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Several DWI collectors emailed they also had 2 cents postal cards addressed to Dr. Neumann, and several 
dealers at the APS Stampshow 2009 in Pittsburgh had them in stock.  Their selections included the five-line card and 
also at least one separated reply card.  Since then, a second postal card canceled 17 April 1897 and addressed to him in 
Copenhagen has turned up.   It  included a message of  $200 to  be mailed.   Perhaps,  more importantly,  the Victor 
Engstrom collection included a 1891 cover having a rubberstamp “Dr. Med Neumann/St. Croix” on the front, and it was 
mailed to a Ms. Neumann in Copenhagen.  

One new Study group member in Denmark reported having an additional International Reply Coupon canceled 
St. Thomas 4.10.1908, and another member reported having a DWI lottery ticket and a full sheet of  protest labels.

Sy Wengrovitz has a special interest in DWI picture postcards  by John Lightbourn, and is planning to publish a 
catalog soon.  He is asking for help as follows:

HELP WANTED
For

DWI-U.S. Virgin Islands Catalogue of Picture Postcards Published by John Lightbourn

Sy Wengrovitz and C0-author Sheldon Heckman have been collecting picture postcards of the DWI 
and U.S. Virgin islands published by John Lightbourn during the period from 1900-1928.  they are preparing 
a catalog of such cards arranged by series types/numbers as well  as by captions.   The catalog is  to  be 
published shortly,  and  will  include  hundreds  of  postcard images as  well  as  brief  histories  of  the  DWI, 
postcards, Lightbourn family, and how the U.S. purchased the D.W.I.

Many collectors of  DWI philatelic material may also have Lightbourn picture  postcards in their 
collections that the catalog authors may not have seen.  If any reader has Lightbourn cards and is willing to 
share information as to: (1) series type or number, border type, caption exactly as printed on the card and 
brief image description or (2) better yet, can provide a scan of both sides of the cards such information on 
unlisted cards  will  be  incorporated in the  catalog.   Recognition will  be  given in  the Acknowledgement 
Section of the Catalog to those providing such assistance.  If you would like to help on this project, please 
contact  Sy  Wengrovitz  by  email  at  www.Swengrovit@aol.com.  Or  by  U.S.  mail  at  5220  Cather  Rd., 
Springfield, VA 22151

An example of another philatelic mass-mailer is shown below. 

The addressee is Menig (Private) No. 22 Nielsen, 
a  member  of  the  DWI  Gendarmerie.   A recent 
auction  included  a  still  attached  message  and 
reply card, of the provisional 1 CENT 1902 used
and canceled St. Thomas 3.5.02 and 5.5.02.  
It  was  described  as  correspondence  in  code 
between two soldiers (who likely lived in the same 
barrack).  
The starting price was 5,000 kroner! 

The  message  on  the  back  of  this  card  is  the  same 
handwriting and reads

 “St. Thomas 9/5.02  Indbetalt 3.33  M”

He also had mail sent from Tortola and other British West Indies Islands identifiable by the distinctive handwriting. 

mailto:Valbydwi@hotmail.com
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Microfilm from  the St. Thomas Tidende

I have obtained (from John DuBois) a nearly complete set of microfilms from the St. Thomas newspaper  St. Thomas 
Tidende (missing 1854-55 and 1902-03).  It is very short on local news, but it does include a lot of ship arrivals and 
departures in case any member has a special interest that I can assist with.

Two covers from the Danish West Indies To The U.S.A.  Via the British Packet Ships 
    And - Two Interesting Stories

Both of the covers below were sent on the Cunard Line to the U.S.A. via the British Post Office at St. Thomas.  Both 
covers have the mandatory 1 shilling prepayment required for mail to the U.S.A.

The top wrapper is dated February 20, 1851, went via the St. Thomas-Bermuda-New York route, and has a New York 
March 5 arrival cancel showing 5 cents postage due on delivery.

The real surprise is the sender/ forwarder cachet on the back.   The J. B. ANDUZE et Cie cachet has been modified to 
read “& Fils” instead. 
The modification was done with a pen 
knife removing the “et CIE” and 
entering the “& Fils” with pen and ink.

The J.B. Anduze et Cie is a recorded 
forwarder  known to be operating from 
1843-1850

The second cover was sent on the Halifax, Nova Scotia Route on July 7, 1862, and from there forwarded to Boston 
where it also was marked 5 cents postage due. 

The real  interesting story about this 
cover is that  the Boston cancel has 
not been recorded before.  The APS 
Philatelic Library could not locate any 
reference to this cancel.   The good 
news is that  John DuBois searched 
the  D.W.I.  Cover   record,  and  he 
found  two  other  covers  with  this 
same  cancel,  both  sent  on 
September  17,  1862.   So  one  or 
more  Study  Group  members  may 
have similar covers
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Mail Canceled St. Jan

St. Jan had a population of approximately 900 in  1902, so very little mail was originated there.   The St. Jan  
Post Office did not have a “Registry” cancel, and registered mail was so marked at arrival in St. Thomas.  The two 
registered letters below have 8 cents postage plus 5 cents registry fee.  The Coat of Arms registered cover is unusual in 
that it has a return address, rare for this time period, and the address was given as St. John rather than St. Jan.

 The other letter is a rare 5 cents rate letter for letters mailed to islands within a 300 nautical mile limit.  Single 
stamp use of the 5 cents Coat of Arms stamp is rare, and even more so from St. Jan.



S. Jan was part of  the St. Thomas postal district, so there are no St. Thomas transit marks on the back.

A New Danish West Indies Book is in the Works!

It has been thirty years since Victor Engstrom published the Danish West Indies Mails, 1756 to 1917, Volume 2 
The Postal Emissions,  and the number printed was (I believe) 400 copies.   It was a three-volume project that took 
almost ten years and included worldwide D.W.I. experts.  All three volumes are long since out of print.  The are 
sometimes offered for sale, but otherwise they can be checked out of large philatelic libraries.

John DuBois undertook to expand Volume 1 of the DWI  Mails  in a second edition in 2001, and there have 
been periodic interest in either reprinting it or having a second edition.   The Danish philatelic journals have published a 
number of articles about D.W.I. philately, so there is a definite need for an up-to-date reference that may also attract new 
collectors to this specialty area
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 I have started  writing a new book with the tentative title,  Danish West Indies Postage Stamps, Postal 
Stationery and Post Office Markings, 1856-1917 .   The current plan is  to make it available  on the internet, possibly 
free, meaning that it can be readily available world-wide without cost being a concern.   This approach will eliminate the 
cost of printing and binding an unknown number of books.  There will either be a small number printed for large philatelic 
libraries, and/or distributing via CD’s.   It will be in color using 8½ x 11 inch paper.  There are currently five chapters in 
various stages of progress, several nearly complete.  There will be more stamp illustrations (and less cover illustrations) 
than in Engstom’s book.   The last chapter will describe post office marks and gummed labels.  

I would like to illustrate the miss-perforated 2 Franc St. Thomas Harbor stamp, but I don’t have access to an 
illustration at this time.

Can anyone identify the source of this” franco” cancel.

There are al least three covers mailed from the Frederiksted 
Post Office to Copenhagen in 1856, 1857  and 1858.  All are 
canceled at both the DWI post offices at Frederiksted and St. 
Thomas, plus at the  British Post Office in St. Thomas with a 
Crowned-circle PAID AT ST. THOMAS.  
The letters were sent to London and then on to the Hamburg
The franco mark is identical on the three knowncovers, likely 
a rubber stamp, and always in the lower left corner.
A later cover has a different style mark.
Several  other  covers sent  from St.  Croix  to  Scotland and 
France do not have this mark,  but one cover mailed from 
London to Denmark has it so it may have been applied in the 
Hamburg area.

 Free Frank  Mailed by St. Thomas Postmaster 
Carstensen on Official Post Office Stationery

This cover was purchased at the NORDIA 2001 
Show in Phoenix, AZ.  The upper left manuscript 
notation reads “P.R. 349/1902” .   That notation 
was a mystery until  a recent encounter with an 
early Danish cover having a handwritten “Poste 
Restante” on the front. 
 An internet search found the term was used with 
mail  that  would  be  held  for  pickup  at  the  post 
office.



  Also, the 1899 Universal Postal Union regulations included the following: “ Under the heading Recommendation D’office 
[Official  Registration]  are entered  on open letters  on  official  business,  the various communication  of  the registered 
articles sent by the office of dispatch in connection with the service.”

Fortunately the cover included a letter from a New York collector to the Postmaster, and the collector, 1) thanked the 
Postmaster for the provisional stamps he had received a few months earlier, and 2) 
requested some of the “new unpaid letter stamps”.  He enclosed $1.00.

Postmaster Carstensen returned the letter and the money with
 the following  notation on the bottom of the letter: 
Embossed Post
 “Returned, orders from abroad cannot be filled.  /  F.C. Carstensen. P.M.”  and also                           Office Seal
 “P.R. 349/1902”.

Newsletter 32                                                                                                                                                            Page 5

The  “P.R. 349/1902”  may have been his accounting for the number of collector letters returned.  The first 400 sheets of 
the 2 CENTS 1902 on 3 Cents bicolored provisional had been depleted, and the second printing of 350 sheets were 
being rapidly depleted as well.  He may have simply  have stopped sending  any stamps abroad, including the new 
postage due stamps requested. 
                                                                                                                    

List Of Earliest Reported Postmarks On The Bi-Colored Stamps 
Victor Engstrom stared an ERA data base.  The 1997 DAKA Handbook also has ERP dates, and the most recent listing 
was in Lasse Nielsen’s Volume 1 of the Bicoloured stamps Of Denmark   This is a recently updated list based upon  the 
Internet and other sources.  ERP’s are continuously changing, and they likely do not add additional value.

1 Cent                                                 4 cents

1c1  4. 5.1875 4c1 18.4.1874 10c1 2.10.1877
1c            17.11.1877 4c2 10c2 26.4.1879
1c3     .4.1879 4c3      .7.1901 10c3      6.2.1882
1c4 14.1.1882 4c4 10.1.1903 10c4 26.8.1885
1c5 20.8.1886 10c5       11.10.1887
1c6 26.2.1889 10c6  26.8.1891
1c7   3.5.1892 5 cents 10c7      .8.1896
1c8   8.8.1893                          10c8  16.3.1901
1c9 30.7.1895 5c1 12.6.1877
1c10 23.5.1898 5c2 23.6.1879

5c3      6.1886 12 cents
3 cents 5c4 14.3.1886

5c5 27.7.1890 12c1   9.11.1877
3c1 15.8.1874 5c6      14.11. 1893 12c2 16.11.1878
3c2   2.1.1878 5c7 26.9.1896
3c3 21.4.1880 5c8 12.2.1899 14 cents  1/10/1875
3c4   3.3.1882
3c5          10.10.1885
3c6   .10.1889                        7 cents 50 cents
3c7   9.1.1891
3c8          11.12.1896 7c1 20.11.1874 50c1 29.11.1879
3c9 28.3.1899 7c2   15.2.1880 50c2        8.1886 
Corrections made Aug.  5, 2010 using data by BSt

When And Where Was The Three-ring Circular cancel Used?

The three-ring cancel is only found on the 1856 and 1866 classic 3 cent stamps, but the D.W.I. philatelic literature has 
very different opinions as to when it was used.

  Hagemann, in his 1930 book,  The stamps Of the Danish West Indies states “The three-ring cancellation 
stamp was used at both St. Thomas and at St. Jan”.  He does not give any years of use.
  The Facit catalogue states it was used at St. Thomas and St. Jan from 1855 to approximately 1877.  The first 
D.W.I. stamp was issued in 1856, so the 1855 date is wrong.
  The Danish West Indies mails Volume 3 states in Chapter XVI (Written by Victor Engstrom) the earliest 
reported  date is 1856, and that it was used at both St. Thomas and St. Jan until about 1877.
  The DAKA 1997 Handbook states it was used at both St. Thomas and St. Jan.



  A 1999 article by Torben Hilberg in the Danish Nordisk Filatelisk Tiddskrift says it was use at St. Thomas from 
1861 to about 1868.

It has been suggested the St. Thomas replacement was due to wear and tear of the five-ring cancel, but this 
argument could not be made for replacing the St. Jan cancel.  There are only supposed to be two known covers with 
classic  stamps  canceled  at  St.  Jan,  and  never  having  seen  either  one  illustrated  means  I  can  only  suspect  that 
Hagemann may have been wrong, but that no one questioned it.  Hagemann’s cover collection that he donated to the 
Danish post And Tele Museum included a cover where the stamp was canceled with the three ring cancel, and on the 
back has a St. Thomas 24.10.1860 cancel.   Mr. Hagemann may have thought  it had been mailed at St. Jan, but it  
definite establishes the cancel was in use in 1860.

Regarding the late use of 1868, one cover canceled St. Thomas 11/12/1868 has a five-ring cancel, while an 
early 1868 cover has the three-ring cancel, so the last year of use of 1868 looks plausible.   If it was used into the 1870’s, 
it should be found on the 1873 perforated classic stamps and the bicolored stamps issued in 1874.  These stamps only 
have the five-ring cancel with or without the sector or “wedge”  cancel.  The St. Thomas five-ring cancel was damaged 
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sometime between May 6 and August 1, 1873,  a wedge section was removed.   The damaged cancel was used on the 
1873 classic stamps and the bicolored stamps until 1877 when the D.W.I. started using the four-ring cancel after joining 
the UPU.

That leaves one problem cover dated May 1856.  It was in the Ragnar Eklund collection auctioned in 1975, 
and in the Dr. Schnell collection auctioned by Northland in May 2002, lot No. 71.  The auction catalog shows it in color.  
The auction description reads:

1856, 3c carmine, brown gum tied on cover to Frederiksted to St. Thomas BLUE St. Thomas cds only 
in use for one month in very bold and pretty strike.  ONLY TWO RECORDED examples of this cancel
on cover, stamp removed for inspection and replaced.  PF certificate.

The Frederiksted cancel is black and dated -/5/1856, the blue St. Thomas cancel is 24/5/1856, and the three ring cancel 
is black.   It would appear  the original stamp was replaced with a stamp canceled at St. Thomas.

Bernd Stein in Germany is heading a study group attempting to plate the 10 cents print 6B stamp.  The Post 
And Tele Museum does not have a complete sheet,  and only 250 sheets were printed.  So far they have found 69 
positions and are looking for the others.  He can be contacted  at BerndStein@intexx.de 
.

  
This  cover  from Iceland to  DWI was  submitted  by 
Ron Collins.  Inspector Hilmar Faye exchanged mail 
all over the world, and most of the registered cover 
mailed  to  DWI  is  from  his  correspondence 
(According to DWI Mails Volume 3 page 18-12).

  

  
                                                                                                                           This multiple is from the 1866 issue, 
                                                                                                                       but these stamps never were used on mail!  
These are  examples  of  fiscally  canceled  stamps.   The  Danish  West  Indies  Post  Office  wanted  all  mail  to  foreign 
destinations to be turned in at a D.W.I. Post Office, and they initially charged four cents per letter (Changed to three cents 
in the early 1860’s).  Mail sent via the British Post Office escaped the fee.
The D.W.I. Post Office would cancel the envelope with the circular date cancel, but even though they collected a fee, 
they did not affix a stamp.  This meant that at the end of the month they had to balance the money collected vs. “stamps 
used”, and this was done by “canceling” whole sheets or partial sheets, and as seen this was done rather sloppily.  Later 
they performed this task using the 7 cents stamps and the UTILSTRÆKKELIGT FRANKERET cancel.  A lowly paid post 
office employee was allowed to sell the stamps.

mailto:BerndStein@intezz.de


Large multiples like this, and likely also single stamps with full margin, are fiscally canceled.  Stamps on cover never 
have smeared cancels like this, and typically covers have one neat cancel per stamp.  Single copies with multiple partial 
cancels  are also the result of the accounting method, and judging from the stamps listed on Ebay, they are common.

Other stamps were also fiscally canceled, and the 4 cents line perforated 1873 classic stamp is one of them.

 This 14 cents stamp is another example of fiscally canceled stamp, and the wedge cancel shows it 
was done at St. Thomas.  The 14 cent value was little used, and it was more efficient  to a higher 
priced stamp.  The 4 cents print 1 and 7 cents print 1 are also found with multiple cancels like this.
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