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Editor’s Message
The 1999 newsletters will be made available without charge,
but a small contribution of US $5 helps defer some of the printing
and mailing costs. Your contributions are always appreciated.
We are always looking for articles on areas of Finnish
philately that have not been covered to date. The classic issues
have been well covered elsewhere, and we will continue with
the m/1875 series, but the m/1917, m/1930 and even the m/1963
issues have gone unnoticed in TFP. We should begin to cover
these important definitive issues of the twentieth century. Can
you suggest articles or a series of articles for publication?
The balance of the WW I censorship marks will be distributed
as supplements to the February and May 1999 newsletters.
Information about Nordia 99 is now available. This will be
an excellent show, featuring a strong bourse and a Kaj Hellman
auction. Turku is beautiful in September! Do not forget that
applications to exhibit must be returned to Roger Quinby by midJanuary. Let us hear from you soon.
How often have we seen letters in Linn’s from old time collectors
complaining that covers arrive with destructive postmarks, torn stamps,
or so it seems to me, even worse, uncancelled stamps. The cover bearing
uncancelled stamps is a result of modern processing and sorting systems.
Probably half the mail we receive is uncancelled, mostly various types
of discounted mail - this we expect - but it is vexing when a letter is
franked with a beautiful commemorative and the postmark is totally
missing as shown below. Fortunately, the USPS bar code and zip code
routing instructions were struck on the bottom, so if the cover is
preserved, a future collector should be satisfied that it passed through
the mails and was not a “give back”. But a postmark is OK, too!
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TYPE 1875: PARTIALLY IMPERFORATED
Text and pictures by Heikki Reinikainen
Translated by Carita Parker
In the spring of 1997, an exceptional cutting was sold in Finland
that bears Charta Sigillata office
printing 25 penni values i.e., two
light yellowish red 25 penni LBf—
pairs, as well as a single stamp
from the same printing, cancelled
Åbo 22.8.84. Although this issue is
somewhat rare, the really remarkFigure 1. A beautiful and rare five stamp cutting, Charta Sigillata
able thing about it is the imperfooffice printing, of the 25 penni LBf-issue. Mark Äbo 22.8.84.
rated left vertical side on both
pairs.
A few authentic imperfs of various denomina- so it is. Because partial imperforated stamps in
tions from this issue, have occasionally been dis- groups on spoilage both cancelled and uncancelled
covered. They appear as singles and very rarely on are known markets, it is certainly prudent to ascermail deliveries or cuttings (cover pieces). Pairs are tain authenticity before beginning a collection. With
even more rare and larger groups are known only singles, prudence is really called for, except where
with 5 penni imperforated vertical uncancelled triple the existence of an edge of the sheet may be proof
rows and horizontally imperforated cancelled blocks enough.
of four.
The aforementioned cutting, as well as all mail
Another distinction about the item in this article shipments and groups that have been authenticated,
is the fact, that the left side of the imperforated pair constitute a handsome addition to any collection.
is torn at the top, whereas the lower part has been
cut. The corresponding side on the other pair has
been cut only. Perhaps it can thus be assumed, that
the imperforated vertical row on the sheet initially
had undergone an attempt at being torn and then
continued by cutting. Thus, the pairs on the sheet
must have been on top of each other and possibly
formed a block of four. In the absence of any comparable material, their exact location on the sheet
has not been possible to determine.
The stamps, on the cutting, are definitely authenFigure 2 . A 10 penni LBb cancelled Kristinestad 17.-.tic and their period of use is correct. Likewise, the
and a 20 penni LBf cancelled Nyslott 15.12.84, are to
Åbo marks appear authentic and bind the five
writer’ s knowledge authentic. It is difficult by tearing to
stamps beautifully to both the cutting and each other.
produce partial perfs of singles, and who would even try
The specimen has been determined flawless overto divide a partially imperforated pair into two? Of the
all and has officially been authenticated.
20 penni LBf-issue, several partially imperforated objects
The new owner of this object has reason to be
are known to have been cancelled. For example, in the
satisfied in acquiring for his collection a more valuPost Museum there is a similar 20 penni LBf-issue on an
able addition than perhaps originally realized. Genenvelope, with the same, Nyslott 15.12.84, cancellation.
erally, yellowish red singles are rarely obtainable
and pairs are surely more scarce. Except for a few
blocks of four, larger groups of this printed issue Editor’s Note; In the original article, there is pictured
(LBfff) are not even known to exist. The appear- a 5 penni vertically imperforated pair of the LBb-issue
ance of rare partially imperforated pairs on the same with (in Swedish) post office 15.11.82, mark. There
cutting, philatelically raises the object to a class all were several of these Charta Sigillata printings of 5
its own.
penni pairs from the second issue in the Faberge
These partial imperforated stamps make this is- collection sold in 1940. This picture could not be
sue very special. Are they truly genuine? This is reproduced with sufficient resolution for presentation
the question most often asked, because of the ease in the article.
by which the large stamps can be cut smaller. And
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Finnish Definitive Stamps 1889 Series
Structure of a specialist collection and analysis of all editions
by Pentii Waris; published by Havusalmen Kirjapaino, 1998, Finland
Available from Jay Smith & Associates, P. O. Box 650, Snow Camp, NC 24749. Email:
jay@jaysmith.com Phone: 1-800-447-8267, from the USA. Fax (910) 376-6750. Postpaid $66
I would surmise that just about everyone who
collects Finnish stamps and covers has in his/her
collection stamps from the “three numbered” m/
1889 coat of arms definitive series. Yet, there has
been little information published about this series,
except for the article in Volume II of the 1972
Handbook on Finnish Stamps, which, unfortunately,
has never been translated into English. Pentti Waris’
book, Finnish Definitive Stamps , 1889 Series, does
not replace the information in the Handbook, which
dealt primarily with printing techniques and
explanations of the printing of stamps. Rather it
represents a very significant addition to our
knowledge of all significant aspects of this series of
stamps.
The m/1889 series was far more widely used
from 1889 until its complete demonetization in
January 1901, than the contemporaneous kopek
denominated 1891 Ring stamps. The m/1889 series
has been somewhat neglected in the literature,
including our own Posthorn. It was the last of the
coat of arms issues, but it fell outside the traditional
classification of the classic issues of Finland.
Nevertheless, from a postal history perspective, the
m/1889 series, not the Ring stamps, foreshadowed
the Russification of the Finnish Post by introducing,
“for certain reasons” according to Postal Circular
No. XXXII, the name of ‘Finland’ and the stamp’s
value in Russian.
Subjects covered include: building a collection,
a comprehensive analysis of all the printings
(translated ‘editions’), colors, appearance,
perforations, paper, new finds, forgeries, and usages
on a variety of mailed items. The classification of
stamps used in the Handbook and the Norma
catalogue is preserved in this book almost
unchanged.
A number of new discoveries are reported
ranging from new colors including a 2 penni black
gray (Aaa) from the edition I which is distinct from
(Aa) of which the darkest shades are not this dark.
From edition IV of the 2 penni stamps (olive gray,
Ae) a stamp was found printed on carton paper (Pzz).
Other new colors, double printings, diamond and

other perforation varieties are also reported for the
first time.
Forgeries are divided into three groups: complete
forgeries where a stamp has been forged from
beginning to end, genuine stamps with forged
cancellations, and genuine stamps which have been
treated in one way or another to make them appear
as “rarities”. Among the examples of these very
dangerous forgeries category are double printings,
end to end pairs, and compound perforations. The
analysis of editions is very thorough and includes a
good discussion of usages and rates, illustrated with
numerous covers showing just about every
possibility.
The book is printed with side-by-side Finnish
and English text and amply illustrated with clear
photographs (although some are too dark) of the
stamps and covers together with some enlargements
of plating errors, forgeries, fake cancellations and
other anomalies.
Although Finnish Definitive Stamps, 1889
Series, is somewhat expensive at $66 a copy, it is
highly recommended for all general collectors of
Finland as well as the m/1889 specialist. The book
is available from Jay Smith and Associates.
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Finland Reference Manual of Forgeries
by Juhani V. Olamo; published by Helsingfors Frimärkssamlare Förening r.f., Borgä, 1998
Shortly after the first postage stamps were issued
forgeries and fakes appeared. When stamp collecting
started, stamps were reproduced and sold as reprints
or facsimiles for collectors. As the values of the
earlier stamps increased, forgers saw business
opportunities and began to produce forgeries.
Forgeries of Finnish stamps are not so rare as many
collectors and dealers would like to believe. The
number of forgeries, particularly upgraded covers,
has been increasing with time. Due to the availability
of modern equipment, the quality of the forgeries
has improved, making detection more difficult. You
can find forgeries in old general collections and all
too frequently at auctions.
The information about Finnish forgeries is
scattered in many places and this is the first attempt
to collect all published and unpublished information
in a single set of references. Helsingfors
Frimärkssamlare Förening r.f. (HFF), the oldest
Philatelic Society in Finland, has published the first
installment on Finnish forgeries. In this series, the
word “forgery” is used in its broadest sense. It is
synonymous with complete stamp counterfeits
intended to defraud collectors, forged overprints on
genuine stamps, forged cancellations, genuine
cancellations backdated or otherwise misused,
various cover fakes, and other fantasies.
The book is in loose-leaf form, covers all
sections of Finnish philately, and will be published
in four parts. When completed, the reference work
will total 600 pages or more. The manual is entirely
in English.
This book is intended to make the collector
aware of existing forgeries of Finnish postage stamps
and aid detecting the more obvious counterfeits. The
illustrations show distinguishing characteristics of
the forgery where necessary. While the descriptions
of the forgeries are brief, the information is sufficient
to distinguish genuine items from counterfeits. This
book will serve as an invaluable first defense against
forgeries and fakes, however, as the author cautions,
it is not a substitute for expertization of very
expensive items.
The numbering of stamps follow the Norma:
Finland Special Catalogue numbering, the catalogue
which is used by the Finnish experts authorized by
the Philatelic Federation of Finland. To help Finnish

Genuine 20 penni Aunus overprint from
the first primting with expert notation in
lower right hand corner.

Helsinki I forgery

Wiipuri forgery

collectors worldwide, a comparison table from
different catalogues has been provided, including
Facit and Michel, but for some reason, not Scott;
however, a Scott comparison chart may be found in
the 1985 edition of Norma.
The manual is divided into 21 sections to cover
the whole area of Finnish Philately, including
prephilately, classic Finland, Aunus, postal
stationeries, postmarks, field posts, parcel stamps
used for buses, Russian stamps used in Finland and
maximum cards. The manual is in loose leaf format
so new pages of forgeries can be added as
information is made available. New sections will
be published twice a year and will consist of around
80 pages each time. There is no page numbering but
pages will follow the catalogue numbers, so it will
be easy to find the place for each new page.
At this time volume I is now available. This
reference manual is very highly recommended. I
purchased my copy directly from the author at
ITALIA 98. Interested collectors should contact Jay
Smith re availability and cost.
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The 1918 Vaasa Issue Revisited on 80th Anniversary
Karai Lehtonen, from Filatelisti, 2/98
Translated by Carita Parker
When unrest broke
The gum is
out in Finland in Janumainly dextrin with
ary of 1918, the Finnish
impurities easily seen
Senate was relocated to
on the backside of
the city of Vaasa; while
uncancelled specistamp reserves remens. Substitutions
mained in Helsinki. Afwere added to the
ter the frontal lines had
mix when not enough
been drawn, no addidextrin was availtional deliveries could
able.
reach post offices loHand-operated
cated on the northern
machines were used
flank. Consequently, the
to make the 11 1/2
printing of new stamps
line perforation.
was needed.
Haste caused probThe artist Matti
lems with the slowVisanti (Bjorklund) was
drying gum, and perchosen to design the
foration variations
stamps. On 18.2.1918,
such as: Diamond,
the order was given to
print the 5, 10, 15, 30, Imperforated Vaasa types, The 50 penni value is known in two double and rough, as
and 70 penni, as well as different color hues and two different paper thickness. The 5 well as wide and narthe 1 and 5 Fmk values penni value was printed on paper with 0,00 mm thickness, the row stamps are seen
for domestic use. The 10 penni value 0,08 mm; the 30 penni value, 0,08 & 0,09 mm; among the different
directive to print the 15 the 40 penni value, 0,09 mm; the 50 penni as note above, the 70 values. Additionally,
penni stationery card penni was printed on paper with a 0,09 thickness and the 1 & 5 there are also partial
was given on 25.2.1918. mark values are shown above. The imperforate sheets were sheets of horizontal
and vertical imperfoThe order for printed on gummed and ungummed paper.
rate stamps, usually
the 15 penni stamp was
consisting of one line
cancelled, orally. With
the change in postal rates on 15.4.1918, it was de- imperforates.
The wholly imperforated sheets are either from
cided on 20.4.1918, to print the 40 and 50 penni
stamps along with the 20 penni red postal stationery. proofs, donated issues or rejects (printer’s waste) that
On 1.6.1920 (Jun. 1), the Vaasa 5, 10, and 50 inadvertently escaped the printer. Minor quantities
penni values were no longer valid. The rest of the of various kinds of mail, meant for collections, are
denominations were invalidated on 1.5.1923 (May found either overfranked or pasted with large groups
1). The paper, initially rough and with time turned of stamps, as well as a deliberate mixing of values.
yellowish, originated in the G.A. Serlachius, Kangas Mail franked with last day issues were for the purpaper mill. Later on, smooth white paper was used pose of collecting.
An interesting addition, as far as mailings go,
which appears smoother and less porous. By using a
magnifier the difference becomes obvious. The ink is researching the various periods of validation and
was made up as need dictated. Thus, minor varia- sale of this particular stamp type. The issue was aptions in color hues are apparent, especially in the parently sold from date of issue until 24.6.1918. Aflarger production runs as the printing took place on ter that it was prohibited to affix the stamp on forseveral different days. Variables in the printings are eign mail and to sell it in post offices to the general
very common. The quantity of ink may vary consid- public; except only the postal service was allowed
erably even on the same sheet and certainly from the use on its own stationery. On 31.8.1918, the issue was again released for sale, but only on domessheet to sheet of the same stamp issue.
tic mail.
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The Russian 1889 1 Kopek Definitive Issue on Horizontal Paper
As Used in Finland - Rare or Common?
According
to
collection, cancelled
Facit, 440,500 1 kopek
1901 - 1906 at
m/89 and m/02-06
Helsinki, Tammerfors,
stamps, Facit R1, p1
Nikolaistad
and
(on horizontally striped
Wiborg. The price I
paper) & p2 (on
had paid for was
vertically
striped
always ridiculous,
paper) were delivered
between 10 - 40 DM.
to the Finnish Post
The different townbeginning in March,
cancels could be an
1899. Although only
indication that this
500 of the m/89 stamps
stamp has been sold
printed on horizontally
not only at Helsinki
laid paper were
post-office but also in
delivered in 1899 and Figure 1 This post card franked with a pair of 1889 horizontally other towns. I add a
the first delivery of striped 1 kopek issues raised the question of their scarcity as
copy of the cards
used in Finland.
440,000 of the m/02
(Editor, not shown).
variety were received in October, 1905, our frequent Last month I have finally got a postcard with an
contributor, Dirk Vorwerck claims that the later additional 1 kopek vertically laid paper.”
stamps are far more scarce used in Finland.
At “Finlandia 95” Vorwerck commented that he
Vorwerck writes, “There were only 500 stamps had noticed in my “Russia in Finland” exhibit a

Figure 3

Figure 4
Figures 2 & 3 Beautiful block of six on horizontal paper cancelled at
Lappträsk st., 2. XII. 02. This block was cancelled at the proper time
if this issue was placed on sale by the Post beginning in early 1900.

R1, p1) delivered to the Finnish Post in 1899 (cf.
Facit). 1 always believed that the 1 kopek stamp with
vertically laid paper is rare, because I had none on
postcard or letter, only a single item. On the other
hand I found 5 postcards with the 1 Kopek
horizontally laid paper and a block of four in my

Figures 3 & 4 Pair on vertically striped
paper cancelled at Raivola on 1. V. 10,
long after the supply of stamps on
horizontally striped paper was sold out.

postcard with 2 x 1 kopek horizontally laid paper,
described as a “rarity”. This description conflicts
with Vorwerck’s opinion but was based on the
following information: Only 500 stamps were
delivered to the Finnish Post; the item was the only
1 kopek (R1) on horizontally laid paper in my
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collection cancelled in Finland after the Finnish Post
placed the stamps on sale, reasonably estimated to
be sometime in May, 1901. My total accumulation
of Russian stamps used in Finland totals several
thousand stamps, but I have less than 25 R1, p1
(horizontally striped paper) & p2 (vertically striped
paper) stamps. The other examples in my collection
include a block of six (figures 1 & 2), a pair, two
single stamps and two pieces with the 2 kopek issue.
Readable cancellation dates range from 1901 to
1905. Of 500 stamps sold by the Finnish Post, how
many should survive? I would think if five percent
survived (25 stamps), it would be a substantial
number, and then given the fact that between
Vorwerck and myself, we have five post cards and a
variety of stamps off cover, well more than half the
number of surviving stamps, the inference that the
stamps are not “rare” as used in Finland may be
correct, but then can Facit and the Finnish Hand
Book delivery charts be correct? The Finnish
Handbook, Vol. 2, 1972, p. 196 does not indicate
any deliveries of the 1 kopek issue before 1905, in
which case they were almost certainly stamps printed
on vertically laid paper. Therefore, based on
published findings, we can assume that only 500,
R1, p1 stamps were delivered to the Finnish Post,
but we have too many surviving non philatelic
examples to explain the very small number of stamps
sold.
Until 1996-97, Facit has set a higher price
for the R1, p2 variety both on and off cover. In the
1997-98 edition, Facit placed a higher value on the
p1 variety. Norma has always valued the p1 variety
at a higher level, but the difference is too small to

An Incorrect Map on ‘43 US WW II Sheet
The United States Postal Service issued in 1991—
95 five sheets, which depicted the events on the various
theaters of the WW II in stamps and maps. The southern
part of Finland was also shown on the 1943 sheet. The
designer paid his main attention for understandable reasons
on the battlefields where Americans fought. The events
at the Finnish—Russian front were not so important; so
he used his imagination, when he drew the 1943 year’s
map. The result is shown herewith. The dotted line is
drawn by me and it shows, where the Finnish troops were
camped from Dec. 1941 until June 1944.
Then, in the beginning of June 1944 the Russians
launched a massive attack. It was stopped five weeks later.
Even then the Russians had not reached the line shown in
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properly reflect the huge difference in the number
of each variety delivered to and presumably sold by
the Finnish Post.
Further complicating this anomaly is the
simple fact that the Russian type Ring stamps
remained on sale during this period and most post
offices throughout Finland would not have had a
requirement to order the “ringless” stamps until after
the R1, p1 stamps were also sold out and replaced
with the stamps printed on vertically striped paper.
So, while there are good reasons to believe that the
R1, p1 variety should be the scarce variety, the
empirical evidence found in Vorwerck and
subsequently in Quinby’s collection would not now
necessarily support that conclusion.
How can we explain all this? Could
substantial numbers of these stamps have been
introduced into the Finnish mail stream as corunners? I doubt this very much. The other
possibilities are simply that more than 500 stamps
were delivered in 1889 and the archival records are
incorrect, or that there were subsequent unrecorded
deliveries between 1889 and 1905, also unlikely, or
finally, that the delivery of 440, 000 stamps in 1905
included stamps printed on both horizontally and
vertically striped paper, a fact that ordinarily might
not have been noticed at the time of delivery.
At this point we are looking for new ideas,
research, theories and additional information re the
delivery of the 1889-1902/05 definitive issues to the
Finnish Post. Please address your correspondence
to the Editor. Thanks.
Editor’s Note: this article was written by Roger
Quinby suggested by correspondence from Dirk
Vorwerck.

the US map, not near by. The armistice, not a capitulation,
ended the war in September. Finland was not occupied. (I
hope you did know that.)
Another fault, but a small one: Moscow lies not so
near Baltic States
as the map shows,
but approximately
where the letter
”S” is. This means
about 300—400
kilometers more
to the east.
Submitted by
Sakari Turunen,
Finland
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Part 3 THE TRI-LINGUAL 8 PENNI POSTAL CARD (part II)
By Juhani Pietilä, Translated by Kauko Aro
Reprinted from Abophil, No. 4, 1994
Concurrently with the provisional card with the
extra text described in the previous installment the
Postal Administration was preparing a new trilingual postal card where the mailing requirements
to Russia were already noted on the cards
themselves. It can also be noted that through this
new card standard procedures had been reached in
the issuance of postal cards - for the time being. At
the same time it meant that printings would grow
larger and many varieties would disappear. From the
stand point of collecting, these issues were no longer
as interesting and as ‘difficult’ as the earlier 8 penni
cards.
The headings and the text continue in a straight
line, but lettering is now in a different style
(‘antiqua’). The bottom directions now contain the
words “Wenäjälle venäjäksi” in all three languages.
No significant varieties appear in the printing of the
cards. The color of the ink is a rather dark green
with bluish tones. However, there are differences in
the paper stock. Even the catalogs differentiate the
more common, grayish green stock, and a scarcer
stock with clear yellowish or buff hues. The printing
of the card was over 80,000 copies and its use
commenced in late winter 1873.

With regard to constructing an exhibit, this card
poses no great difficulties. Even cards sent to Russia
are more common than in the earlier types. Minor
varieties are known such as the shifting of the value
stamp and double printing.
THE FINAL 8 PENNI POSTAL CARD
The Postal Administration changed paper
suppliers at the turn of the year 1873-74. N. Zilliacus
from Viborg was selected as the new supplier,
apparently for very natural reasons, i.e. on basis of
the lowest costs of delivery. For some reason the
style of lettering used in the printing also changed
at the same time. Perhaps the clearest single
identifier is the initial letter ‘K’ in the Finnish text
which is clearly narrower in the new text. [Editor:
With Ed Fraser we have decided that the easiest
single identifier of the later card is the drop of the
dot over letter ‘I’ in the Russian word “Finlandii”!].
180,000 cards were printed.
The paper stock of this card varies greatly. The
first lot from N. Zilliacus had been thin, reddish
stock. Apparently it did not meet the Postal
Administration’s expectations as the later cards of
this issue were printed on thicker and lighter
paper stock. The color of the form printing
varies from mostly green-grayish green
shades, although also yellowish green printing
is found. Initially the value stamp was dark
green, but on those cards printed in late spring
1875 the light green color differs clearly from
the others. The latter cards are scarcer than
others in used form, albeit very common in
mint form. Even this card does not pose
greater difficulties in building an exhibit, even
though certain temporary oddities are known
on this card as well, such as the double
printing of the value stamp.

Figure 1 Top: Shifting of the value stamp can be found in the first
antiqua-style text [Norma 5], here clearly downward.
Bottom: The clear double-printing of the value stamp in the later
8 penni card with a light green value stamp maybe the only one
known.

8 PENNI WITH AN ADDITIONAL STAMP
The rates for postal cards rose on 1 July
1875 when Finland joined the UPU. The new
domestic rate became 10 pen. At the same time
it became possible to mail postal cards abroad
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The initial problem was
the lack of a 2 penni stamp
which only became available
in
September
1875.
Therefore, the post office had
to accept any postal cards
even without the additional
adhesives, of which some 2030 are known both with the
appropriate postage due
notations and without. The
possibility of using the 5
penni serpentine stamp was
also employed as it was
cheaper to use a 5 penni
stamp than to buy a new card
which cost 10 penni.
According to my knowledge
Figure 2 Above: Postal card sent from Kuopio in July 1875 with a 5 pen serpentine
over 10 such used cards are
stamp adds pleasant change to a collection. The 5 pen of the 1875 issue was
known, a few even from the
released only 2 months later. Figure 3 Below: An 8 + 8 penni postal card used
first date of the new rate, i.e.
abroad during the proper time period is one of the most difficult main types among
the postal cards. Most of the cards were sent to Germany, just as this attractive
1 July 1875. A few cards are
card sent to Berlin in August 1875.
also known with a 10 pen
serpentine or 5 pen stamp of
the 1875 issue. Great rarities
are 8 pen cards with an 8 pen
serpentine stamp sent abroad.
Apparently, post offices sold
cards with the adhesive stamp
attached as 1 have seen such a
mint card with a 2 pen as well
as with an 8 pen stamp.
However, the large
majority of the 8 penni cards
carry a 2 pen stamp of the
1875 issue. They are most
commonly found on the last
two 8 penni cards, but usages
with additional adhesives are
also known on the prior issues.
The additional adhesive is
normally from the first two
printings, but late usages of the cards stamps of later
in which case the rate was 16 pen.
The Postal Administration had prepared itself for printings are also sporadically known. Some 200the rate changes and had printed new 10 pen cards 300 cards with a 2 pen additional stamp are known.
which will he discussed in the next installments. Do the 8 penni cards with additional stamps then
However, 8 penni cards still remained in the hands belong to a postal stationery exhibit? This matter
of the customers and the post offices. Their use was has always been debated and this discussion will
still permitted until the end of 1884, but additional certainly not end in the next few years as opinions
adhesives had to he added to make up the missing (Continued on page 12)
postage fee.
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A MINIATURE SHEET WITH OWL MOTIF FROM ERIK BRUUN ISSUED SEPTEMBER 4th

SNOWY, GREAT GREY, EAGLE &
TENGMALM’S OWL ARE FEATURED
A miniature sheet of five stamps featuring owls,
those mysterious symbols of wisdom, was on
September 4. The sheet was designed by professor
Erik Bruun. The stamps depict the Snowy Owl, the
Great Grey Owl and Tengmalm’s Owl as well as the
handsome Eagle Owl, to which two stamps have
been dedicated. Each stamp is priced at FIM 3.
Contrary to common belief, all owls are not
nocturnal. Of the species depicted in the miniature
sheet, the Snowy Owl is also active during the day,
mainly due to the arctic circumstances of the areas
where it lives - in the summer, the sun will not set
for months.
The Snowy Owl nests in the tundra of the Arctic
Ocean coast. Occasionally, it can also be spotted on
the mountains of Enontekiö and Uts joki. The Snowy
Owl mainly chases lemmings and follows their
migrations closely. When nutriment is available there
may be 50 - 100 Snowy Owl pairs nesting in Finland,
but most years it is absent. At times, the Snowy Owl
heads for southern Finland, and may even be seen
preying in the middle of a city. In this case, it will
eat all kinds of small mammals. Fully-grown male
Snowy Owls are white, female owls are covered with
dark spots.
Also the Great Grey Owl follows the migrations
of rodents. Depending on the number of moles, 300
- 1,500 Great Grey Owl pairs nest annually in the
coniferous and mixed forests of northern and eastern
Finland. The Great Grey Owl is nearly the size of
an Eagle Owl and grey in color with dark brown
spots on the belly. In its enormous head the small
yellow eyes are surrounded by narrow black circles.
Owls are best recognized by their courting calls. The

courting call of the Snowy Owl is a deep, farcarrying “gawh”, whereas the Great Grey Owl lets
out a very low, muffled series of hoots. The call only
carries a couple of hundred meters.
Tengmalm’s Owl is the smallest owl on the
miniature sheet, hardly larger than a thrush. Its head
is relatively large. The grey brown back is covered
with white spots, the belly is light with brown spots.
Tengmalm’s Owl lives in all types of forests and is
our most common owl: 15,000 nesting pairs annually
is normal. In sunlight, Tengmalm’s Owl closes its
eyes and is completely helpless.
Finland’s largest owl, the Eagle Owl, is a mixture
of brown, grey and black with a lighter belly. It has
large ear tufts and big, orange eyes. The wingspan
is nearly two meters. The appearance of the Eagle
Owl can be described as impressive and aweinspiring, even frightening. The Eagle Owl is active
only at night. During the day, it hides from people
as well as from other birds, particularly crows, who
mob it furiously. The Eagle Owl is not as dependent
on the changes in mole population as our other owls.
It mainly catches hares, voles, ducks and seagulls.
If these are not available, it will also eat frogs and
fish, even other owls. As the hunting of birds of
prey is now strictly forbidden, the Finnish Eagle Owl
population has in a couple of decades grown to
comprise some 3,000 pairs. The Eagle Owl as well
as other owls are protected throughout the year.

STAMP FACTS
Issue date:
Face value:
Issue:
Designer:
Perforation:
Stamp format:
Stamp sizes
Paper:
Printers:
Printing method:
First Day Cover
and postmark:
Price of FDC:

September 4, 1998
FIM 15 (5 x 3 FIM)
700,000
Erik Bruun
13 1/4 x 13 1/4
120 mm x 80 mm
Each stamp different
Stamp paper 102g
Joh Enschede Security
Printing, The Netherlands
Offset 5/0, engraving 1
Erik Bruun
FIM 17.50
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SIX ACCLAIMED MODERN FINNISH DESIGNS FEATURED IN OCTOBER BOOKLET
On October 9th a 6-stamp booklet was
issued introducing modern Finnish design in
the form of six designer products. The booklet
is designed by graphic artist Kari Piippo. Each
stamp is priced at FIM 3so the price of the
entire booklet is FIM 18.
The oldest and internationally perhaps
most renowned motif is the Savoy vase created
by Alvar Aalto in 1936 - the symbol of Finnish
design and one of our most beloved objects of
industrial art. The “Savoy” stamp is a tribute to the
100th anniversary of Academician Aalto.
Kaj Franck’s answer to the challenge of creating
a “beautiful everyday object” was the Kilta set in
1948. This set of tableware can freely be combined
and stacked - a true victory of versatility over oldfashioned ideas about dinner sets.
In 1957, the master of Finnish silversmith, Bertel
Gadberg, designed the Carelia cutlery set which is
now a classic article in daily use. The practical
beauty of Carelia has proven lasting and popular
year after year.
Creatively adapting folklore for modern
purposes, Timo Sarpaneva designed a cast-iron pot
with wooden handles in 1960. The pot represents
high quality everyday aesthetics and inspired
innovative cast iron products in the whole
Scandinavia.
Yrjö Kukkapuro worked a long time on his idea
of an ergonomic seat offering maximum comfort.
The design work resulted in 1964 in the Karuselli
412 chair. The functional chair has maintained its
timeless style to the present day.
STAMP YEAR 1999 PROMISES ART, FINNISH
NATURE & ENTERTAINMENT MOTIFS
In 1999, art lovers will be fascinated by several
stamp publications. The Wounded Angel and The
Garden of Death by Hugo Simberg Will feature as
motifs on next year’s Pro Filatelia stamps, whereas
the statue of Eetu Salin, sculpted by Aimo Tukiainen,
will be depicted on a stamp dedicated to the Labor
Movement. Kalevala jewelry can be admired in the
Kalevala Anniversary stamp publications, and
industrial design is the pictorial subject of a six-stamp
booklet featuring, for instance, Fiskars pruning shears,
a Suunta compass and a guitar designed by Kari

Extreme comfort and practicality were also the
goals of Annika Rimala when she designed the
Tasaraita line for Marimekko in 1968. The pattern
become world famous and an all-time favorite,
STAMP FACTS
Issue date:
Face value:
Issue:
Designer:
Perforation:
Booklet Format:
Paper:
Printers:
Printing method:
First Day Cover
and postmark:

October 9, 1998
FIM 18, (6 x 3 FIM)
800,000
Kari Piippo
131/4 x 131/4
150 x 69 mm
Stamp paper CPL 1
Cover paper Multiart Silk
Setec Oy
Stamps, offset 5/0
Cover, offset 4/1
Kari Piippo

Nieminen. Aficionados of music from the 1930’s,
1940’s and 1950’s will love the new six-stamp booklet
with stamps dedicated to the legendary Olavi Virta,
Reino Helismaa, Tapio Rautavaara and the Harmony
Sisters, among others. Provincial Flower, Provincial
Fish and Provincial Bird will delight nature lovers.
On his fifth miniature sheet with bird motif, professor
Erik Bruun has painted nocturnal summer birds. Next
year’s Easter flower is the crocus.
Roads and bridges set in fabulous Finnish scenery
are the motif of a stamp booklet to be issued next year
in honor of the Finnish road administration,
celebrating its 200th anniversary this year.

The Finnish Philatelist • Vol. 3, No. 4, November, 1998

Page 12

1998 CHRISTMAS STAMPS DESIGNED BY HANNU TAINA
This year’s Christmas stamps were designed by
graphic artist Hannu Taina. The Christmas stamps
were issued on October 30th.
The stamp priced at FIM 2 - a special Christmas
postage - depicts children dancing around the
Christmas tree, whereas the FIM 3 stamp features
children and a dog tobogganing. The third stamp,
priced at FIM 3,20, is an idyllic picture of the
smallest of islands with a tiny cottage on it. The
picture represents Hannu Taina’s inner vision of the
Finnish Christmas which, according to the artist,
should be spent “in the countryside in peace and
quiet”.
Hannu Taina’s best-known works are his
illustrations for the “Uppo-Nalle” books by Elina
Karjalainen, but this highly esteemed graphic artist,
who has won numerous prizes, has also illustrated
dozens of other works - not only fairy tales but also
short stories, poetry, schoolbooks and serials for
magazines.
On October 30th, a “Christmas in Finland” book
telling about Christmas and its traditions in the light
of stamps was published. The book includes all
genuine Finnish Christmas stamps issued in the years
1988 -1998. The text is in Finnish, Swedish, English
and German and the book is priced at FIM 125. It is
available at the Philatelic Center’s shops in Helsinki
and the Polar Circle. All of the new issues can be
ordered directly from the Customer Service desk at
the Finnish Post or from your favorite Scandinavian
stamp dealer.

STAMP FACTS
Issue date:
Face values:
Issue:

Designer:
Perforation:
Format:
Paper:
Printers:
Printing method:
First Day Cover
and postmark:
Price of FDC:

October 30,1998
See below
47,000,000 (2 FIM)
9,000,000 (3 FIM)
3,000,000 (3,20 FIM)
Hannu Taina
14 x 14
24.48 x 34.56 mm (2 FIM)
34.56 x 24.48 mm
Stamp paper CPL 1
Setec Oy
offset 5/0
Hannu Taina
FIM 10,70

The 8 Penni Tri-Lingual Postal Card (continued from page 9)
have been expressed both in favor and against. My
own opinion is that cards with additional stamps
should appear in collections and exhibits, since their
use was obligatory in a certain phase and since post
offices sold them in this manner. In such cases, the
point would be stronger when the card with a 5 pen
serpentine would be dated prior to the release of the
2 pen stamp.
8 + 8 PENNI PROVISIONAL CARD
When the use of postal stationery became
possible to foreign destinations, the Post Office
ordered 16 penni cards of a new design. However,

the post office also held 8 penni cards in stock;
therefore, another 8 penni value stamp was struck
below the first one. A total of 2,500 copies of such
cards were printed. They belonged to the final 8
penni issue whose value stamp was light green.
Some 20-30 cards used abroad are known, plus a
few overfranked cards in domestic mail. The most
distant usages were those to USA. The mint 8+8
penni cards are more common.
Editor’s Note: The next installment will appear in the
February, 1999 newsletter.

