RMPL Special Collections

The Scandinavian Collectors Club Library
ByJeffModesitt

This article is the first of a multipart series that
will describe in detail many of the RMPL's special
collections. These collections are available to members and guests, but in all cases require an appointment to access the material. Should you be interested
in accessing material from any of the special collections, please contact the library at 303-759-9921.
The purpose of this article is to introduce RMPL
members to a wonderful resource that is available to them
in the form of the SCC Library (SCCL) and its literature
holdings. The SCCL is one of a number of special collections housed in the RMPL's two library buildings. All the
SCCL holdings can be found in two rooms in the main
facility and represent one of the two best collections of its
type in the North America. What follows is a little background on how it all came together, followed by a sampling of some of the SCCL holdings.
A Good Deal for Both Parties
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work and built book shelves throughout the SCCL room.
For those of you who have seen this room, a "labyrinth" of
shelving winding its way around and into the far reaches
of the room would, perhaps, be an apt description.
At first, there was plenty of space to organize the
holdings onto these shelves with room to spare for future
expansion. Stuart worked diligently at organizing the holdings (Fig. 1) and came up with several practical innova-

During 1997, then SCC President, Roger P. Quinby
approached Donald G. Beuthel, then President of the
RMPL, about the possibility of transferring the SCCL's
holdings to the RMPL, essentially establishing a separate
library within a library. Benefits for both organizations
were apparent: the SCCL would have a "permanent" location for its holdings and a ready staff of volunteers from
the local SCC chapter who could serve it. The infant (at
that time) RMPL would gain the prestige of housing a major national society specialty library and the contents of
those holdings would be immediately (well, almost) available to RMPL members!
Negotiations began and a Memorandum of Agreement between the SCC and RMPL was signed in March
1998 by both parties in which the following three major
provisions were to occur: (1) SCCL's holdings would be
relocated to the RMPL, but the SCC would retain legal
ownership of those holdings, (2) SCCL holdings would
remain at RMPL indefinitely, and (3) SCCL holdings
would be located and segregated in a separate room at
RMPL.
The SCCL's First Librarian at the RMPL
At the time the SCCL holdings were relocated to
Denver, Dr. Stuart Silverberg, a member of SCC Chapter
27, was appointed by SCC to serve as SCC Librarian. The
RMPL gave a large room to SCCL for its holdings, but it
was apparent that it needed considerable reconfiguring to
accommodate them. Enter Gregory Frantz, another member of Chapter 27, who was a carpenter and custom cabinetry maker by profession. Greg immediately went to

Fig. 1. An exceptional collection of Scandinavian specialized
catalogs is a foundation of the library.
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tions that are still in place today. Stuart ably functioned as
the SCC Librarian for more than four years and was responsible for keeping the collections organized, new acquisitions indexed, mailing out requested materials, and
other day-to-day tasks. But by mid 2002, it became apparent that his developing health problems were affecting his
ability to continue in that capacity. Stuart retired as Librarian and the Librarian functions were taken over by six

Fig. 2. Paul Albright and Roger Cichorz display the Carl
Pelander Award listing the six SCC "librarians. "
The Pelander is the highest service award bestowed by the
SCC national organization.

"Library Volunteers" (who are also all RMPL members:
Paul Albright, Roger Cichorz, Gregory Frantz, Jim Kilbane, Howard Benson and Jeff Modesitt).
SCC Southern California Adds to Collection
About that time, the SCC Southern California Chapter decided to disband its own Library and donated the
entire holdings to the SCCL. A rental truck full of boxes
of books, articles, and periodicals arrived at the RMPL,
and the contents eventually added another 75% to the total
of the SCCL holdings. These arrived unsorted and created
quite a challenge for the fledgling library and its volunteers.
Fortunately, this is about the time Roger Cichorz retired and gravitated to the SCCL on almost a fulltime basis
—none too soon, as the SCCL space needed rapid processing before anything could be accessed. By early 2004,
Roger and friends, especially Paul Albright, completed the
preliminary sorting of the additional donations from California.

Expanding to a Second Room
The library has continued to grow and the RMPL graciously provided another room (Fig. 3) to house the expanding holdings. Here, the periodicals, show catalogs,
and much of the exhibition materials are
housed. The SCCL
does not rely on
RMPL staff to catalog its collection or
send out material
requested by other
libraries or SCC
members. A catalog
of the holdings is
constantly being updated and is available
on the SCC website
at: http://www.scconline.org/library. In
addition, the SCC's
FiS- 3. The second room holds primaricatalog is also incor- fy periodicals and auction catalogs, as
porated into the APS/ weU as Scandinavian memorabilia such
APRL Union Cataas thlspostal carrier sjacket
log.
In 2012, the SCC gave the Carl Pelander Award to
the SCC Library Committee. Figure 2 shows Paul Albright
and Roger Cichorz holding the plaque which now hangs in
the library.
Funding for the SCCL is provided in large part by the
efforts of Roger Cichorz and generous donations of philatelic and related materials. Roger has very successfully
organized and staged regular auctions of the SCCL's excess material. The revenue from these auctions has allowed the SCCL to be self-supporting. It has also allowed
the SCCL and the parent national society to show their
appreciation for the space provided by making yearly contributions to the RMPL.
Currently, the SCCL's philatelic and related holdings
consist of:
* more than 2,000 books (hardbound, softbound, and
paperback) primarily related to Scandinavian and Nordic countries ("S/N"), including Denmark, Sweden,
Finland. Norway, Greenland, Iceland, Faroes, Aland,
and the Danish West Indies);
* several thousand philatelic periodicals (extended runs
of 65 journal titles, 20 still active);
* 400 philatelic auction catalogues (primarily paperbacks, extended runs from seven major auction firms);
* 500 philatelic exhibition and show catalogues
(primarily paperbacks);
* 400 softbound and hardbound stamp catalogues
(general S/N areas and specialized, specific to individual S/N countries, primarily extended runs ofFacit,
SFF Specialkatalog, Norgeskatalogen, Norma/LaPe,
and A FA).
Some highlights of the holdings are illustrated on the
next page.
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A FEW HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SCCL SHELVES
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Whether you collect Sweden, Denmark, Aland
or the Faroes, the SCCL has everything from basic
catalogs to travel guides and a whole lot inbetween. A full series of prime reference catalogs
such as Facit and AFA, especially the Danish Specialized edition, are some of the library's often used
books. Regardless of the philatelic field, there is
likely to be material that you can use, including
media presentations.
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