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In the August issue of the newsletter (Vol. 12, No. 3, 2007) we published a small
article on the Red Cross labels, illustrating a block of four with the 5, 10, 25 and 50
penni values and the 50 penni label in grayscale imprinted on a 10 penni, 1911 postal
stationary card. Shown above is an example of the 50 penni label imprinted on a 1901
20 penni stationery entire (Norma EK 32; Lape 38). It is interesting to note that as far
as we know none of the imprinted labels on the stationery cards or entires ever passed
through the mails. Surely there must be some details about these labels in the Finnish
philatelic literature that we might share with our English speaking readers. We will
continue our search. Can you help? From the collection of Jeffrey Stone.
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Fun with Finnish First Day Covers – 19
The 1941 Red Cross Reconstruction Issues
By Alan Warren

On January 1, 1941, Finland issued a set of four
Red Cross semi-postals to raise funds to support
reconstruction following the Winter War of 19391940 (Norma 252-255). The same set of designs,
with new values, will issue in 1945 to help fund
reconstruction after World War II.
The 50 p + 5 p depicts a laborer carrying
building materials, and the 1:75 FM + 15 p shows a
man plowing a field. The 2:75 FM + 25 p features
a mother and child and the 3:50 FM + 35 p has the
Finnish flag.
Both Norma and Lape show a first day date of
January 2. FACIT also used to show this date but
has changed its listing to show January 1 as seen in
these two first day covers. Although January 1 was
considered a holiday with most post offices closed,
there were a few major offices that were open and
cancelled the covers on the proper issue date.
Figure 1 is a registered FDC with a boxed 4language cachet, cancelled at Helsinki and sent to
Sweden. It is backstamped Höglandstorget January
3. The purple Finnish censor mark (Moxter TG-S-71)
was used from 1940 until 1946. As to be expected
with a cover bearing the full set of stamps, the letter is
overpaid. The rate to Nordic countries at the time was
2 FM and the registry fee was an additional 2 FM.
Figure 2 is a local FDC mailed in Lohja. It bears
a red cross cachet dated 1941 and also a straight line
handstamp “First day cover.”
Figure 1, top right.
Figure 2, bottom right.

Second & Third Lipola Я Registration
Covers Reported
Two additional Lipola Я registration covers were reported
by Harri Kuusisto, proprietor of the Merkki-Albert stamp shop in
Helsinki. Shown here on the right is Я label No. 21, postmarked 3.
xx. 14. The month is unreadable, however the 14 kopek rate (7 kop
letter + 7 kop registry) indicates that it was postmarked prior to the
rate increases (10 kop letter + 10 kop registry) from Finland to Russia
that went into effect October 4, 1914. The second Lipola cover (not
shown here) Я label is No. 23. It is addressed to the same party in “St.
Petrograd,” suggesting that the corresponent was somewhat confused
about the name change from St. Petersburg to Petrograd.
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Russian Meddling At Finland’s Post During Period Of Autonomy

By Jorma Keturi, Translated by Carita Parker, Edited by Sheldon Tobin
From Tabellarius, No. 8, 2006
When Finland was annexed to Russia as an autonomous
entity in 1809, the country’s postal service was re-organized.
During the tenure of Finland’s first Postmaster General, Gustaf
Wilhelm Ladau, named in 1811, clandestine inspections of
letter mail was widely practiced. And although this kind of
activity would at times diminish, censoring and spying were
the typical uses of power during nearly the entire Russian-era
period. As the border of the Russian state expanded further
to the west with the acquisition of Finland in 1809, the Turku
field post office became the new border post office operating
under both the Russian interior ministry and the St. Petersburg
postal administration. The imperial decree of 1809 stipulated
that Finland’s postal organization be under the direction and
control of the new governing council chamber committee (later
the Senate), but the committee lacked the resources for its
assigned tasks. Thus, the chairman of the delegation of Finland
Affairs to the Emperor, Carl Erik Mannerheim, proposed that
the control of the Post temporarily be transferred to each of the
governors. As a result, the postmasters of the post offices on
the territory of each province got a new chief with the postal
organization now having two masters: The governors of the
provinces and the Russian authorities.
Captain Ladau, who during the war of 1809 had served
as head of the staff of General von Buxhoevden who was
the commander of the Russian troops in Finland, received an
order from the emperor to begin to organize postal transport.
The Russians were especially interested in the continuation
of the activities of the “Black Cabinet,” (i.e. clandestine
operations). After having received the go-ahead from the
emperor in May of 1810, Ladau began to hatch operational
plans for Finland’s Post. He suggested that the Turku field post
office duties be transferred to the new postal administration
that thus would have added 30 subordinate post offices. The
Ladau plan, however, left Finland’s governing council without
any decision-making in the affairs of the Post, leading to a
conflict with the principle of internal independence that the
emperor had granted Finland.

Figure 1. A letter from Uppsala (Sweden) to Turku in 1825, opened
by the Turku post office secret inspection department.

Ladau, Head Of The Post And A Senator
The completed plan was sent to Gustaf Mauritz Armfelt
who was in charge of Finland affairs in St. Petersburg and
who managed to have the proposal changed to one year. In
1811, the emperor prepared an edict approving the proposal
for organizing of Finland’s Post. The emperor also named
Ladau to the office of postmaster general and a member of
the governing council. Furthermore, the emperor ordered that
a postal board be established in Turku headed by Ladau. This
was only a temporary arrangemnt, valid for one year at a time.
The postal board was transferred to Helsinki in 1819.
The opposing arguments concerning the postmaster general
position as related to the governing council continued between
the postmaster and the council, which in 1816 was renamed
the Senate. After the Napoleonic wars a more lasting solution
was arrived at in 1816. The most important change was that
Finland’s Senate expressed its views to the emperor through the
governor general. To Ladau this was a defeat of authority and
would later be reflected in his attitude toward the members of the
Senate. Ladau’s foremost intention was to weaken the emperor’s
faith in the Finnish lawmakers. For this purpose he resorted to
spying on letter mail and reported his findings to the emperor
through the governor general. The Russian field post offices
had secretly opened and read letter mail carried by field post
already during the 1809 war and this practice continued when
Russia became Finland’s new master. Ladau and his aids would
actively inspect letters, particularly from Sweden, and would
inform the emperor when needed about their findings. Ladau
particularly tried to discover what the members of family-owned
Finnish industrial works thought about the Russian governance,
which encompassed inspecting their letter correspondence with
influential individuals. Ladau as a member of the Senate used
spying to further his political ambitions.

Figure 2. A sender’s seal was so cleverly broken that it could not
be detected without implements.
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representative of a conquered country, Mannerheim had been
able to influence the emperor in calling together the gathering
of the Porvoo Diet (later called Parliament).
During Governor General Zakrevski’s tenure, 1824-1831,
the clandestine activity increased, reaching also the Helsinki
post office and so the “Black Cabinets” were operational
both in Turku and Helsinki. The “Cabinet” activity was most
effective during Zakrevski’s time. The letter spying continued
in the above post offices until the end of 1869 when Finland’s
postmaster general informed St. Petersburg that the 1,000 ruble
grant set aside for the clandestine operation was no longer
needed. The activity was not systematically organized anymore
and practiced only haphazardly. Russia’s subsequent czars did
not support the spying because the situation in Finland was
politically peaceful.

Figure 3. Russian postage stamps from 1876
marked at the Wyborg post office. Use of the
stamps has heretofore been seen only in the
area of the Karelian Isthmus.
Censoring Tightens In Russia
As the letter mail spying became generally known it
became of less benefit. However, censoring in Russia tightened
after the ascension of Nicholas I to the throne in 1825 because
of the Decembrist Revolt against the emperor in St. Petersburg
and Kiev in December. The emperor believed that future revolts
could be prevented with tight censoring and clandestine letter
mail inspections. The tightening of censoring in the empire was
morropred in Finland which provided ever better opportunities
for Postmaster Ladau’s secret spying activities.
The new governor general to Finland, Arseni Zakrevski,
would also indulge in local letter mail spying. Zakrevski had
to be persuaded by the emperor to accept the high position in
the borderland (Finland) because Zakrevski, as a general in
Russia during the Napoleonic Wars, did not think highly of
the position offered by the emperor. Knowing only the Russian
language contributed from the start to his problems with the
Finns and added to their mutual distrust.
One of Zakrevski’s modus operandi was to be in direct
contact with the emperor to whom he presented matters of
which Finland’s Senate would only learn about afterward. This
action was not only against the law, but would cause opposition
in the Senate and with the economics department vice chairman,
the Count Carl Erik Mannerheim, who was the progenitor of
the family branch that in the late 1700s had come from Sweden
to Finland. Mannerheim had been elected to the Senate in
1820 and two years later became its economics department
vice chairman. From the perspective of Finland’s history, it
was an important position of trust. A few years earlier, as the

The Use Of Russian Postage In Finland
Whereas in 1856, Finland introduced its own postage,
nine years earlier the entires (i.e. envelopes with pre-printed
monetary values had begun to be used. Finland got its own
currency in 1865.
When Finnish postal officials in 1870 entered into
negotiations with the Russian postal government concerning
postal transport between the countries, significant discussions
focused on using Russian postage in Finland. The discussions
resulted in a written agreement that included paragraph 16,
which provided that Russian postage stamps could be used in
Finland and Finnish stamps in Russia. However, this apparently

Bottom: The periodical “Fyren” issued a political cartoon (in
Swedish) “Matuschka and the Finnish Post,”on the subordination
of Finland’s Post- and Telegraph to its Russian counterpart.
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Figure 5. A Card from Finland’s postmaster general advising about an
impending inspection scheduled for the Tampere post office by Russian
authorities for August 23, 1894,

meant only those postal items that the Russians sent from the
Karelian Isthmus and from the Helsinki-St. Petersburg railroad
stations to their homeland (Russia). This matter was reviewed
in Finland’s Senate where it was concluded that the postage
stamp agreement could not be implemented as such. Alexander
II approved the other sections of the aforementioned agreement,
but left the postage stamp issue unratified. The incident can
be categorized as the first subtle attempt at Russification of
Finland’s Post.
In early July of 1881 the postal order signed by the emperor
came into force that dealt with Finland’s internal postal service,
but did not cover the postal exchange between Finland and
Russia for which separate directives were drawn up each time
as needed. The stronger industrial and societal developments
after the Crimean War would over the years require Finland’s
Post to implement more varied and efficient services than were
made possible in part by the right obtained by Finland’s Senate
in 1885 to make changes in its postal organization independently
of the emperor.
Factors Influencing
The Birth Of The Postal Manifesto
The most important factor in the appearance of the socalled Postal Manifesto was the developments in Russian
internal politics. The secret societies behind the Decembrist
Revolt believed that the relinquishing of autocracy and the
freeing of the serfs would have given Russia the reforms it
so desperately needed. Not only had the ruling ideologies of
orthodox religion, autocracy and nationalism during the reign
of Nicholas I alienated the educated from the czar, but the 1825
revolt had frightened the emperor so that he changed internal
politics into a reactionary mode. Because the emperor was
convinced of the necessity of continued control and discipline,
he established governing bodies through which he could rule his
empire without hindrance. For instance, a fact finding committee
that was established with the task of mapping the true condition
of the empire, lent its support to the czar’s autocratic leanings
in the summary of its report.
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Pan-Slavism Grows Stronger
Nationalism as a guiding principle was a dangerous
path for an empire with a multi-ethnic population which
became a great challenge for future rulers who were forced
to continue on an even tighter Russification path. At the
same time, nationalism encouraged Pan-Slavism with the
aim of binding all Slavic nations into a political, religious,
and cultural unity. Pan-Slavism proved to be a noteworthy
idea in the 1800s.
The European revolutions in 1848 influenced the
tightening of censorship in Russia. Universities, too, came
under even stricter control as did the police. For example,
the writer Fedor Dostoevski was imprisoned and sentenced
to death, although he was pardoned later. Russia’s true
backwardness was evident at the time of the Crimean war
begun in 1954. The lack of railroads prevented rapid troop
movements and not enough firearms for all of the soldiers.
Contemporaries of Nicholas I condemned him saying that
during his reign everything was done wrong.
After Alexander II came to power in 1855, he abolished
serfdom and modernized the government. The czar believed
that reform could be done in small steps without resorting
to autocratic rule. But the efforts at reform were insufficient
to overcome the differences between the emperor and the
educated classes. Czar Alexander II was killed by a bomb
in 1881. His successor to the throne was Alexander III
who on one hand wished to retain autocracy, but on the
other realized that in order to calm the internal situation in
Russia, considerable societal reforms had to be enacted by
modernizing the economy and government.
During the rule of Alexander III, the principle of
autocracy that strongly supported a centralized state
government along with a bureaucratic governance led to
a continuous struggle against revolutionaries and against
the reforms enacted by the previous ruler. The reforms
were thought to be a threat to state security. Also, the state
of Finland seemed to pose a threat to autocracy because
the country was headed toward a national awakening. This
development was not lost on the empire and those issues that
threatened to separate Finland from Russia were attended to
swiftly. Under the guidance of the Russian interior minister
an unprecedented attack against Finland was started initially
in the press and later in scientific publications. The assaults
were part of a larger plan aimed at making sure that the
Russian governments way of thinking would spread
everywhere in the vast empire.
The side-by-side existence of the governor general
and Finland’s Senate amounted to an unbalanced dual
sharing of power that caused problems in Russia’s Finland
politics. The governor general of Finland, Nikolai Bobrikov,
demanded a similar power structure as in Poland where in
the affairs of governing, the Senate was subservient to the
governor general. The first concrete order of business had
to do with Finland’s customs duty protection modeled after
the protective customs duty system in Russia. However, the
customs duty system in Finland was not changed due to the
financial implications.
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stamps on May 15, 1891, alongside the Finnish coat of arms
stamps.
The Russian postage was with certain restrictions valid also
for the franking of postal items in Finland. The Russification
continued with the changing of the Finland-postmarks from
two languages to three in 1893. The barring of the use of the
Finnish coat of arms stamps in 1901 caused great emotional
upset. In the opinion of Bobrikov, the coat of arms stamps
were a symbol that both in Finland and abroad there was
considerable misunderstandings about the Grand Duchy’s
political situation. Otherwise the effects of the Manifesto
on the Post were minor. Actually, attempts to overturn the
Manifesto or change its content caused more headaches for
Finland’s Senate than anything else. The Finns considered the
emperor’s Russification actions unjust and a rescinding of the
promises of previous rulers. The Russian authorities came to
realize that not all of the objectives of the Postal Manifesto had
been reached. The fact became apparent in the inspections of
the post offices that showed scant use of the ring stamps. The
total use amounted to only about 9% of the postage stamp sales
in the entire Grand Duchy of Finland.

Figure 6. When the stamps with the Finnish coat of arms became
prohibited, after Governor General Bobrikov forbade their use
entirely on postal items, *the Hagelstam book store published the
so-called Mourning Stamp of which the (pictured) official newspaper
advertisement tells about.
The advertisement reads, “For Sale: The Finnish one (1) penni coat
of arms stamp is now available in the store and is a particularly
appropriate decoration for all foreign postal items. Dealers buying
in quantity receive a favorable discount. The stamp is sold for cash
only consonant to the order, and the profit goes to support patriotic
causes. The coat of arms stamp is a very saleable item to booksellers,
rural traders, pharmacists, bakers, etc.”
Dealers, turn to: Wentzel Hagelstam, Helsingfors.

Effects Of The Postal Manifesto On Finland’s Post
The written declaration, or the so-called Postal Manifesto,
by the emperor on June 12, 1890, decreed that Finland’s Post
was to come under the control of the Russian interior ministry
as well as under the Post and Telegraph main administration.
For financial reasons, the Post and Telegraph administrations
had been consolidated as early as 1884. According to the
Manifesto, instead of the local ordinances Finland’s Post
was to bring into force the rules and regulations valid in the
empire. Among the duties of the head of the Russian Postand Telegraph was to inspect Finland’s post offices and the
director of the Post was named to that position by the emperor
on the recommendation of the governor general of Finland.
Of interest is that the 1889 Finnish postage stamp series was
already printed in three languages. The immediate result of
the 1890 Manifesto was the appearance of the so-called ring

The “Mourning Stamp” And Other Signs
Of Passive Resistance
During 1901, all kinds of postal items symbolizing
passive resistance passed through the Post. The most apparent
demonstration was the “Mourning Stamp” that was pasted next
to the official postage, mainly on postal items abroad. The
stamp infuriated Governor General Bobrikov, who ordered
an immediate discontinuance of its use. A Gendarme Corps
in Finland acted as the governor general’s troops of inquiry
informing him in their monthly report about their observations.
The Finnish postal administration head received many written
notices about the spreading of these detested stamps by his
postal service, and finally had to resign as matters became
even more inflamed.
Another “thorn” in the governor’s side was the
“enlightenment literature” printed abroad. Of these especially
the leaflet “Fria Ord” (Tr. free words) printed in Stockholm

Figure 7. The Finns were quite inventive when it came
to express their standing on Finland’s postal matter. The
imperial coat of arms and the Russian text is partly obscured
by the lines drawn in the upside down handwriting. (T.
Termonen collection)
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was the best known and distributed from hand to hand by the
underground. According to a nameless informant’s written
account in the Archives, the leaflets had also been carried by
the postal service in sealed letter envelopes.
Start Of Preparations For
The New Russification Project
The Finnish people considered Bobrikov the instigator of
the Russian oppression. In 1904 he was assassinated. That same
year, the start of the Russo-Japanese War and the general strike
riots that followed, provided momentary relief for the Finns,
but the worst was yet to come with the Russification project
that began in 1908. The re-organization of Finland’s affairs
started in 1910 with a law that specified a total of 19 legislative
areas of national significance and therefore had to be handled
in the Russian legislature. The law was contrary to Finland’s
constitutional laws. In turn the slowness of enacting laws was
indicative of the manner of governance in the Russian Empire,
because not until 1914 was the so-called great Russification
program as confirmed by Nicholas II issued. In practice this
meant the culmination of a second era of oppression with
the purpose of making Finland totally dependent on Russian
governing power. As an example, Finland’s Post and Telegraph
would have been merged into the Russian, but, WW I, which
started at the end of July 1914, nullified any implementation
of such a plan. The former
President of Finland, J.K. Paasikivi, in his memoir writes
that if not for the World War and Russia beaten, most likely
Finland would have faced ruin.
The Romanov 300-year Commemoratives in Finland
Russia on January 13, 1913 issued the Romanov
Dynasty 300-year commemoratives, and Finland’s Senate
kept up correspondence with the empire Post- and Telegraph
administration about the penni- and Fmk value overprinting in
Finland. The Senate informed St. Petersburg that in its opinion
it was inappropriate to have stamps with a text overprint on
depicted likenesses of the imperials as was the case with the
Russian Levant commemoratives. In the opinion of the Senate
committee it would have been more appropriate to print the
denomination in Finnish currency on the stamp so that it did
not reach onto the depicted likeness. Furthermore, there was a
desire to print the stamps in Finland, because it had the needed
tools and skills. But the Russian authorities had the final say
by rejecting entirely the idea of making the so-called Finnish
version. Yet, at the beginning of the anniversary year the stamp
issue was still open as far as Finland was concerned, because the
Senate had asked about the Bureau of Printing opinion and as a
result proofs were made. Thus, regardless of the Russification
project as in the stamp matter, the Senate was being heard and
apparently Finland’s government officials were in a passive
delaying mode about it.
The imperial family by now was not very popular in
Russia, and the second oppression era under way in Finland,
shows clear signs of becoming even stronger. However, it is
surprising that the commemorative stamps for sale in Russia
were not sent at all to Finland’s Post, and that the distribution

Figure 8. Russian postage became obligatory on mail
abroad, and (pictured) an unusual spot demonstratively
for the stamp. (T. Termonen collection)

was by the Russian telegraph offices. Perhaps the reason for
the unusual channel of distribution was that time simply ran
out due to the handling by the authorities. Possibly the conflict
between the Senate and the Russian postal officials about the
place of printing resulted in Finland’s Postmaster General,
Pietari Jamalainen, not receiving any of the commemoratives
even though he had asked for a delivery. The stamps eventually
appeared in Finland’s telegraph offices in mid-March 1913.
Own Post Office For The Emperor In Finland
During the era of Finland’s autonomy, the Russian
emperors and their families would several times visit various
parts of the country, but mostly during summer vacations in the
beautiful Finnish Archipelago, which provided a few reserved
areas for the imperial navy entourage to drop anchor. One such
place was named “Reid Schtandart” that according to a pilot
station handbook was located in an area sheltered from the
wind in the eastern part of the Gulf of Finland. The water way
was deep and wide enough to allow the escorting war ships
to get close to the emperor’s yacht. A shuttle boat carried the
postal mail between the mainland and the imperial vessel,
a magnificent 100 meter pleasure boat named “Schtandart”
(Standard) for the use of Czar Nicholas II and family.
In order to secure the relaying of information, the emperor
had a telegraph and from 1912, also a Finnish post office located
some distance back from the Hurpu Pier. The telegraph and
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was not the issuer of the stamps. Instead
the banks were because the stamps were
replacements for the coins. The currency
stamps printed on thicker than usual paper
resembled postage stamps so much so that
the public started to paste them also on their
postal items, which the Post accepted and
forwarded. The Russian soldiers in Finland
used these stamps on their letters home.
Finland’s Post, in its bulletin of October
1915 notified that currency stamps could
be used in place of postage stamps for
the franking of postal items. However,
in December of that same year the postal
administration declared that the stamps
were not valid for postal use, which caused
confusion among the public. For instance, a
Russian officer from the minesweeper unit
stationed at the Suomenlinna Fortress had
tried to mail a letter to Russia franked with
a 20 kopek currency stamp at a branch post
Figure 10. In early 1913 Russia issued the Romanov Dynasty commemoratives, pictured here office in central Helsinki, but the postal
the likeness of Czar Nicholas II. Interestingly, the stamps were never delivered to Finland’s employee there had refused acceptance of
Post for re-distribution.
the item. A letter to the governor general
post office used a special date mark that followed the Finnish
was sent about the incident complaining
calendar, with text in Russian, (i.e. “Reid Schtandart,”) of the rude treatment and ignorance. The governor general
and functioned as a branch of the Wyborg Post. The postal was so incensed about the matter that he sent the Postmaster
connection from Hurpu trip to Wyborg was made by boat, the General Jamalainen a harshly worded letter of rebuke about
“Sampo,” where a postman carried the emperor’s mail. Further such behavior. The governor stated that the public had been
postal connections from Wyborg and back were handled by informed about the matter in the official press, and that the
couriers traveling on postal trains. Finland’s governor general Post had issued a circular where post offices were notified
had made a proposal to the Senate about the securing of of the validity of the currency stamps along with the silver
an imperial message connection because the emperor even and copper exchange currency. The governor added that the
while vacationing was not totally free to be without these stamps had been made in the likeness of the postage stamps
connections.
issued in honor of the Romanov Dynasty anniversary. The
Visits by the imperial family caused all kinds of extra duties denominations were in the 20, 15, 10, 3, 2, and 1 kopek values
for the authorities, such as providing security and medical care. with text related on the reverse side. Possibly the Russification
The emperor’s staff in charge at the imperial palace received program of Finland had become such public knowledge among
from frequent reports about Finland’s epidemics from Finnish the Russians that even the Russian Army had developed a
officials. A designated hospital was on stand-by just in case, critical attitude toward the Finns.
especially with the Czarevich Alexei’s hemophilia. The
Gendarme Corps was in charge of the security for the imperials
Postal Censoring During Period Of WWI
as they moved about in Finland.
The start of the World War at the end of July 1914 greatly
The use of the “emperor’s” post office was rather brief; impacted Finland’s Post in many ways. In the early days of
only during 1913-14 did it serve an imperial function, since the the war the railroads were jammed and suffered from a lack
World War ended the Czar’s vacations for good. According to of equipment due to military transports that caused difficulties
Archival information, Nicholas II arrived on his yacht in the with postal car traffic.
Kavo waters on July 22, 1913, and the voyage continued later
On the order of the Russian military officials, inspections
on to Hanko for the 200-year anniversary celebration of the of postal items were begun immediately, and although Finland
Riihilahti Sea Battle.
was not a war zone, strict postal censoring was nonetheless
introduced while both domestic and foreign postal items
Problems With The Start Of The Currency Stamps
were inspected. The governor general was very active with
In the Russian Empire, paper currency stamps resembling the idea of postal censoring although as a civilian authority
postage stamps were issued to replace the silver coins that the he played no deciding role. Because of the war Russia’s own
populace had hidden away as the World War continued. In Russia postal connections on its usual routes were severed, which
the stamps were taken into use in 1915. In Finland, the Post then caused a massive load of mail detoured via Tornio to
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Figure 11. According to the text on the
currency stamps, these could be used in
place of same value silver coins.

Figure 12. The Russian currency stamps were valid in Finland only during October 21, 1915December 18, 1915. On inland parcel card a 20 kopek currency stamp that apparently was from a
Russian patient in hospital.

Figure 13. A letter seized by Russian war censor; the reason was the German language
used in the funeral invitation. Finland’s war censor after a few weeks released the item
to be forwarded.

Russia. When the censoring began in Tornio in mid-August
because un-inspected mail was piling up there, postal workers
from various post offices around Finland were ordered to help
reduce the pile-up. Postal employees censored the mail in ten
inspection offices, while the postal administration became
embroiled in a lengthy dispute over salary compensations
because the governor general was unwilling to use Russian
funding for it. All in all, the advantages of the postal censoring
were minimal considering the financial and emotional strain
placed on the postal administration.

After the Russian Revolution in March of 1917, the names
of the governor general and his aids were included on the postal
item inspection list, whereas previously their mail had been
free from inspection. All this was an indication of what was
to come, since after a few months these persons were arrested
and taken by train to Petrograd (later Leningrad, now named
St. Petersburg) to be sentenced.

Sources: Documents from the governor general’s office 18231917 (The National Archives)
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An Unused 10 Kopek Oval On Wide Laid Paper
By Jeffrey Stone, Ph.D.

In August 1992, the late Mike
Hvidonov reported the discovery in
Lithuania of a 10 kop oval stamp
on wide laid paper (1859) in unused
condition. His report published in
The Posthorn in the USA described
the stamp as “the only one of its kind
ever reported”1. The caption below a
black and white picture of the stamp
on the front cover of the journal
reads “New and Unique”. The
following year, the prolific British
philatelic writer, Norman Williams
FRPSL, published an article on the
same stamp in a series of articles
on unique stamps in Stamp Collector, also an American
journal.2 He compared the shape of the stamp to the 1c black
on magenta of British Guiana, 1856. I recently acquired a file
of correspondence between Williams and Gummesson, on the
subject of this stamp. Consequently, I can add a few details to
the story and also provide colour photographs of the stamp for
the first time, as these were also on file.
When Hvidonov wrote his article, he was unaware that
Gummesson had bought the stamp, although Gummesson was
his informant and supplied Hvidonov with a photograph of
the stamp. Hvidonov states that Gummesson discovered the
stamp at a stamp exhibition in Vilnius in 1989 where he tried
unsuccessfully to acquire it. Williams saw Hvidonov’s article
and on 23 September 1992, he wrote to Gummesson, asking
for photographs and more details of the stamp. In his reply of
28 September, Gummesson confirmed the colour as the redcarmine shade. He went on to say that he had purchased the
stamp for Skr 150,000 which he thought was really cheap for
this unique stamp but he explained the low price by the eightsided shape of the stamp. He said that he bought the stamp for
his own specialised collection of Finland.
Williams used this information to write his article for
Stamp Collector but on 26 December 1992 he wrote again to
Gummesson, saying that he intended to write another article

about the stamp and its discovery
for the British journal, Gibbons
Stamp Monthly and asking for
a colour transparency and more
information. On 11 January 1993,
Gummesson replied saying that the
stamp was previously purchased at
a really low price from an approval
booklet circulated by the Estonian
collectors’ stampclub Headoffice
in Moscow a few years ago.
Gummesson first saw it 1989 when
it became possible for Finnish tourist
groups to make cultural visits to the
Baltic countries within the Eastern
Block. Gummesson was a member of HFF and was invited to
join a group from HFF visiting the stamp exhibition in Vilnius.
When he first saw the stamp in the exhibition, he offered to
buy or barter it for quite a high price. Although the owner was
happy to receive an unexpected offer, he was not willing to sell
the stamp since it had not cost him much. In 1992, however,
the owner became ill and needed expensive medication, so he
contacted Gummesson offering to sell the stamp.
Gummesson supplied Williams with the colour slide which
he had requested and confirmed that the stamp has no gum.
Williams seems to have had colour prints taken from the slides.
On 18 May 1993, Williams wrote to Gummesson enclosing a
copy of the article in Stamp Collector and mentioning that the
article in Gibbons Stamp Monthly is likely to be some time yet.
In fact, no such article was ever published.
Endnotes
1
Hvidonov, Mike, 1992, “Unique, Unused 10 kop. on Wide
Laid Paper”, The Posthorn 49, 3, 125-6.
2
Williams, L.N., 1993, “Finnish octagon stamp surfaced
after 130 years”, Stamp Collector, 22 May, 10.
Editor’s Note
This article will also appear in Finnish in Filatelisti, the
journal of the Finnish Philatelic Federation.

Seppo Laaksonen Offers Military Air Parcel Post Stamps Used By Finnish Forces in Middle East
Finland has issued only
two air parcel post stamps
for its armed forces serving
abroad in peace keepinng
missions. The first stamp
(YK 1 )was used from 19641977 by the Finnish Battalion
YK 2b Blue-green paper
on Cyrpus. This stamps is
expensive, elusive and unpriced used.
From 1973 to 1982, Finland issued a second air parcel
;ost stamp for its military personnel serving in South Lebanon,
Golan Heights and Egypt.

Mr. Laaksonen is offering this stamp, YK 2b, on bluegreen paper used from 1977-1982. The stamps are described
as fine used with the CTO Mitätöity / Makulerad handstamp
without date.
The stamps catalogue for 25 Euros used, about US $37 at
press time. Your price is US $15 postpaid, cash. For US and
Canadian readers, you may send a check or cash to the editor
and the money will be transfered to Mr. Laaksonen or you may
send cash (absolutely no checks) directly to:
Seppo Laaksonen
Runeberginku 4 C B 28
FI-00100 Helsinki, Finland
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Three Items on the Finnish Railway TPOs: A Rare Cover from Pargala, Station 5;
Neglect and Protest Shown in Two Unusual Postal Cards to SPB

Figure 1. Station number 5 was applied separately on this August 188__ cover
from Pargala to the Finnish Station at Perkjärvi for Mr. Aleksandr Pavlovich at
the Filonov’s dacha. Wealhy Russian nobility and businessmen often vacationed
in southern Finland in the towns from near the Gulf of Finland. From the
collection of Ed Fraser.

Figure 2. An unnecessary trip to St. Petersburg.

From 1870 until 1875 the stations on the
Helsinki-St. Petersburg (SPB) Railway were numbered
from 1 to 35 beginning with station 1 at SPB and station
35, Helsinki. By 1881, as new stations were added to
the route, Helsinki station was renumbered 41, but the
stations on the Russian side of the border remained
according to the original station numbering plan, at
least until May 1889.
The railway postal clerks were instructed to place
the station number in the circular datestamp, but often
did not have time to make the change between stations
(they are very close together and the clerks may well
have been still processing mail from SPB), so they
placed the station number slug in their fingers and
applied it separately as shown on this cover (Figure 1)
from Pargala on the Russian side of the border.
This cover is addressed to the Perkjärvi railway
station, Filonov’s dacha, Mr. Aleksandr Pavlovich. The
Perkjärvi station is 72 kilometers (approx. 43 miles)
west of Pargala.
Postal items from the 15 small intermediate stations
west of SPB to Wiborg are dear, but items from the
five stations on the Russian side closest to SPB are
exceptional. Items from Lanskaja are not known to me
and items from Schuvalova, station 4, Pargala, station
6 and Levaschova, station 6 are among the most elusive
for the collector of Finnish railway and station marks.
Conditions on the early mail coaches were very
difficult. The quarters were cramped, cold, dreary and
the postal clerks overworked.1 Despite the conditions,
there were few mistakes, but now and then a card or
letter was sent in the wrong direction, often at a transfer
point or in this case, as shown in Figure 2, the card
datelined at Toijala should have been taken off the
westbound train at Tavastehus, the destination address,
but instead continued on to SPB. Later the card was
redirected to its proper destination address.
In Figure 3, an invalid “unfranked” Finnish
stationery card entered the mailstream via a small RTPO
van called a “postal compartment” which shared space
in the baggage car. The route of Postilj.k.R-P (RaumaPeipohja) connected to the Pori-Helsinki line, which
connected with the Helsinki-SPB line at Riihimäki.
As a protest some people kept using the invalid penni
franked cards to Russia, so in 1897, the Russian Post
began taxing penni franked cards at twice the 7 kopek
letter rate instead of the twice the 3 kopek post card rate.
The UPU postage due schedule was restored in 1906.

Endnotes
1

See The Finnish Philatelist nine part series on the
development of Finnish RTPOs. The series, by Professor
Figure 3. Finnish penni ranking invalid to Russia. The UPU agreement called
Ilkka Teerijoki, ran in nine consecutive issues beginning in
for unfranked mail to be assessed twice the normal rate or 6 kopeks.
Vol. 7, No. 1, February 2002.
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Turku Censor Stamp No. 11, Mark 9 Discovery Item Reported

Figure 2. CS No. 11, Mark 8

Figure 1. The only known example of Turku Censor Stamp 11, Mark 9.

This cover was found among a large lot of less than pristine
censored covers from the WWI period, nevertheless it is an
important and wonderful find because the application of Censor
Stamp No. 11, Mark 9 is the only recorded specimen known
to date. The cover was inspected by the censors at Turku and
backstamped 23. IX. 1916.
The Finnish catalogues of Olamo and Termonen & Keturi
(T & K) have reported this censor stamp with only the number
8, the personal identification number of the censor. In Figure 1,
Mark 9 is clear and distinct and shown just below the third line
of text. The date of the mark is September 10, 1916, (apparently
according to the Julian calender) about one month later than
the usage of Mark 8, August 7-9, 1916.
Turku Censor Stamp (CS) No. 1 is not catalogued in the
Post Museum inventory so we are not sure how many examples

Figure 3. CS No. 11, Mark 8a.

of this type censor stamp were used at the Turku office. CS
No. 11, Mark 8 is known in two different line configurations
as shown in Figures 2 and 3. It is possible that the third line
of text fell off the rubber stamp and was reglued as shown
in Figure 3.
Mark 9 shows a different line configuration with the
“No 9” standing alone at the lower right hand corner of the
boxed rectangle stamp. Mark 9 could be a second distinct
rubber stamp or a second repair to Mark 8. Nevertheless,
until other examples of this obscure CS are found we are
left wondering.
Another interesting aspect of this cover is the use of
the Type B resealing tape, which is very uncommon. Usage
is reported in Turku only from September 12 to November
10, 1916.

Burma Added To List Of Unusual Destinations 1900-1918

Burma was so far off the radar that it
was not even included in “Unknown and/or
Unlikely Foreign Destinations 1900-1918”
listing in the May 2006 newsletter (Vol. 1,
No. 2, May 2006.
Nevertheless, a fine tourist card,
pictured on the left, datelined Viborg,
August 19, 1912, via rural route 1806 and
postmarked at the port town of Trångsund
Uuraa, 21. VIII. 12, reached Rangoon,
Burma, 10 SEPT 12 as shown on the arrival
mark. This is a remarkable find and to date
the only recorded postal item from Finland
to Burma to 1918, A truly unexpected and
amazing addition to the list of unusual
foreign destinations.
Collection of Leonard Tann.
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A Contribution to the “Iz Finlandii” Discussion
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By D Wolfgang Torterotot, Neustadt a. Rbge., Germany

I would like to take up the discussion of the ”Iz
Finlandii” marks as in the past worked out by Herb
Volin (The Finnish Philatelist, Vol. 6, No. 5, Nov.
2001), Morten Närstad (ibid. Vol. 7, No. 1, Feb. 2002)
and Roger Quinby (ibid. Vol. 8, No. 1, Feb. 2002).
My contribution is founded upon two items I
have in my collection. At first (Figure 1) I will show
the address side of a domestic mail Ring Postal
Stationery issued 1891 (Facit RRP 2, Michel P 31 F)
which was written on January 23rd, 1904 in Njuland
Gubernja, dictrict of Wiborg and was addressed to
Kaigorodow near St.Petersburg. The date and place of
writing are taken from the Russian text on the back.
On the front two ”ИЗЪ ΦИНЛЯНДІИ” – marks
(Iz Finlandii – marks) were struck, one of them on
the embossed stamp, comparable to the Schwensoncover shown in the article of Roger Quinby mentioned
above. In addition a St. Petersburg arrival postmark,
dated January 24, 1904, is show on the front. There
are no other additional marks. The sender dated
the card January 23, 1904. Both the sender’s date
and the date of the arrival postmark conform to the
Julian calendar. So we can deduce that the postal card
needed only a single day to arrive at St. Petersburg.
In all probability this item travelled as uncancelled
mail by train from Wiborg (granting that the postal
card was not only written in Wiborg but also mailed
from there) to St. Petersburg.
The second item I can show is also a halfcard
(Figure 2), a matter of a Danish domestic mail postal
card (reply-piece, Danish = svar) issued 1888 (Michel
P29 I A) with a 5-Ø-stamp of the issue 1895 (Facit
53a, Michel 34y B) added as surcharge for abroad. This
card was written in Helsingfors (Helsinki) on June 11, 1899
(in accordance with the Danish text on reverse) and was
struck with St.Petersburg branch post office No. 7 in each
case on the embossed stamp and the added 5-Øre-stamp,
the ”Iz Finlandii” mark and a St. Petersburg date stamp of
31.V.99, Julian calendar. This postal card was addressed
to Copenhagen, Denmark, where it was struck with a
Copenhagen arrival mark (Kjoebenhamn K. 14.6.99).
The combination of the St.Petersburg branch post
office No. 7 mark with the ”Iz Finlandii” mark is well
known as we can see in the above mentioned articles of
Herb Volin, Morten Nårsted and Roger Quinby in the
preceding issues of this magazine. This combination of
marks on Danish or other mail from abroad was not known
to me until I was fortunate to acquire this item in Denmark.
It is safe to assume that some more ”Iz Finlandii”-marks
can be found on reply-pieces of half cards from Denmark
or other countries which issued doublecards.

Figure 1, top. Address
side of a 3 kopek Ring
stationery card sent from
Wiborg to St. Petersburg
without a Finnish RTPO
mark. As a result,
the card received the
customary Iz Finlandii
stamp on arrival and
a local arrival mark
at the destination post
office. Figure 2, middle.
Danish reply card with
additional franking,
written in Helsinki, again
traveling to Copenhagen
via St. Petersburg,
without a cancellation
on the RTPO. Figure 3,
bottom. Message side of
Figure 2.
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Type 1889 5 Penni Clichè Changes

By Heikki Reinikainen, translated by Carita Parker
This article originally appeard in Filatelisti, 9/1999
and has been partially partially rewritten by the author
for The Finnish Philatelist.

5 penni
Now, let us have first a close look at the 5 penni Type
1889 stamps. When comparing the outward appearance of
theemissions, the lots 1, 2 and 3 differ from the others as a
quite uniform a group.
Further, the appearance changes from the previous in lots
4, 7 and 11. Evidently, they are the four cliché changes as
expected.

The cliché changes of this issue have so far been generally
ignored. The Handbook II (1971) mentions that there was
perhaps one 5 penni and two 20 penni clichés changes. That
is all. But, many more renewals must have occurred. The
following explanation supports the viewpoint, since at the time
it was not known how to reinforce galvanized copper clichés
to withstand the continuous rigors of printing.
I-clichés
There are recorded indications of their durability only from
Printing emissions are: 1 dark bluish-green, 2 olive green
the printing of the 20 penni III cliché stamps in 1882-5. With and 3 dark green, a total of 6,500,000 stamps. The printings are
these clichés 8-9 million Type 1875 (and 1885 stamps) were in the same fashion as in 20 penni stamps. That is, a uniform
printed. The clichés were replaced gradually in 1885-6 so; no group that differs from the others, having a good and sharp
exact stamp quantity
appearance. The image
can be quoted. A
is tight but the details
total of 6.6 million
are nonetheless easily
Type 1875 and 1885
distinguishable
stamps were printed
without smudginess.
with 25 penni
The clichés were
clichés from 1879
made by Thiele,
onwards until they
Copenhagen.
had to be replaced.
In
other
II-clichés
words, one set
P r i n t i n g
of 100 clichés
emissions:
4
could withstand
yellowish green, 5
the printing of 7-9
green and 6 bluish
million stamps.
green, a total of
Typographyprinting
6,700,000 stamps.
plus production
Right from the start
methods and the
this is relatively good
manufacturer
lot. The appearance
of the original
of
the
fourth
clichés remained
emission is more
the same from
flat than previously.
1875 to 1889, but
The post horns in the
later on the clichés Figure 1. The appearance of the 5 penni bluish-green stamps of printing emission 6 varies lighter stamps begin
were produced in from neat (2 stamps top row) to a seemingly rather smudgy. The colour changes from to be blocked, in the
bluish to a clearly yellowish hue. The appearance of the printing emission 7 (3 stamps
Finland. A new bottom row) is more flat and the colour varies from light yellowish-green to more grayish darker ones also the
printing press was and slightly bluish stamps ranging up to very dark specimens.
oval seems tight and
acquired in the end
smudgy. In the fifth
of 1895.
emission the flat and somewhat smudgy appearance continues
Nearly 30 million of 5 penni and more than 50 million of and along with the cliché wear in the sixth emission the same
20 penni stamps of Type 1889 were printed, which quantities characteristics become more pronounced. The clichés were now
required perhaps 4 and 6 cliché changes, respectively. Also, apparently made by the Mint.
almost 20 million10 and 25 penni denominated stamps were
printed with several cliché renewals. The small quantities of 2
III-clichés
penni and mark values did not require any changes.
Printing emissions: 7 dull yellowish green + darker green,
The printing emissions follow current Norma, LaPe and 8 pale bluish green, 9 light bluish green and 10 yellowish green,
Facit stamp catalogues.
a total of 11 million stamps.
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The appearance of the emission 7 has long been a problem
to researchers (See the Filatelisti 5/99, The Finnish Philatelist,
August 2007, Type 1889 5 penni B-perforate First Printing),
although the reason for the change in appearance is obvious.
The emission was now printed with a brand new precision
printing press and furthermore, the clichés (from here on by
Tilgmann, Helsinki) had been renewed. No wonder that the
appearance did change. The appearance of the emission is flat;
the details of the picture do not stand out.
In the emissions 8 and 9 are nearly faultless, though a
somewhat tight appearance continues. The last emission, 10,
has a more smudgy appearance comparable to emission 6.
The clichés were now worn out. A small lot of turquoise blue
stamps exist.
IV-cliches
Printing emissions: 11 bright green, 12 bluish green,
13 light green and 14 green, a total of 11,600,000 stamps.
Emission 11 is entirely different from the previous emissions.
The picture is beautiful and sharp, accentuated by the vivid and
clear ink colour. The appearance resembles in its distinctiveness
stamps of the first printing, but more dull coloring exist, too.
In emission 12 the stamps are clearly darker, the appearance
in the lighter ones is good, though already tight and the dark
stamps appear smudgy. In emission 13 the ink colour is
lighter and greyish but the overall appearance remains rather
satisfactory. Various views have been presented concerning
the appearance of the emission 14. The increasing wear of the
clichés is blocking partially oval and/or posthorns in generally
neat appearance.
All of the these observations concerning the Type 1889 5
penni cliché changes are my estimate of the appearance, date
cancellations and printing quantities.
Concerning the other values of Type 1889, the 2 penni
printed quantity amounted only to 2.3 million, so the printing
was performed with one and the same clichés only. The

Figure 2. Top row: 2 blue green (4-7) light and dark stamps of
emission 12. Bottom left: emission 13, pale green (3-4), bottom right:
emission 14, bluish green (3-5). Emission 14 had quite a short validity
time, a few months only. Hence, obliterated items are difficult to find
and unused ones are not so easy, either. The numbers after each colour
show tone variations in the scale 1-10, number 1 being the lightest.

mark value quantities were small, hence no need for cliché
renewals.
All reader opinions to the above are welcome. In conclusion
I would like to thank Mr Erkki Larkka for his assistance in my
developing this theory.

New Nystad Я Registration Postal Card Revealed

From the collection of Harri Kuusisto, Merkki-Albert.

Of all the Finnish registration labels, the most
difficult are the special labels written in Cyrillic
in conformance with the Russian Ministry of the
Interior’s requirement that mail from Finland
to Russia be written in the Russian style. This
onerous requirement was part of the second wave
of repression began in 1908 discussed in Jorma
Keturi’s article beginning on page 3.
Nevertheless, not all post offices had
registration labels written in Cyrillic, only those
with a reasonable amount of mail addressed to
Russia. Here for the first time we illustrate a card
from Nystad, the 26th post office with the Я label.
See The Finnish Philatelist, Vol. 12, No. 3, August
2007 page 14, for the most recent listing of the Я
labels. Altogether 33 different labels have been
reported, both on and off cover.
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Reijo Tanner Reports Censor Initialed Covers from Kuopio

In the May issue of the newsletter (Vol. 12, No. 2, May
2007, p 16) we reported covers censored in Wyborg with
various resealing tapes and for the first time, the initials of
the censor. Although the practice of the censor initialing
actively censored letters (i.e., opened, inspected and resealed)
was widely used in Helsinki with 48 different censor initials
identified and catalogued by Termonen & Keturi, Postisensuuri
Suomessa 1914-1918, Vol. 2, Espoo 1999. This practice was
not known to have been employed in other locations.
As a result of “digging” through large, forgotten lots of
WW I censored material we have discovered that the practice
of initializing actively censored letters occurred at Wyborg,
Turku and Rauma.
Recently, Reijo Tanner, a Finn now living in Tennessee,
has shown that initializing opened letters was also practiced
in Kuopio from late 1914 until September
1915, well after the practice stopped at the
other censor offices.
Shown here are two covers with the
censors’ initials. In Figure 1, the red resealing
tape was used on a cover to Mikkeli that was
opened, inspected, resealed and initialed at
Kuopio on 26. XI. 1914. The red tapes
were used only from November 2, 1914 to
January 18, 1915. Figure 2, is important for

two reasons; first, because it shows a very late use of the censor
personally initializing an opened letter and second, because it
is the only reported example of the green resealing tape used
at Kuopio.
In the next edition of The Finnish Philatelist we will
illustrate additional Kuopio covers from the collections of Reijo
Tanner and Jon Iversen together with newly found covers from
Turku with the censor’s initials on the resealing tapes. We will
also publish an article from Reijo Tanner on postal censorship
with additional comments from Jorma Keturi.
Now that censors’ initials have been found on covers
from several different censor offices, we should look for
censor initials from every censor office during 1914 and for a
directive from the Censor Committee ordering censors to initial
opened, inspected and resealed covers.
Roger Quinby

Figure 1, above. Type A red resealing tape on cover to
Mikkeli with the censor’s initial to the left on the three lines
of text. The initial has not been identified.
Figure 2, left. Only reported green tape used in Kuopio on
cover to Warkaus, 15. IX. 15, with censor’s full signataure.

