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Literature review in "NORSK FILATELISTISK TIDSSKRIFT", no. 1, 2004

Brofos Produces Comprehensive Catalogue of Norwegian Carrier Stamps
By Frederick A. Brofos, and Alexander M. Brofos, Spiral-bound. 184 pages, color illustrated.

The Norwegian-American philatelist, Frederick A. Brofos is one of the most active writers on
Norwegian philately and related topics.

It is 44 years since he published his first catalog about the special field of the parcel stamps of
Norwegian transport, one of his many collecting areas.

His son Alexander has also contributed to this work, including the design of the cover, and has
been nstrumental in getting the book launched. Much of the comprehensive illustration material
has never before been shown in philatelic literature.

Brotos determines categorically in his introduction that this collecting field 1s almost unique in
that the production of its stamps in Norway (contrasting with several other countries) has
generally been motivated by only the individual company's operational needs. The work 1s
divided into 8 main chapters: Streetcars, suburban lines, private railroads, private steamship
stamps, the parcel stamps of the Norwegian State Railroads (NSB), the State auto, bus, and truck
routes, and finally delivery bicycle routes etc.

All known companies are included and listed chapter by chapter. The book is throughout
gorgeously illustrated in color with many enlargements. There was of course no room for
freight rate tables, as that would have filled another book by itself. However, quite a few
cancellations, both rubber and steel marks, are clearly shown.

That this collecting field has obviously been largely neglected in Norway, as 1 can without
hesitation attest to, also that it can be a very exciting collecting field. With shame I must confess
that I never attempted to acquire any of the parcel stamps formerly used at my old work place
"The Worker's Newspaper." They used to send out daily packages of papers for retail sale by
streetcar or the small railroad "Graakalbanen” at Trondheim. Now they are rarities.

Steinar Furunes
Editor, Norwegian Philatelic Journal

[ E¥]

.



)
Lz

Literature Review in Scandinavian Collectors Club Online 2004

The New Brofos Catalogue of Railway & Steamship Carrier Stamps of
Norway by Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos. 8% by 11
inches, spiral bound, plastic covers, 184 pages, Warner NH 2003,

This welcome catalog is an extensively revised, expanded, and updated
version of the original one published in 1964, Unfortunately it is privately
published by the author and his son in an extremely limited number of
copies. Scandmavian Collectors Club members can see the catalog at the
SCC Library in Denver CO. This catalog focuses on stamps used largely
on parcels and carried by various modes of transportation. Although this is
not a widely popular field. the authors have assembled information not easily
found and thus have provided an important reference tool for collectors.

The first chapter deals with streetcar parcel services of Kristiania, Oslo,
Trondhjem, Drammen, and Bergen. The importance of this book is reflected
in the color illustrations of the stamps including perforation varieties, large
multples. and occasionally picture post cards depicting streetcars and other
conveyances. The second chapter examines the parcel carriers of suburban
ratlways such as the Holmenkollen, Lilleaker, B aerum and other railroads.
Used copies of these stamps are seen with a variety of pen, crayon, and
handstamp markings. Private railroads are discussed next such as Urskog-
Hplands, Tonsberg-Erdstos, Lier, and many others. Again. the wonderful
color illustrations include various 1ssues with examples of perforations,
colors, values, and multiples. Steamship parcel services and those of
government railroads: auto, bus and truck parcel stamps (government,
municipal. and private services): the tricycle parcel service: a discussion of
postmarks on Norwegian railroad stamps: and a brief mention of railroad
meter stamps round out the book.

The real value of this catalog is the record of these unusual stamps in color
and the background on the services that spawned them. The authors suggest
that the next step, to be taken on by others, is to assign prices to these items.
Collectors shall be indebted to Fred Brofos and his son for many years for
this fascinating contribution to the hobby.

Alan Warren
SCC Editorial Board

Q

.
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INTRODUCTION

Many railroads and other transportation companies of Norway have issued
special stamps for parcels and other freight carried by them. These can be
formed into an attractive and interssting colleetion. All the issues produced
in Norway have been of a satrictly commercial nature. In Denmark, on the
other hand, collectors beeame interested in the railroad stamps of their country
at an early date and the many smal]l railroads produced a considerable number
of elaborate but unnecessary issues especially for their benefit, or rather t»
make some exira money.

Collectors in Norway have largely ignored railroad stamps altogether,
being only interested in postage stamps. This, of course, has been the general
rule in most countries for a long time, but today the world-wide collector has
almost disappeared and philatelists specialize in one or more favorite countries
only. With a smaller area to work with and less postage stamps to gathsr,
there is now time and space to inelude the wvarious interesting side-lines tn
philately which in the past were frowned on by the “purilans.” Railroad
stamps along with postal markings, postal stationery and revenues are steadily
gaining in popularity. There iz plenty of room for research and discoveriss
in these hitherto neglected ficlds.

Having been overlooked for so long, Norwegian railroad and steamship
stamps are by no means common and it will require somes hunting around to
form a collection. This is fine, because a collection which can be bought in
a4 day at any stamp dealer’s is no challenge and kardly a thing to boast of.
When you have built up a collection of Norwegian railroad stamps, you will
have something unusual, something not obtainable anywhere anytime, something
to be really proud of.

I highly praise those old-timers who wears ago stuek to what they liked to
collect, in spite of ridicule and criticism for leaving the “beaten track.” It is
through the pioneering efforts of J. E. Thomle, Olaf Rgsholm, N. V. B. Holm-
berg and other collectors of indomitable spirit, that we owe most of our know-
ledge of the subject and indeed the very possibility of aequiring older material
of this kind today.

This catalog would not have been written, if T had not had the good fortune
to buy Mr. Resholm’s collection from him in 1957. He had expanded what
apparently was originally the collection of Mr. Thomle. Both of these pioneera
have now passed away, but their collection lives on and I have added a second
album.

A catalog of Seandinavian railroad stamps was published in 1909 by the
Copenhagen Philatelie Club, the Norwegian section being written by J. E.
Thomle. A ecatalog on the same subjeet was alzo published that year in Gear-
many by Dr. Otto Rommel. News of occasional new issues of the Norwegian
rallroads was reported for awhile to “Nordisk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift” by 0.
Rgsholm. Then there was a long, long silence, until my article series started
in “The Posthorn” of April, 19568, This booklet is a revised collection of those
articles. In preparing this work, I comsulted the previously mentioned early
catalogs and, for most of the statistics and other historical data, I have relied
upon the comprehensive information handbook “Hvern Hva Hvor” and the ex-
pellent volumes on “De Norske Jernhaners Hiztorie' by Einar @stvedt. An-
other inspiration to me was the wonderful day T spent at the Norwegian State
Railroad Museum in Hamar. They have a splendid display of Norwegian rail-
road stamps, as well as of every conceivable aspect of Norwegian railroad his-
tory from uniform buttons to trains and even whole stations.

So far, I have seen no parcel stamps issued by any Norwegian airplans
gcompany, but the possibility exists.

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED I- 4
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I have divided the catalog into the following nine parts:

FPart I—Streetcar Farcel Services

Part [I—Suburban Railroad Parcel Services

Part III—Private Railroad Parcel Services

Part IV—Private Steamship Darcel Services

Part V—Government Rallread Parcel Services

Part VI—Government Auto, Bus and Truck Pareel Services

Part VII—Municipal and Private Auto, Bus and Troek Parcel Servises
Part VIII—Tricyele Parcel Delivery Service, and others.

Part IX — Articles on Postmarks on Norwegian Railroad Stamps and

MNorwegian Railroad Meter Stamps

This catalogue has been updated from the onginal published by the
Scandinavian Collectors Club in 1964, MNow, forty years later, my son
Alexander has collaborated with me in this new edition which illustrates

materal from our collection never before published.

For the latest material, I expect the enthusiasts in Norway will eventually
praduce a final catalogue.

Frederick A. Brofos
Wamer, New Hampshire USA
and
Alexander M. Brofos
Hopkinton New Hampshire UUSA

January 2005
Copyright Reserved ©

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED I- §



Part | — Streetcar Parcel Services

The Scandinavian countries acquired their first tramway in 1862,
Copenhagen, Denmark. This was only 12 years after the first city streetear
line in the world had been put into operation in the United States.

In Norway, the first sireetcar company ‘‘Christiania Sporveisselsskab”
was formed in 1874, and operations were opened the following year on three
lines in the city: Homanshyen8tortorvet, Stortorvet-Grgnland, and Stortorvet-
Vestbanen. These lines were all horse-drawn railroads.

Meaanwhile, experiments with various kinds of railroads were going on
abroad. In Denmark, for instance, experiments were made with ears driven
by steam or storage batteries, and in the United States they tried out street-
cars with chaineg between the tracks —similar in prineciple to cable cars. How-
ever, the electric railroad with an acrial wire was the form of operation which
won out in the end.

A concession to build and operate an electrie strectcar line in Kristiania
(now Oslo) was granted in 1892 to a consortium of Norwegian businessmen.
Electrical operation was started in 1894 on two lines, namely, Majorstua-
Briskeby-@stbanen, and Parkveien-Skillebekk-Nobelsgate, Since 1894 there
were, therefore, two streetcar companies in Kristiania, the old *Christiania
Sporveisselskab™ nnd the new “Kristianian elektriske Sporveizelskab” nick-
named “Blitrikken,” due to its blue cars. In the latter company there were
German ecapital interests. When the electric streetear line was opened in
Kristiania, thers were only 16 slireetear eompanies in the whole world, and
only a few of these were in Europe. In 1899 the “Kommune”™ (municipality)
also started eleetric streetear lines in Kristiania, but the municipal operations
{on the lines Sagene-St. Hanshaugen-Atheneum, and Nybroen-Rodelgkken)
were of a short duration. The municipal lines, locally known as “Bruntrikken.”
from the brown cars, were taken over in the end by the old “Christiania Spor-
veisselskab,” which by and by went over to electric operation also om its lines,
popularly ealled “Grgnntrikken”—from the green colored cars. After rumming
2b years, the last horse-drawn streetcar line was discontinuned in 1900. As
time went on, both companies expanded the line network more and more.

The German interests in “Kristiania elektriske Sporveiselskab” were trans-
ferred to Norwegian ownership during the first World War, and, in 1924, the
two streetcar eompanies were merged to form the half-municipally-owned com-
pany "Oslo Sporveier.” The streetear network was supplemented in 1927 by
a bus line between Loelvdalen-Ostbanen ard Alex. Kiellands plass. A further
expansion of the sireetcar and hus nets was accomplished during the years up
to World War II. Two trolley-bus lines were opened in 1942 and were expanded
after the war together with the ordinary bus lines, On the other hand, sev-
eral lines of the strestear network were discontinued.

Kristiania Electric Streetcar Co. (Kristiania elektriske Sporveiselskah)

The following twn stamps were printed in sheets of 20 stamps (2 rows of
10 stamps). The ornamental border varies, so that there are 10 distinct types.
It is comparatively eazsy to plate these stamps as, although the stamps in the
second row have the same types as those above them in the first row the stamps
of the first row are always imperforate along the top edge, while those in the
second row are imperforate along the bottom edge. There is a1 small margin
tab on the left and right sides of the sheet. The position of the various types
are the same oa both values of this issue. The most noticeable variety is prob-
ably the inverted square in the upper left corner of the two stamps on the
extreme tight side of the sheet (positions 10 and 20).

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED I- &



1901. The value is in the center of the design, with the company name above
gnd the word “Ombringelse’ (Delivery) below. Arcound the edge I3 an orma-
mental border. Black printing on colored pmper. Perforated 11% on three
sides of the stamp. In use only until 1903, -
1. b gre black on light blue

a) imperforate on two sides

b) imperforate on three sides, double perforation at top

¢) imperforate on all four sides
2, 10 gre black on light carmine

a) imperforate on two sides

1901, Large figure of value within an oval band with firm name at top sep-
arated from the word “PAKKEFRIMAERKE" (parcel stamp), below, by two
digmond-shaped ornaments. A “wheel of transport” with lightning bolts ap-
pears in the four corners. Above and below the figure of value in the center
are serolls reading, at the bottom “ORE", and at the top “ORE". These
stamps were printed in sheets of 100 subjeets (10x10), and were perforated
10 with a wide margin between the design and the perforation en all sides.
The 5 g¢re value shows traces of bronze powder in the printing ink.

1. § ere light brown 2. 10 gre light green

= o

Ry Double pc:rl'cua

1%01. Similar to the previous design, but new, redrawn, plates. No diamond-
shaped ornament before and after “PAKKEFRIMAERKE”. There is now a
period after “KRA." The perforation is 11%, and the margin between the
design and the perforation is, usually, much narrower. Seen cancelled by blue
and red crayon, black and indelible peneil.
3. b gre chocolate brown

a) light to dark brown b) Vertical double perforations

The Oslo Streetcar Company (A/S Oslo Sporveier)

1928, Large size design diagonally divided down the middle. In the top half
is a monogram of an “S” within an “0”. Lower half contains text in foar
lines: 1928 For Pakker inntil 15 kg. vekt. Medtas uten ansvar for A/S-0.8.”
(for packages up to 15 kilos in weight. Carried without responsibility of A/S
Oslo Sporveier). Perf. 121,

1.

-
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J Imperforate vertically and
double perforations horizontally

1!
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» Bhristiania
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1. No valoe indicated. Dark blue

% 0SLO SPORVEIER |§
O

E inntit 15 kg vekt: 5 |3
| (T G{}DEPAHKEH.%

Perf. 1234, Seen caneelled by blue crayon.

1 — . = e il

February, 1948, Value inseribed at top, and “GODSPAKKE" (freight pack-
age) at bottom. Control number at left, in red. In the center appears the
emblem of the notorious Quisling Party. These stamps are imperforate at
the top and bottom, as they were printed in rolls. They are perforated 11 at
the sides. Seen cancelled by blue erayon.

4. 5 pre black and red on light pink paper
B. 20 gre black and red on light blue paper
a. Same, but light greyish-blue paper and black control numbers

celled by blue crayom.

6. 20 ¢gro black on light blue paper T. B0 gre black on light pink paper
R L ! A.8 OSLO

- SPORVEIER

A 06372

. GODSPAKKE

10 gre

| T ow

Fabritius, Oslo. The T0 gre was issued in 1960,

1.

-y

April 15, 1941. Large size. Picture of sireetcar token in center. Company
name at top. The word “GODSPAKKER.” (freight packages) at bottom.

2. § gre red and brown 3. 20 gre black, brown and light blua

July, 1846, New desipn. Company name with “A/5”, in two lines. Control
number in black. “GODSPAEKE” and the value. “@RE” iz in large capitals.
Perforated 11 on the sides. Printed by Fabritins, Oslo, in coils. Seen can-

195%(7) New iype. Company name with “A.8", in two lines. Control num-
ber in black, with letter “A" in front. “GODSPAKEKE" and value. “gre" is
now in lower case letters. Perforated 11 at the sides. Printed in coils by

8. 50 gre black on yellow paper 9. 70 gre black on yellow paper

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED I-13
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The Trondhjem Streetcar Company (Trondhjems Sporvei)

The predecessor of the presemt company was called “Trondhjems Omnibus
Alktieselskah.” It was started in 1833 and traversed the route from Lademoen
to Ilevolden. The ommibuses were drawn by two horses and could carry about
twenty people. In the winter-time, sledges were used under the wagons 1:15-t-EI-.a.d
of the regular wheels. This company oprated until the year 1901, at which
time an electrie streetcar line was opened on the same route. The new com-
pany, called “Trondhjems Sporvei,”” was under municipal management. The
line ran at first on a single rail, but a double track was laid down already in
1918. That same year the line between the railroad station (Jernbanen) and
@yen was opened to the public. There were only Lhese two lines in Trondhjem
until 1927, when a line was inaugurated to Singsaker, a new residential area.

At the present time, Trondhjem Sporvei is the only narrow-gauged line
in Norway. It was probably built that way becanse the Trondhjem-Stgren
Railroad was siill narrow-gauged at the time the streetear line was construct-
ed. However, in spite of the narrow gauge, the streetear apparatus of Trond-
hjem iz probably the best in Norway. The speed is very good and cars appear
at intervals of six minutes. The following three lines are now in operation:
Lademoen-1la, Lademoen-@ya, and Jernbanen-Singsaler.

e

T e

208kE ik B

Date? The design shows Streetear ne. 10, with all seats filled, heading to
the left. The ecompany name appears across the top, and “PAKKEFRI-
MAERKE" (parcel stamp) and the value at the bottom. The denomination
alse appears in circles in the four corners. On each side of the design, within
an oval, is the coat of arms of the city of Trondhjem. In small print at the
bottom of the design is the name of the printer. This varies from “AKTIETR.
LITH. AFD, TRONDHJEM.” on the 5 gre value, to “AETIETRYKEERIETS
LITH. AFD. T.HJEM” on the 10 gre.

Date? Lithographed. Perforated 11.
1. & gre dark blue 2. 10 gre dull red in szhades

Date? Handstamped provisional. “10 ¢gre”, in two lines.
4. 10 gre in red on 5 gre dark Llue
4. 10 gre red

The Drammen Eleetric Trolley Co. (A/S Drammens Elektriske Bane)

The trolley-bus line in the city of Drammen dates back to befors the first
World War. The ears originally had iron wheels and were very primitive.
They have since been modernized. The stamps show one of the early electric
conveyances attached to an overhead power-line upon which the scantily clad
“goddess of electricity” is balancing rather precariously. The word “ORE”
in the Swedish spelling form appears shove the figures of value. The com-
bany name is shown in three lines in the lower half of the stamp in ecolorless
lettering.




Trondhjem Street Car Company
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Y=TRIKKEN
DRAMPMEN,

Date? Lithographed. Perf. 11,
1. 10 tre dark blue

The Streetcar Company (A/S Trikken)

The following stamps are of the same design as that of A/S Drammens
Elektriske Bane, only the name “A/8 TRIKKEN, DRAMMEN."” appears instead,
in two lines, in the lower part of the stamp.

Date? Lithographed. Perf. 11. Those I have seen are imperf. at top.
1. 10 &re green 2. 15 ore green

Two old
street

cars on
Drammen
M arket
Square

CHARKMEN.

e —— Sors.

The Bergen Electric Railway (A/8 Bergens Elektriske Sporvei)

In the late Eighties a horse-drawn ommibus line was tried out in Bergen,
but without much success. Then, in 1805, a syndicate was granted the con-
cesgion to build and operate an electric strestcar line. This company has
functioned under various managements until the present day. However, I
have not seen any parcel stamps from Bergen so far, but I would not be sur-
prised if they do exist. Let’s hear from anyone who has onel

Other Streetcar and Trolleybus Companies

There are no streetcar lines in the other Norwegian cities. There iz a
trolleybus line in Stavanger which was started after World War II. However,
I have not heard of any parcel stamps being issued by that company.




Part 1| — Suburban Railroad Parcel Services

SUBURBAN ™~ Frockcnscrsncn >
RBILROADS HOLMENKOLLEN 9 SogSVANN
- INTHE 2

HOLMENKOLEANEN BAERUMSBANEN EKEBERGEANED
1: Holmenkolhanen 4: Lilleaker-@stensjabanen 6: Ekeberghanen
2: Bognsvannsbanen §: Kolz#shanen

3: Grini-Egabanen

The Holmenkollen Railroad Co. (A/S Holmenkolbanen)

Of the Norwegian suburban lines, the most famous is probably the electric
railroad to the kills north of Oslo, a favorite rendezwous of skiers and hikers.
A/S Holmenkolbanen was founded on February 17, 1806 as a private stock
company with s capital of Kroner 600000. The main line from Majorstus &2
Holmerkollen (now Besserud) was opened to traffic on May 31, 1898. The
branch line to Smestad was opened on November 7, 1912, An extension
(Tryvannsbanen) of the main line to Frognerseteren was opened on May 16
18916. The old Holmenkollen station was renamed Besserud and the next sta-
tion up the line was called Holmenkollen. (However, the Post Office did not
follow suit, and Holmenkollen post office is today still at Besserud station,
while at the Holmenkollen station there is only a platform letter-box). Tha
subway line between Majorstua and the National Theatre was already startzl
in 18412, but waz not finighed and opened for traffic until June 28, 1928. Fol-
lowing an agreement in 1933 with the munieipal government (Aker Kommune),
the company agreed to run Sognsvannsbanen, a branch line to the east of the
main line, and this was opened on October 10, 1984, At the zame time, the
municipality took over 529 of the capital stock, whieh was then 4,15 million
kroner, and aeguired a corresponding influence upon the management of the
company. Traffic on the Regabanen, a branch line to the west, was inaugurated

on January 24, 1935, This line was extended to Grini in 1948, and sinee thea
towards the @vrevoll racetrack.

1898. Small size, Oval band inscribed “HOLMENKOLBANEN" at top and
“*JERNBANEFRIM.” at bottom. Wheels in the corners and in the center a

wheel emerging from a eloud amid lightning beneath which is the value. Per-
forated 1134,
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1. 10 gre black and pink (with sheel margins)

1898, New, larper, design. Large numeral in center with & wheel and light-
ning bolts, & small emptly seroll and the letters “H.E.B.” The company name
appears at the top of the oval band and “GODSFRIMAERKE” (freight stamp)
at the bottom. Wheels in the four cormers. Perf. 1134,

2. b dre blue and red

1903. BSimilar, but new plate with redrawn design. Company name “HOL
MENKOLBANEN" at top of oval band, asz before. Perf, 11%:.
3. b gre blue in shades, white paper

a) cream colored paper

I O N N N S
No. 1 No. 2

Date? Similar, but new plate with a rathér erude redrawn design. The
company name at top ¢f oval band now reads “A/8 HOLMENKOLBANEN“
The 20 gre stamp does not have the little scroll shove the ecentral wheel, and
this value comes in two sizes—the regular size, as previously, and with the
perforation close into the design. Perf. 1134. i

4, b gre blue 5. 20 gre green

'- Pl i -"-"'_:
No. 9 No. 13
Date? Similar design. New values. Perf. 113z,
6. 10 gre dull carmine
7. 1b gre dark green on white paper
a) green on yellowizsh paper
8. B0 gre black on pale reddish-mauve paper
a) “abklatsch"—ureverzed print—on the back

On the above issue the *“F" of “GODSFRIMAEREE" haz a foot, making
it almost like an “E.” On the 50 gre value the first “R" in the above word is
sometimes partly missing, as is alzo the first "L of “HOLMENKOLBANEN."

Date? Similar, but new redrawn designs. The 20 dre value has a spur point-
ing up on the end of the foot of the large “2”. Perf. 1114,
9. b gre blue (with sheet margins) 10, 20 gre dark green

%,
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No. Ta No. 14
Date? BSimilar, but new redrawn designs. Notice particularly how the K’'s
are formed differently from the previous issue. The “K” in “H.E.B.” iz herc
directly below the “"K" of “KOL", The 20 gre value no longer has a spur on
the foot of the large “2". Perf. 1115,
11. 5 ¢re indigo
12, 20 gre sea green

a) 20 gre green

PO s (|

- - e H - — — w0 Sy
R L N e e P S A S i
No. & No. 10 No. 8

Date? BSame plates as previous issue and an additional value. FPerf. 10%.
13. b gre indigo (without sheet margins®
14. 10 gre red (without sheet marging)
15. 20 gre dark green
a} 20 gre green (without sheet margins)
b) 20 gre olive green (without sheet margins)

Date? (current in 1957). Similar, but redrawn designs. Modernized spelling
“GODSFRIMEEKE”. Perf. 1014,
16. 50 gre indigo on buff (with sheet marging)
a) 50 pre dark blue on buff (with sheet margins)
17, 75 gre red on buff (with sheet margins)
18. 1 krone green on buff (with sheet margins) 19607

19, 125 gre light indigo on buff (with sheet margins) (ca. 1968)

4
=
P

&
-

Most of the stamps listed so far have margins around the edges of the
sheet, but certain issues are without this margin and the marginal stamps are
therefore imperforate at the sheet edge, corner stamps being imperforate oa
two sides. In the list above, T have noted in parenthesis those stamps which
I have seen either with marging or partly imperforate.

Booklet Stamps. Hesides the regular sheet stamps there also exists a special
large size stamp. This is sold only by the conductors on the trains and s
made up in booklets of twenty separate stamps. Each stamp is overprinted
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% with a consecuotive number in black and is perforated 103 at the top, the other E

three sides remaining imperforate,

Date?

1. 40 gre dark red and black 3. 100 dre red
Date? (current in 1957) \

2. 75 gre red and black 4. 125 gre light red

The Holmenkollen railrond stamps have generally been cancelled by eco!-
ored erayon, peneil or pen, but I have also seen (on no's. 8 and 6) a l-ring
cancellation in black reading “SLEMDAL STATION +".

Proof mark:

1972 New design, including Added Value Tax
5. Kr. 1.75 Black on pink 6. Kr. 2.00 black on vellow 7. Kr. 2.50 black on gray

Ay Holmenkelbnen

Pakhkemerke

!ir. 2.00

Huray merveedizvg. b 0,33

00301

1976 New design & title reflecting take over of Holmenkolbanen by Oslo
Sporveler / Ekebergbanen (all black on white paper)
8. 200 gre with panter's imprint 73 “A".
9. 200 gre with printer’s imprint 73 *B".
10. 300 gre with printer’s imprint 74 “B".

- %5 0500 SPORVEIER
e DELO SPORVEIER o % OSLO SPORVEER -
. % EKEBERGBANEN . A5 EKEBERGBANEN & o CRORGRANN
PAKKEMERKE PAKKEMERKE - | AKKEMERKE
A 45389 s (01101 8 493146

FABRITIUN, wao, T4,

EITINE T§LO. Ta,

FARRITINA. REL '

200 gre 200 gre 300 gre

f:.-' e T e |
- -
COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED nm- 4

-
=




1.

-

The Lilleaker Railroad (Lilleakerbanen)

Varions alternatives for a line from Skeyen to Bestum or @raker had been
under study at A/S Kristiania elektriske Sporvei sinee as far back as the sum-
mer of 1912. A concession on a line from Sk#yen to Lilleaker was applied for
in 1913 and was granted by the Storting (the Morwegian Parliament) in July
1915. Following formal acceptanee of the coneession by the streetear line's
board of directors, work was started immediately on the laying of double
tracks. The new line was given a trial mm on May &, 1918 and was opened
to the general public the following day.

The Lilleaker line originally started at the strestcar terminal of Skeyen,
passed through the Abbediengen villa quarter and on te Prakerbriten on the
weat zide of the Lilleaker road.

i .I_a.'._..—u-_'d_-‘_‘__\_-\..r'"' -

Date? Oval band with company name at top and “PAKKEFRIMAERKE"
at bottom. Numeral in center, above and below which are bands each inscribed

“@RE”. Wheel and lightning bolts in the four cormers. FPerf. §. Seen ecan-
cellaed by pencil or colored crayon.

1. 20 gre blue 2. 2b gre red
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Lilleakerbanen becomes Baerumsbanen (The Baerum Railroad)

A eoncession to extend the Lilleaker line to Presterud in Baerum (Bek-
kestua) was granted to A/E Kristiania elektriske Sporvei in 1922, Further
concessions brought the line in 1928 up to Twveter and, in 1925, to Lgken in
West Baerum (the present terminal Kolsds). All this time construction was
kept wp on the expanding line network znd traffic was opened to Bekkestua
on July 1, 1924 and Avigs on November 2, 1924. The construction work
towards Kolsf#s was continually going on and traffic to that point was opened
on Jamuary 1, 1980, The double track to Kolsadz was completed and opened
on December 23, 1942,

On May 1, 1924 the concession of A/S Kristiania elektriske Sporvei for
operating a streetcar line in the eity expired, and the city streetcar line was
taken over on June 1 the same year by the Oslo Munieipality and given the
name “Oslo Sporveier.” However, the Lilleaker line was kept by Kristiania
elektriske Sporvei and now became an individual company called “Baerums-
banen” (Kristiania elekiriske Sporvei), Thiz name was changed again when
A/S Oslo Sporveier and Baerumsbanen made new arrangements with each
other, and, since Oetober 1, 1934, the line has been called simply “A/S Baer-
umsbanen.”

On January 4, 1836, following preliminary negotiations, A/S Baerumsbanen
rented A/S Akershanene’s line @stenasjghanen. Thereafter cars ran all the
way through from Kolsds to Opsal, the terminal of @stensjgbanen. When A/S
Akersbanene liquidated its assets, Pstensjgbanen was, on July 1, 1948, taken
over by the Oslo Municipality. Whether Akersbanene ever used special freight
stamps is unknown to me, but the possibility exists.

The idea of a connecting line from Lilleaker to Majorstua was investigated
together with various alternatives for some time. Finally, on September 10,
1988, a concession was granted to A/S Baerumsbanen for a connecting lins
between Jar and Sgrbyhaugen. The routing onto the line of Holmenkolbanen
led incidentally to a rebuilding to double tracks of the section between Sgrby-
haugen and Majorstua. The undertaking was somewhat delayed by the war
situation but was at last opened on July 15, 1942, and thereafier the traffic
of A/S Baerumsbanen was divided into two separate branches, namely, “Lil-
leaker/Pstensjgbanen” which runs from Jar past Sksyen and Eiterstad to
Opsal with light blue cars, and “Kolsisbanen” whieh runs with dark blue ears
from the National Theatre past Sgrbyhaugen and Jar to Kolsas.

Date? Oval band with eompany name at top and “PAKEEFRIMERKE" at
‘bottom. Numeral in center, above and below which are bands each inseribad
“ORE"”. Wheel and lightning bolts in the four corners. Perf. 11. Seen can-
celled by pencil or colored crayom.

1. 20 gre blue 2. 30 gre yellow orange

AlS BAERUMSBANEN

M 03747

Gods S0 ere

Fabriius, Chilo

Date? (eurrent in1957/60).“"A/S BAERUMSBANEN" across top. Control num-
ber in black. “Gods 50 gre” in center. Printers name at bottom. Printed
in coils by Fabritius, Oslo. The stamps are imperforate along the top and
bottom and perforated 11 on the sides.

3. b0 gre green and black

"'f.i: q::z\
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The Ekeberg Railroad (Ekebergbanen) (see also entry under Ekeberg RR Express Truck Route)

A plan appeared already in 1397 to organize a suburban railroad which
would conneet Oslo and Ljan by way of the Ekeberg heights, and in 1899 an
applieation was made for a concession to build and operate an electrie line
between these points. However, after many delays and repeated reviews by
the municipal authorities in Kristiania and Aker, it was not until 1913, by the
Royal Resolutions of October 7 and December 11, that the concession was
finally granted. The concession was granted for a period of thirty years from
the date that traffic commenced on the line. On March 27, 1914, a company
was founded and given the name A/S Ekeberghanen. In 1914 construction
work on the line was begun and, on July 1, 1917, the line was officially opened
for traffic. The line, which ran from Stortorvet in Oslo to Saeter, had a length
of 8 kilometers. A side line to Simensbriiten was added in 1931 expanding
the line another 1,6 kilomaters. Ten years later, in 1941, an extension was
made from Saeter, at that time the end terminus, of one Lkilometer in a south-
erly direction lo Ljabru, making the tota! traffic length of the line 10,5 kil-
ometera,

In addition to this, the line operates an automobile route ealled Pstmark-
ruten, which runs from Oslo via Abildsg to Svaersvann. It was apparently
on this route that the large-size express-goods stamps were used (see Part
V).

Ekebergbanen’s concession expired on July 1, 1947, but, while negotiations
were poing on regarding the turning over of the line to the Oslo Municipality,
an extension was granted until July 1, 1949. Finally an agreement was reached
with the private stockholders of the company whereby the majority share of
stock in the Ekeberg Railroad was taken over, as of January 1, 1949, by the
Municipality of Osle.

) T et R
19177 Company name ACTOSE ttfe"t::j;' above the 'cﬁo‘ﬁmpmly monogram or trade
mark “EB”. Larpge numeral in center. Electric train heading left at bottom
of design. Dotted background. Perf. 11. This issue was usually caneelled
by a Z-ring eancellation, in wiolet, red-violet or blue, reading “GODS. EEKE-
BERGBANEN" arcund the edge and with the “EB” monogram in the center.
A eancellation showing Lhe company name in one line of slanting letters ap-
pears once in & while, in mauve or blue. Red, blue or yellow crayon was fre-
quently used also.

1. 10 gre black and light green 3. 20 pre black and light blue
2. 156 gre black and Hght red

Date? (Seen with dates 1923-28). Similar to the previous issue, but now with
background of wavy lines. The wavy line pattern occurs in two main types
on the sheet. Looking at the top left corner of a stamp, the waves at the edge
of the design appear in a rising curve on type 1, while on type 2 the wave lines
gtart in a descending curve. Perf. 11.
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A new cancellation appears on this second issue, usually in wviolet, but
occagsionally in black or blue. The design is in the Swiss type, with wertical
bars in the bridges. At the top it reads “GODS FRAY, and “TORVET” is at
the bottom. This means “Goods from the Market Square” and apparently re-
fers to Stortorvet, the line's terminal in Oslo. The date runs in one line acrozs
the center of the eancellation. Red, blue and yellow crayon was also used to
deface the stamps.

4. 10 ¢re black and light green
5. 15 gre black and light red
6. 20 gre black and light blue

Date? Small size stamp. Printed in coils, imperforate at the sides and per-
forated 9515 at top and bottom. Inseribed “EKEEERGBANENS GODSBE-
FORDRING" at top. Value in center amid eleciric antennas. Control letters
and numbers underneath. Wavy “safety” background in separate color.

T. 10 gre black and green (red control no's.)

8 20 gre black and ultramarine (red control no's.)
9, 50 gre black and yellow (red control numbers) 15 AUG. 24
10. 90 gre black and brown (black control mumbers)

11. 100 gre black and mauve (red control numbers)

12. 200 gre black and red (black control numbers)

Date? New values. Design az previonsly but without the wavy background.
13. T0 gre black on yellow (red control numbers)

14, 80 gre black on blue (red control numbers)

15. 130 gre olive-green on pink (black contrel numbers)
16, 170 gre black on green (red control numbers)

17. 210 gre black on white (red control numbers)

Date? MNew wvalues. Design as previously.

18, 230 gre red on green (black eontrol numbers)
18. 250 gre red on blue (black control numbers)
20, 280 ¢re red on white (black control numbers)
21. 310 gre redi on yellow (black control numbers)
22, 330 gre red on pink (red control numbers)

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED - 8



UL
i
i

D

S RS SN R T

e P b e e

Kristiania.  Ekebergbanan
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Mewspaper wrapper found in platform wastebasket. Holtet station, May 1957

Clir. Schibsteds Forlag - Oslo

Eontrolltell oven-
nevnte antall,

HOLTET.ST

HOLTET ﬁEbRE 1.A

EKEBERGBANEN

1.

-
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Special stamps used on quarterly 8

travel passes or season tickets

[ 3 E
- | KVARTAL 1924
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g, Ekeberghanen

Date? New wvalues. Design as previously.

23. T gre red on blue (black control numhers)

24. 12b ¢re red on white (black control numbers)
25. 176 gre red on yellow (black control numbers)
28. 200 gre black on pink (dark red control numbers)
Date? (current in 1%57). Design as previously.

27. 50 gre black on white (red control numbers)

Epecial stamps were izaned for an express-gpoods motor-car (or truck) ronte
run by the Ekeberg Railroad. (See under Part VII).

I have also seen other speeinl stamps printed in colors, perforated and
gummed, showing railroad name and denomination. These were issued by the
Ekeberg Railroad during the years 1918-36 and probably later as well. They
were stuck on quarterly travel passes or season tickets. Although some of
them are quite attractive (1920-26), they do not come within the scope of this
catalog of parcel stamps.

The Graakal Railroad (Graakalbanen)

A company was organized and founded in Trondheim in 1916 to build and
operate a subuiban railroad. The new line was called “Graskalbanen,” after
the proposed terminus near Graakallem hill, A 5.76 kilometer streteh from
at. Olafsgate, Tronheim, to Munkvold was completed by July 24, 1924, at which
time traffic was inaugurated. The line was lengthened to Ugla station in
1926 and by Movember 1933 it had reached Lian, the present terminus, whien
is about 8.8 kilometers from St. Olafsgate. A stretch of about 2 kilometers
still remains before the original terminus near (Graakallen is reached. In all,
there are 14 stations on this line, which is run by electricity.

Date? Company name, under which is the walue and bemeath this the word
“Frimerkegods”. Thiz simple design is surrounded by a single-line border.
Perforated 11.

1. 2h gre black on pink paper

=
iw

———
GHAARALEANEY

Frimerkegods |

-.'tn-alpilgl'_l.-\il.q

: B -
i e P A R S At

Date? Design as previously, but the company name and “Frimerkegods” are
in a new type of lettering. Motice eapecially the “R" in “GRAA" which harsa
has a loop on its right foot. The “g' in “Frimerkegods” is now open at the
bottom, while previously it was closed. Perf. 11.
2, 5l gre black un light blue paper
3. 1 Krone black on yellow paper

a) error: additional horizontal line of perfz thru middle of stamp.

It seems possible that each of the above three values may oeenr in both
types of lettering, although I hawve myself only seen those mentioned. They
are cancelled in violet with a straight-line cancellation reading “A/S Graakal-
banen”. All three of my stamps have one side imperforate, which indieates
that the sheets had no margins around them and that therefore all marginal
stamps would have ome—and corner stamps two—sides imperforate.

1.

-
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Part Ill — Private Railroad Parcel Services

Having reviewed the issues of the streetear lines and small suburban rail-
roads of Norway, we now move farther afield to examine the somewhat larger
private railroads operating in various other parts of the country.

I have thought it worthwhile to include a brief mention of the special
Train Post Offices which were in operation on several of the railroads. I have
also illustrated most of the postmarks vsed. All mail posted on the trains had
to be franked with ordinary Norwegian postage stamps at the usual rates ana
was cancelled with the regular Train Post Office postmark. Parcels bearing
railrond stamps were cancelled at the various stations with special cancella-
tions or manuseript markings. The railroad stamps were as a rule only used
on parcels, but I have seen a couple of the Trondheim-Btgren stamps on en-
velopes and also, on a large Express letter, two copies of the 200 gre value of

the current N. S. B. stamps. However, the use of railroad stamps on letters
must be considered exceptional.

The Urskog-Helands Railroad (Urskog-Hglandsbanen)

This railroad was opened to the public on October 19, 1896, and ran betwezn
the stations of Kvevli and Bjgrkelangen. A couple of vears later an extension
was made from Bjgrkelangen to Skulerud and that section was opened on
December 15, 1898, A side-line from Kvevli to Sgrumsand was opened on
December 7, 1905. Towards the end of World War II (since January 1, 1945,
to be exact) the railroad was taken over by the Government and incorporated
into the Norwepizn State Railway system. However, the Aurskog-Hgland
branch line, as it is now called, appears to be an unprofitable acquisition and
the N. S. R. budget proposal for 1959-60 suggested that i be discontinued.

June 15, 1901. The stamp design shows the front view of an old locomotive
and the figure of value in a cirele in the center. All the stamps of this line
were printed in sheets of 100 stamps (10x10), with margin tabs around the
edges. Perforated 11.

1. 5 gre black and light blue

2. 10 gre black and yellow

3. 50 gre black and green

March 23, 1911, Similar, but redrawn design. Smaller lettering in oval band.
The “g"” of “ORE" has the eross-stroke pointing the wrong way! The letters
“H B" in the four corners are now in solid black letters. Perforated 11.

4. 1 gre black

Date? Provicionals. Red overprint. Three different font: nsed in same set-
ting.

5. 25 ¢re/l g¢re black (Three overprint types)

6. 40 gre/b ¢re black and light blue (Three overprint types)
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3



Made by unregistered jpg2pdf 2.4


Urskog - Helandshanen
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Date? Design similar to the first issue, but “FRIMERKE” spelled with “E"
instead of “AE"”, and the value “25 gre” in the center instead of the locomotive.
Perforated 11. Printed in sheets of 100 (10x10) with ten stamps inverted
(tete-beche). The inverts are the eighth and tenth stamps in every other hor-
izontal row: nos. 8, 10, 28, 30, 48, 60, 68, 70, 88 and 80.
7. 25 gre black and red

a. tete-beche pair

The first issue has been seen cancelled in violet with a 1-line mark in lap-
idar letters reading “Urskeg Hglandsbanen”. Red pencil was alsc used for

cancelling purposes. These siamps were later on replaced by the regular is-
sues of the Norwegian State Railways.

A Train Post Office was established on December 15, 1898, and mail was
postmarked with a Government postmark of the usual Swiss type (2 rings with
date bridge and bars in the arches) reading “HALANDSBANENE POSTEXP.”

Later on a similar postmark was used, but reading “HOLANDSBANENS
POSTEKSP.”

The Tensherg-Eidsfos Railroad (Tensberg-Eidsfosbanan)

On October 18, 1901, a 48-kilometer long railroad was opened from Tgns-
berg (on the Oslefjord) past Hillestad and on to Eidsfos at the southern end
of Lake Ekern. The name of the line was changed on July 1, 1922, from

“Tpnsberg-Eidsfosbanen” to simply “Eidsfossbanen.” The line was finally
closed down on June 1, 1935.

Date? The design, similar to that uzed by Rjukanbanen, shows the numeral
of wvalue in the center, arcund which is a band inseribed “Tsnsberg-Eidsfos-
banen”. Above this is a winged “wheel of Transport” and below is the in-
seription “Jernbane-Frimaerke” (i.e. Railroad Stamp). Numerals of value ap-
pear in the four corners within circles, connected by a border design of a rail-
road track. “Ore” is in the Swedish speiling. Perforated 11%. Lithographed
in sheets with margin tabs around the sides.
1. b Gre black and pale green
2. 10 tre black and pink

a) imperforated at top between stamp and margin tab
d. B0 dre black and pale ochre
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Some of these stamps were later erudely overprinted by
“Lierbanen”, for use on that railroad.

& o o
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Mail was at first taken care of by the train conductor.

19167) a special Train Post Office was established and was in operation until
June 13, 1939. In the course of that time, two different postmarks were used
to eancel postage stamps. At first there was one reading “TENSBERG-
EIDSFOSSBANEN and later one reading “EIDSFOSSBANEN". Both were
in the usual Swiss type (2 rings with date bridge and bars in the arches).

The Lier Railroad (Lierbanen)

On July 12, 1904, a 20.6 kilometer lomg railroad was opened bebween Lier
(in the Drammen area) on past Mupgerud and Sylling to Svangstrand on the
Holsfjord, the south West arm of the Tyrifjord. After about 80 years of op-
eratien, the competition of the auntomobile became too keen for the railroad.
JPassenger traffic was discontinued from Oectober 1932 (taken over by a hus
line Sylling-Sjastad-Drammen), and as of January 1, 1937, all operations on
the Lier Railroad ceased.

1902, The first issue of this railroad consisted of the three stamps of tha
Tensherg-Eidsfos Railroad overprinted by a rubber-stamp in violet, a seetion
of which iz illustrated below. The stamper actually read “LierbanenLierbanen-
Lierbanen", and was stamped across eack horizontal row of five stamps, but
only about half of the new name appeared on each stamp.

1. & gre black and pale green 3. b0 gre black and pale ochre
2. 10 gre black and pink

Lierbanen

Date? Special stamp design, curious in that although the main part is similar
to the stamps of Tgnshberg-Eidsfosbanen and Rjukanbanen, the center part has
been copied from the Norwegian State Railway stamps, type of 1897-1914.
“Pre” now in the Norwegian spelling. The nomber of ‘rays” in the back-
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ground of the design varies a bit from stamp to stamp. Lithographed. Per-
forated 1174.

4. b gre black and pale green §. 10 pgre black and pink

6. b0 gre black and pale ochre

As regards the size of the sheets, I have seen a vertical pair and a hori-
zontal strip of five stamps—which indicates a sheet of at least ten stamps.

I have not seen any used copies of these railroad stamps.

A Train Post Office on the Lier Railroad was established on August 1.
1919, but was closed down on September 1, 1924, the mail thereafter being
taken eare of by the train conducter. A postmark of the usual Swiss type (2
rings with date bridge and bars in the arches) reading “LIERBANEN" was
used to cancel the postage stamps on the mail during the T. P. O. period.

The Rjukan Railread (Rjulkanbanen)

Railroad lines were opened on August 9, 1909 between Notodden-Tinnese:
and between Mael-Rjukan. Since the end of 1911 the line has been run by
electricity. On July 1, 1920, the section between Notodden and Tinnoset was
incorporated into the Bratsberz line of the Norwegian State Railway system.

r o : 2 3 T i 2
Date? The design, similar to that uvsed by Tgnsberg-Eidsfosbanen, shows the

nameral of value in the center, around which is a bhand with the company name.
Above thiz is a winged “wheel of transport” and below is the ma-cﬂlﬂﬁ?ﬂ
“Ternbane-Frimaerke” (ie. Railroad Stamp). Numeralz of value ayp:a? in
rireles in the four corners, commectad by a railroad track design ‘:ﬁre is !l'l
the Swedish spelling. Terforated 11. Lithographed in sheets with margin
tabs around the szides.

Ad. b gre black and pale green 3. 20 gre black and yellow ochre
2. 10 gre black and pink

i i i thres
As regards the size of the sheets, I have seen a horizontal strip of
stamps and a vertical strip of four—which indicates a sheet of at least twealve
stamps.
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Date? Similar, but redrawn design. Pigures of valve In the four corners arce
now smaller. In the eolored background instead of rays at top is a network
or “soap-bubble” pattern. This also appears at the bottom instead of the
former “finger-print"” design. Perforated 11.

4. 10 ¢gre black and pink b. 00 gre black and light blue

Date? New design. Name of railroad in box at top, beneath which is a
winged-wheel with the letters “NT* (i.e. Norsk Transzport A/S) amid rays.
The lower half of the stamp containz the word “BETALT" (ie. PAID) and
spacre for the denomination to be added in a separate printing operation (in
red), Perf. 10%.

6. 1 gre black & green on yellow paper

7. 2 gre black & green on yellow paper x X x x >< X x

8. 90 gre black & green on yvellow paper
9. Kr. I black & redon yellow paper K A s SE R E T
10. Kr. 2 black & red on yellow paper

11. Kr. 5 black & red on yellow paper NE N0 PDCE K

12, Kr. 10} black & red on yellow paper

The first izssue appears cancelled in violet with a marking reading “KAS-
EERET” (i.e. Caneelled) in non-szeriphed letters, above and below which are 2
row of seven X's. A double-ring oval eancel has been noted in viclet on the
last issue. It reads “INGOLFSLAND ST. * RJUKANBANEN 3003 *“, and
date in eenter.

A Train Post Office with a postal agent was established on the line from
Detober 10, 1809, and the postage stamps on mail were eancelled with a poat-
mark in the Swiss type reading “RJUKANBANERNE”. Later on, two other
postmarks, also in the Swiss type, were used reading “RJUEANBANEN” and
the letters A or B underneath. I have also seen a postmark in the Swiss typse,
but without the bars in the arches, reading “RITKANBANEN” and the index
letter A underneath.

The Holmestrand-Vittingfos Railroad (Holmestrand-Vittingfosbanen)

The 30-kilometer long railroad running from the picturesque old town of
Holmestrand on the Oslofjord, past Hillestad and on to Vittingfos, was openad
for traffic on Qetober 1, 1902. The line shared the same fate as the Tgnsberp-
Eidsfos railroad, operations ceasing on the szame day—June 1, 1938.

1902. The simple design has the denomination in the center within a frame.

.
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Above and below this is the name of the company, which i also repeated on
the sides but in abbreviated form. All this is surrounded by an outer, single
line, frame, Typographed. Finely rouletted. The sheets are without separats
margin and are imperforate along the edpes. The stamps in the four corners
gach having two imperforate edges. Iesued with glue on the bhack.

This first issue was only printed in a very small quantity and was quite
soon followed by the second issue in a new design.

1. & gre black ¢n green paper 2. 10 gre black on orange paper

Date? The denomination is in the ceater, above which iz “Holmestrand-”
and below “Vittingfoshanen.” Around the edge is a double line frame. Type-
graphed. Finely rouletted. The sheets are without separate margin tabs and
marginal stamps are therefore imperforate on one side. Corner stamps have
two imperforate edges of course. There 1s enough wvariation in the stamps to
make it possible to reconstruct the sheets. There seem to have heen forty
gtamps in a sheet, arranged four across and ten down. A group of twenty
clichees was repeated twice in producing the sheet, so the two vertical columns
of stamps at the left are the same as the two vertical columns on the right.
However, the stamps can be distinguished from each other by the position of the
imperforate edge or lack thereof, The arrangement of the wvarions types in
the sheet iz the same for both the 5 and 10 gre values. Some of the prominent
varieties are as follows: Position l—spelling mistake “Vittingfosbanen.” (%I
instead of “1""). Positions 9, 11, 17, 19—Bodoni “5". Position 19 also has “Pre”
in a different, smaller, type face. Position 16 has just the “@®" in the smaller
type face. Position 4 has the top broken off the letter “b”. These varieties
all oceur twice in a sheet apparently. I have not seen a complete sheet my-
self, bowever, so other differences may exist. Issued without glue on the back

3. & gre black on thin hlue paper 4. 10 gre black on thin yellow paper

Holmestrand - Yittingfos - banen,

Of eancellations on this 2nd issue, I have seen the one illustrated, in violet,
as well as another marking, alse in violet, reading nd V.B." in slanting
geriphed letters and underneath “— FEB 1812”. The first line is, of courss,
an abbreviation of the name of the railroad.

At first the mail, in sealed bags, was taken care of by the train conductor,
and no postmark was used. On April 1, 1919, a Train Post Office with special
postal agent (Pakmester) was established, but was discontinued some years
later. Trom July 1, 1922, the name of the line was abbreviated to “Hvittine-
fossbanen™ The two postmarks that were used read “VITTINGFOSSBANEN"
and “HVITTINGFOSSBANEN". Doth are of the usual Swiss type (2 rings
with date-bridge and bars in the arches).

.
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The Thamshavn Railroad (Thamshavobanen)

On July 10, 1908, this little railroad, up in the Trondheim area, was opened
between Thamshavn and Svorkmo. On August 16, 1910, the line was extended
from Svorkmo to Lgkken. The line, sometimes called “Orkedalsbanen” after
the name of the valley, is only about © kilometers long. The trains are clee-
trically operated

" Fabritlas, Oslo. M75

Date? Inscribed with company name, value and “FRIMEREKE GODS”. In-
seriptions in black together with a control number in red and a faney ornameat
underprint in pale blue. Printed in coils by Fabritius, Oslo. Perforated 11 at
top and bottom, imperforate along the sides.

1. 26 gre black, red and pale blue

There was no Train Post Office, and any mail was taken care of by the
train conductor.

Meters are apparently used now at the various stations inatead of zpecial
parcel stamps. I have seen impressions dated 1968 which are similar in ap-
pearance to the meter from Trondheim illustrated in this booklet at the end
of the Norwepian State Railroad section. However, at top of wvalue box,
instead of the NSR winged wheel emblem, is the text “THAMSHAVNBANEN"
and at bottom instead of “NORGES STATSBANER” is “A/S T.0.B.” These
meters appear in black, no. 3 also in red. Meter no. 1 at Fannrem, no. 2 at
Orkanger, no. 2 at Lgkken. A 4-line ad slogan is sometimes seen out to the
left reading “THAMSHAVNBANEN /0G/ A/3 TRONDHEIM-ORELADAL
/ BILLAG”. It seems that a bus company, probably under the same manage-
ment as the railroad, also uses these meters. (see Part IX- RR meter stamps (II))

The Sulitjelma Railroad (Sulitjelmabanen)

This 288 kilometer long railroad in the Nordland district of Norway was
built by private eapital in eonnection with the exploitation of the large copper
and sulphur mines in the area. The first 13 kilometers were opened on June
26, 1896, the rest on June 15, 1916. The line connects Sjgnstd to Sulitjelma
and Sandnes.

The fcHowing stamps are the only ones I have seen, but it is quite poa-
gible that earlier stamps were issued.

1958  Printed in vertical coils by Fabritius, Oslo. Imperforate at the sides
and perforated 10% at top and bottom. Inscribed with the name of the rail-
road at top, beneath its emblem-—a large “S" and crossed hammers with wings
at side. Denomination in ecenter. Control serial numbers in black on each
stamp. Blue colored paper.
1. 10 gre black on blue
2, 50 gre black on blue
3. 100 gre black on bloe

200 gre black on blue
500 gre black on blue
1000 gre black on blue

P g
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No. 6

1959  Rearranged design. Printed in horizontal coils by Fabritius, Oslo.
mperforate at top and bottom of stamp, perforated 10 at sides. Raflroad
pame and emblem at top. Denomination in center. Control serial numbers
sn each stamp now in red. Blue colored paper. Control letter “A” at left.
7. Kr. 0,10 black on blue 9. Kr. 50,00 black on blue
8. E= ARN hlaslr am hina 10. Er. 100,00 black on blue

MNo. 10 No. 11

1961  Similar to ﬁmu-rinu;; is‘ane., but denomination in thinner and more con-
f:f::-aed type face. Red serial numbers. Blue paper. Control letter “A” at

11. Kr. 0,01 black on blue
12, Er. 0,05 black on blue
13, Kr. 0,10 black on blue

19717 Similar to previous issue, but no “5" emblem at top.

14. Kr. 2.00 black on blue

No. 15 No. 16
15. Kr. 0,10 black on blue 16. Kr. 0,10 black on blue
17. Kr. 0.50 black on hlue
Numbers 16-21 have the demomination 18. Kr. 1.00 black on blue
in the third line. 19. Kr. 2,00 black on blue

2. Kr. 500 black on hlue
21. Kr. 10,00 black on blue

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED Mm4d3
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1964, With 5" emblem again. Index letter “A". Large higures at right in black.
Serial numbers in red.

22, Kr. 0,10 black on blue

23a. Kr. 1.00 black on blue

23b. Kr. 1.00 black on gray blue
24.  Kr. 200 black on gray blue
25. Kr. 5,00 black on gray green
26. Kr. 10,00 black on gray green
27, Kr. 10000 black on gray green

Day and night the ore trains go in an unending stream to the Narvik quays where
boats lie in rows and wait for the ore to carry it on to the steel works melting ovens.
The empty cars go back again. Here they are at Straumsnes station.

: C&ncg]l_ations noted: Large, oblong, framed box with 2-lined inscription
“A/S Sulitjelmabanen / Sulitjelma st.” in black, A small cancel “LOMI st.”,
also in black. Two small framed box cancels with railroad emblem at top,

d.gtle in middle and station name at bottom (Sulitjelma st. or Lomi st.), in
violet.
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The Lillesand-Filaksvand Railroad (Lillesand-Flaksvandbanen)

A narrow-geuged railroad, 17 kilometers long, was opened in 1886 between
Lillesand and Flaksvand in southern Norway, The line was finally cloged dowe
on July 1, 1858,

E e s e, SRATIEE ENTET——

| Lllieiln_gir 'g Lillgsand =

= =| = —— ﬂ| . :-E ..—_-—:.‘1:"::--;'

|g& 10 Sz I8 =

=z A= 2 ”3

— e = | : — . ?:"
Flakstandbanen =) @ f Flakmrllha B

¥
. ! ¥ : paddAFaa IR ERAN)

June 1906, Dcnuml"mtmn in center swrrounded by ornament border. Around
this is repeated twice the name of the railroad. The owter border consists cf
two frame-lines, one thick and one thin. The arrangement of the ornaments
of the inner horder varies, There gre aboot five prominent variations of this
| in the shest. Two completaly different types of the numeral fignres oecnr in
| the sheets of both the 5 and 10 gra values. The gheets consisted of twenty or
poasibly twenty-five stamps. There wera five stamps in each wvertical row.
As there were no margin tabs aronnd the sheets all marginal stamps were im-
perforate on one side (cormer stampe imperforate on two sldes). Typographed.
Perforated 11.
L
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1. b gre black on light green paper
10 o:ie black on light yellow paper

Date? Similar, but new type used for the figures in the center. The ar-
rangement of the ornaments of the inner horder varies. Marginal stamps ars
imperforate on onme side (corner stamps imperforate on two sides). Typo-
graphed. Perforated 11,

8. 10 gre black on light buff paper

Date? New arrangement, with “@re” now horizontally placed in the center,
above and below which are TWO dots next to each other in the ornament
border. The outer frame is a thick line at the top and bottom. On the sides
it has a thin as well as a thick line. Marginal stamps are imperforate on one
side (corner stamps imperforate on two sides). Typographed. Perforated 11.

1. 5 gre black on light green paper

Date? Lrovisional. Design similar to No. 4. Marginal stamp- are imperf-
oratc on ome side (corner stamps imperforate on two sides). Typographed
Perforated 11. Black overprint “25".

5. 25/30 gre black: on prange paper

I have not been able to ascertain whether or not the stamp had been prev-
iously issued, without the overprint, as a 30 gre gtamp,

I have not as yet seen any used copies of thege railroad stamps, but pre-
sumably pencil or crayon was used to eancel +hem.

From June 1, 1919, mail was sent on the line in charge of the train con-
ducter. No postmark was nsed on the trains,

1,

-y

¥
—
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The Mesttun-0s Railroad (Nesttun-Oshanen)

A 26.3 kilometer long narrow-gauge railroad running from Os (on the
Bjgrnefjord) to Nesttun (abount ¢ kilometers from Bergen) was opened on July
1, 1894. After 40 years of faithiul serviee, the two Hlliput locomotives “1Jl-
ven” and “Bjgrnen” made their last trip on September 1, 1985 when the Hne
was finally elosed.

Near Neatiun, ineidentally, is “T'roldhaogen,” formerly the home of the
famous MNorwegian composzer Edvard Griep.

Date? Denomination in center surrounded by famey ornament border, Ba-
tween this and the outer, single line, frame is the compay name “NESTTUN
OS-BANEN", repeated twice. The sheets wers without margin tabs, so all

stamps are imperforate on one side, corner stamps being imperforate on two
sides. Typographed. Perforated 11%.
1, b ¢re black on blue paper
2, 15 gre black on white paper
3. 20 gre red on white paper
4. B0 gre black on green paper
5. 1 krome black on bright rose paper
6. G600 gre red on white paper (large size stamp)

Nos. 4 and 6 are listed tentalively. Their existance has not been con-
firmed. ;

e

E

NE;TTTUN &

®

2 S -

gtsw 20 Sgi{
I e { W e,

OSBANEN

I'TUN

NES

e e A B e L A

Date? Denommation in center surrounded by a new ornament border. Be-
tween this and the outer, single line, frame is the company name “NESTTUM
OSBANEN”, repeated twice (note new spelling). The sheets were made up of
10 stamps arranged in two vertical rows of five stamps each. One row was
Inverted in relatien to the other, giving five tete-heche pairs. The two colors
of the 20 gre value appear in the same sheel—one row of each color—indieat-
ing a 2-operation printing. The 500 gre was apparently printed in a wvertical
row of five stamps—three of which were inverted in relation to the other two.
il] atadm]!:s tt'i:[ thiz 600 ﬁ:;e value were imperforated on two sides, sxcept the
P and bottom stamps which were imperforate on t i : :
Perforated 114, . S b e i
7. © gre black on blue paper

8 15 gre black on white paper

#. 20 gre red on white paper

4. 20 gre brownish red on white paper

1,

-y

¥
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Nesttun-Os Railroad
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JrdIssue, Ferf 10 3/4, no tete beche
Sheets of 10 stamps on light blue paper
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Indlssue, Ferf 11 [/4, 3 tete beche pairs
Sheets of 10 stamps on dark blue paper
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3rdIssue, 1st Printing, Perf 10 3/4, 5 tete beche pairs
Sheets of 10 stamps
Light red and brownish red on pinkish paper
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2ndlssue. Perf 11 1/4

NESTTUN:

MESTTLMN
O,

OSBANEN

RANFISO

=

= NESTTUN
=z

§= y

£ 500
=olE =
éiﬂiﬂ m
=Z

= OSBANEN

ArdIssue, Perf 10 3/4

AT LRI R N R ETE IR I

NINVYES0

T R I e

BB O A RTHITIRIRE

NESTTUN

I

F
=
=
[
£
14
=

OSBANEN

=

NESTTU

UN

GRE

NESTT

P

S0V R

=
)
g7

NIRRT (AT G T

|

7

1.

-

“ OSBANEN
HERIRITAT LI O RRE AR TRTRE R0 R

NINVHSO

5

3

=n
I=

AR R IRR AR

-------------- Nk |
= NESTTUN -
= ,Ef~5¢i’tﬁ5m§
t-.
F¥E 2() M
L W o i =
< DSBEANEN =

NESTTUXN

NANVHSD

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

mzz




=UNHTR TR TS T
NESTTUN

=300 =

OSBANEN
LA O TR R0 TP

7

NESTTUN

NaNVYESO0

e TR TERTT A

UL CRHTRTR (TR TR RITIR I TTRT ] ||.'I||:|IF

e s B,

= R TR R TR R TR (RIS
NESTTUN

5500:u

OSBANEN
SRR

HEH?EEU

—IIHII IR e

TR TR TR T T
NEETTUN

24 4

fAREEE SRR b e

I.

e AT T TR TR RS
NINVESO

: 006G

NNLLS3IN
e TR TR TR S

OSBANENM

NAOLLS3IN
T T

2 TR R e

5

o e L i e A A A

=

LR TR TR A TR T T

NINVvES0O

= 00C z

NNLLS3IN
B TR TR R TR R TR TE A T T

NNLLSIN
SRR

OSBANEN

ER TR TR AT RIT RS

==

e Rt o g T A e S

=

R TTTRTTRHTRTERTT TRt O R TR
NINYEs50

= 00G =

NNLLS3N
S0 AT TS OO G R 2

4 III (HTRTTRTHTR IR T TR ||IL"
OSBANEM
NNLLS3IN

SR

1,
-

2nd Issue,
Ferf 11 1/4
Tete Beche

_=l TR E TN e
2 HEETTUN -ng
=z =
=3 e
= ol tnn;
Skl Sl E
= “ mlZ2
s l-r-l m =
E : iz B z E
= OSBANEN =
LB LT LTI AT R R TLTRL A TR R A

[

TR T TR TR AT
NESTTUN

rE

R TT

@ =1

NESTTUN
NINVESO

OSBANEN
100 O 0 RV

HI||IIHIIIHHIIIIIIIHIIHI:IIHIIIIIII'II

S HIEinm

Ard [ssue,
Ferf 11 3/4
N Mo Tete Beche

e e e N T S AL AL

allllllﬂll |HII-I.II|!I||II||IiIIi|IrIII]1IIIIIrIIlIIIIIIH_

ESTTUN

5]
o)

ANVEHSO

HIFHE RN ENEIE N R e

OSBANEN

ST SRR

Iz

IR A=

NESTTUN

NANVYVESO

OSBANEN
STTRIERENTIE R A

TR TR TETTTRTEE

S

]
=
=
=
=
=
E
=
=
=
=
g
=
I

NESTTUN
NINVHSO0

bl TR R R R TR TR T

BRI I T

EN
3000 0 AT R

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

m23

e



g

10. 50 gre black on green paper
11. 100 gre black {(and vertical red skripe across center) on white paper
12. 500 ¢re red on white paper (large size stamp)
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Date? Similar to nos. 7-12. Typographed. Now perforated 10%. Sheeis
of ten stamps, arranged in two vertical rows of five stamps each. Both rows
now face the same way, so there are no tete-beches. There are no margin tads
around the edge. All stamps are imperforate on one side, corner stamps are
imperforate on two sides. The 500 gre stamp was apparently printed in a
vertical row of five stamps (all facing the same way now, 8o no tete-beche).
All stamps were imperforate on two sides, except the top and bottom stamp
in a sheet which was imperforate on three sides.
18. § gre black on light blue paper 15 20 gre dark red on white paper
14. 16 gre black on white paper 16, 50 pre black on emerald green paper
17. 100 gre black on light pink paper

a. same, but double perforation

b, 100 gre black on dark pink paper
18. 500 gre red on white paper (large size stamp)

These stamps were generally cancelled by blue peneil. [ have also seen a

single-line eancellation in violet reading *“Sgfteland”.

Safteland

A Train Post Office was established on May 1, 1919 and a postmark in the
usual Swiss type (with bars in the arches) and reading “OSBANEN" was used
to cancel postage stamps on mail.

Other Lines

Although I have not seen or heard of any, the possibility may exist of
parcel stamps having heen issued by the Grimstad-Rise Railroad. Traffic on
this line started on September 15, 1907, but already on January 24, 1912 it was
taken over by the State Railways.

As for the 22.5 kilometer long Dunderland Railroad, built on the southern
side of the Rana river, I think it was used exclusively by its owners—The
Dunderland Iron Ore Company Ltd. This line was alse finally taken over by
the State as of July 1, 1647,

1.
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Part 1Y — Private Steamship Parcel Services

Tyrifjord Steamship Company

A special stamp was issued to pay for the transportation of packages and
other freight on the steamer “Tyrvi,” which ran beween Hgnefoss and Viker-

aund on Lake Tyrifjord. o 2 i
l.,rq‘:lﬂg':_- i ae —-_J:-g_rr;i.:;t :

b.
=
vy

Wigeh

1887. Large size stamp. Monogram “TDS"” within oval in center of desigm,
apparently standing for the name of the company "“Tyrifjords Dampskibs
Selskab™. Denomination in the four cormers. At top, in two lines, “TRANS-
PORTMAEREE pgjaeldende” (i.e. Transportation stamp wvalid) and below “for
TYRVI”. Ornamental border. Lithographed. Perforated 12%. My copy
{illustrated) has a perforation hole missing on each of the four sides (ap-

parently eaused by a broken needle) and is eancelled by a pen and ink cross.
1. b pgre red

The Bygds Ferry Company (Bygdgfaergenes Skibsaktieselskab).

These ferries ran between Skillebaek (Kristiania) and across the bay to
Framnaes (Bygds), At Framnaes is located the large museum building which
houses the famous polar exploration ship “Fram.” A notice regarding “Parcel
transport by the Framnaes ferries” in a Kristiania newspaper of November
1916, placed by Huk Alktieselskab (apparently a predecessor of the Bygdg Ferry
Company), states that stamps were available aboard the ferries at Kr., 250
and Kr. 5.00 per sheet. This probably refers to the first 0 and 10 gre stamps
and indicates sheets consisting of 50 stamps. The 25 gre value zeems to have
been issued somewhat later. The notice goes on to explain that parcels should
be handed in with the speeial stamps affixed. Parcels that were received un-
franked would be carried at the expense of the recipient who would be charged
double the normal rate. A price discount of 10% was allowed on the purchase
of at least ten sheetz at the same time. This discount was only allowed on
sales made at the Company Office at Carl Johansgate 20 (Lawyer Butenschgn,
4th floor). This ferry service was running as laote as 1957, but is now dis-
continued. It is & shame, as one could enjoy a pleasant trip across the harbor
itt those pieturezcue little steamers. The closing, I think, was due to more
people travelling by bus or private ear.

1916( %) Across the top is a band with the text “FRAGT Maerke” (i.e. Freight
gtamp). In the center appears one of the old ferry boats, inseribed “FEAM-
NAES"”, In the background at the right iz the Holmenkollen hill which rises
behind the capital. At the left is “Oscarshal’—a summer palace built by King
Oscar . Valoe in the foor corners. There are two types each of the 10 #ra

3
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Skillebaek - Framnaes
Ferry

OSCARSTAL or Hristhania,
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and 25 gre stamps (valm ares differ in shape). The ferry’s flag at the
right points directly up to end loop of the band or scroll above it. Perfor-
ated 11,

1. & gre blue 2. 10 gre red 3. 25 ore green

Date(?) Similar, but redrawn desigm. The ferry's flag at the right points
to the left of the end loop of the scroll. The value figures differ from those
of the previous issue. Clear printing. Perforated 124,

4. 10 gre red

Date(?) Same redrawn design as no. 4, but unclear printing, Perforated 11.
6. 10 gre red

Date(?) Similar to no. B, but now printed in coil form. Imperforate at the
sides. Perforated 10%" at top and bottom. Ench stamp iz overprinted with
a different control number in black across the face (for example: 62471).

6. 10 gre red
Caneellations seen: Black or indelible pencil, blue or red crayon.

Risgr Steamship Company

This company had its headquarters at Riser, a small town on the southern
coast of Norway between Arendal and Eraperg.
Date? Simple design inseribed with the denomination in the ecenter, above
which is the name of Lthe company “Risgr Dampskibsselskab.” and below is
the word “Varemaerke.” (i.e. Goods stamp). Typographed. Imperforate.

1. o gre black on white paper
2. 10 gre black on blue paper
3. 15 gre black on green paper
4. 20 gre black on pink paper
H. 25 gre black on brown paper

1.

-
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Riser Dampskibsselskab.

5 Ore

Varemarke.

Risgr Steanship Company

The Hamar-Kapp Ferry (Hamar-Kapp Ferjem)
This ferry runs between Hamar and Kapp on Lake Mjgsa in central Nor-
way. It is a moderr wessel capable of carrying 400 passengers and 20 cars.

I | Hamar-Kapp-Ferjen

Ne 1964

o ke, 5,00

Date? (Current in 1058). Issued in booklets. Stamps imperforate on three
eldes, roclettod at left. Eanch stamp bearc a diffcrent serial number in black
The 0,80 value differs from the others hy having n front of the firm name
“M/F" (Motor/Ferje, ie. Molor/Ferry)., The 0,00 value is & bit smaller than
the resl and the type-face i3 also somewhat differant.

1. Kr. 0,10 bleck on buff 7. Kr, 1720 bleek on light grey

2. Kr 060 black on blue 8. Kr. 160 black on cream

4. Kr. 0,60 black on pale green 9. Kr. 2,00 black on emerald green
d. Kr. 0,80 black on whize - 10. Kr. 2,50 bluck o pule green

8. Kr. 0,00 black on pirk 11. Kr. 5,00 black on vellow

6. Kr., 1,00 black on pale grey

Date? (Current in 1969). Sinilar Lo previcns issue, but now with printer’s
name “A, SAETHER, HAMAR" added al bollom lefl on each stamp.
12. Kr. 0,60 black on pale green 15. XKr. 1.20 black on buff
13. KEr. 0.80 bleck on whitc 18. Er 200 black on bright pink
14. EKr. 1,00 black on eream

Cancellations seen: NES D/8 EESPEDIRION in cne line in black, viotek
or Jark blue; EAPP BRYGGE / Ragnur Andresen As, two lines in dark viclet;
HAMAR BRYGGE / EKSP., in double ring cirele with dote across center, in
alue.
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Hamar-Kapp Ferry on Lake Mjesa
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Date”? Inscribed “Sartor & Sport” ard denomination. I believe these are the
pames of bwo steamers rather than just a firm name. 1 have seen the stamps
cancelled in red “Andersen & Sgn Aktieselskab”, which is probably the firm
name. DBoth halves have glue. The left one bears the additional word “Vare-
billet”. Serial rumbers on beoth in black

1. b5 gre black ¢n pink 3. 25 gre dlack on white
2, 10 gre black on green

Sartor & Sport
25 fre

Varabillet

7042%”

Several other small steamship comparies have issned pareel stampa. They
are printed in booklel form, wilk two or ikree of the sides imperforate. Some
of the stampe wera printed in palrs with the two stamps differing from each
other. One of the stamps was apparert’y stuck on the bill of lading, whila
the other was stuck on the package itself.

Other steamship companies that in the past have issued simple typesat
stamps similar to the aforementioned, but without any ornamentation at all are:
Naesodden, Frogn, Nordby A/S (1 wariety seen -Kr. 0.30)

A/8 Nesoddens cdampskibsselskeb (1 variety seen—Kr. 1.00)
Deampskibsakticselskabet “Asker, Bdken & Hurum'-—(14 varicties seen)
Aktiesclskabet “Bundefjord-Helvig”—(6 varietics soen)

A/S Bundefjord Dampskibsselskap (1 wvariety seen—Kr. 040)

1,
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Varions shipping companies

* Nezsodden, Frogn, -' . :
Nordby ®'s ; '-'il‘Eﬁl"ﬂi Ne 26
Varebillet : Ihm;_lmmmkhhel
Fi. O30

| g,ﬂxkgr; Roken & Huram®

Varebillet © Varebillet (3.)
. Dampskibogclshabat 4 Dampshibsspladabel
- nAsker, Roken & Hurum™ - Asker, Reksr & Hurum®

el kr.

*

e
o i N
= A
. s o Rl A
o R i Y
=8 ; i

P e

: - Varebillet
© Atieselskabet

- Bundefjord-Ha:
; . : Kr. .08 I
 RETTE

| .Va.rahilleft :

- Aktieselskabet i
. »Bundefjord-Halvig“
: 50 @re
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Ship rowe in Oslofjord area
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Part ¥V — Government Railroad Parcel Services

The Trondhjem-Staren Railroad

A 58-kilometer long railroad was opened belween Trondhjem and Stgren
on August 5, 1864, It was originally a narrow gauge line, but was rebuilt to
wide gauge in connection with the new 158 kilometer long railroad between
Dombéz and Skdren (built 1910-21 and opened in the latter year) and topether
they made up the important section of the Norwegian State Railroad system
oalled Dovrebanen. The first railroad stamps of Norway were issued by the
original railroad.

1
i

i

|
|l
1M
i

i

'
:
|
i -
E

1870 (August?). The center of the design shows a locomotive of the period,
facing left, above which is a band inscribed “PAKKE-FRIMAERKE.” Another
band, beneath the locomotive, reads “THRONDHIEM-STOREN JERNBANE".
In the four corners are squares showing the figure of value. Perforated 12%%.
Printed in Sweden by Norrképing Lithografiska Actiebolag.

1. 2 slilling blue

a. Pair, imperforate vertically in middle
2. 4 skilling red

These stamps are much scarcer used than unused. Pairs and other multi-
ples, used or unused, are seldom seen.

I have noticed five stamp types of both values. On the 2 skilling it is
just a matter of certain dots here and there, but on the 4 skilling the cormer
squares with the figures of value vary in their alignment with the rest of the
design and often cut into the arabesques. 1 den't know exactly how many
stamps there were in a sheet, but it scems to me that there were at least ten.
A horizontal pair I have of the 2 skilling shows two different stamp types,
while a vertical pair shows two stamps of the same type. The 4 skilling value
was apparently produced by taking the lithographic printing stone of the 2
skilling stamp and changing the demomination figures.

These stamps were sold at the following stations along the line: Thrond-
hjem, Selsbak, Heimdal, Melhus, Kwvaal, Ler, Lundemo, Hovind and Stgren.
The stamps were cancelled by special circular date stamps. 1 have so far seen
those used at the stations of Throndhjem, Melhus, Lundemo, Hovind and Stgren.
Black and sometimes greyish blue coler was used. Manuseript cancellations
also occur. I have seen “Stgren 4/5 76" and “Lundemo 15/4 T1".

The earliest cireular cancellation 1 have is 8/7 1870, from Stéren, and the
latest is 16/6 1876, from Hovind. The metal handstamp of Melhus station is,
by the way, preserved among the wonderful collections of the Norwegian Postal

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED V= |
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7.

Musenm in Oslo. It reads "MEELHUUS STATION" and is similar to those
illustrated.

The Smaalens Railroad (Smaalensbhanen)

Smaalensbanen, also known as Sydbanen (Southern Railroad), was opened
on January 2, 1879, between Christiania and Fredrikshald. On July 26, 1879,
the line was extended to Graensen (Kornsjg) at the Swedish border.

SWAALENS
|

I

1881. The design shows an old-fashioned locomotive within an oval on each
side of which is “©@RE”. Above the oval is the name “SMAALENS-" and be-
low is “JERNBANEN". A large numeral “5" appears in the four corners.
There is a remarkable variation in the perforation of these stamps, the range
being 7, 8%, 9, 9%, 10, 10%, 11 and 12. Generally two and often three sides
of a stamp vary in perforation. There were ten stamps in a sheet, arranged
in two wvertical rows of five stamps each. As the sheets have no separate
marging, all the stampe in a sheet have one imperforate side, except the two
corner stamps at top only which each have two imperforate sides. With the
help of the imperforate edges and small variations in the design (plate flaws)
the position of the various stamps in the sheet may be reconstructed. Typo-
graphed. I have seen the stamps cancelled by a pen cross and in one case by
red pencil.

1. 5 ¢gre black on white (wove paper)

Sydbanen Train Post Office was established at the time the line was op-
ened in 1879, Quite a number of different postmarks have been use, so I am
just illustrating a few examples. After the opening of the eastern braneh
line Ski-Mysen-Sarpsborg, Sydbanen T. P. O. operated on both lines, and new
postmarks were introduced with the identifying letters “@.L.” (Eastern line)

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED V= 3
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and “V.L.” (Western line). From Oectober 1, 1932, “Sydbanens” T.P.0. changed
itse name to “Pstfoldbanens” T.P.O.

The Norwegian Main Railroad (Norsk Hovedjernbane)

This line was opened, on September 1, 1354, between Christiania and Eids-
vold. It was the first railroad in Norway and was built under the direction of
Gmrge Stevenson’s son, Robert, Train mail was at first pen-cancelled. Later
on, in 1876, the first railroad postmark was issued, bearing the text “HOVED-
JERNB:POSTEXP:"” and date within a circle, The railroad parcel stamps were
not cancelled with this postmark but by pen or crayom.

1881. MNumeral in center surrounded by frame of dotz. Imseribed “NORSK
HOVED-JERNBANE” in non-gerifed letters. Apparently printed in sheets of
10 stamps (2 vertical rows of § stamps). As there were no margins, all stamps
have one side imperforate, exeept corner stamps which have two sidez imper-
forate. Perforated 8. Sesn cancelled by a cross in red ink.

#1 #2

HD‘FED—]E FIH EEAI"IE. =il ]

e

1. & gre black on blue paper 2. 10 gre black on wyellow paper

1381. Same design as previously. Apparently printed in sheets of 10 stamps
(2 vertical rows of 5 stamps). However, thizs time there are margins around
the sheet, s0 none of the stamps have any Imperforate edpes. Perforated 1114,
#. b gre black on greenish-blue paper
4. 25 gre black on light violet paper

Baggage Checking Stamps — (Hovedbanen)

1893. WValue in cirele at center, with a winged-wheel symbol on each side. A
band acrosz the stamp in a half-cirele, reading “OPBEVARING AF REIRE-
FODS" (i.e. taking care of travellers’ Euggage bapgage checking). A band
acrposs the bottom inseribed “CHRISTIANIA @." The upper corners are filled
with a hopeless tangle of snakes, like those found on old viking wood-carvings.

7.
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Bagpage
#2

Hovedbanen

Baggage
#7

1.

-

Hovedbanen

SARAfAAARAAAASAASSAE SRR ARS S 2 - ' ; e
Perf. 11%. 1 have seen the “Frit” stamp in a Ehﬂet of Elght stamp:s- (two ver-
tical rows of four stamps) with margin tabs all around the sheet and blank
gutter tabs in the center between the twe vertical rows. The 10 dre value was
also printed in a similar miniature sheet of eizght stamps. Cancellation seen:
WKri. afd”, in violet.

1. & gre ultramarine
#. 5 gre blus
b. with “PRAVE" (specimen) in large blue antique letters.
2. 10 gre light red
8. No value indicated, brown. Frank stamp. “FEIT"” (free) in cirele.
1908. Same design, bot spelling change: "ERISTIANIA @ with "K" instead
of “C” in the bhottom band. Perf. 111s.
4. b gre blue
1903(17) Same as no. 4, but additional spelling change: “AV™ instead of “AF”
in the half circle band. The letter “K"” varies somewhat on the different stamps
in the sheet.
5. b gre hlue, perf. 113
a. perf. error, half of two stamps on one stamp area
6. b gre blue, perf. &

1904. Same as ne. 5, but rate inerease, Perfl. 113,
7. 10 ¢re blue

The Norwegian State Railroads (Norges Statsbaner)
Baggage Checking Stamp

1906. For taking care of travellers’ luggage, baggage checking. Design sim-
ilar to Hovedjernbanen no. 7. “AV” in the half circle band, but “STATS-
BANERNE” in the bottom band. This was used in Trondhjem. DPerf. 9. This
stamp was printed in a sheet of 50 stamps (five vertieal rows of ten stamps).
Stamp no. 34 (the 4th stamp from the left in the 4th horizontal row from the
bottom) in the sheet has a faulty “R™ and reads “STATSBANEPNE"”. There
are blank margin tabs all around the edges of the sheet.

1. 10 gre red

Bagpage
#3

M5B

Baggage
il
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g, Norwegian State Railroad (NSB)

Regular Issues

lskd, Himilar design to the 1Irst 13sues of the Norwegman Main HAallrogd, D
the numersl in the center iz surrounded by a wavy-line border (which wvariez
on the different stamps in the sheet). Inseribed “NORGES STATSBANER'
in serifed letters. “@RE" is also in serifed letters. The outer border contains
a dotted line. The sheets are without margins, the stamps are therefore im-
perforale on one side (corner stamps imperforate on two sides). Perforated
13. Seen cancelled with ink line or Llue crayon eross.

4

1. 5 gre black on blue paper 3. 50 gre black on pale green paper
2, 10 gre black on lemon yellow paper

1884, Same design, but the stamps have no imperforate sides. Apparently
printed in sheets with separate margins sround, FPerforated 11%. Seen can-
celled with 3-ring numeral POSTMARK in black, (number illegible).

4, 10 gre black on iemon yellow paper

] -

1884, Similar design, but numeral in cenier is surrounded by a border of small
hatched lines. The inscription reads “NORGES STATSBANER.” in serifed
letters and with period now. “@RE” iz in non-serifed letters. The outer bor-
der contains a wavy line, of which I have noticed two main types in the sheet.
Thers were no margins to the sheet this time, so the stamps are imperforate
on one side of each stamp {eorner stamps on two sides), the imperforate sides
corresponding with the edge of the sheet. This applies to the 5 gre value, a
copy of which T have seen imperforate on one side. As for the 50 gre and 100
gre values, I have seen them only perforated on two sides and imperforate on
two opposite sides, so it appears that these lalter two values were printed in
single vertical strips. This applies also in the case of the large 500 gre value.
I have seen it imperforate at left and right and also at the top, (top stamp of
the strip.) The 500 gre value is of the same general design as the other values
but iz larger and differs in various details (see illustration). The perforation
of the stampe in this set varies from 7, 8, 10%. (Stamps perforated 8% to 3
have been recorded by other collectors.) I have also zeen a combination on the
50 gre—perforated & at top and 7 at bottom, and the 5 gre perforated 10 at top,
914 on the right and 9 at bottom. On this issue I have noted eancellation by
means of red erayon or by hlue or red ink cross.

B. 5 gre black on blue paper

6. 50 gre black on dull green paper

7. 100 gre black on dull pink paper

8. 500 gre black on dull green paper

1.

-
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1884. Same design as previous issue. The sheets now apparently have mar-
gins, and there are no imperforate sides to the stamps. Perf. 11%. Seen
cancelled with red or blue crayon or handstamp in violet reading “KASSER-
ET" in serifed letters. Examples have also been seen cancelled by ink ecross
or by handstamp in violet of the station “Rgiknes” in joined letters. The figure
in the center of the 5 and 50 gre values ean vary a bit in position (higher or
lower). This corresponds with the two main types of the outer border wavy
line. There is also some variation in the thickness of the straight line of the
outer border. The 50, 100 and 500 gre values are also known in imperforate
condition (from a proof sheet?).

9. 5 gre black on various zhades of blue paper

10. 10 gre black on yellow paper
11. 60 gre black on emerald green paper
12. 100 gre black on pink paper
13. 600 gre black on light green paper

1897. New issue of parcel stamps. Elaborate design with viking-type border
of entwined dragon tails. Two stylized dragons with jaws interlocked at the
base. Numeral within oval in center, above which is a crown and winged
wheel. Underprint of twisting bands inscribed “NORGES STATSBANER” a-
round “NS” monograms. The stamps of this type were printed in sheets of
100 stamps (10x10) from at least 1907 on. The earlier issues were probably
also printed the same way, but I have not been able to confirm this. Complete
sheets are rare, as most stations made “stamp books” with each page a half-
gheet of stamps. The large margin at the top or bottom of the sheet was wetted
s0 as to stick the sheet into the book. This is why one seldom sees used stamps
with the end margin attached—as these were left stuck in the book. This is n
disappointment to plating specialists, but at least one can run into the side
margins. Cancellations: blue erayon, indelible pencil and rubber or metal stamp-
ers in a wide variety of sizes and shapes, usually with station name. Those
‘including a clear year date descrve a premium. Vielet or black color was
generally unszed, but some places preferred blue or red. Several small stations
which were also post officez used their postmark to eancel railroad stampa. [
have seen the following, in black: KRONSTAD (1914), AASEN (1%16), HOL-
STAD and RYGGE (1918), SEL (1923), TREUNGEN and LOVE STASJON
(1925), BRENNHAUG (1926). Others probably also exist.

The 500 gre stamp of 1897 has a distinct copper tint to the gold. There
is a similar appearance in the color of the 1899 (?) stamp of that value. The
600 pre stamp of 1914, however, hns a more brasz colored gold.

The horizontal lines within the central oval on the stamps of Plate I are
more numerous and closer together than those of Plate II. On the issues of
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Plate II and several later izsues, the position of the numerals within the oval
can vary on individual stamps within the sheet. This iz, of eourse, a very use-
ful aid in sheet reconstruction. An example of this kind of work may be seen
in the following two diagrams. Fiz. 1 shows the 1st Setting or arrangement
of stamp die types in a sheet of the 1 gra value (no. 28). A block of ten dif-
ferant stamp dies was repeated ten timez to form the sheet of 100 siamps.
This setting was used again for printing stamps nos. 36 and 30.

Fig. 2 shows the 2nd Setting or new arrangement of stamp dies used for
a later printing of the 1 gre (no. 36a). A block of tem different stamp dies
was repeated nine times. The other block of ten differs from the rest and is
actually a block from the 1st Setting.

NEEIRGMEIEIMAE w22k ulifz2l 3y
e|7ls[qwlel7 1819 o welrisla iz]él7]8]q
Vizlslels] (213 b4 s NHBENOORER
e|7|ald lio]e|7(8 ]9 !0 el718 19 el 7] 89
V2139 |S | [2(3 %9 (RN AR CE NN F: b
Gl718|19W|6|T(819 % izlel7I8|alizl6|7]|BiY
V2B 0 2z leel [ 2z 2 3 % 5]
al7idlielel7ialq(w Lje|7i8qje .7 8.9 !
2311 12]3]y5 RIRAEIREAE

GITI890|8]718]9 1w w6 l7|8 e |8 |9

1587, Perf. 11%. Plate 1.

14. & pﬂ:? black and 1igl{tt blue 16. 50 gre black and light green
a. “PROVE" (specimen) in blue 17. 100 gre black and dull pink

15. 10 gre black and yellow 18. 500 pre gold and light brownm

1899( 7). Perf. 113;. Plate IL

18 5 gre black and light blue 22. 100 gre black and dull pink

20. 10 gre black and dull yellow 23. 500 gre gold and light brown

21. &0 gre black and light green
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24,
25.

£8.
=0,
21,
33.
25,
36.

3 ﬂi-

41.

f’,:!

1899( 7).

1904.
1906.
1907.

1907.

1009,

1309,

”Tﬁbl %

Perf. 5. Plate II

& gre black and greyish blue

10 gre black and pale vellow
Perf. 1135.

1 gre black and grey
Perf. 113.

30 gre black and brownish orange
Parf., 11%.

15 gre black and red
Perf. 8,

12 gre black and emerald green

75 gre black and duoll violet
Perf. 11%.

1 gre black and lilae

g. black and lilac pink
Perf. 9.

1 gre black and dull lilac

a. error: doubls perf. at bottom

28.
27.

29,

32.
24,
a7,
38,

40.

200/12 gre black and emerald green

ISEANER -xfh™,

)
Ly
| W
=}
L BE
(&}
&£

. "' T T I TR R R T TR T

50 ¢re black and pale green
100 gre black and light pink

2 gre black and light brown

85 gre black and pale chocolate

15 ¢re black and red
a. error: imperf. at right

2 gre black and pale pink .
40 gre hlack and pale ultramarine

2 gre black and pale pink

1911. Provisional sorcharge on no. 34. Perf, 9,

A spectacular retouch. No. 54a. (At right)
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1014, Perf. 1135.
42. 8 gre black and pale violet 0. 60 gre black and grass pgreen

43. 5 gre black and light aquamarine a. error: double perf. at left
a. black and pale sea green b. black and yellow green
44. 10 gre black and lemon yellow 51. 50 gre black and deep yellow
45. 20 gre black and grey (shades) a. error: imperf. at left
46. 25 gre black and brown (shades) &2. 70 pre black and deep green
a. hblack and orange 53. T5 gre black and blue-violet
47. 30 gre blk and pale pink (shades) 54. 100 gre black and orange
48. 35 gre hlack and pale orange 8. retouched numerals
49. 40 gre black and greyish blue B6. 200 gre black and emerald
a. black and saxe blue 56, 500 gre gold and preybrown
1914, Perf. 9.
a7. 3 gre black and pale viclet 62, 30 gre black and pink
58, 5 gre black and light blue a. black and flesh
a. black and pale preen #3. 40 gre black and blue
55. 10 gre black and yellow 64. B0 gre black and dull grass green
G60. 20 gre black and grey 66. T0 gre black and deep blue-green
61, 25 gre black and light brown B6. 100 gre black and flesh pink

In order to help out temporary shortages of certain values, various stamps
of the preceding issues were bisected. The following stamps have been seen
tied on piece. Cut diaponally: nes. 41, 44, 45, 47, b0, 82, b4, 59, 62, Cat
horizontally seross center: nos. 44, 54.

The stamps of this design, in use since 1B97, now give way to a more
modern one. They do, however, make a small reappearance later on with added
surcharges (nos. 99 to 101).

Issued November 1, 1927, Withdrawn April 30, 1929. The remainderz of nos.
69, T1, 82 and 73 were reissued in 1947. New “modernized” design. “NORGES
STATSBANER"” in two lines across top, beneath which iz a crowned winged
wheel. The rest of the design iz a value-tablet inseribed “4 BETALE" (ie.
TO PAY) at bottom, and the denomination in the center. Printed in sheets of
d00 stampe. Perforated 1136,

67. 10 gre carmine T0. 80 gre carmine
G8. &0 gre carmine T1. 100 gre earmine
69. T0 gre ecarmine T2, 200 gre ecarmine

a. error: imperf. at bottom 73. 500 gre carmine

Of the above design, I bhave the 200 gre carmine and also in green, both
imperforate. I also have an imperforate 70 gre green of the following “Betalt”
type. They are proofs I believe.

1929, Similar to 1927 issue, excepl bottom line now reads “BETALT” (i.e.
PAID). Printed by Halvorsen & Larsen, Oslo, in sheets of 100 stamps. Perf.
8. Thin smooth paper,

T4. 10 gre emerald green

T6. 60 gre emerald green
76. 30 gre emerald green

1929 to ? Same as previous issue, except now perf. 11%. The first printing
(1929) wasz in emerald green on thin smooth-surfaced paper. Other eolor
shades followed later. All in this group are on smooth paper.

77. & ¢re blue green

78. 10 gre emerald green 50. 30 gre emerald green
4. green a. green
b. blue green b. blue green

79, 20 gre emerald green 81. 40 gre emerald green
a. green a. green
b. blue green b. blue green

/o
-
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1909 perf. 9

7.

1911 Provisional perf. 9
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7.

1914 perf_ 11 1/2

Kot T, 4
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: 1914 perf. 9

7.
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Bill of lading for express freight (1920's)
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2 50 gre bisect good for 25 gre - total Kr. 135

-

The use of bisected stamps was permitted for a while -
FPerf 11 1/2
4
|, Frimerke -
Gods
cancel
1
|
- - s _ Ll B !
10 gre bisect went for 5 gre - total Kr. 065
Used at
Gulskogen
50 gre bisect

‘good for 25 gre -
total Kr. 0.75

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED V=27



10 @re hisect - total Kr. 135 - from Rinnan

10 gre hisect
total Kr. 085
used from
Hoven

10 gre hisect
total Kr. 045
nsed from
Stange
June 1924




%p Bisects

10 @re hisect - total Kr. 0.75 from Sandvika

10 gre bisect - total Kr. 165 from Stange
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10 gre bisect - total Kr. 1.30 - Vikesund - 6 Aug 1925
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20 gre bhisect - total Kr. 0.80 - from Spikkestad
7 May 1924

20 gre bisect
total Kr. 1.10
used from
Backkelaget
23 July 1918
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Bisects
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10 gre bisect - total Kr. 085 - unusual bisect horizontally across middle
Used from Lillehammer, 3 May 1924
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'? 10 gre bisect - total Kr. 135 - horizontal bisect from Gjeithus 2 May 1924
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“To Pay" stamps used as regular stamps later

i . @RE |
| A BETALE |

|, ORE

| A BETALE |

an
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B2, 50 gre emerald green

4. green 3h. 100 gre emerald green
83. 60 gre emerald green 8. green

a. green b. Dblue green

b. blue green 6. 200 gre emerald green
B4, 70 gre emerald green ga. blue green

a. green 87. 500 gre blue green

b. blue preen 4. green

Data? Same az previous issue, except now perf. 10%. The dark blue green
printing on smooth-surfaced thin white paper, with good clear gum, seems to
have appeared just before World War II. During the war, various green shades
were used on a rough-surfaced thick paper which had poor quality (brownish)
wartime gum. After the war, the smooth paper and clear gum reappears.

88. b5 gre d. emerald green, smooth paper

gre

a. dark blue preen, smooth paper e. emerald green, rough paper

b gre

a. dark blue green, smooth paper a. green, smooth paper
e. green in shades, rough paper b. green in shades, rough paper
d. emerald green, rough paper 80 gre
20 gre a. green in shades, rough paper
a. green in shades, smooth paper b. emerald green, smooth paper
b. green in shades, rough paper T0 gre
c. emerald green, rough paper a. green in shades, rough paper
d. emerpld green, smoeth paper b. emerald green, smooth paper
e. error: double perf. at left 100 gre

(green; smooth paper) a. green in shades, smooth paper
30 gre b. green in shades, rough paper
a. dark blue green, smooth paper c. emerald green, smooth paper
b. green in shades, smooth paper 200 gre
¢. green in shades, rough paper a. green in shades, smooth paper
d. emerald green, rough paper b. pgreen in shades, rough paper
e. emerald green, smooth paper c. emerald green, rough paper
40 gre 500 gre
a. dark blue green, smooth paper a. dark blue green, smooth paper
h. green in shades, smooth paper b. blue green, rough paper
¢. green in shades, rough paper c. emerald green, rough paper

1847. Provisionals. Nos. 37, 42, 36a, and 70 with added surcharge in black.
Perf. 11%. Nos. 99 and 100 were originally used (1943-45) as revenue stamps
on railroad travel permits. No. 86a handstamped “100” iz probably an essay.

8. 100/2 gre hlack and pale pink i01. 40/1 gre black and lilac pink
100, 100/3 gre black and pale violet 102, 40/30 gre earmine

7.
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Provisionals 1947
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100 / 1 gre - Essay - Not issued
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January 1, 1948. Redrawn design. Smaller dimensions. “8” of “NORGES”
above “N” of “STATSBANER”. On previous issues it was above “NE".
Printed by Norges Bank (Bank of Norway) in sheets of 50 stamps. Perf. 133%.
Stamps now printed in two operations, design in green, and numeral of value
printed separately also in green.

108. & gre green 10%. B0 gre green
104. 10 gre green 110. 70 gre green
105, 20 gre green 111. 90 gre praen
106. 80 gre green 112, 100 gre green
107. 40 gre green 113. 200 gre green
108. 50 gre green 114. B0O gre preen

Date? (Current in 1957.) Same previous design printed in green, but num-
erals of value now printed separately in black (zame type-font as before).
Printed in sheets of 50 stamps. Mixed perforation.
115. T0 gre grean and black, perf. 105 horizontally, 124 vertically

a. perf. 10% horizontally and at right, perf. 123% vert. at left

b. perf. 10% horizontally and at left, perf. 1234 vert. at right
Date? (Current in 1%57.) Similar, but the numeérals of value are in a new
type font, with thin zero figures, ete. Perf. 1214,
116. 100 gre black and green 118, 1000 gre black and grean
117. 200 gre black and green

T "

Salibiipihioyind

[o3L S S O I
—r

Date? I:Clt!'l;é]1t in lEP'E"FT“iSimilar, but numerals of valoe are in a new and
larger foni type, with large oval zero fipures, ete. WVarious minor shade war-
ieties of the green design and also of the black numerals exist. All are perf.
12%, except the 70 gre which is perf. 10% on all sides.

11%. 1 gre green and black i2%. B0 gre green and black
120. 2 gre green and black 128. 70 gre green and black
121. b gre green and hlack 1249. 820 gre green and black
122, 10 gre green and black 130. 90 gre green and black
a. top broken off “1” 131. 100 gre preen:and black
123. 20 gre green and black 132, 120 gre green and black
124. 30 gre green and black 123, 200 gre preen and black
125. 40 gre green and black 134. 500 gre green and black

126. 50 gre green and black
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Varieties with mixed perforation exist of some of the abowe stamps:
123. 20 gre green and black

a. perf. 103 horizontally and at left, perf. 123¢ at right

. perf. 10% horizontally and at right, perf. 123 at left
. perf. 12% vertically and at top, perf. 10% at bottom
. perf. 123 vertically and at bottom, perf. 103% at top
0 gre green and black

a. perf, 123 vertically and at top, perf. 103 at bottom

b. perf. 123 vertically and at bottom, perf, 10% at top
1268. 50 gre green and black

a. perf. 10% horizontally and at left, perf. 121 at right

b. perf. 10% horizontally and at right, perf. 12% at left
128. 70 gre green and black

a. perf. 10% horizontally and at left, perf. 1214 at right

b. perf. 10% horizontally and at right, perf. 12% at left
134. BO0 pre green and black

a. perf. 10% horizontally and at right, perf. 121& at left

b. perf. 10% horizontally and at left, perf. 123 at right

e. perf. 123 vartically and at top, perf. 10% at bottom

I have not yet seen the wvarieties mos. 1158b, 123b and d, and 12bb, but it
seems logical that they exist.

This brings us up to date on the parcel stamp issuez of the Norwegian
State Railways.

Most of the present railroad station cancellations are eircular metal ones
with the date in the center. They appear to be made by the same firm that
makez the Norwepian postmarks. Although applied in black and bearing the
various town names, these station marks may be distinguizhed from postmarks
as they also carry the station number. A star is usually on a line with the
date, instead of bheneath it as in postmarks.

Railroad stamps are now being mueh less used in Morway, as even the
smaller stations arc getting speecial meter machines. Several kinds of machines
are in use, but the majority are manufaetured by the Norwegian firm of Krag.
The station meters use red or magenta colored ink, while machines used hy
private companies use black (and sometimes green) ink.
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Part Y| — Government Auto, Bus and Truck Parcel Services

Norwegian State and Main Railroads’ Delivery Service

1900, Delivery a.t‘.ampﬂ used by bﬂth the ‘Iu‘rwagmn Main Raﬂrnad and the
Norwegian State Railroads. Value within oval in center, above this the in-
seription “STATSBANERNE OG HOVEDBANEN” and below: “OMBRING-
ELSESAFGIFT FRA CHR:A. . ELLER CHR:A. V.” This is all framed by
on onuzual desipn of carrots and other vegetables. There is also an elaborate
colored underprint. The 20 gre value wasz printed in sheets of 60 stamps (six
vertical rows of ten stamps) with margin tabs around the sheet edges. The
30 pre value was printed in sheets of 30 stamps (six wvertical rows of five
stamps) with margin tabs around the shest edges. These two stamps were
apparently used to cover the extra delivery charge on packages picked up by
a bus or truck from the railroad stations at Christiania @ (East) and V [We&t}
and delivered direetly to the addressee at his home or place of business.
1. 20 gre black and light blue

8. with “PRAVE"” (=pecimen) in large blue antique letters

b. with reverse print on back of stamp (abklatsch)
2. 30 gre black and pink

a. with “PROVE" (specimen) in large blue antique letters

Norwegian State Railways Auto/Bus Parcel Delivery Service

A parcel service has been operated by the Norwegian State Railways in
connection with certain automobile or bus routes that they run to places with-
out direet train eonnecions. (As-Drobak, Zlesund. Andalsnes and others).
Date? (Seen cancelled 1947-50, but probably issued during World War IL)
Same design as Norwegian State Railway regular issue of 1929, but printed in
yellow instead of green and overprinted in black “BIL” (ie. Auto). Thick,
rough-surfaced paper. Poor quality, brownish, wartime gum. Narrow margin
tabs around all four sheet edges. Perforated 103,

1. 10 gre yellow (printed in sheets of §0)

a. error: imperforate at top

b. ‘error: imperforate at bottom

¢. broken tops on letters “IL" of overprint (neo. 42 in sheet)

2. 20 ¢gre yellow (printed in sheets of 100)
3. T gre yellow

a. error: imperforate at bottom
b. error: deouble perforation at bottom

Date? Same design and overprint as previously. Smooth-surfaced, whita pa-
per. Printed in sheets of 560 stamps with narrow margin tabs around all four
edges. Perforated 114.

E 4. 380 ¢gre light orange
a. error: double perforation at top
b. error: imperforate on one vertieal side

7.
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6. 60 gre light orange

a. error: double perforation at top

b. error: imperforate at bottom

¢. error: imperforate at top and bottom
6. T0 gre light orange

¥ 100

B AR R A Bl N B

Date? Same design as previously, but overprint in a new type face (thicker
gerifs). Smooth-surfaced, white paper. Good, clear gum. Printed in sheets
of 50 stamps, with narrow margin tabs around the edges on all four sides.
FPerforated 10%.

. 10 gre lemon yellow 9. 40 gre lemon yellow

8. 20 gre lemon yellow 10. 100 gre lemon yellow

19487 Same general design as previously, but redrawn in somewhat smaller
size (same as Norwegian State Railway regular issue of 1948). The wvalue
figures are now added in a second printing operation. Black overprint aimilar
to the first and second issues (nos. 1-6), but letters are closer together,
Smaoth-surfaced white paper. Good, clear gum. Printed in sheets of B0 stampa,
with large margin taba around the sheet-cdges. Perforated 133,
11. 40 gre yellow 12. 100 gre yellow

These yellow and orange stamps now arc apparently replaced by pink eoil
gtamps. In regnrd to these latier, I had at first thought of separating them
into 2 Bus and an Auto group. However, both types seem to be in use to-
gether on the same lines without distinction as to the type of wehicle used.
Based on the “mixed frankings™ | have seen, 1 have therefore listed them all
-together, '

Date? (Current in 1043.) Simple typeset arrangement. “Statens Bussrnte”
horizontally across top. “Fraktmerke” and control number at center left.
Value at center right. Printer's imprint at bottom. Printed in coils by Fab-
ritius, Oslo, Imperforate at top and bottom, poorly perforated 10 at sides.
Large, thick figures of value.

18. 10 gre black on mauve paper, black control numbers

#. Dblack on pink paper, red’control numbers
14. 40 gre black on mauve paper, black control numbers

Date? BSame as before, but thinner figures of valuoe,

15. 30 gre black on mauve paper, black control nuombers
a. black on mauve paper, brownish control numbers
b. black on pink paper, red control mumbers
16, 40 gre black on pink paper, black conirol numbers
17. 50 gre black on mauve paper, brownish contrel numbers
a. black on mauve paper, red control numbers
b. black on pink paper, red control numbers

.
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18. 100 pre black on pink paper, red control numbers
1%, 200 gre black on pink paper, rved control numbers

Date? (Current in 1058.) New, simple typeset arrangement. Vertical text
“N.S.B. Bussrute” at left. “FRAKTMEREKE” horizontally across top. Demnom-
ination in center above control numbers, all in black. Circular underprint in
red, inscribed “NORGES STATSBANER” and Norwegian coat of arms (often
unclear). Pink paper. Printed in coils by Fabritins, Oslo. Imperforate at
top and bottom. Perforated 10 at sides. A

20. 10 gre black and red 25. 60 gre black and red

21. 2D dgre black and red 24, 100 gre black and red

22. 40 gre black and red

Date? «Current in 1958.) Simple typeset arrangement like nos. 13-19, but
“Statsbanenes Bilruter” horizontally aeross top. “Fraktmerke” and control
number at center left. Value at center right. Prirter's imprint at bottom.
Red, eircular underprint az on previous issue (nos. 20-24), Pink paper. Print-
ed in coils by Fabritius, Oslo. Imperforate at top and bottom. Perforatel
10% at sides. I have so far only seen an imperforate pair of the T0 gre.

25, 20 gre black and red 28. 200 gre black and red

268. 40 gre black and red 2%, 500 ¢gre black and red

27. 70 gre black and red (imperf.)

Date? (Current in 1958.) New, simple typeset arrangement like nos. 20-24,
but wertical text “N.5.B. Bilruter” at lefi. “FRAKTMERKE" horizontally
across top. Denomination in center above control number, all in black. Cir-
eular, red underprint as previously., FPink paper. Prinfed in coils by Fabritins,
Oslo. Imperforate at top and bottom. DPerforated 10% at sides.

20. 10 gre hlack and red 33. 60 gre black and red

a21. 30 gre black and red 24. 100 gre black and red

42. 40 gre black and red

Date? (Current in 1958.) Similar to previous issue, but vertically at left
“N.S.B.” winged-wheel emblem and text “Bilrutene”. “FRAKTMEREE” hor-
izontally across top. Densmination in eenter, above control number, all in
black. Cireular, red underprint as previously, Pink paper. Printed in coils
by Fabritius, Oslo. Imperforate at top and hottom. Perforated 10% or roul-
etted 10 (7?) at sides. Doth methods may be found on the same coil, so that

1,

—s
-

-
o
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some stamps have vertical perforatiom, some wertical rouletdng, and others a
combination of the two.

35, 10 gre black and red 38. 40 ¢re black and red

&6, 20 gre black and red 3. 50 gre black and red

37. 30 gre black and red

Date? (No. 42 current 1958, nos. 40, 41 current 1959.) Similar to previous
issue. Same vertically at left, but now “FRANKERINGSMEREE" horizontally
across top. Circular, red underprint as previously. Pink paper. Printed in

coils by Fabritius, Osle. Imperforate at top and bottom, Perforated 103 at
sides.

40. 10 gre black and red 42, 100 gre black and red
41. B0 gre black and red

I have seen two special meters used (in red) instead of the N.S.B. bus/
auto stamps. They are similar to the meter from Trondheim (illustrated in
this booklet after the regular N. S. R. issues) with differences as follows:

1) N. 8. B. meter no, 1052 in use at Spjelkavik (seen 1958) has the additional
word “BIL"Y under the denomination.

2) N. 8. B. meter no. ™0 in use at Tresfjord (zeen 1259) has the word “Bil-
frakt” in the lower part of the date box. A 2-line ad slogan out to the
left reads “N. 8. B. Bilruter / Andalanes-Alesund",

.
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State Railroad Bus Routes
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NSB Bus Route (and @stfold Bus Route)
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Morwegian State Railways Freight Stamps for transport of Skis (pre-WWII)

NORGES STATSBANER.

Ski-Kupong
10 Ore |

Nr. 5027

Fra Sundviken

o Kristiania V.

[{Paakimhes som merkelap.)

| =
e .
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Part YIl — Municipal and Private Auto, Bus and Truck Parcel Services

Ekeberghanens Ilgodsbilrute (stmarkruten) (see also entry in Part IT)

The suburban railroad Ekeberghbanen (see under Part II) also issued stamps
for an express-goods motor-car (or truck) route, which it operated (Oslo-
Abildsg-Svaersvann) in order to bring parcels directly to the addressee.

Date? TUpright rectangle, divided into three sections. At top: company name,
control letters (A B) and value (10 gre). In middle: an orange colored ad for
“Lilleborg™ soap, I suppose to cut printing costs. At bottom: red serial number.
A rubber handstamp is struck diagonally zcross the stamp in dark violet. This
reads in two lines “OMBRINGELSE / 17 dre”, within a box frame. Part of
the adjoining stamp is attached to my copy and shows that it was handstamped
too. There are traces of gum on the reverse. This unusual item appears to
be from a roll of tiekets converted into delivery stamps by overprinting. Rough,
yellowish paper. Imperforate coil

1. 15/10 gre black, orange and red

December 1, 1440(?) Large size. At top, in band, “EKEBERGBANENS” and
beneath this “ILGODSBILRUTE". Value in ¢irele in center. The company
monogram “EB" is included once in the colored wavy underprint. Each stamy
has a consecutive control number in black at the bottom. Above the number
is a pair of control letlers which apparently indieate the various printings.
Letters seen: A A, A B, A D, A E AF. Printed in coils, imperforate at the
sides and perforated 10 at top and bottom.

2. 10 gre black and light green h. B0 gre black and wellow

3. 15 gre black and red G. 100 gre black and mauve

4. 20 gre black and ultramarine

[EKEBERGBANENS)

w2 | ]
L — ——
i T I 1

The following stamps were apparently also used in connection with the
aforementioned special delivery serviee.
Date? Large size stamp. Inseribed at top “EKEBERGBANENS ILGODS-
RUTE" and diagonally acress center “OMBRINGELSESAVGIFT'—meaning
“Ekeberg Railroad express-goods route. Delivery fee”. Red serial numbers at
bottom together with black control letter. Letters seen: A, B, C. These
stamps appear first with good, clear gum, then with poor, brownish, war-time
gum and finally without gum. Printed in coils, imperforale at sides and per-
forated 10 at top and bottom.
T. 20 gre black and red 9. B0 gre black and red
8. 80 gre black and red
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Snow landscape with moon and MNorthemn lights.
Lapplander with sleigh drawn by a reindeer
witches as an old fashioned passenger car drives by.
Probably issued [920-1930
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Larsen's Omnibus Service, Drammen

Sometime around the turn of the eentury a certain Otto Larsen operated
an omnibus service in Drammen. It ran between the district of Bragemaes on
the north side of the Drammen river and Tangen on the south side.

Date? Lithographed. Perf. 11. Oval band design with the value in the four
corners. Inserived “PAKKEMAERKE” at top. Apparently for use on pareels
eonveyed by the omnibus.

1. 10 gre red

Rex Bus (7) Company

Date? Viking head in front of tire wheel. At bottom “‘er betalt” (i.e. pald,.
Perforated 11.

1. 5 ore black and green 8. 2b gre black and blune
2. 10 gre black and red

a |
1
i
i
bl
"
L]
1
1
i
L1
1
{
1
4
1
1
1

Date? Similar, but at bottom “at efterbetale” (i.e. to be paid)

4, & gre black and yellow 6. 25 gre black and violet
5. 10 gre black and brown

Date? Provisionals. Nos. 4 and 6 overprinted in black.
7. "60 gre betalt/5 gre black and wellow

8. “60 gre betalt"/25 gre black and violet

Date? Provisional. MNo. 4 overprinted in red.

8. “D kr. betalt”/5 ¢re black and yellow

Date? New values,
10. 40 gre vellow 11. &0 gre black on pink paper
The stamps were cancelled by red or blue crayon lines.
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Ténsbherg and District Automobile Co. (Tonsberg og Omegns Automobil Eompani

19117 Denomination in eircle in the four cormers. Company name at too
center. Old-fashioned car with driver and two passengers passing tower on
*Blottaljellet”, Tensbery. 6" in “Ore” and “"Tonsberg” in the Bwedish apell-
ing form (Stamps printed in Sweden?). Typographed on colored paper. Par-
forated 11%. My stamp is imperforate on two sides and is probably from the
bottom right corner of the sheet.

1. 5 dre black on yellow paper 2, 10 ore black on pink paper

Kongsvinger New Auto Co. (Kongsvinger nye Bilselskap A. 8)

——a i -t

i".alurit:i:s, D-u-i-n.}, ¥

Date? Company name at top. “Fragtmerke” (i.e. Freight stamp) in center.
Serial number in red. Value at bottom. Ornamental background underprint
in blue. Typographed by Fabritiug, Oslo. Printed in coils imperforate at top
and bottom, rouletted at sides.
1. 25 gre black, blue and red

Quite a number of other bus companies (rome County or Municipally
owned) have issued simple typeset parcel stamps. T shall not attempt to cat-
alog all the varieties here, as they would fill a separate booklet. The follow-
ing iz a list of firms froem which I have seen stamps. Some companies no
longer exist.

Fylkesbilene i Nord Trendelag (28 warieties)
Aurland Kommunale Rutebiler (4 varieties)

.
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Some Older Bus Parcel Stamps

Fabritivs, Oslo,

e o o ML MEFRES

1,
-

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED YVii=5

e



1.

-

Engineer M. 0. Schavens Bilecentraler A/S

Old Schaven
bus

2608, “Delo, Tordenskjoldz P,

_ * g 0.Scheyems
ks Rilcentralér A5

o L

. FRAGTMEREE |
Fabrltins, Galo. 3138 |

i e Bl

Ingen'ar . 0, Schayem
Blicentraler &3

Coguis
Kr. 1.0D
FRAGTMERER
Fabeitlus, Dela, &8

e =

Larges! fiewe In fhe fine in Norway
Good tourdst-cars and omnibusses to be hired. Chief place
for amo-routes with starting  point in Caln. Dreivers
speak French, English, German, Spanish and Rupssian

Engineer M. O. Scheyens Bilcentraler 5
Chr, IV gi. 4, Oslo iz Telegr.addr, “Bileentralen”

COPYRIGHT 2006 Frederick A. Brofos and Alexander M. Brofos ALL RIGHTS RESERVED VIi-=-6




g‘r Country buses in North Trendelag
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Apparently printed in booklets containing horizontal strips of 4 stamps.
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Alphabetical List of Known Bus and Ferry Routes

Alvdal-Foldal-H jerkinn
Aurland-Komm. Rutebiler
Bergen-Hardanger Billag

Biri Bilselskap

De Sammensluttede Bilruter
Drammen-Syvertsvolden Svelvik Rutebil
Drangedal Bilruter

Fylkesbilene I Nordirandelag

Gjevik og Vardal Bilruter

Gausdal Bilselskap

Hadeland Bilselskap

Hallingdal Billag

Hamar og Omland Bilruter

Harstad Oppland Rutebil

Helgeland Bilruter

H.T.S. Bilruter (Helgeland Trafikkselskab)
Hemne og Vinje Billag

Hemne Orkladal Billag

Hanefoss, Rutebhilkontoret

Indre Hardanger Billag

Kristiansund-0 pdal Auto
Lillechammer-Ringsaker Bilruter
Namsos Trafikkselskap

N.R.F. (Norsk Rutebileiernes Forening?)
Ofotens Bilruter

Os-5aetra Bilruten

Ottadalens Kommunale Billag
Ouersoy-Rorvik ferry route

Rindal Kommunale Auto

Risgr og Oplands Automobilselskap
Rutebilelernes Varecentral, Oslo
Saltens Bilruter

Schoyens Bilcentraler

Seljord Billag

Siljan Bilruter

Surnadal Billag

Sor-Trendelag Rutelbileier-forening
Torghatten Trahkkselskap
Trondheim-Orkladal Billag (T.O.B.)
Trysil Bilruter

Valdres Lastebilselskap
Vestoppland Bilselskap
Amot-Engerdal komm. Bilselskap
@st-Telemarkens Automobilselskap
@stfold Bilruter

@stre Toten Bilselskap
Otterspy-Rorvik Ferjaruta

e A1
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The United Bus Routes - Sammenslottede Bilruter A/S
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Part VIIl — Tricycle Parcel Delivery Service, and others

The Drammen Express Bureau (Drammens Expresbureau)
180( 7) Design shows a messenger riding a tricycle with a container of par-

jce, the owner of which was Christian B. Lorentsen.

&

Lithographed. Perf. 1134.

-

1. 10 ¢gre red

Cancellations seen: 1) Rubber stamp in violet consisting of 16 colored dots
arranged 4x4. 2) Solid rectangular mark in blue.

Adams Expres (Kristiania)

This was apparently a branch of the same Company that operated under
this name in Copenhagen. The conveyance used in delivering parcels is not
known, but at least the dog pictured on the stamps didn’t do it—even though
he does hold a parcel in his mouth. He was just the company emblem or trade
marl.

LY 333 23 X323 350 )

Date? Between two columns, a dog facing left. Across top, company name
on & ribbon. Denomination in the two bottom corners. The two values in
this set may be occasionally found together in pairs separated only by a small
blank gutter, as both were printed in the same sheet. Forty of the 20 gr:
stamps on the left side (4 vertical rows of 10) and fifty of the 10 gre stamps

(o wvertical rows of 10) at right. Perforated 11%. Margin tabs around the
E sheet edges.
1. 10 gre black and pale rose 2. 20 gre black and pale green
1.
-y

cels at the rear. This was presumably the mode of delivery used by this serv-
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Kristiania Parcel Express (Kristiania Pakke-Ekspres)

Mode of conveyance unknown.

1%8803(?) Company name in circle around denomiation in center. Band across
bottom of eirele reads “BETALINGSMAEREKE"”, Open space at boltom, in
which a black serial number is vsually seen. Lithographed in sheets of fifty
stamps (10 vertical rows of 5). There are no margin tabs, so the stamps are
imperforate on their outer edges along all four sides of the sheet. Printer's
imprint under each stamp “THV, MOESTUE A/S 89”. Perforated 9.

1. 10 gre red and black
a. without zerial number

Ordinary 1-line date cancellation seen in vielzt: 21 AUG 1909,

These last parcel stamps earry us across the vaguely defined border into
another interesting field. Some of the issues we have covered are also listed
by Pihl and Hurt-Williams in their catalogs of the Norwegian Local Posts.
The chain is joined.

1.

-
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POSTMARKS ON
NORWEGIAN RAILROAD STAMPS

The various Norwegian railroad freight and parcel stamps have generally been cancelied
with special station cancels, usually rubber name-stamps, with or without a frame. These marks
were mostly without dare and applied in-violer. Of special interest, therefore, are the much
scarcer cases where a regular postmark was used. This sometimes happened when a postoffice
and railroad station were located together in the same building and with the same manager. 1
suppose there was no actual authorization for this use, but no special regulation against it either,
so the combination post-and station master used his own initiaive utilizing what was handiest.
Not only do railroad stamps look better with a postmark applied in black, but the date provides a
useful clue in separating the various stamp printings, of which there are many, together with
different color shades and plate varieties, ' Sheet reconstruction is also possible on many issues.

With the growing popularity of hometown collections in Norway, the additon of railroad
stamps showing clear impressions of the iocal station cancel and, of course, also the postmark if
cver used, should be of additional interest.

I have a couple of the early type-set railroad
stamps of 1834 cancelled in black by a 3-ring
numeral pestmark. rather unclearly, but it might be = NEF<ESwEF o ESREGAE
No. 77 (Fredriksviern). Then come the dragon-type : TAT=! En
stamps. with my earliest postmark from 1918, fol-
lowed by the green numeral design with my latest

3

postmark there being from 1949. Some of the red
numeral-type Due stamps as well as the red freight
insurance stamps have also been occasionally post-
marked.

%, ®
_renp e
e

The following list shows 50 piaces that have

nsed their postmark on railroad stamps at one time or
another. Undoubtedly others exist too. A wo=? of .

of cauton. though, In ater years. a number of swtions received and used circular metal date stampers looking
much like pasmarks (and peobably made by the same manufacturer). However, these strictly railroad marks
can be casdy distinguished. They usually includetheword STASJON and the swtion's number, [ a star gma-
mert is included. it is borizontal at left ratdher than @ the botom of the mark as on the postmarks. Ferpfer-

more, various identifving words or abbreviations may also occur. such as ILGODS. (express freight),
(freight office). . These were used in black. violet, and sometimes, rad,

Severad places in the sccompanying list later changed name. Eigersund became Eiksund. Love stasjon (o
Liauve, Saancr 1o Sdner, and Ajsen o Asen, 1 have not seen a continued use on railroad stamps with the new
names, excepl for the Lauve posunark. The two places thal posunarked insnrance swumps were Nesiandsvarn
and Singsds. Incidentally, the Ostfold raiirvad divides intw wwo lines, with Dilling. Rygge and Saaner on the

“West Line and Hela stasion on the East Line.

.u

o

G35,

-\
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Fostmarked Railroad Stamps
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Place County Superior PG RR Line Year Seen
Bredvik Finnmark ca. I%48
Grennhaug Oppland Lillehammer Dovrebanen 1926
Grusand Rogaland Stavanger 1927
Cilling Ostiold Muss COstioldbanen 19207
Evenswud tledemark Elverum 1948
Hallvik i Eigersund More & Roms Alesund 1936
Hanesiad Eedemark Elverum 1645
Hauersetsr Akershus Lillzsirem 1546
Heia slasen Dsifold - Sarpsbarg @srtoldhanen 1518
Heskastad Rogzland Egersund Sartardsbanen 192137
Holstad Akershus _ Qsla 1918
omidseng Akershus Liilestrom Helandsbanen 19487
Jussies Fledemark Hamar Dovrebanen 1928
Kjose Vestlold [arvik Yestfoldbaner 194645
Hgrsand
1926
Hibbligdoss Buskerud Vikersund Randsf).banen 1924
Fermssy 5. Trondelag Reros 1924
Kraby Oppland Gjovik Gjovikbanen 1924 48
Kronstad Bergenhus Bergen : 1924
Kvam Oppland Lillehammer Dovrebanen 1948
Ler S. Trondelag Trondheim %48
Losna Oppiand Lillehammer Dovrebanen ca. 1923
Love stasjon (Lagve) Weastfold Larvik Vestfoldbanen 1925, 45
Myre Vestlold 1918
Meslandsvain Telemark Kragero Saérlandshanen 1948
Nypan S. Tréndelag Trondheim 1924 5
Cklungen Telemark Porsgrunn Vestfoldbanen 1925
Oppeganrd Akershus Oslo 1918
Rasta Hedemark Elverum 15948
Ringsaker Hedemark Harmar Dovrebanen 1923
Rillag Buskerud Kongsberg Numedalsbanen 1945
Rygge Ostfold Moss Ostfoldhanen 1918
Raastad Vestiold Sandefjord Vestfoldbanen 192348
Sel : Oppland Lillehammer Doverbanen 1923
Singsds S. Trendelag Réros 1948
Sieinvik Hedemark Rena 1926
Saaner Akershus Cslo - Dstfoldbanen 1918
Ser-Fron Oppland Lillehammer Dovrebanen 19487
Tinnegrend Telemark Arendal _ Sorlandsbanen | 1948
Tionneloss Telemark Arendal Seérlandsbanen - 1548
Treungen Telemark Arendal Sérlandsbanen
Ualand Rogaland Egersund Sérlandsbanen 1927
Viksfjord Vestfold Larvik Vestfoldbanen 1849
Vinstra Oppland Lillehammer Dovrebanen 1923
Ansen M. Tréndelag Levanger 1926
@rgenvika Buskerud Drammen Bergensbanen 1924
Astad ' ' 1928
Pksna
Telneset
// A\
Z N
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NORWEGIAN RAILROAD STATION MARKINGS

Frederick A. Brofos

Ihawmﬁuuslywﬁﬂmabum&mnnusualuﬁgcofpmﬂmrhmﬂumgimrﬂhmd

stamps. Now, we shall examine some of the actual railroad station marks that were in normal
use.

Most of the earliest ones were straight-line marks in various type faces and usually without
date. We may look at them more closely another time.

We shall here limit ourselves to dated marks Those commonly used between the 1930s
and 50s were mostly oblong octagonal rubber stamps. The usual arrangement was to have the
station name at top, date in middle and station number at bottom. Violet was generally used, but
black, red, and other colors did occasionally occur. These handstamps were, of course, the
official station mark and were used to certify all kinds of documentation, as well as for cancel-
ling railroad stamps. As the rubber wore down rather quickly, metal handstamps were intro-
duced in the late 50s. There were a few metal predecessors in a large double-circle type. These
were similar to those large postmarks used sometimes by RPOs, usually showing the route ter-
minus. These we may examine another time.

In the illustration, the first three examples of the

small metal handstamps show larger inner circles and
larger date figures than those commonly used later,
These latter appear to have been made by the same
manufacturer who supplied postmarks to the postal
service. The various inclusions of station numbers,
freight, express and other unusual designations
clearly distinguish these railroad marks from regular
postmarks. Furthermore, if a star was included in the
arrangement, it usuallyappears to the left and on line
with the date, not at the bottom as in postmarks.

After 10 to 20 years of wear, changes or loss, it
came time again for new markings. A remurn was

r’,;} | _{:\
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The new rubber stamps of the 70s were
‘rather small oblong affairs with the date. Black
and other colors were used as before,

]
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had
own special markings, sometimes oblong and
round and rimless, as shown in the last illustration,

1 have introduced readers w a litde-known
collecting field 1 first noticed these spfial smtion

B

dles, stacked along corridors of shelves running
from floor w ceiling, were the impressive records
of the whole mailroad commerce of Norway.
Things were kept there a certain ime only and then
discarded 10 make moom for new material. 1 will
always grafefully remember the fun and excitement
I had years ago while looking for philatelic treas-
ures among the piles destined for destruction. Of
the several "Heavens on Earth” that I have had the
privilege of visiting, that was one of them. Besides
station marks and unusual meters, there were rail-
road and bus stamps of many kinds, 10 be found
with time and patience.

On my last visit there, however, | was sad 1o
find the auic émpty and desened, the shelves bare
and the kind and helpful milroad people | had
known all gone. A new sysiem of computers had
been introduced throughout the land. replacing the
now obsolets bills of lading, all of which had been
pulped. As they say in Latin: Sic transit gloria
'ﬂ: mundi...

=
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NORWEGIAN RAILROAD METER STAMPS

The frst meters used in connection with payment of freight charges on the Norwegian State
Railroads were, I believe, the machines apparently made in Gérmany by the Francotyp company
of Berlin. These were imprinted in red. A small double-lined square on the left contained the
station name, the date and at the bottom was often the word "Frimerkeforsendelse”, (ie Stamped
Goods). To the right, and slightly higher, was a larger double-lined oblong, which contained
crowned winged wheel, the emblem of the railroad, at top. In the center was a place for stamp
value. At the bottom was the railroad name "NORGES STATSBANER", in two lines.

Under that was the meter machine number, The value figures were distinctive and Gothic
like. The counter or enumerator number appeared separately and high above the small box with
the station name. This number is not visible in the accompanying illustration. Shown is a meter
of this type, with an 0000 setting, used to cancel some yellow "BIL" bus stamps. This was done
at RINGEBU {meter 51) in 1949/50. This unusual cancelling procedure was also used at
ELVERUM (meter 52) in 1948/50 on the regular green railroad stamps.

The third™ figure shows a typical Norwegian-
made Krag machine in "the old design”. Weighing
about 31 kilos, it was in use all over the country for

-many years. However, the meter illustrated is partic-
ularfy unusual, as it is inscribed RESERVE, instead
of a town name. This indicaies a reserve or exira
machine used only in emergencies, such as when a
regular machine was being repaired. Another reserve
Krag machine is shown next, in a medemized design
with the-new NSB logo. This was used in red in
connection with the private railroad Rjukanbanen.

Several Krag machines with extra large dies in

the old design were used at a couple of places:
SPJELKAVIK, meter 1428 inscribed BIL, was used

- .
T
' Tt L S
12438 H DE FOROMEDZ SKOFARRIKER
R f

1., R\
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in green in connection with an NSB-operated bus
line. A sunilar cne was also uwsed in green al
ALESUND, suation 4018, meter 1471, and another
one there in red mscnibed JERWNBANE, meter 1470,
These were seen in use 1963/1973.

While the meters ysed by NSB milroad sta-
licns were usually imprinted in red, the NSB bus or
muck lines in green. those meters used by private
trms used black or blee. These lader sometimes
incloded advertising slogans such as the one shown
from the shoe Bcwory at Drammen. A couple of
curiosities seen are where the whole town/date
mark has been missing from the meter used. and
the handstamp of the station has been added in its
place. (HAMAR 21/8/58 on Norrdna Co. machine
E10. and ALESUND on the AAKCFA Co machine,
the laeer also using red color instead of black in
December, 1939).

Finally, on the Langaard Tobacco Co. meter,
the value Ggures seem 10 be larger than usual and
funkermore there is a small Lion instead of a cross
atlop the crown over the winged wheel emblem.
This may have been from 3 machine not manufac-
wred by Krag. who probably did not have a com-
piete monopoly of the Geld all the time.

Berween about 1958 and 1961, a Swedish
machine made by Hugin AB.. Siockholm, was
placed in wvse at various Norwegian siations.
Magenta or light red was the color used. [ have
seen examples used from Bergen, Charlotieniund,
Flisa. Koppang, Oslo, Rakkestad, Rivos, Steinkjer,
and Tolga. There was also a reserve machipe for
Drammen district and a machine at Miland on the
Rjukanbanen. Furthermore, it was used on several
NSB bus routes, namely Ligendalsrum, Haukeliruta
{Haugesund), Selburuta, Alesund-Andalsnesruta and
As-Drebakruta, Some of the machines had an
index lemer in front of the value Ogures. which
could be changed according to the account credited.
Thus B was for Bus fess, J foe Jembane or NSB
raifroad fees and R for Rjukanbanen. All of these
machines were eventually withdrawn. They were
found to be unsafe, meaning not amper-procf and
could be misused, causing a loss of revenue.

The latest type of meter noticed are those
illgstrated showing a very simplified winged wheel.
Meter 3001 was vsed around 1982 in black by
Standard Telefon og Kabelfabrik AJSS, the largest
elecrotechnical firm in Norway. The meter was
apparently made by the Swiss company. Hasler
AG. Finally,~there is shown a Krig meter no
1563, in a somewhal simplified design, which was
in use in red at the Oslo Sentral Station,

The swdy of all these interestung machines
scemis o have been largely neglecied in Noeway,
leaving a new field for the adventurous explorer
and patient collecior.

Unforunately, 1 believe thal most of these
inleresting meters are now things of the past, a
good many having been replaced by computers.

The bills of lading, upon which these meters
appeared, were sent in by all the stations wo 2 cen-
ral control office in a big old building amid the
Osle main and freight yards. There they carefully
were checked over and then gtored away for 3 or 4
years, in case a question came up. The bills were
tied up with twine in labeled bundles and neady
arranged on shelves in a long amic. Periodically,
the older material was weeded out and moved © a
smaller side room on the way o being pulped

This aricle could not have been written
without the kindness of railmad officials who
granted me access o the discarded bundles, allow-
ing 'me¢ W retain anything T fancied. As exch bun-
dle was ysually from the same smlion with the
same meters, | had 0 go through many stacks o
get varation, | remember the tght twine knots 1
had to undo and, of course 1 had 10 tdy up a bt
afterwards, Anyway. on several wips w Norway
over the years, [ always managed (o squeeze in 2
visit 1o that linle Mecca, picking out goodies, long
after closing time and darkmess. All 1 had 10 do
was tum off the lights and sce that the doors were
locked shut afterwards. If anyone may have

" thought 1 was crazy. that never bothers a dedicaied

collector! Saving those samples was cenainly no
mistake. Quite likely, they may be the only ones
which have escaped destruciion. It's the oid story
of collecting what interests ane. even if no one eise
cares about it a1 the ume.
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% NORWEGIAN RAILROAD METER STAMPS (II) g

As one investigates the meters used in conjunction with parcels and freight sent on
Norwegian railroads, one nouoces certain other cunods-looking' meters which are not from the
State Railroads. Meter no 238, used in black at Bodé araund 1958, shows an unusual conversion
by dissection of ai NSB meier into privaic use by the bus company Saltens Bilruter,

Amaong the several private railroads in Norway, which were either closed down or partially
or wholly absorbed into the NSB systern, was the Rjukanbanen. At Porsgrunn (station no 1821),
a meter 1664 was used in green for freight bills due the Rjukan Railroad. This meter bears the
initials RYB in the winged wheel, instead of the usual NSB. Similar meters marked RIB were
used at MILAND, stadon 3001, meter 1662, and RJUKAN, station 3004, meter 1664, Rjukan
will. of course, always be remembered in coanection with World War II and its forced produc-
tion of heavy water for a possible German atomic bomb. However, this was successfully sabo-
taged.

Another unusual meter was one used in black at
Lékken st. for the combined use of the Thamshavn
private railroad and the Trondheim-Orkiadal Bus '

Company. This shows on the left a large slogan =RpJBe= -
advertising their name. The bus company had its B end
own special meter at Thamshavn, showing its mono-

gram TOB with wings at top. This logo appears U 0 1 8 50

again in the modernized design used at the Orkanger

bus route station. @ORE
Yet another private meter was used in black by e 1664

the bus company Risér & Omland Automabilselskap,

Finally, there is a remarkable cut down-looking
.meter used in black at Namsos by Fylkesbilene i
Nord Tréndelag (the repional buses in Northern

Tréndelag).
FBNT |
L 2:8.58 | 47139 t«0190
NAMSDS 2RE
21
E—éﬁi)ﬁ@ J*MMV‘I LCR ORSSRIN
" ! 3_,____4{ Cqzais {00595
|{_?qa:53_'21532 }.-USSUi
:—-—'4 ¢ @ARE 1831

/. ' - N

.u
—
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% TWO WASTEBASKET FINDS IN NORWAY: RAILROAD FREIGHT STAMPS (%
Fredenick A. Brofos

Forty years ago, I think one could count on the fingers of just one hand those who collected Norwe gian railroag
and reveoue stumps in Norway itsclf. They were then considered in the same calcgory as Christmas seals ang
anyone who dared 1o show any interest al all kepi quiet about if io svoid ridicule. Times change, however, and
now that these things have become popular, people kick themselves for pot having beea more alert when the
chance was there. g

Two of the suburban clecuric railroads that radisic from metropolites Oslo are Holmenkollbancn ang
Ekeberghancn. They both had their own private stamps for use on parcels. Produced in several issues with variog
denominations over the years, just about nobody bothered 1o collest them in those days.

At the end of May, 1957, while on a visit 1w Norwsy, | found mysell wailing impatieatly ai Holmenkolley
station for a train to come and take me down into town. Wandering along the platform, | came upon a large win
wastebasket. 1 rescued from it a discarded brown paper wrapper off a bundie of newspapers for Lhe local kioag
Franking it was 8 50 ere Holmenkollea railroad stamp. A similar find, bt with a 50 sre Ekeberg railroad stamgy
was found another time sf Holet station. et o .

xamples of Norwegi ¢ railroad slamps on COVEr are v unusual:
mﬁh%mmdms?:nm Bulbﬂﬂnﬁuhblyﬂlyﬂrmi_lwm-
&Wnﬂﬂmﬂnnﬂmﬂwlmﬂ;pﬂhﬂp&minmmmningandlﬂ:rﬂmmlg_lm. The differen
newspapers would have scparate parcels, 100. “Afieaposten” was (he largesl newspapcr io Lown. _MIu_
interesting wrappers were inevitably desuroved. [mrcfm:mﬂulmmmwmmmqu-mu-
wastchaskeis 42 yoars ago. Ilmﬂh'lmmﬂmﬁmmm_mﬂﬂmgma}mm-
there, poking in the trash, my goodncss gracious mel” | don't embarass easily when on a philatelic hunt!
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