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Prir +3, perf. 14 and Prir only, Per f. 13, two types, se-tenant 

The "prir"l) sur ch a r ges of 1897 seem to be on e of the least appreciateli is
sues of Icela nd, perhaps beca use most of the cata logu es do not list half the 
varie ties that can b e collected of this issue. Yet it is not a case of err ors, in 
which overprinted issues often abound (no need to look further than the "I 
Gild i" overprints of the sam e country), but rather of the makeshift m et hods 
used in their production. Ther e was really only one error-the inverted sur
charge-t he other va rieties arising from necessity or expedience. 

The r eason for t he issu e is best expla ined in the words of the Governor of 
Iceland at the time, a s quot d by Han'Cia u : 2 ) 

"Shortly a fter the (new) pos tmas ter , Briems, took over the post office 
at R eykja vik on Aug us t 1, 1897 ... it wa s discovered that the supplies of 
the ordinary 10 a u r. ancl 3 a ur. stamps were almost' used up. The want of 
10 aur. s ta mps cou)d be s upplied by st a mps of 5 a ur., of which a considerable 

1) "prir" m ean s "three." The first le tter, which r esembles a "p" is a letter of 
the Icelandic alphabet ancl is pronounced like "th." 

2) L. Hanciau, "The Postal I ssues of Denmark and the Danish Colonies," Gib
bons Stamp W eekly, Nov. 201 1909, page 487. 
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quantity were on ha nd. As, however, the rate for printed matter was 3 aur. 
p er 10 kvint (about 1* oz.), the ordinary stamps of 3 aur. co .. ld n ot b~ 

dispensed with. Soon aft erwards l ordered from Cope nhagen a n _w s uppl y 
of the ordinary stamps of 10 aur. a n d 3 a ur. At th e e nd of October in the 
same y ear the yellow 3 a ur stamps were quite used up, IJef o re the n e w sup
ply had arrived from Copenhagen. As in this way ther e were n o more 3 
Aur. stamps for u se, l cai..sed 86 a n:'! 50 s h ee ts of th e 5 a ur. letter s tamps t ·i 
lie ov erprinted T he first .86 s h eets we r e at first ov erprinted with 
'the '"3" in r eel, but in conse .1 u ence or r cp r~se ntat ion s made there upon IJY 
the postmaster , a ll the 136 sheets wer e overprinted with th e word "prir" 
in black color 

Th er e ai·c also sti ll in existen ce t he o ffi c ia l a nn ouncements of the i: •s ·1an cc 
of these stamps, and, lat er, of the fact t hat t h ey were s ulJ out, to the 'ar.ous 
postmaster s in Iceland from the postmaster in Reykjavik, w ho was a sort oi 
postmas ter-gen eral for the whole island (the Danish titles are diff.cult to tra.n~ 
late a Jcurately). The inte resting thing about these a nnuu ncemen .s b Lh..i.t t e 
complete t ext is g iven in both Icelandic a nd Engli£h. Furth€rmt•re, th y wer .J 
mailed as ordinary printed matter, and the fir s t of them was fra n ked w ;th a 
copy of the prov :sional, to serve as an illu s tration. 

This first circular d escribes the surcharges, a nd states tha t th e "3" and 
"prir" was issu ed on the first of Kovember, wll .le the "prir" alone was not is
su ed until the third of the month . 'lhi s is partially coniirmed by the n otaL o.1 s 
on the two complete sheets in Mr. W e iergang's collection. The shee t of the " J" 
and "prir" is inscribed in the margin ( in Danish): "Bought at Reyk~ avi !' pos" 
office the 2nd of 1\ovember, 189'1. 0;1e s heet or 3 aur. posta~·e stam p~ ." Lt iJ 
signed S. Briems, a nd sea led in r ed wax with th e seal of the Reyk~avik p os . o f
fice. The sheet of "prir" only is sim ila rl y ins~ribed , except that the date is 
November 3rd, and the s ignature is C. Wild en sen. The inscrip tion s, o: course, 
make both of these s heets uniqu e, but actually only one other com ,J lete sheet 
of these surcharges is known, name ly the "prir" a lon e, in the collection of rlan s 
llals of Sweden . 

On November 13th came th e second a nnouncemen t, say!n g that the provis
ionals w e re now sold out, a nd that n o more would be iss u ed. I ns t t..acl, i t w a:.; 
plann ed to use a black hand s tamp "FRAN KO" tu indicate prepayme nt. 'l'h.s , 
however, was not carried out; at least no such mar'., ings has been seen by an y 
of the write rs on th e su bject. Th e c ircu lar itse l , is e ndorsed "Franco" in man
uscript in the upper right 2orner and a signature, apparent ly of th e p ostal cL rl' 
handling it. 

As the announce m ents imply, it w as apparently n ot the inte nti on to di s tri
bute thes e sta mps to th e p r o\"i ncial post offices, nor is the re any record of any 
such distribution. T he scarcity of can cellat ions othe~- than .Reykja\"ik bear out 
this assumption ; the few that are known m ight easily have been sent or car 
ried t o thes e places by coll ectors o r oth er interested per:>o ns. Kohl's handbook 
lists the following cancellations on the "3" and "prir": l:'sk i fj ordur, Isafjordur, 
Kirkjubaerklaustur. Seyd isfj ordur, and Stykkish olmur, a nd on the perfor ated 
14 x 13 'h, Hraungerdi; w hil e the "prir" alone is know n on ly with Grenjadar
stadur and Isafjordur. 

The overprint is m er ely type - se t, as one might exp ect in s uch a small print
ing; but it is doubtful wheth er any other means, such as e lectrotypes, were 
available in !- ~eland at the tim e. ('I'lle "I G !di" ovcrprint :o fiv e years later 
were also type - set, although printed in very large quan ' itics.) l3ut the print
ers dld not have enough t yp e t o set up the w hole plate in on e si z :i, ei th er of the 
numeral "3" or t he 'iprir," so the fi rs t si rv,vs were'. s 't in one s·ze (small 
"prir") and the last four rows in a n oth er (la1·ge 'prir.") Wh y a 60 - 40 division, 
and not 50-50, will probab ly n e' ( r he kno"' n , l ut at least th ey we r e consistent, 
th e types of the num eral coincid: ng w ith t h ose or the "prir," o th erwise w e would 
have even more varieties to collect. As it is, this mixing of two sizes of t ype 
gives rise t o the hig hly interesting pairs or blocks with the two types s e tenant 
vertica lly (never h orizontall y). These can be coll ec t ed , of co urse, of both the 
n ormal overprints, and, although very much scarcer, with th e inverted sur
charge and with the perforation 14 x 13'h. Four suc)J bloclq1 from Mr. Weier-
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gang's collect ion are illustrated; it will be noted that the perf. 14 var iety is 
can~elled, a bout which mor e later. 

Appare ntly , it was the in ten tion t o concea l the n u m er a l by printing t h e 
"prir" over it, but t h is was not a lways s u ccessfu l, s ince som e copies s how t h e 
numeral entirely above or below t h e "prir ." But it is n oticeable tha t on all 
copies with both ov erprints, the "prir" is a m uch stronger impression a nd m or e 
h eavily in lrnd tha n on the ones with th .e "prir " a lon e. 

Nor mal and Inverted, Prir +3, per f. 13, t \\·o types, s.,-tenant 

T he inverted surcharge exists on ly on the " prir" a nd " 3", n ot on the "pr ir" 
a lon e ; a nd oddly enough bot h the " 3" and the "prir" a r e inverted . Ye t per haps 
it is not so strange when we consider what m ust have hapoen ecl. One or mor ..i 
of the or;gina l 86 sheets t hat wer e surcliarged "3" must have been r eversed m 
the pile ; t h en probably onl y the firs t sheet or two wer e examin ed, a nd it was 
clecicled that the s urcha rge was not sat isfactor y . When they w er e sent ba c k t o 
I.le surchar g cl "prir," probably no one t h ought to check through all t he sheets 
t o see if they wer e a ll rig ht, h en ce the sa m e shee t s r e ceived t h e " pr ir" inverted 
a lso. From t h e sca r city of the inve rted surcharges, it is d ou btful whe ther ther e 
ever was mo1·e tha n on e s h eet of th ese. 

T h e variet y perforated 14 x 131,6 also exists only w ith bot h t he "3" a n d 
"p rir," a n d not with the "prir". alon e . This varie ty can n ot r eally be con s idered 
a n error , sin ce the post office d id n ot at tha t t im e con s id e r the n ew perforation 
(12:Y,.) as a separate issue. T he perforation had been chan g·ed only tha t year, 
a n d naturall y there were som e of the older s tock on ha n d, w h ich it m a y have 
heen the in t en tion t o u se up firs t , o r it m ay ha v e been p u re cha nce tha t som e 
were inc luded a mong t hose over pr in ted . This va riet y is not as s carce a s the 
in verted, but it is not likely that ther e were more tha n two or t h ree sheet~ 

surcharged. 
One pecu lia r thing a 1bout th is pe rforate d 14 x 13 1h va riety is the scarcit y 

of u nused copies. The s m a ll s urcharg·e is ver y scarce, a nd it is possible tha t 
the large s u rcha rge m ay not exis t unused a t a ll. K ohl's hand book does no t 
price i t, a n d the g reat 19th cen t u r y collection of the la t e Bar on Roth schild d id 
not contain one. T he W eiergang collection d oes not have an unused co py, a l 
though there is a n unused pair of t he small surcharge; a nd as mentioned be 
fore, the se t ena n t b lock of th is va riet y is cancel! cl. 

F or a type -set s urcharge, howe.ver , t h is issu e is sing ularly fr e from minor 
va rie ties. Car eful exam ination of Mr. vVeiergang's two sheets r ev ea ls only on e 
defect w or t h men t ion ing : on the 85th stamp (large "prir" ) t he loop of the "1/' 
is f la ttened or b rok n a t t he i.ipper rig h t . T h is a ppea r s on both sheet s, w it h 
a nd wi t h out the " 3", a nd ther e fore proba bly is consta n t on a ll sheets or t he is
sue. It should be noted that in spite of the apparen t effort t o cover the "3", 
t he b lack in k did n ot a lways t a ke well over t h e r eel, ancl so par t s of the letter s 
of "prir" often appear br oke n . But ina smuc h as t h ese sam e de fe~ts a r e not 
found on the same stamp with the "prir" only , they cannot be considered bona 
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fide varieties. 
We conclude with a complet e listing of these sta mps , including the s e ten

ant pairs. The prices are approxima t ely those given in K ohl's h a ndbook, which 
seem to r eflect the r ela tive scar c ity of the v a rious t yp es bette r tha n Scott's 
catalogue. Where the price is omitt ed , tha t particular v a riety h a s n o t been 
s een bY the authors in tha t condi t ion , a nd information as to th e existence of 
any of these will be apprecia ted. 
I. Surcharged "3" (red) and "prir" (blac k) . 

II. 

A. Perforated 13: 
Type I-Small "prir" 

a. Inverted 
Type II-Large "prir" 

a . Inverted 
'l'ypes I & II Se tenant, vertical pair 

Inverted se t enant 
B. Perforated 14 x 13'h: 

Type I-Small "prir" 
Type II-Large "prir" 
Types I & II Se tenant, vertical pair 

Surcharged "prir" only (black). 
A. Perforated 13: 

Type I-Small "prir" 
Type II-Large "pr ir" 
Types I & II Se tenant, vertical pair 

Quantity I ssued 
(5160) 

(3440) 

(3000) 
(2000) 

New and Recent Issues 

Unused 
6 . 00 

20.00 
7.50 

25.00 
20.00 
60.00 

50.00 

9.00 
12 . 00 
30.00 

Used 
5.00 

20.00 
6.00 

25.00 

12. 00 
15.00 
40.00 

8 .00 
10.00 

Due to several requests by members, w e will h er e give a complete chron o
logical listing of the War Issues of N orway and Finla nd, s o as to aid the col 
lectors in mounting their stamps, a s m ost of thes e will not be included in the 
Standard Catalogue until 1947. 

DENMARK: 
1943-44 

Church Issue (III. 1) 
Engraved Unwatermarked P erf. 13 

10 o. violet (Osterlaro Church) 
15 o. green (Ejby Church) 
20 o. red (Hvidbjerg Church) 

(The 20 o. stamp was illustrated in Vol. 2, No. 1.) 

GREENLAND : 
May 5th 1945 

Denmark Liberatio n Issue 

Stamps of 1945 issue overprinted in three lines "DANMARK BEFRIET- 5 Maj-
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1945". Sta mps printe d b Y American Bank N ote Co., overprinted locally at God
thaab in r ed (R) or Blue (B). 

1 o. olive black a nd violet (R) 
5 o . r ose lake and olive bistre (B) 
7 o. g reen and black (R) 
10 o. purple and olive green (R) 

a) B lue overprint 
15 o. carmine rose a nd ultramarine (R) 

a) Blue overprin t 
30 o. s t eel blue and r ed brown (B) 

a ) R ed overprint 
1 kr brown and g ray black (R) 

a) Blue overprint 
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2 kr sepia and myrtle g r e n (R) 
• ' a) Blue overprint 

5 kr purple and dull brown (B) 
a) Red overprint 

According_ to information there were 7,000 sets overprinted and of the a) \·ar
jet ies 1,250 each. 

F IN LANO : 
December 1941 
Ryti Issue (Ill. 2) 

Engraved 
50 p. green 
1. 75 m_. brown 
2 m. rose 
2 . 75 m. vio let 

Unwaterm arke d 

3. 50 m . ultramarine 
5 m. slate 

Engraved 
50 P. green 
1. 75' in. brown 
2 m. rose 

December 1941 
Mannerheim Issue 

Un watermarked 

_ . .--2...1-5._m._-.Y.iolei _ _ :_. --· 

(Ill. 3) 

Perf. 14 

Perf. 14 
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3 . 50 m. u ltramarine 
5 m. s la t e 

Apri I 1942 
(Ill. 4) 

Engraved Un watermarked 
50 m. dark violet (Ha rne Bridge, T a mper e ) 
100 m . s late blue (Sou t l1 H a rbor in H e ls inki) 

May 1942 
Bible Iss ue (Ill. 5) 

Perf. l •J 

Engraved Unwatermarked P erf. 14 

Page 47. 

Commemorating the 300th anniversary of the printing of the first Bible in the 
F innish la n guage in 1642. The work was under the supervision of D ean Petrae 
us and assisted by Professor Stodius of the University of Abo. 

2.75 m. brown 
3 . 50 m . b lu e 

1942- 45 
Regu la r Issue (Scott type A26) 

T , pographed Um,vatermarked 
75 p. orange (1942) 
1 m. emerald green (19 44) 
2 m . oi-ange yel low (19 45 ) 
2.';2 m. carm ine (1944) 
3'h m. olive g ray (194 5) 
4'h m. hlue (1942) 

3'h 

1943 
Provi s io n al Issue 

Surcharged on 2. 75 m stamp 
m. on 2. 75 m. rose viole t 

. 1943-44 

(Ill. 6) 
Of 1940 

P erf. 14 

7 and 9 m. Post OfEice (chronicled in vol. 2, no. 1) 

Fe b ruary 1944 
Minna Ca nt h Issue (Ill. 7) 

Engraved Unwatermarkecl Perf. 14 
Commemorating th e lOOth anniversary of the birth of the famous Playwright 
and Author. Miss Canth's earliest play "The Burglary" is still famous in Scan 
di n avia. A m on g Il e r better k n own work s are "The Priest's Family" a nd "Anna 
Liisa." M iss Canth died at t h e age bf 52 in 1896. 

3'h m. olive green 
' Ma y 1944 

Sv in huf vu d Memo ri al Issue 
(Chronicled in vol. 2, no. 1) 

J a n. 28th 1945 
Stahlbe rg Issue (Ill. 8) 

Engraved 
Commemorating th e e igh tieth 
ident of Finland, 1919 -1925. 

lJnwatermarkecl Perf. 14 
a nniversary of Kaarlo Juho Stah lberg, first Pres-

3. 50 m. brown viole t 
CHARITY STAMPS 

1942-43 Red Cross Issaes (See vol. 2, no. 1) 
1943 National W elfare I ssue (see vo l. 2, n 6. 1 ) 

Jan. 1, 1944 
Red Cross Issu e (Ill. 9) 

Engraved Unwatermarked Perf. 14 
50p+25p g r een and red (Reel Cross Train) 
2m+50p violet brown and red (Ambulance) 
3. 50m+75p orange reel and red (Red Cross Hospital, Helsinki) 
4. 50m +1.m ultramarine a nd r eel (Hospital P lane) · .,7 ···" · 

June 1944 
N ation a l W e lfare Issu e (Ill. 10) 

Engraved Un watermarked Perf. 14 
3 . 50m+l. 50m violet brown 



Page 48 The POSTHORN 

Jan. 1, 1945 
Red Cross Issue (Ill. 11) 

Similar in design to 1941 Issue, with year date plus n ew values added . 
Engraved Unwatcrmarked P erf. 14 

lm+25p green and r ed 
2m+50p brown and red 
3.50m+75p lake and red 
4 . 50m + lm ultramarine and r ed 

February 1945 
Sports Issue (Ill. 12) 

Engraved Unwatermarked Perf. 14 
lm+50p green (Wrestling) 
2m+lm rose lake (High Jump) 
3.50m+l.75m violet (Running') 
4 .50m +2.25m ultramarine (Skiing) 
7m+3. 50m brown (Javelin) 

Engraved 

AIR POST STAMP 
Feb. 1944 

Unwat ermarked 
(III. 13) 

P erf. 14 

Commemorating th e tw entieth year of Air Transport Service J.923-43. 
3. 50 m. brown 

FIELD POST STAMPS 
1942 (Ill. 14) 

R egular Issue of 1941 used for East Karella, overprinted "KENTTA-POSTI"
"FELTPOST" (Fie ld-post) 

2 m . orange 
3'h m . 'blue 

1943 (Ill. 15) 
T y pographed Un wa termarked Imperforate 

Inscribed "PUOLUSTUV0ll)11AT KENTAP OSTI" (Defense-Fieldpoat) 
black on red 

Engraved 
green 
violet 

green 
violet 

1943 
Size 29 x 19 mm (Ill. 16) 

Unwatermarked 

1944 
d esign as above, size 20 x 16 mm 

Perf. 14 

STAMPS ISSUED FOR EAST KARELIAN OCCUPATION 
Jan. 1942 

Ryti Issue (S imi lar to Ill. 2) 
Stamps of Finland, printed in new colors, and ov erprinted "'ITA KATIJALA 
Sot. Halllnto" (East K a r elian - W a r Administration) 

Engraved Unwatc rmarked P erf. 14 
50 p. y ellow g r een 
1. 75 m . s late 
2 m . orange r e d 
2. 75 m . orange brown 
3. 50 m . ultramarine 
5 m. viole t 

Jan . 1942 
Mannerheim Iss ue (Similar to Ill. 3) 

Stamps of Finland printed in new colors, a nd ove rprinted as above. 
Engraved Unwatermarked P erf . 14 

50 p . yellow green 
1 . 75 m. slat e 
2 m . orange red 
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2. 75 m. orange brown 
3. 50 m . ultramarine 
5 m. violet 

CHARITY STAMP 
Jan. 1943 (Ill. 17) 

Engraved U nwaterm arked Perf. 14 
The surtax was !or ben efit of War sufferers in th e O cc up ied territory. 

3 .50m +l.50m dark s la t e green 
NORWAY: 

1941 
University Issue (Ill. 18) 

Page 49 

Commemorating the lOOth anniversary of th e founding of' the U niver s ity of Os
lo. 200,000 copies printed . 

Photogravure Unwatermarked Perf. 13 
1 kr dark olive green (University Building) 

Nordraak Issue 
(Chronicled in vol. 2, no. 1) 

Wessel Issue 
(Chronic led in vol. 2, no. 1) 

U. P. U. Issue 
(Chronicled in vol. 2, n o. 1) 

June 15, 1943 
Grieg lssue (Ill. 19) 

Commemorating the l OOth 
Photogravure 

ann iversary of the birth of the famous composer. 
Unwat e rmarked P e rf. 13 

10 o. green 40 o. olive green 
20 o. r ed brown 60 o. blue 

Photogravure 
l'h kr b lµe 

1944 
General Issu e (Ill. 20) 

Un w a t ermarked 

July 12, 1945 
Wergeland Issue (Ill. 21) 

P e r f. 13 

Commemorating the lOOth anniversary of the death of .the Poet and P r ose wr:t 
er Henrik Arnold W ergeland. A great pa triot a nd enthusiast for Norweg ia n 
Independence, his early writings wer e wild and rambling compar ed w ith his 
later works, that will r emain class ics in Norwegian literatu r e. 

Photogravure Unwatermarked Perf. 13 
10 o. olive green 
15 o. brown 
20 o. r ed brown 

CHARITY STAMPS 
Feb. 1, 1942 
Qu isling I. (Il l. 22) 

Photogravure U nwatermarked P erf. 13 
20o.+30o. r ed brown (250,000) 

Feb. 1, 1942 
Quisling 11 (Ill. 23) 

Similar to a bove with da te 1-2-42. 
20o.+3oo. red brown 

Sept. 26, 1942 
Quisling 111 (Ill. 24) 

Similar to Q uisling I , with overprint "RIKSTING" 
200. + 300. red brown 

1943 
Third No rth Cape Issue 

(Chronicled in vol. 2, no. 1) 
Aug. 2, 1943 

Frontier - Guardsmen Issue 
(Chronicled in vol. 2, no. 1) 
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Dec. 1943 
National Welfare Issue 

(Chronicled in vol. 2, no. 1) 

Dec. 1944 
National Welfare Issue (Ill. 25) 

The POSTHORN . 

Photogravure Unwatermarkcd P c rf. 13 
50.+100. rose la k e (Spinning) 
100. + 100. deep g r een (Plowing) 
150.+·100. brown violet (Woodsman) 
200.+100. copper r ed (Care of Childre n) 

1945 ( ?) 
Shipwreck Issue 

(Chronicled in vol. 2, no. 3) 

AIR POST STAMPS 
1941 

Type of Scott AP2 
Photogravure Un wat ermarked 

45 o. Prussian green 
1944 

Grans Flight Issue (Ill. 26) 

P erf. 13 

Commemorating the Tryggv e Grans North Sea } light in 1914. 
Photogravure Unwatermarked P erf. 13 

40 o. greenish blue 

OFFICIAL STAMPS 
1940-42 

All values of the small design are now known on unwatermarkecl paper. 
1942-44 (Ill. 27) , 

Un wate rmarked Photogravure P e rf. 13 

SWEDEN: 

5 o. rose violet 
7 o. orange yellow 
10 o. yellow green 
15 o. grayish brown 
20 o. carmine 
25 o. orange brown 
30 o. ultramarin e 
35 o. r ed violet 
40 o. slate 
60 o. Prussian blue 
1 kr. purple 

May 2, 1945 
Swedish Press Issue (Ill. 28) 

Commemora ting the t e rcentenary of th E: Swedish Press. The first n ewspaper 
"Ordina ri Post Tijdender" appeared in 1645, and is as yet published under the 
name of "Post och Inrikes Tidningar" (Post and Interior News), being the old
est n ewspaper in the w orld. The first editor of the paper was J ohan B eijer, 
who was also at that time Postmaster Gen eral of Sweden. 

Engraved Unwatermarked Perf. 127(, vertically 
5 o. green 
60 o. rose lake 

Booklet panes of 20 stamps perf. 12'-h on three sides. 
5 o. green 

N.B. The 5 o. coil is issued in rolls of 500 stamps instead of th e usual 100, 
whereas the 60 o. is in th e usual form. 

INTERESTING FACTS REGARDING NEW ISSUES 
DENMARK: 

Although not compelle d to employ Dani·sh stamps for German propaganda, 
the Quislings in the so-called "Denmarks Free Corps" prepared a set of three 
field-post stamps, viz: +25 o., +so o. and 1 Kr. These adhesives were discov -
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ered by the ·Danish Free Fighters, who conquered the "S. S.-Ersatz-Kommando" 
a nd we1:e":probaif ly n ever used. 
' · ·· On · May.•. 27th, the union of Danish Stamp Dealers sent the following tele
gi·a:m to tl1e· bi rector· tleneral of Posts; '"The Union of Danish Dealers in stamps 
a:ssernbled on their first general meetinl · after the liberation ask the Director 
General of the Post a nd T e legraph service a s soon as possible to issue a series 
of· stamps, to commemorate the liberation of Denmark, together with a charity 
series •for lhe· benl!fit of the suffering on Bornholm." 

Reprint from "Stamps" July 28, 1945. 
¥1'Nli"AN0; '. 
> , . 'Stamps Issued fate in 1944 and 1945 have been noted with a n ew type of 
gum, which may be termed " Invisible Gum." It gives the appearance of a stamp 
'tram which ·the gum has been remove d by m eans of soaking. However when 
m distened, the stamp adheres solidly to any s u rface it has -been applied, yet ' will 
noCbe 'affec"tea by !'tumidity. To us it appear s like a cgreat invention, a nd pro
babiy \vlli be' adci.pted · bY other countries as well. . ' 

NORWAY : 
A bulletin, issued shortly .after "VE" day bY the Norwegian Post Office 

Department, states that the following sta mps will no longer be valid for postage 
and will not be exchanged . at the Post Offices for regular issues: Hilogaland, 
Lifeboat, L egion, the three Quislings, European U. P. u., Frontier-fighter, North 
Sea Flight, Welfare Cha rity sets of 1943 and 1944 and Shipwreck Issue. All of 
the above we re issued during the Quisling regime. 

SWEDEN : 
The first direct Trans -Atlantic flight from Bromma to New York took place 

Jun e 27th 1945. Covers ·carried on this Oi ·ht have a small blu e cachet w hich 
r ead s "F'irnt ~wecl ish Transatlan t ic F'light From Stockholm 27 .6 .45 Stockholm
R eykjavik-Goose Bay-New__JorlL" 

Commemorative Stamps of the 300th Anniversary 
of Colonization of Delaware River Valley 

...... by Ge<>rge W iberg 

..,~, >. ,. 

:: ,... '~/ ~ 
'.: ' 

!14v,"'!'.'· ~~ .... 3.~ 
11.\11 SUOHI FiNlA~' '"" 

Duri ng t he spring of 1638, forty-four years prior to William Penn in 1682 
·artcr ::ofity e ig hteen years after the landing of the P ilgrims at Plymouth Rock on 
December 21st 1620, the ships Kalmar Nyckel and Fogel Grip brought to Amer~ 
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ica t he firs t Swedish and Finnish settlers, who landed on the site whicn t o day 
is known as Wilmi ngton , Delaware, and named t h is colony New Sweden . 

Due t o the fact that thi s Colon y r et a in ed its na m e for only eighteen ·years, 
this inter est in g c hapter in Am erica n Hi&tory has been sadly neglected, and only 
few students a r e familiar with the Finn ish a nd S wedish se ttlements that grew 
up in 1Delawa r e, Pennsylvania a nd New J er sey . 

After landing the pioneers bought fro m the India ns the land on the West 
bank of the D ela ware River, which inc lud ed the present site of Wilmington, 
where th ey esta blished the ir first settlem ent, na ming it "Fort Christina" In 
honor of th e then r eig ning Sw edish Q ueen . D uring the interim of 1638 and 1655 
a s uccession of ships brought addi t iona l set tlers t o the Colony, which spread 
along ·bot h s hor es of t he Delaware. 

The first Governor of the Colony, J ohann P r intz, es t a blished his residence 
on T inicum Island and soon m a n y new settlements developed !n the surround 
ing t erritory. 'lhe present site of Philadelphia an d tha t of Chester, Pa., were 
{:ailed F inland and t;pJa nd, a nd Newca&tle was known as Fort Kasimir . Fra m 
Fort Christ ina, settlers crossed t o the east ban k of th e river and established 
fa rms in w hat is n ow k nown a s New J ersey. South of the crossing, Finnish 
se ttle r s, estab lished t h emselves in what is kn own t oda y as Finns Point. North 
on R accoon C reek , Hwed es fo unded the t own of Swedesboro, and east of that 
town Erik Mull ikka , a l•'inn, built hi s log· cabin and broke the land for his f.arm, 
and on tha t s ite n o w stands th e sma ll town of Mullica Hill. · 

'In 1656, Peter 8tu .1•v e15a nt , Governor of t h e Dutch Colony of New Ams ter 
dam descended on t he Swedi sh Co lony, a nd cap tured its Forts without blood
shed . Th is conquest , h owever, wa s of r a th er short duration, because eight 
years la t er t he treaty w ith Gr eat Br. ta. in en ded the Du tch rule in New Amster
da m , a nd a ll Dutch possessions on the North A merican continent w er e trans
f erred to England. 

Wi th the advent of t h e Engli s h colonists, their frequent interma rria .!:!'.e w it h 
the S wedes a nd the Finns, soon absorbed a ll traces at t his once promising Col
on y and its people, an d t h e E n glish language becam e universal , howe ver, the 
pion eer s of t h .s peaceful a nd indu strious Colon y, left a he ritage to Ameri ~a o f 
love fo r liber ty a nd Independence, w hich br ought th em here, and many of the ir 
descenda nts fought in the War of Independence a nd h elped set up the United 
States as a na tion. B est kn own among th ese is J ohn Morton, one of the sign
ers of t he Declara tion of Independ en ce, who lies buri ed at Chester, Pa. 

In 19·38 th e Gov ernments of the United S t a t es, Finland and Swed en, issued 
sta mps t o commem ora t e the founding of t h e Colony of "New Sweden" on the 
ba nks of th e Dela ware Ri ver. Th is was the f irs t time that three countr ies 
simu ltan eou s ly issued s ta m ps com mem orating t he sam e event. 

T he U n ited States stamp is well known to a ll collec t ors of this country. 
It is of 3c den omination and on e of the very few squa r e commem ora tives ev er 
i~sued by the United States. Its central design is a r eproduction of a painting 
by S tanley Arth urs depicting the arrival of t he fi r s t settlers, and across the 
bottom of t h e stamp is t h e legend "Lan di ng of the Sw ed es and the Finns." It 
w as p laced on first day sale a t W ilm ington, Del., June 27 th 1938. 

Sweden iss ued a series of seven s ta mps, of five d esigns, the denomina tions 
be ing 5, 15, 20, 30 a nd 60 or e. Five bein g · issued in coil form and the 5 and 15 
or e also per fo r a t ed a ll a r ound. Ther e was a lso a commemorative reply P ostal 
C_ard issu ed fo r t his event. 

The 5 or e stamp d e pi cts Governor Johann Print·z n e,::otiatin c: with an ln
di :rn chief. Ile was a di s tin ~u ished sol d ier , having led a Finnish in fantry reg
iment d ur ing the T h irt y Year W a r , a nd is bes t known , of th e Colonial Gove r
nors. 

Th e 15 ore value d cp'ct t !1c c· h·ps Kalmar Kyckel a nd Foge l Grip, on which 
t he f irs t settlers voyaged fro m Goteborg, ~weden t o the Colon y in the N e w 
·world. 

On t he 20 ore stamp two m en a r e shown raising t he Arms of Sweden, sym
bolic of the S wedish r ule over the Colony. 

Holy Trinity Church in Wilmington , De l., st ill pre ::;erv~d, and a noted land
mark, is shown on the 30 ore stamp. 
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The 60 ore stamp portrays Queen Christina of Sweden, under whose reign 
the Colony was founded. 

Finland, on June ist 1938, issued a 31h markka commemorative stamp, d e 
s igned by the well known artis t Aarne Karima, depicting two p ioneers strug
gling with a tree stump in the proces:> of clearing land for cu ltiva tion . Th e 
s tamp bears th e in scription "Coloni zation of Delaware." Its color is brown a nd 
measures 25 x 35 mm . O ne mi llion st a mps were printed. 

It is interesting to note that it is the first tiJl1e in P hilately that a n English 
inscript ion occurs on a non-English speak ing country's stamp. 

l;>y Agent No. 42 

Staff of the Old Sleuth 

Summer vacation with sunburn, ants and bees has prevented your sleuth 
to delve into the private and shady side of the membership, however an occa
sional bit of dirt does come to him now and then • • • certain prominen t 
m embers of the S. C. C. are hatching up a future trip to Scandinavia-but be
ware of certain individuals like Chris Zoylner and Bill Fou lk, they seem to h ave 
a very profitable scheme in view-seem s to me to have something to do with 
concessions * * • lots of boys and girls from the S. C. C. w er e seen a t Stampex 
-Harry Konwiser in company with Svend Yort picking a !J exhibits apart • * • 
Marcus White spending his vacation in Newark (of a ll places) • * * '.Mrs. Crom
w ell a ll smi les over h er n ew trophy * • * Steve Rich is now going to stay in 
bed for the next month, says the j ob of mounting and dismounting half the 
show was just too much • • • Fay Jordan for on ce in her young life ha d 
enough of a showing-we wonder wher<i all the purple ribbon came from • • • 
Harry Lindquist and Carl Pelander spent their vacation fishing, a nd if you lis
ten to them, you will be convinced that everything said about fish stories is 
true, they grow and grow and grow! • • • Irve Bla<::k goes around these days 
with a slightly sick expression on his face, he is worried over some nice u sed 
Scandinavian blocks in a certain sale • • • George and Aune Hendrickson have 
left our midst, George was transferred to Hartford, Conn.-certain members 
visited them this summer at their country estate in Voluntown, Conn.---Oeorge 
now insist on having IDsq. after his nam e * • • and speaking of visits, Bill 
Faull{ and Carl Pelander drove up to Pineleagh to see good old Ferrars Tows, 
drank his good liquor, ate his food, a n d left with a few nasty remarks-such is 
gratitude * * * a nd you shou ld have •seen Gus von Gross at the stamp show
was he puffed up-a judge no less-and did h e get h--- for not being partial 
to his fr iends * * * Hans a nd Asta Rose keeps right on adding ne.w treasures 
to their collections--'-hot or cold, does r.ot bother them * * * a nd some of the 
vacationists that have reported their wher eabouts to this department; the Buy
ers were mountain climbing in New Hampshire, we understand that Carl -Em il 
practiced up ·on his yodeling • • • Hilda Isola while in Maine tried to convince 
the Natives that stamp collecting is the latest fad-she reports that she had a l
most a convert • • • and Toini Jarvinen has been summering in Rhode Island 
-you ought to see her play croquet-she swings a wicked mallet * * * and the 
Rev. Ford's left their flock in Sparta for· the lobsters in Maine • * * and poor 
Ted Foulk has had to spend all of this beautiful summer in sch ool a t Princeton 
• • * we envy Arthu r Linz for being in Finland • • • and from the W est 
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Coast comes a rumbl in g of annoyance of Rasmus Bartleson over th e difficulty 
in obtaining t h e recent issues postally used-cheer up Bart, we are all in the 
sam e boat • • • well, it seems to me w e hav e clone a swell j ob O[ panning, so 
so -l o n g till we m eet again. 

Club News 
June 13th Meeting 

This w e ll attended m eeting wh ich was t h e last of the season , was made 
extre m e ly inte r es ting by the fin e talk an cl exl1 ibit of early Denmark s tamps 
from the collection of Mr. Carl - Emil Buyer. 

T he fo llowing resolution was acloptPcl a t this m ee ting; "That the Scandin
av ian Co llec t ors C lub, shall proceed w:th editing and publis hing oE a highl y 
specialized catalogue of all s ~andinavian Co11ntri rs." The [in anci n g of said 
project t o be m a d e by volu n ta r y subscripti on ~ bv m e mbe r s , a ll of wh 'ci1 w ill 
l)e r e- pa id from t he sales of the Catalogue. 1\llr. Harry M. Konw iser was nom 
inated Editor in Chief a nd Mr. Edwin E. Elkins. Financial DL'ector. 

At this meeting WP had th e pl easure of liaving as g uests Olll' out o f town 
member s present Lt. a nd Mrs . Wm. l3 ro wn fro m Auburnda le, '.\lass., a ncl Mr. 
Paul Jense n from Aruba, ?\ . W . I. 

SEATTLE CHAPTER 
Th e Jul y meeti n g was he I cl at the home of' th 0 Secretary, iVLr ::vr. B. Lake. 

Th e suhject was a general exiiil it a rid discussion on the stamps of Sweclen . 
1t was dec id ed t o discontinue meetin gs dur :ng July and Aug ust, the S e p

tembe r 26th m eeti ng to be held at the hom e or .Ir. Hasmus 8'.Ltl eson. 
?11r. Lake writes that the idea of a Scand inavian group origi nated severa l 

years ago amon g the m embe r s of this chapter, and was sponsored by Mr. Bar 
tleson , Drs. Eggers a nd Birke land an d assisted bY M essrs. Lake and Lovegren. 
Judg ing from the e nthu s iasm , they exppct big thing~ in the future from th ei r 
chapte r. 

M. B. Lake. Secretary 
PHILADELPHI A CHAPTER II 

Chapter II h eld m ee t ings throughout th e summer, al th ough attendance has 
been smaller than usual. W e h ope that when the weather is cooler the quan 
tity will improve , yet the quality has seemed ver y goo d t o us! 

At the June meeting Mr. von Cross showed h is Finland a nd drs. von Gross 
her Denmark . At the August meeting l\fr. McClosky showed hi s method of il 
lustratin g pages, using h is beau ti fu l U nited States Commemorative µages a s 
example. 

Meetings in Philadelphia are held on the f irst Friday of ea~h month, at the 
hom e of Mr. von Gr oss , 317 S. 15th St. No ti ces are sen t to eac h k n ow n mem
be r, so that if any one is o mitted , it is unintentional and we all hope they wi ll 
com e, Respectfully submitted, 

Doris T. Ste1·i k er, S ecretary of Chapter JI . 

PROGRAM FOR THE SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB 1945- 46 
22 E ast 35th S t. at 8 p .m. 

Sept. 12, 1945-Speaker Dr. C h as . H . J r hn son - Extrac ts from his collection of 
Scandinavia. 

Oct. 10, 1945-Members Competi tio n , 26 pages from collections n ever shown. 
Nov. 14, 1945-Annual Meeting, E lection of Officers, Info rmal showings. 
D ec. 12, 19 45~Speaker :vi:.rs. Ast a Rose-Un ited States. 
Jan. 23, 1946-(Fourth Wed.) Visit of th e Masonic Stamp Cluh. 
Feb. 13, 19 46~Members Competition , A 11} Country (25 pages ) 
Mar. 13, 1946-Speaker Mr. Hans Rose-Scandinavia. 
April 10, 1946-Sp eaker-George Wibe r f"-Sport on Stamp s, also d evoted to 

R esearch N ight. Bring your t r oublPs to the c lub! 
May 8, 1946-Mininformation P lease-Mai l in your questi ons a nd the experts 

wi!J s urely get the wrong answers-A barre l of Cun for all! ! 
June 14 , 1946-Last m eeting of the season. Speak ers Ferrars H. T OW$, Harry 

L. Lindquist and Willi a m Foulk. 
VLSITORS AND OU'l' OF TOWN MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
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News of Interest As Seen By Our Members 
Svend Yo rt (#158) sends in t l10 following supplement to the 4 R BS article 

by Hany K onwise r: 
'lhe 4 R. B . S. h as been th e s u b ject of a great d eal of study in Denmark in 

r ec ent y ears , and m a ny new fac ts have come to lig ht regarding it. The most 
important of tr1ese is the belief that there were actually four printings or th i8 
sta mp, ins t ead of three as had always been reported . However, the whole stor y 
wi t h the supporting e vidence fo r this \\"Ould require a full-l ength article itse lf, 
so for the pres e nt I wi ll conf ine m ys elf t o the smalle r p oints. 

'l'he first of th ese is the exis t ence of copies without burclage, of which the 
best that ca n be said is the old Scotch verdict of "n ot prov e n." I mig ht poin t 
out that othen; of th e class ic stamps com e under the sam e suspicion, but w ith
o ut a ny con c lusi ve proof. l\1argina l copic,; or blocks can be found on which 
th e bure lage is s o fai nt t h a t it ca nnot l>e d e tected on or b et ween the sta mps at 
.all, ye t it s hows up pl a inly e nough on the sheet margin . This is natural, since 
th er e is so little white on the stamps themselves, a nd the spaces between them 
arc v e r y n a rrow. On single sta mps ofte n th e only trace that can be found is 
a sl ig ht impression, like a ripp le in the paper, rath er than a ny color that the 
eye ca n d etect. 

Secondly the perforations. Three unofficial separations are found on the 
imperforate c lassic stamps. 'l'he first, perforation 12, was ma d e and used by 
th e firm o f Ballin & S ons , Cop enhagen, who incidentally made an offe r 6f a 
p er fo rat in g machin e to t h e Post Qfficc D epartmen t which wa s turned down. 
'l'he s econd, p er fo ration 13. was used at Altona (numeral cancellation 113). 
Both of th es e are found on the 4 R. B. S ., but are very rare. It has not been 
determin ed that the _th,i·d , roulette 9'h, which was used in Oldenburg (numeral 
cane. 127) , wa s ev e r a pplied t o th e 4 R. B. S. 

Lastly th e r eprints, w hich r eally d eserve a sepa rate article a lso. T he 4 R. 
B. S. is n ever without burelage. The fir s t "reprint, " or rather official imita 
tion, is found with the bur elagc two ways, but usually in the wron g· direction; 
this stamp with the IJurelage correct be ing scarce. But for the 1901 re print, 
n o t only w as on e clich e of the or ig ina l pla t e restored, but ca r e was take n to se .o 
tha t the bu relage w as correct also. 

I am a ls o inclin ed to think that you ove1•estimated the va lues of mui:lvle 
pieces, althoug h they certainly are s·:arce ; but th ey do not u s ually b i ing s uc :1 
high prices. 

Mr. Edwi n Hal vorse n (# 51) a lso w ri tes the Edito r r eg1trding this article, 
wh er ein h e com plain s tha t the prices 
quoted especially on th e r.cuts are far 
below par. 

Ake Philip (# 226 ) of Providence, 
R. I., se nt in the h erewith illustrate d 
v a ri e ty of th e 4 sk Swed e n (Scott # 2) 
wh ere the left fram e line is brok en, 
causing th e "IM" ' of "li1RllVl'AHKE" to 
be partly obliterated. 

Illness: W e are h a ppy to r ep ort a 
s lig ht improve ment in ou r good fr en d 
and memlJcr Anna V. Elkins, a l though 
h er illness is a slow a nd trying con 
dition. 

Joseph J aeger suffered a complete physical collapse early th is summer and 
was confin ed at the Got ham Hospital. W e a re h appy to stat e that Joe is again 
his own h a ppy self. 

Tragedy: Wh ile dr iv ing do\\' n to t he Cl ub on .Jun e 13th, to hear h er hus
band, Carl -Em il Buye r speak, Mrs. Buyer was the victim of a n a utomobile ac
ddent. Fortunately the injuries were n ot too serious, yet kept her confined to 
her home for some time. 
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Rolf Thorsen (#265) has sent us 
the herewith illustrated counterfeit nr 
Swed en # ·5, 24 skilling. Color, paper 
a nd design are almost perfect imita
tions, h owe ver the w ord "SKILL" is 
spelled out as on the low values, 
whereas on the genuine it r eads on ly 
"SK". 

Donations to the LilDrary: 
Norges Frimerker K at a log 1929- by Arthur Linz 
Les Premie res Cartes Postales d e Suede by 

John Spohr donated by Arthur Linz. 

The POSTHORN 

Hand.bok over Sveriges F rankotecken 1855 -1915 edited by S veriges F ilatelis t
F o r ening d onated by Art hur Linz. 

The Postage Stamps of rorway by A . Nich ols d ona t ed by Arthur Linz. 
Confederate States Catalogue and Handbook bY August Dietz (Autographed 

copy) d on a t ed by Carl E. Pelande r. 

Our Members Abroad: Dr. James K. Senior is a t t he present in Fran ce on 
a Government mission. Dr. Chas. H. Johnson by order of P r eside n t Trum a n 
ls over in Europe, r eorganizing the Masonic bodies in H olla nd, B elgium , F r a nce 
a nd Aus tria . Dr. Arthur Linz has been given a Gove rnment mission which ha:; 
taken him to F inland. Dr. Linz is w e ll kn own in that c ountry a s he as ted a:; 
assayer or minera l de posits in P etsamo a nd other parts of F inla nd i!->f, w year .> 
ago. 

The Specialized Catalogue of Scandinavia: A s m entioned in the r CJ)')rt ol 
the June m ee ting, this task before the m e mber ship is a vast project, ancl wil l 
involve consider able expe nse a nd resear c h. The S. C. C. is indeed for' u nate to 
have an a ble man like Mr. K onw iser h ead th e commi t t <>e, who in the past ha s in 
parts edited Scott U. S. Specia lized, Sa n abria's J\ ir Post, T h r Stam;'lcss Cove1 
Catalogue, e tc. We fee l con fid ent that this work w ill su · cced , bC'ca u:ic we hav" 
ha d a number of offers for h elp, both fina n cial a nd otherwi se' , a nrl n o n - m em ber s 
such as Mr. Frid!, Mr. John N icklin and other experts ha ve volu n teer ed the ir 
s ervices. 

It is estimated tha t a work• o f this t yp e w ill em brace betwee n 500 t o GOil 
pages and r equire from 1000 to 1500 illus trations. 

We urg e ever y member to contribute the ir knowledge t o this w ork. Ma il 
in any suggestions you have t o : 

Harry M. Konwiser---Cha irma n Cata logu e Com mitt ee 
22 East 35th St .. N e w York, N. Y. 

New Members 
Reside nt 

264 J ohn Borkman ..... . .. . . . . . .. . . Yonkers, N. Y. 
2f;5 Rolf Thorsen ... ... .. .... . .... .. New York City 
270 Walter H . Bjornson .......... . . East Bound Brook, N. J. 

Non- Resident 
2GO Ca.pt. Frederick H. R in ger ..... . Ch ica go, Ill. 
26U John E. Bock .. . .. . ... . .... . ... Sch en e·ctady, N. Y. 
262 :David Lidman ....... . . .... . . .. . Chicago, lll. 
263 James B. Green .. . . ... .. ..... .. W orceste r , Mass. 
266 Carl A. M elch erson .. . . . . .. . . .. Bro' k t on , Ma s s. 
2G7 Roland E. An<derson . . ... .. ..... Vi' es cfi eld, M a ss. 
268 Dewey H. Hes~" . .... . .. .. ..... Port land, Mich. 
2G9 P·l'C. Clarence S. Quigley .. . . ... , U. S. Army 
271 ..... mil Lundstrom . .. . . .. . . ...... . Hunting ton P a rk, Ca lif. 
272 C. L. Johnson ... .. . . . .. .... . . . C hicago, Ill. 
273 Warren Rosenlund ..... . .. .... . Pittsfie ld, Ma ss. 
274 Alf Oliver Ah'lstrand ... ...... . . Rockford, I ll. 
275 Lt. E. B. Nyquist .............. Des Moines, Iowa 


