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DENMARK 
The Coot of Arms Type-1882-1905 

By Richard G. Gibson (408) 

Perhaps one of the more interesting issues for the student of Danish stamps 
is the "Coat ·Of Arms" type that was in use for the period 188·2-190<5. In add~ 

tion to the different pe rforations, 131hx14 and 14 on the earlier Issues and 12% 
and 13 on the issues fr.om 1896 onward, there are of course, the different papers 
and wate·rmarks. 

1882-83 
The firs t issue of the "Coat of Arms" type came in two values, 5 ore and 

20 ore with the "Small Numerals" in the corners. At tim es, these stamps are 
·confusing to the beginner if there is no comparative material a t band. They 
may be distinguished by studying the letter "M" in Denmark. On the stamps 

' with the small numerals, the center stroke of the "M" is flat,. on the stamps 
with the larger numerals , the center stroke of the "M" is pointed. 

Both values are printed on thin paper, watermarked Large Qrown (Scott's 
# •112) and both values come with the watermark inverted, tbe 20 ore being tbe 
more common. Each value bas three printings and each printing is of a dif 
terent s hade, th e 5 ore being D eep Green, Green and Light Green and the 2(} 
ore be'ing Blue, Gray Blue and Light Blue. 

1884-95 
Tn 18'84, t h e design of the "Coat of Arms" type was altered s lightly so that 

the -corner numerals are larger and the center stroke of the "M" in Denmark 
is pointed at the bottom. This is the issue that the 10 ore stamp first appeared 
a.long with t h e 5 ore a nd 20 ore. 

Due to the fa·ct tha t these particular stamps were in use for 11 years, there 
are many small varieties. However, the constancy as to position cannot be 
definitely established because the plates were ma.de up of 100· individual cliches. 
Each printing has the varieties in different positions. 

The 5 ore Wflls printed in 13 printings and the main variety is the variety 
"5" which appears in the right center figure of value on Stamp #9•9 in one of 
the earlier printings. I believe that this damaged cliche was replaced shortly 
after it was discovered that it was darnag·ed a nd therefore it is a rather hard 
variety to find. 

Due to the number of printings, there are many shades and at times, the 
perforaUons vary with the individual printings. Inverted watermarfos a re also 
known, but they are not too common. 

The 10 ore brings to light a new type of variety, the 10 ore with small num -
1:rals in t h e ·corners. IDither l:>eoeause there were thr ee damaged postage s tamp 
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cHches or throu.gh an error on the part of the printer, there were three postal 
card cliches inserte d in the bottom row of the plate in positions 94, 96 and 97. 
I believe that after one printing,. this mistak e wa s discovered and corrected. 

However, at th e sa m e tim e, there were two other varie tie·s in the plate that 
were not correc ted. The fi rst was the s cra tch under the left "10" near the low
est lion in the center. This a ppear s on Sta mp #44. 

The second variety a ppears on Sta mp #74 where the "O" of the left "10" 
ill broken a t th e tip. 

Left to right: Broken "1 0", faulty " R" in POSTFRIM, and 
broken frame around "1 0" in lower left. 

As is true of the 5 ore, there were s everal shades and inverted watermarks 
that can be found as well a s p erfora tion va rieties. There were 19 printings. 

Probably the most interesting of the three values is the 20 ore because 
there are many consta nt varieties. 

The first varie ty of importance ls much the sam e situation as on the 10 
ore stamps with the sma ll numera ls. The small numera l cliches appear in po
sitions 4 and 50 in Plate I, Print IX. Unlike the 10 ore sta mps, these stamps 
cannot be distinguish ed from the 1882-83 issue unless se-tenant with a stamp 
of the normal design. The watermarks and perforation are identical. 

To me, the lesser !mown va rieties are more fun and much less expensive. 
They are numerous and most of them occur s evera l times in the same sheet. 
In the same sh eet of sta mps as m entioned a bove (Plate I, Print IX) the fol
lowing varieties are noted a nd th e ir positions plotted: 

a. Broken Circle above right "20" 
# ·2, 5, 11, 16, 17, 37, 38, 74, 75 and 94. 

b. Broken Ova l under 2nd "A" in DANMAR!K 
#48, 514, 77, 78, 80 

c . Short Ta il, Lowe r L eft "2" 
·#64, 90, 92 

d. Damag ed Cliche, Lower Right Corner 
# 85. 

Left to right: Broken circle over right "20", short ta i l on 
"2" in lower left, and broken oval (type b.) 

There is still another var iety tha t occurs and it is ·similar to the Broken 
Circle •(a) with the addition that the right frame adjacent has a very definite 
preak in it. 



There were 14 print ings of this stamp and of cou rse, there a r e many s ha des 
and the Inverted watermark appears as it does with all values in this series. 

All three values are known to be imperforate a lthough they are very scarce. 
1896 -1902 

W1th the change of perforation to 12•'h or 13 we find most of the plate var
ieties still constant with the exception of the small numerals, the damaged 
cliche (d) and the damaged "5". 

There w er e 19 printings of the 5 ore, 22 printings of the 10 ore and 15 
printings of the 20 ·Ore. As a result, there are many shades a n d the inverted 
watermark occurs on all values. In addition to the normal perf 12'h or 13, I 
have found a Rough Perf. 13 on the 20 ore stamp which will also be found later. 

1901 
In men, a new value appeared, that of the 24 ore. It was printed on paper 

with t h e same watermark as before. There was only one print ing of t his ·stam p 
but w e fi n d shades of its L ig h t Brown color and at least two different perfor a 
tions, 12·% and 13, and the inverte d watermark is l isted in some catalogs a l
though I have not found one as yet. 

1902-05 
In 190.2, the waterm a r k was changed to a n ew type, the New Crown (Scott's 

# 1113) and the p erforations remained t h e same. 
During this period, we find two new denominations a dded to the "Coat of 

Arms" type, the 1 ore a nd the 15 ore. 
The 1 ore was orange in color ,a nd there were 4 printings with the resultin g 

shade varieties. This value has been found imperforate a nd although it is be
lieved there was one complete sheet origina lly,. v ery few copies are known t o 
exist. 

There were approximately 25 p rin tings of the 5 ore with shades, b u t n o 
no ticeable variet ies except th e bro k en crossbar in the first "A" of "D ANMIA RK." 
'Th is i·s a very consta nt variety a nd seems to be a poor impression f rom a worn 
p la t e. 

The 1() ore h a d about 1& different printings and I have found a new minor 
variety, that of a damaged "A" in the word "P'OSTFRIM." We also have the 
Broken "{)" in the left "10" whi•ch we found in the 1896-19-02 issue. A third min
or variety is found in the lower left corner, a broken drcle under the figure 
"10." I believe that . this occurs s everal times In a sheet. 

The 1(} ore is also f ound with a Rough Perf. 13. 

Rough per-fs. 

The second n ew value, the 15 ore comes in several distinct shades ranging 
from gray lilac to red lilac. It was printed in four different printing8 and s o 
far, I ha ve seen n o constant plate varie ties. The 15 or e is known to be imper
forate but j ust how m a n y exist is u nknown t o the writer. 

T h e last value to be issued with the n ew watermark is the 20 ore Blue which 
com es in several ·Shades ranging f r om light to dark and the varieties foun d a r e 
muc h the sa m e as the pr·evious issue of th is value. We find t he "Broken Cirele," 
"Broken Oval," the " Short 2" a nd the Rough Perforation 113. I n com parison 
with t he other common values, t h ere wern very few printing.a ·Of t his. 

All values with the New Crown watermark are found with the watermark 
inverted although the 10, and the 15 ore are more elusive than the common er 
.va.lues. 
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Experiences in Stamp Hunting 
All Over the World 

by Ca ptain Carl P. R. Dahlstrom (43) 

fte POBTBO:a>f 

My experiences in stamp hunting a ll over the world during 35 years 
as a seaman ha ve been most intriguing and interesting to me a nd it is suggest 
ed by th e editors of The Posthorn that some of my philatelic adventures fr om 
Vlad•ivostok to Patagonia might also prove of interest to rea ders of this publi
cation. VVbile I am n ot as much a t h ome in front of a typewriter as on the 
bridge ·of a ship at sea, h er e goes: 

One of the most frequent obstacles encountered when seeking stam>ps in 
post offices in various countries of the world is the difficulty of obtain ing com 
plete sets, even those that are still current or which have been issued recently. 
; n too many places one can find only odds and ends for sale. However, in 
many countries, particularly Erngland, complete issues a r e n early a lways avail
ab le. Post Office ·clerks in England a nd many British Colonies that I have vis
ited a re most cooperative a nd genera lly provide special attention to philatelists. 

In South America you will find that the various countries have different 
laws relative to the sale of postag e stamps. •In Chile, the post office clerks are 
very courteous a nd m ost a nxiou s to t:elp you obtain everything that is avail 
a;b le. In contnxst, when I was in Peru the complete set of a curren t issue was 
not availabJ.e a t the post office but could be purchased at a dealer located just 
a!'ound t h e corner. 

When I visited Venezuela in 1939 they h a d a postal regulation which s•t ip
ulated that a ll postage stamps w ere to be sold in commercial or business estab 
.ishments who had contracts with the government for that purpose. One day 
while I was the re I desired to buy some sets of air mail stamps in order to send 
covers to various f riend•s . Having with som e logic presented myself at The post 
offic·e, I was politely told to go to a store a nd purchase the stamps, then retu r n 
and mail the le tters. After quite a few inquiries I located· the store which had 
ihe contract for that locality-a combination gr ocery and grain store. At this 
place I was a ble to get only some of t he denominations of wha t wa•s at that time 
a large set of air mail stamps. H was nece·ssary to hunt out another store, and 
yet a third in order to get the complete set. 

Last year while I wa;s in Argentine there was for sale in the post office a 
se t of stamps inscribed "Pro-Monum~mto a l Des camisado" (To the Monumen t 
of the Ragamuffins). I bought a set, affixed them to a letter to my wife, a n d 
endeavored to ma il the letter shown below. Howev·er, they wou ld riot a ccept 

~:rs. ~ . ~; . ~ ~ f1-.hletr!'\"1 
¢930 • ~fit~ ~v~nu~ 

Jl'!Ol'l()sl; !!:ills, ton& Illl"-r.d, 
tfew 1Qrlt • N. Y. 
lit S. P. · 
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the letter or cancel the stamps as they had no franking value. It was necessary 
to add a regular 5 peso stamp before they would accept it. 

In 1934 the Netherlands West Indj.es issued a surcharged air mail stamp-
10 ·cent on 20 cent red-at the same time that I happen ed to be th ere. I !lad 
quite a time t rying to sell the pos tal clerk on the id<ea of p·ermitting me t o pur
ch ase m or e th a n one copy of this stamp, as I had •a hunch that t h e s t a mp wou ld 
prove a good inv·estment. Apparen tly I didn't speak the right kind of D utch. 
vVhile in Holland las t year I trie d to buy the hig h values of the current set-
2. 50, 5. 00 a nd 10. 00 Gulden-whic h I wanted in mint condit ion. But under no. 
·circurn:s tances woul d the clerk sell t h em to me unless they were cancelled f irs t , 
which he did, doggonit. 

The stamps of Greece, depicting so much ·of their ancient history, have a l
ways fascinated me therefore I was very glad when duty took me to Greece 
early this year. The post office employees w ere very hospitable, invited me 
into the office, and let me have my pick of the material at hand which was 
most interesting. I found the Greek people to be enthusiastic philatelists a l
though the dealers are quite expensive to dear with. In Greece the President 
Roosevelt s et issued by the United States was most po.pular, but I found this 
to be true in nearly a ll foreign lands I have visited. 

My most recent voyage was made to Istanbul in Turkey and found this 
<Ci ty to be one of the most interesting places I have ever vi•s ite d. The people are 
V•ery kind a nd similar to the Greeks in outlook. H :owever, in the post office I 
<.:Ould obtain only a few values of the ·current issue, which seemed to be the 
.s tamps issued in 1943, with a scattering of various commemoratives. In order 
to c·omplete any sets of stamps I had to visit the dealers who are as plentiful in 
the Rue de Pere as they are on Nassau Street in New York City, 

During my stay in Istanbul I tried to send a registered letter with the l!M5 
Souvenir Sheet attach ed but found that it was invalid for postage and they 
would not cancel it. The fee for r egistered mail is paid by affixing a stamp 
called "Damga Pulu" (Stamping Duty) which is not listed in Scott's Catalog. 
Both a r e shown below. 

During the war it was extremely difficult to obtain the various provisional 
stamps that we r e issued by the Allied Military Governments and I had to p r o 
cure a lmost all of them from dealers. For some unknown reason, in t h e post 
offices in Italy I could find only stamps up to 50 centim es in value. 

However, a ll in all, I find that my h obby pays m e double dividends. Whlle 
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I am in foreign por ts I have a gr eat deal of pleasu re in p oking around looking 
fo r s tamps, then when I get h om e I have many m ore h ours of pleasure a nd re
laxation in studying t he s.tamps a nd a rranging t h em in my albums. 

Editor 's ote: The auth or, Captain Dahlstrom was awarded the Disting 
uish ed Ser v i ce Meda l, high est award of the United Stat es Mar i time Service, for 
her oism in line of du ty when on Decem'ber 3, 1943 i n Bari, Italy, he took his 
burning s hip, loaded with explosives, out of the port w h ich was under enemy 
a ir bombardmen t, and later returned the ship and cargo to p ort. Captain 
Dahlstrom, bo rn in the t owns hip of F li.seryd, n ear Oslm r s ha mn, Sweden, we nt 
to sea a t the a g e ·of fifteen a n d d uring the first World W ar was captur ed b y 
the Germa ns and spent several months as a prisoner of war. F or a complete 
biography of this outstanding mem ber see "Who's ·who in the Maritime Indus 
try." 

Philatelic Sweden in the Philatelic Pres'i 
by Harry M. Konwiser (62) 

I nte r esting ph ilatel ic facts a r e ofte n burie d beneath a m a ss of d etail and 
s om etimes escape notice. Therefore, t he following data on Swedish stamps 
may prove o f ·inter est to collect or s who missed the orig ina l s t ories when they 
a ppear ed in print-in other years. Besides being a r efresh er cours•e for t h e 
v·e t e ra n -con ector , these tid-bits s h ould be a fertile source of infor mation to new
comers in the philatelic fra t er nity. 

Natura lly, in discuss ing S wed'ish stamps the Three Skilling B anco Error 
m us t not be ov•er looked. This very rare stam p, w ithout dou bt Eur ope's rarest, 
instead of being printed blue green-the correct oolor for Sweden No. 1-was 
printed yellow,. and has been a center of interest for generations, 

In the A ugust 1935 issue of "Stamp and Cover Co.J lecting," t h en publish ed 
by Augus t Diet z at R ich mond, Va., t he Three Skilli ng Banco "yellow er ror" of 
Sweden is discussed along w ith the T wo Reales of Spain (1851) color err or , the 
Ba d en Nine Kreu zer of 18151 a n d th e Austr ian T h r·ee K r eu zer of 1867. The 
Am·erica n s t ory is baised on a n article In the Austria n j ourna l "Die Postm a rke" 
l>y Herr Direk tor Orvar Olsson of Halsingbor.g, Sweden. 

Olsson reports that the only known copy ·is In an excellen t state of preser
vation , the print being s ha rp a nd clear in a pleasing pa le oran ge- yellow c olor. 
The stamp is n icely cen ter ed and t h e postmarl{ i·s lig h t a nd legible. '£he can
cella tion s howing on the stam p is : 

N . K OPP 
13 

18 
7 

w h ich h a,s been Identified a.is the p ostmark for Nl(ya ) KOPP.(ar berget) . The 
c·olor , every 'investigation ha s p r oved, is genuine; it is unquestionably the color 
with which t h e plate was originally charged and impressed on the paper. Mr. 
Die tz, who translated t h e a r ticle, is very famil ia r with the German language 
and th e sta t em ents ma de h er e a r e exactly as h e wrot e t h em in his s plendid 
sta mp p eriodica l In 1935. (E ditor's Note : In a ll pr o bability a cliche of t h e 
Three Skilling Banco stamp was erroneous ly inserted into the plate of the 
Bight Skil ling B a n co s tamp, h en ce the error in ·color .) · 

Mr. D ietz cont inues by w r iting that the h is tory of t h e stamp goes back 
som e years. It was found by a fourteen-year old lad-the present (1935) L ieu t. 
Colonel G. W. Backman~in Boras, Sweden while the boy was rumm agin g 
through hi.s grandfather 's corresp ond( n ce. H e w a s cl el igh ted to sell it t o a 
dealer (IH. Lichtenstein) in Stockh olm for 7 Kronor. Shortly thereafter t his 
dealer r efus ed a n offer of ·300 K ronor but in 1894 he sold it to a Viennese dealer 
(Friedl) who in t u r n •s·old it t o Ferr a r i for 4,0·00 Gulden . This was t he highe.st 
price pa:id for a pos tage s tamp up to t hat tim e. 

W •hen the Ferrari stamps wer e sold at auction, the ,Swedish "color err or " 
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was purchased by the Swedish phil a telist, Baron Erik LejjonhufUd, for th0' 
comparatively low figure of 32,25·0 Francs. Several years later t h e stamp. was 
s·old to C. A. T amm for 20,000 Kronor. Tamm sold the •stamp to Johann Ram
berg of Gote borg,. Sweden for 37,500 Kronor, the equ iva lent of $10,00() (U. S.) 

In 1937 the stamp was sold by H . R. H a.rme r of London at private freaty 
with the price placed at £ 5,o.oo, ac<:ording to a British stamp periodical. T he 
buyer's name was not disclo.sed. On D e·cember 26, 1936, there appearnd in the 
New York Sun a report, emanating from Stockholm, that the stamp own-ed by 
J ohann Ramberg was on exhibition at the ju bil ee· exhibit of the Swedish Phila 
telic Society. At this time the society issued a booklet, extracted from its 
ilandbook, entitled "De t .Svenska Fargfeltrycket 3 Skilling Banco Gult'' (The 
Swedish Color Error 3 Skilling Banco Yellow) . This booklet was illustrated 
with a color.ea reproduction of the stamp. 

Invest in Swedish Stamps 

John Mayne, writing in the S. P . A. Journa l ·in December 1943, urged con
sid·eration of Swedish stamps for their interest, personal value to collectors a n d 
the dramatic histo r y that they mirror-all Of these things adding up to Desir 
ability Plus. 

Sweden, he notes, might have had the ho-nor of introducing the world's 
first postage s tamp in 1823, but the Parliament (Riksdag) of the day killed the 
bill. So, despite the fac t that someone in .Sweden conceived the idea of an ad
hesive postage stamp, Sweden did not ente r the group of coun t ries that issued 
postage stamps until some years later-1855 to be exac t. Mayne menUons th e 
Three Skilling Banco color error, which was discussed earlier, and states that 
it was sold at a London auction for $25,.000. 

The Mayne article note s that early Swedish stamps am valued in Skilling 
and not Ore; that the Skilling belongs to an older Swedish monetary system in 
which 48 skilling equaled One Riks D aler. In the present (1948) d•ecimal system, 
100 Ore equal One Krona, which is the monetary unit . One Krona was worth 27 
cent.s (U. S.) at pa.r in 1943, approximately as it is today. 

"Every penny spent on Swed•i.sh issues is therefore not a speculation but a 
sound investment," writes Mayne. Continuing, Mr. Mayne says, "The invest 
ment is so·und in that it r epays immediate profits in intrinsic interes t and th e 
ineffabl·e satisfaction of collecting with a reasonable expectation of ultimately 
succeeding in making the collection complete without going bankru pt." 

Local .Post of Stockholm 

Anders J eurling operated the Stockholm Local Post in 1887, following his 
trip to Copenhagen where he ·studied the Bypost in operation in that city. Jeur
Jing was a newspaperman and his ·original intention wais to service Stockholm 
for the d elivery of parcels as w ell as n ewspap ers. He began ope•rations in Oc 
tober 1887 and in D ecember of the same year h e extended servlces to cover 
letters and postcard•s. Jeurling employed n eatly uniformed messengers a n d by 
Royal decree he was permitted t o erect lette r boxes. 

Regi.stration , insurance an d special d elivery service was also provided and 
one r eport states that he handled an average of 2,5{)0 pieces of mail each day, 
cl earing the 102 l·etter J)o.x es s ix times daily. A writer in the "'W·eekly Phila 
telic Gossip" in 1942 (per c lipp ing at h and which does not state the author's 
name) said that after the Post Office Monopoly proclamatioon in 18'89 , the Jeur
ling business d'ropped off an d all its assets were take n over by the- General 
Post Office. 

Co!J.ectors have noticed that the first Sto·ckholm "locals" as printed by 
Ferslew in Copenhagen have the Danish "O" in Ore (line through the "0") in
stead of the Swe d•ish "O" (two dots ove r the "0"). These were rej ected and a 
small printing, bearing the correct type "0", was rushed through in time for 
the official opening. The incorrectly engraved stamps were retain ed, apparent
ly, as they were used J.ater . 

Editor's Note: We would welcome a complete article on the Stockh olm 
Local Stam'ps. There were at least 16 stamps, three envelopes and the same 
number of postal cards. 
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When Philately Turned Cupid 
A True Story 

How often have you wonder,ed, when looking over your stamps, why a par
ticul•ar stamp was issued'! Generally,. if one delves deep enough into th e s ub
-ject, one can find a story hidden there. Perhaps it is a story of heroism, in
spiration or love; sometimes there is unfolded a tale of human weakness, s elf
ishness or sin. Nevertheless, behind many stamps can be found d·rama, and 
there is no greater reward for a philatelist than to· un·cov·er such a story. 

It i·S to be doubted whether any greater story of love and happiness can be 
found than that which concerns the discovery of the inverted surcharges on 
the Provisional stamps of Sweden, 12 ore on 25 ore (Scott No. l OOa), issued in 
;J.918. \ V'hile this true story has appeared in print previously, it is presented 
here because of its wide interest to Scandinavia n stamp collectors, many of 
whom may not be familiar with it. 

L et us take you back to 1918 and far up n orth in Sweden t o the small town 
of Guliksberg in the Province of Vasterbotten. Here Jived a golden- haired, 
blue-eyed young maiden, named Christina Larson, daughter of the local judge 
who was a lso the richest man in town. Christina was in lo·ve with her child
hood sweetheart, Erik Johanss·on, who wa;s a fine young man with only one 
drawback, namely, he was a poor hired fa rm hand with little p rospect of being 
able to support a wife. 

In his spare time Erik had been studying forestry and when h e received his• 
appointment as a Government Forester he appr oached Judge Larson, request
ing Christina's hand in marriage. The Judge oommended Erik for his ambition 
in improving his position but pointed out that his daughter had never done any 
hard work and would hardly be capable of making good as a forester's- wife. 
He suggested that they wait awhile and made them a proposition. H e said 
that he ·owned a farm j ust outside the town which was worth 5,()00 Kronor a nd 
if Erik would go to work as a forester, as soon as he had saved 2,50,0 Kronor
half the value of the farm- he would give the couple the farm plus his consent 
to their marriage. 

Th1s was a hard blow to the couple but they decided that Erik cou la save 
t h e necessary mo·ney in about five years so they r esigned themselves to t he post
ponement. The young man prepared to leave for his new duties, and t h e day 
before his departure he went to the local post office and bought a sheet of 12 
ore stamps. Not being a stamp collector, he did not notice that the surcharge 
was inv·erted. Erik used these stamps on the daily letters h e wrote t o his be
loved Christina who, equally faithful, saved a ll of the letters. However, the 
bundle of letters, tied in blue ribbon, became quite bulky so Christina removed 
the letter.s from the envelopes and destroyed the covers, not realizing that the 
:,tamps were valuable. This went on for many weeks until one day the Post
master noti-ced the inverted surcharge ·on the stamp affixed to a letter a ddressed 
w Christina. He notified a local collector who immediately communicated with 
one of Sweden's foremost dealers. When Christina was approached sh e had 
only five envelopes intact, but said she thought she could obtain the rest of the 
stamps from that sheet when advised that 150· Kroner would be paid for each 
stamp. 

As .soon as Erik was advised of this he returned with the 30 r emaining 
stamps which, plus the covers saved, netted the young couple 6,000 Kronor. 
rhis was a tidy sum that not ·only provided the lovers with the required money 
for the far m, but gave them a fine wedd'ing and a sizeable nest egg for fut ure 
use. 

Thus did a sheet of stamps bring happiness into the lives of two young 
lovers and we may conclude that they, like so many others before them and 
since, lived happily ever after. 

DON'T FORGET YOUR DUES FOR 1949. Send it now. See page 9 for details, .. , 
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Sweden's "Mobilization" Charity Stamps 
in Booklets 

Trans la tio n from an article in " F ri marksny tt" 

Lately the interest in collecting booklets has increased consid'erably, which 
is chie.fly due to the listing a nd pricing of .such items, previou s ly issued, in 
t>pecial ized cata logues within the past year. There has,. however, always been 
a question as to the exist ence of booklets of t h e "Mobiliza:tion" s•tamps of 1·9•16, 
but as yet none h as been m entioned in any known listing. 

"Frimarl~sny.tt" (Stam p N ews), is now In a position to Illustrate one of 
these booklets, a nd on e g lance· at the r ecords show that no less than three dl!
f.er ent booklets were is·sued. The "mobiliza;tion" stamps, as Is known, cannot 
be c lassed 'in the same category as those of the regula r postal issues, inll!Smuch 
as the overprints were not made with complet e official sanction, even th ough 
the Post Office DBpartmBnt did a cknowledge t h em at th eir face value on Inland 
mail. It is well known, that a special committee took the initiative to print 
these ·stamps-the long and official title of this body was "Central Advisory 
Bureau for H. R. H. Cr·ownprincess Society for Volunteer workers for the In
ducted Soldiers Clothing, etc."-and the stamps were d·istributed in parts by the 
Centralbureaus distributing agency. In this way the agency controlled the dis
tribution of the entir e issue tha t were printed or s urcha rged on remainders of 
the "Postage Due Stamps," whereas· tho·se surcharged on re -prints .of the "Rin g
type" on watermark ed wavY' line paper, were also· sold' through th e post offices. 
The h er ewith m en t ioned book lets of the "mobilization" stamps, even though of 
the "Ring- type," came in the •same category as the "Due 'S•tamp" issue,. namely 
tha:t they were solely distributed by the central-bureau , tha t a1so Ji.sts them 
in their circular. 

The booklets came in three types: 
Booklet "A" contained 10 5 ore and 10 10 ore charity stamps, and was sold 

a t 3 kr. 
Booklet "B" contained 30 5 ore and 10 1-0 om s tamps and the price was 5 

kr per booklet. 
Booklet "C" contained 50 5 or e and 25 10 ore stamps and the price wae 1() 

kr p er booklet. It is one of th ese we are illust rating above. 
As perviously m entioned, the booklets were made up of stamps f rom t he 

f irst issue, tha t is of the "Ring Type,." printed on watermarked wavy line paper. 

:DUES! DUES! DU ES! 
Willen you receive this issue of Th e Posthorn, your dues for 19•49 In the . S. 

C. c. w ill be due. Y.ou will receive n o further notice, so .send your dues imme d
iately to th€ Treasurer: George W 1iberg, 45 E ast 85th Street, New Y'0r k 25, N. Y . 
And remember, there is an initiation fee of one dolla r on all new memberships. 
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Helsinki Philatelic Exhibition Stamp 
by\ Lt. Col. Rainer Ahonius 

- ~ 

Accepted Design 

For some time i t has been the custom to commemorate International Phil
a telic Exhibitions with special .stamps, however, it has seldom been the good 
fortune that collectors have had the opportunity to select their own designs 
and method of printing, bu t such was the case with the above named exhibi tion, 
a nd th e entire worJ, was entrusted to the committee so as to c r eate greater 
interest in t h is issue. 

The committee entrusted with the selection of a suitable design found their 
work rather difficult as many ideas and designs had already been used on 
stamps for va rious show.s. W e may r ecall the "Post-chase" used on the "WI.PA" 
stamp, t h e a rc hitectural d es ig n f·or "IPOSTA," the re-issue of the 5fr "Peace 
a nd Commerce" design used at "PEXIP," the modernistic designs for "DA
P OSTA" and the King design miniature sheets used in Romania and Bulgaria. 
A ll better kn own scenic views of Helsinki had a lready been used on various 
stamps as had many fa mous men, presidents and the coat of arms . 

In looking over pictures of mail carriers ·of the i7th century in the Nation al 
.\1useum, the breast-plate or shield used by the carriers of that period a ttract 
ed the attention of the committee as a possible d esign. The committee invited 
two of Fin lanfl's outstand'ing artists and stamp designer,s, Mrs. Signe Hammar
sten -J a nss·on a nd Aarne Karja la inen to each submit five designs f or the a p·
proval of the oommittee, each artist to submit at least one design containing 
a drawing of t h i.s shield. 

v\T·e ar-e h ere illustrating the various essays submitte d: 

T hree of four original des ig ns by Mr. Karjalainen 
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Design 

l 
.J 

#4 for stamp submitted by Mr. Karjalainen 

Three of four revised designs by Mr. Karjalainen 

Pagil 11 

In .the essays ,submitted by Karjalainen, No. 1 depicts· a well known foun
tain with the central figure of a woman, commonly known as "Havi,s-Amanda," 
which was designed by Ville Vallgren, it is located a t the South Harbor in Hel
£inki, No. 2 depicts a philatelist at work, No. 3 the abov,e mentioned carrier 
.shield s urmounted by the old Grand Duchal crown, No. 4 the well known design 
of a "P,ost-rider." Design No. 3 was . finally d ecided upon and the artis t was . 
instructed to r emove the ,c rown, which was not approved by the authoriUes, 
and submit a r edrawn design of this stamp. He later submitted four new de
.signs, the ·one with the head of the Lion from the Coat of Arms, surmounting 
the medallion, was accepted (see illustration h eading this· a rticle) . 

Three stamp designs by Mrs. Hammarsten-Jansson 

The d esigns submitted by Mrs. Hamjl•arsten-Jansson, shows 1. the head 
of the Lion from the Arms of Finland, 2. the requested design, 3. "Havi.s-Aman
da." This artist also submitted two essays for the exhibition seal, on'e of ?.lhicl\ 
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was a d'opte d a f ter minor corrections in the name from "SUOMI-FINLAND'' to 
"H elsinki-HELSINGFORS," it shows a view of the city. 

Design for Exhibition 
Seal by Mrs. Ham· 

marsten : Jansson 

F irst Day Cover 

Selected design for 
Exhibition Seal by 
Mrs. Hammarsten· 

J a nsson 

Corl E. Pelonder is Honored by Finland 
All m em ber.a of the Scandinavian Collectors Club will be glad to lear n that 

Carl E . Pelander was recently honored by Finland, the country of his birth, for 
his untiring effor ts in war r elief during Finland's war against Russia in 19•39. 
As many m embers- may recall Mr. Pe la nder donated the entire proceeds from 
the s a le of h is Handbook on the Postage Stamps of Finland towards the alle·v 
iatlon of .suffering of Innocent victims of that struggle. 

F o r this and many ·other activities, Mr. Pela.nder was made a Knight of the 
Order of the L ion of Finland, First Class. This is- an exceedingly high honor 
and it marks the first time that it has been presented a person who is not a 
minnlsh National. The pr esentation was made by His EJx,cellency K. T. J utila, 
The Minis t er of F in land to the United States, a:t a dinner in New York on No
ve mber 11, 19'48. P r es-ent at the dinner were: Mr. and Mrs. K . T. Jutila; Mr. 
R. Seppala, Consul Gen era l of IF1inla.id, and Mrs. Seppala.; Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
E. Pelander; Mr. and Mrs. Har.ry L. Lindquist; Mr. Ferra.rs H . Tows; Miss 
Fay J~rdan and Mr. a nd Mrs. V. 0. Jarvinen. 
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Although Mr. Pelander was born in Finland, h e has made America his home 
since he was a youth. During the first World War h e serve d overseas with 
the 29th Yankee Divis ion of the U n ited States Army, em erging as a captain. 
Some of the newer m embers of the Scandinavian Co llectors Clu '::l may not be 
aware of the fact that Carl P ela nder is one of the outstanding m embers of the 
club. It was largely du e to his efforts that the club was orgianized and has 
grown to be such a prominent organ ization in th e philat·elic w orld today. In 
add·ition to being the m a inspring b ehind the clu b he h as been the editor of The 
Posthorn since i ts inception. CongTatulations, Carl, for a j ob well do ne and for 
the w e ll-deserved honor Y'O U have just received. 

by Agent No. 42 

Staff of the Old Sleuth 

You remember that this old s leuth suggested, in the July Issue, that thel 
two Gentlemen of leisure should v isit Chapter # ·3. Well,. it b rought r esults, not 
only did they go to Detroit but to Philadelphia as well. Why not get busy Se
attle and Srpringfield-who know.s? • • • when Prank Baker vis•ited Bill and 
Frank M. in t h eir hotel room the morning after the meeting in Detr·oit-wha t a 
sorry speictacle-too gru esome to even report • • • a nd then t here were two· 
gentlemen of the S. C . C., members of the U nion L eague Club in New York
oh, but what stories we could tell- p er haps it wlll be better to le t their con
s cien ce bother them a wh ile * • • H enry Redfield was promised a life m ember
ship on his lOOth birthday by the clu b- we alsQ promised t o send him another 
bouquet of flowers, this time at the expen.s·e of the club • • • and speaking of 
H enry R., if in Hartford call on him to see his exten s ive collection of Scandin
avia-a grand surprise is in store for you • • • and have you h eard the story or 
the five gentlemen (not from Verona) who almost invited themselves to a 
luncheon and showing of .stamps at Bill l' oulk's home in Manhas·set-yes they 
did and would they have eaten-the five uninvited g u ests were Harry I;ind·quist, 
Ferra rs Tows, Abr. Odfjell, Frank Maybury and Carl Pelander. Everything 
was a ll set for D ec. 191th-and then came the snow. Fate saved Hill a rude 
awak·ening. • • * Hild·a lisola was the only member of the .S. C. C . ~ the U. S . 
to show at the International Exhibition in Helsinki-unfortunately Hilda could 
not see the show a s her boat left two days prior to the opening of ·the s h ow' 
* • • Lauson Stone spent the summer vaca tion with his family, touring Europ·e, 
while there h e also visited the International show in Switzerland • * • and Bob' 
Stone bought himself a new home-due to this foolish idea-part of the stamp 
collection ha d to be sacrificed • • • a nd we w:onder w h y it is so hard to k eep up 
with Emil L undstrom-he a lways seems on the move • • • and Roland M'orse 
and a ll the little Morses w e re snowed in- this may be last winter's news, but 
we h a ve not heard from him since * * • R oy Hill of Sa n Francisco s eems to 
enjoy riding buses a ll over the 0country-he made his annual visit to N ew York 
·ast ·summer • * • and were the RydquLsts hungry whe n they returned f.rom1 
Sweden this fall-Arth u r confessed to dreaming o f nice juicy steaks all during 
his stay • • • and as if you did not know-our m ember King -Farlow is the sec
retary a nd libra rian of the Roya l Philatelic Society In London • • • we heard 
about the wonderful drvier Gusbaf Johansson of Gothenburg, Sweden, is-driv-
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Jng along a highway in a brand n ew car (wel! anyway practically) and only one 
other •car within the radius of 20 miles, he just h ad to have a collision and ruin 
that (practically) n ew car-he claims the other guy was a Norwegian * • • of 
co~rse you know that Gus von Gross is now the curator o·f the new Philatelic 
Museum in Philadelphia-sin2e the museum is connected with the Temple Uni 
versity, we suppose "Professor" is in order * • • and we also hear that Robert 
Bechsgaard of Copenhagen is atoning for his sins-he recently got married 
• • • Bob Scherer has been confined loo the hospital at Fort Slocum with pneu 
m onia-we are all h a ppy that Bob is well again * • • an d since we are on the 
s t• bject of illness and distress, we may report that Fay Jordan (also k n own as 
the Purple Passion) had a gum boil which kept her quiet for several aays
tough luck • • * after what seems like ages to a ll, we are happy to hear that 
Theresa Kenton's h ome finally is finished-well stamps sure took a severe lick
mg in that fam ily too-but then you know the high cost of building * * • Carl 
Pihl and Arthur Heim (the new landed gentry) were busy cultivating t h eir west 
forties all summer, which of course caused them to neglect the ir stamp collec
tions in a most -sca ndalous way • • • and so the space runs out and "HAPPY 
NElW YEAR" and good philatelic hunting till we meet again. 

News of Interest 
Thorsten lngeloff (344L5) reports: 

In con j unction with the Norwegian Aero Club Exposition, the Post Office 
Department participated with a very extensive Air Post exhibit. They also 
nad a branch P. 0. on the premises at Kontraskjaeret (just outside Oslo) , and 
a special cancel for the oc casion "NORSK AERO KLUBB SIDPT. 9 - 15 FL"YUT
STILLING 1948." Among other things .shown was the original Jetter box from 
"Little Norway" in Canada. 
Sweden: 

T.he semi -postals for King Gustaf',s 90th birthday were issued in the fo llow 
ing quantities: 

1()+10 
20+10 
.30+10 
10+10 
20+10 

ore 
ore 
ore 
ore 
ore 

coil stamp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,513 ,500 
coil stamp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,79 8,500 
coil stamp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 955,8·00 
booklet stamp . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,692,000 
booklet stamp . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,422,000• 

A new high regarding first day covers was a:ttained with this issu e, 52,900 
covers being serviced. 

From the small quantities issued this set no doubt will soon become scarce, 
especially in used condition, as the pubJi.c does not particularly favor to pay a 
surtax with the present hig h postal rates. 

• * • 

Pri n ting of the following stamps was dis continued on April 1.st 1948: 
Scott 301 5 ore green, coil stamp 415,196,700 printed 

299a 5 ore green, booklet stamp 116,337,000 
302 10 ore violet, co il stamp 328 ,.138,400 
3001b 10 ore violet, booklet stamp 102,430,000 
304 25 ore orange, coil stamp 55,329,900 
283 85 ore dark green, coil stamp 9,704,500 
284 90 ore lt. blue, coil stamp 25,068 ,1 00 
287 120 ore rose violet, coil stamp 9,247,300 

• • • 
A .suggestion for a Count Bernadotte commemorative stamp is favorably 

considered by the Post Master General, with a <Small surtax for the benefit of 
the Red Cross. 

As the P. 0. D ept. only has •access to one steel en graver, Mr. Sven Ewert, 



The POSTHORN Pag e 15 

t h is stamp can hardly be expected until next summer. Mr. Ewert is now en
gaged in t h e engraving of the commemorative stamps of the famous author and 
dr amatist August Strindberg, which are to be released in J 'anuary 1949. 

• • • 
Norway: 

T he number of stamps printed for the Forestry Lssue in 1948, were as fo l -
lows: 

25 ore . . . . . . . . 4,000,000 80 ore . . . . . . . . 2,000,00(} 

• 

The above illustrated slogan cancellation was used for the Red Cross drive, 
and reads "THE RED CROS8 WEEK + 18 - 25 SEPTEMBER." 

• • • 
Robe rt W. S c herer (102) r e ports that the latest offer for help on the cata

logue committee comes from the eminent authority on Scandinavian local 
~tamps, Mr . E. F . Hurt, who places at our disposal all of the mra:terial he has 
had published plus a dditional material gathered of late . 

• 
Robert G. Stone (40) a lso r eJ)orts that a ll of his material on early D. W. r. 

(original research) will be held intact for our dispo.sal. 

• • • 

From Mr. K. Roewade in Montclair, N. J., comes this herewith illustrated 
label, with the following comment, "Issued in 1885 t o aid Defenses of Copen
hagen. Sold in schools and other public places-from the proceeds a cannon 
was donated to Gardenhoj Fort." See "How Copenhagen was Fortified" in 
Professional Memoirs-Corps of Engin eers U. S. Army, Vol. HI, Oct.-Dec. 1911. 

* 
George Wiberg (177) reports: "On Sept. 13th 1948, du e to in : reased postal 

rates 400,000 sets of the 19147 An ti-Tuberculosis issue were surcharged with new 
values. On the 24m+6m value two distinct types may be found: 

Type I. the two bars under mk extend 1 mm to the left of m. 
Type II, the bars are even with m in mk. 
In each sheet of 100 .s tamps there are 75 copies of Type I and 25 of Type II. 

th is las t type occur on each odd horizontal line in position 1, 3 and 5 and in even 
n umbered lin es in 2, ·4 and 6. 
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Bjarn i S ig u rsson from Reykjavik sends us the above illustrated cover of the 
fir.st commercial flight Reykjavik-New York, Aug. 25th 1948. 

• * • 

From a recent issue in Nordisk Fila telistisk Tidsskrift we note the follow
ing regarding The Pos·thorn: "periodical for the Scandinavian Collecto·rs Club 
of New York, has in their April number a much worth-while article on- "Plates 
~rnd Types of Norway's 5 ore blue (1877)." The auth oritative description as 
w ell as the fin e illustrations is by the well known American phila t elist Gustave 
Larson. T:here is a lso a description of t he "V overprints" as well as an article 
on "Scandinavian Lindberghiana." 

"The writer has for several years been a member of the S. C. C. and in 
spite of not being able to get the advantage of attend ing the m eetings (unless 
you visit New York, when one is cordially w;ilcome) The Posthorn has given 
me untold pleasu re which h as more than compensated the annual dues of $1.00 . 
Besides the propaga nda a fforded our Nordic stamps, through showing1s and 
lectures in var.!oils chapters in several American cities, · is extremely helpoful. 
It Is a lways he lpful to fo llow ever ything concerning our s tamps, especially to 
note, h ow on the large continent a nd in the United States, they look upon our 
ph!lateUc endeav-0rs. During this century there has been a constant flow of 
Nordic stamps to America-and ironically enou g h some hav;i also come back in 
the form of collections as well as wholesale. - A. O." 

• • • 
Sweden sells postage stamps by the yard: 

In 1914 when a n ew type of stamp booklets were con cocted from regular 
t"h eets of stamps (lOxlO· subjects), Scott #77 and 80, the top a nd bottom strips 
c;f twenty stamp·s were separated from t h e sheets and split into panes of 4 
(2x2), the margins or selvage being used for binding or stapling . Th e r emainder 
cf the s heets, 60 %, was torn into h orizontal strips a nd pasted tog-ether into 
h and-roll ed coils for use in the newly developed' automatic vending machines. 

Thus app•eared coil stamps for the first time in Sweden , even though per
forated all around. Coils as w e know them today,, per forated vertically were 
only introduced into Sweden in 19 20, after Postmaster Gen er a l H . Juhlin r;i 
t urned from his j ourney to the Un ited States, where he .had s tudied postal 
eond1ition.s in general and became enthused w ith the stamp vending machines 
in use there. He visualized their possibilities and advantages for the Post Of
fices ·as well as public u se and when the Stickney Rotary Press p r inting ma
chines were placed in use these new type vending machines were _also installed. 

LH<ce all n ew innovations, the coil istamps and vending machines a like, met 
with a g r eat deal of ridicule both by the general public as well as postal em
ployees, however, the former were soon a ppeased by the introduction of book-
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Jets and the latter by boxe.s· in which the coils could be kept orderly and a~so by 
a graduated scale at the edge of their desks, which facilitated t h e counting and 
selling, so in thiis way everyone was soon happy and saiUsfied. 

The evidence of the final acceptan<:e of the coil stamps, or "selling stamps 
by the yard," was when the "War Emergency Issue" was released, consisting 
of ·5, 10 and 15 ore stamps, printed in sheets of 100 for more suitable and con
venient storage in bomb-proof sheJ.ter, the public r efused them as awkward and 
the postal department had to use them for internal service. 

In order to have their allotment of these stamps used up quickly, the branch 
off.lee ".Stockholm 3" concocted up .similar booklets to those used io. 19H. The 
sheets were broken up into panes of 20 (2x10) perforated all around and stapled 
in resrpec;tively green, b lue a nd light r ed covers from postal blanks. Parts or 
the printing is sometimes found on the Inside cover, wherea;s the outs.Ide ls 
blank with the price written in blue crayon on the face, viz., Kr. 1:-, Kr. 2:
or Kr. 3 :-, occassionally the branch circular cancel "S.TOOKH.OLM ·3 - 25 . 2. 48" 
ls found on the front. 

As these booklets were never authorized, they are te·chnlcally not <:ollectors 
items, but are of interest to students of Swedish booklets. 

As t o the interesting Swedish coil era, 19·20· to date, aocurate d·ata and de
tails are r ecorded in the book published by the G. P. 0., IDnglish edition, beauti
fully bound and illustrated, entitled "Postage Stamps of S.weden 19'20·-'19·45." 
This book may be had from this scribe for t h e sum of $1 .10. (bill p lus mint 
stamps). -Thorsten Ingelof!. 

Book Reviews 
I FILATE·LISTENS VARL·D: 

Nils Strandell's new 290 page book "I Filatellstens Varld" (In The Phila
telist World), published by Wahlstrom & W 'ldstrand In Stockholm, is one of 
the most interesting book<s on Philatelic Adventurns or M.lsadventures ever 
written, based on the author's long a nd interesting experience In the Philatelic 
realm. 

The author starts the first cha pter with h'!s boyhood adventure in the hobby 
and• his first dealings with the professional, Georg Zechmeyers, after this brief 
introduction h e carries the read er on throughout the Philatelic World of byigone 
days, when great stamp finds were made, also making your acquaintan<:e with 
fam·ous and eccentric collectors, such ·as Count Ferrari and others, counter, 
feiters, various well-known stamp frauds, etc., bringing us up to date· with the 
"Century of the Postage Stamp" and International Exhibitions, all written In 
a ma,sterful and fascinating manner, e nding the book with the author's present 
activities in the Postal-museum in Stockholm. 

It Is regrettable that th is book, wh'.ch is of great interest to both the init
iated Philatelist as well as the novice has not as yet been translated into the 
English language, as I am certain lt would find a large following In the Engllsh 
speaking world. 

Price: paper cover edition Swedish Kr. 25.00, <:loth bound Sw. Kr. 34.00. 

NORWAY PLATINGS: 
Bllligs Philatelic Rand'book, volume DC, contains a r·emarkably well written 

and richly .illustrated study of the plating of Norway No. 1, as well as the plat
ings of the 3, 4 and 8sk stam·ps of 18'57. These studies that have previously 
appeared in print in various publications, such as "S.tamps," "The Collectors 
Club Philatelist," "The Posthorn" and leading foreign publications, have been 
compiled by .such famous s tudents o.f philately ·as J. J :elJstad, Abr. Odfjell and 
Dr. Justus Anderssen, with the a,ssistance of Harry L. Lindquist and a host of 
other specialists in early Norway. 

Mr. Billig has done a splendid job to get all of this mucq valued maijerial 
within the cove rs of one of his now famous handbooks and we would recommend 
this as a MUST to all collectors O"f Norway. 

Cloth bqund edition $4. 00; (Fritz Billig, Jam8..ica 3, N. Y.) 
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SCANDINAVIAN CATALOGUES: 
Harry Wennbergs specialized Sweden 1855-1948; makes its appearance in 

the English la n guage, having been translated by Dr. N ils Stalhandske. There 
are a great m any improvem ents in thi s n ew English edition as it also prices· 
stamps in °bloc1"s of four as well as on the original covers. We do not wish to 
quarrel with the editors of this fine catalogue,. but note t h a t stamps on the 
.original· covers of the firs t an d second issu e as we ll as the Stockh olm locals 
are only priced at l 'h to 2 times the price of the stamps off cov er . It has been 
our experience tha t nice c lean covers of this period are getting increasingly 
more popular and in many case·s are bringing as high as 15 t o 20 times 1.h e 
·price of the stamps off cover. Notwithstanding, the catalogu e is well edited 
and r eflects the true retail value of Swedish ·stamps in the present market, a nd 
as such should be a MUST to all Swedish collectors. 

Paper bound e diti on Swedish Kr. 5. 40 (H. L . Lindquist, 2 vV. 46th St., New 
York 18, N. Y.) 

Facit 1949; a specialized retail catalogue of Scandinavia, printed in Swed
ish, conta ins a n·umber of changes and price revisions. As in prev ious editions 
the prices in most instan ~es r eflect t h e true market values, h owever, the li s tings 
imv e been jumbled "a la Scott," n amely that a ll stamps of a similar design have 
heen listed under one heading regardless of date of issue. This may be helpful 
to the novice collector a nd also save p rinting spa·ce, but to the adva nced col
lector and specialis t this is confusing to say the least. 

A helpful inno vation h as been ad ded in a four la n guage cross index of Phil
a t e lic t erms (English, French, German and Swedish). This glossary will be 
h elpful to collectors not familiar with the Swedish langu age. 

·We r ecommend th is catalogue as a fine h a ndbook a n d price list on Scan
dinavian s tamps. 

Price $1.25 p ost free (C. E. Pelander, 545 l<'ifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y.) 
Carl E. Pela nder. 

Nordan 1949; This the pioneer of specialized Scandinavian catalogu e, for
m ·erly known as "DAN," but after ch a n ge of ownership re ~hristen ed to "NOR
DAN," is still going s trong, a nd in spite of several rumors regarding its death, 
Ls now out with its 1949 edition, corrected a nd improved w ith over 50 add ed 
pages richly illustrated. Besides listing a nd pricing stamps and their specia l
'ized varieties, this h andbook carries an ext ensive listing of cancellations, that 
has· proven ve ry useful to collectors. In s hort this i s the most comprehensive 
.Scandinavian catalogue ever issued a nd is liked by t h e specialist as w ell as the 
noviece. As in every catalogue some of the pri ~es could come under c loser 

·scrutiny. 
Another dealer- catalogue is th e "Viking Scandinavia n Catalogue." This 

Ii.st is nicely illustrated an d in a handy size, howe v er, the publishers seem to 
be unable to m ake up their mind if they should issue a specialized h andbook 
or a commercia l list, with the result that this is n eithe r. The prices in this cat
alogue are well in line with the publish ers' needs. 

""The number of competitive catalogues published in Swede n , has left the 
Philatelic Society no p eace until a price -list has been supplemented to the ir 
•splendid "Handbook of Swedish Stamps." To offset the mu ch criUcized re
numbering in the last edition of the Handbook, the price -list furnishes both the 
old and the n ew numbers. This price list was most unfortunate a nd should 
have been le ft to the professionals, because a s it is now, the collectors are in
fluenced by thesi:; listings and th e professionals refuse to sell them at these 
ridic ulous prices. In most cases dea lers are h appy to pay full prices quoted, 
especially for the modern issues. 

Summing up the situation as it is to-day, the Swedish catalogue business 
is in a bit of a tangle, and it is hoped that within a nother year all the chaff 
will be weeded out. 

Thorsten Inge!off. 

(Any of these catalogues may be h ad, as w ell as Mr. Strandell's book, from 
Thorsten Ingeloff, Postfack 597, .Stockholm, Sweden.) 

When ordering any of these ibooks,. please m ention The Posthorn, 
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Charles Henry Johnson 
by Carl E . .Pelander 

Dr. Charles H. Johnson 

As I sat at the service of my old friend Charles Henry Johnson, in the vast 
Grand Lodge Room, and listened to the opening rem a rks of the eulogy deliv
ered by Past Grand Master Frocssel "A GIANT OAK HAS FA·LLEN," I felt a 
vo.id in m y heart a n d lrnew that I as w e ll a s the world h a d lost a friend th a t 
would be i rrepla ceable. Seldom does a man create th e m ultitude of friends, 
trom the crowned heads of Europe to the friendless individuals he helped re
habilitaite, as "Charlie" d id, and this was clearly evident at this service att end
ed by a host of peoples from all walks of life. 

Born in Brooklyn, N. Y., 78 years ago, of Danish par en ts, he wa,s obliged to 
IP.ave public school at the age of twelve . During his apprenticeship as a n. of
fice boy and stenographer h e decided t o study for the ministry. With this in 
mind he entered Harvard Universi ty at a n age when most m en had long since 
finished sch ool. H e r e he •Secured his B. A. degree cum laude, and la t er he r e 
ce•ived his degree Bachelor of Sacred Theology from Boston University. Later 
in life Alfred U n ive r s ity conferred upon him the honorary d€gree of D octor of 
Laws. 

H is wor k as a minister was rather shortlived a nd instead he found t hat 
w elfar e w orJ( was m ore to h is liking. T h is beca,m e hi.s life work a nd soon es 
tablis hed h im as the leading authority in the care of wayward child ren, mental 
defectives and generally underprivileged offenders against our penal la ws. 
His ma,ny lectures and several books on t hese subjects a r e all outst anding: 
His rapid rise in this chosen profession was remarkable, and after s erving as 
D eputy W·arden in S ing Sing P r ison , h e was appointed N ew York State Com
m ission er of Social Welfa re · (1916 - 32). .s erving under D emocratic as well as 
R epublican administrations. During this period he made his home in Albany, 
N. Y. 

I n the fraterna l order of F r ee and Accepted Masons, his. rise was as rap id 
as it w a,s in w elfare work. He was raised a Master Mason In 1911, .six years 
lat er h e served as District Deputy Grand Master a nd in 1930 he wa s elected 
Grand Master of the State of Tew York. At the end of his t erm, in 1932, h e 
was appointed Grand Secretary, which office he held u n til 1947, when he r e 
t ired with th e r a nk of Grand Secretary Emeritus. H is w o1·k within the craft 
is so w e ll known a nd so vast that it would fill volu mes. A m ong the many well 
lmown accomplishments is that of forming the first Masonic. LQdges in Finland, 
following t hat country's independence, a lso among t h e latest honors bestowed 
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on him was the Medal of Liberation presented to him by the late King Chris
tian X of Denmark. 

/From his early boyhood days "Charlie's" interes t in stamp collecting as a 
bobby never left him and a t his death his modest beginning had grown to an 
impressive 4.5 volume collection. Naturally his m a in interest was in the stam-p.s 
of United! States a nd Scandinavia,. but later h e a lso f.o rmed a specialized col
)ection of the N·ear East, which was due to his organization of Masonic Lodges 
m Lebanon and Syria. Bes·ides. these Bpecia !lzed g roups, h e was also one of the 
f.ew remaln·lng general collectors, this part Of his collection being strongest In 
Central Europe, Netherlands and Colonies. In my long association with "Cha r
lie," I have yet to find a more enthusiastic coll ec tor of stamps. H e loved 
sit.amps for what they m eant to him, no t for their intrinsic value and would sit 
and gloat over a penny ·stamp as much as he would over a stamp va lued at a 
hundred dollars, to him both stamps were of equal importance. I a m certain 
that his enthusiasm was r esponsible for hundr·eds of new collectors as seldom 
did a day go by without some new victim being initiated into the mysteries of 
philately. 

"Charlie" was a well kno wn figure in the S. C. C., being one of its pion ee r 
member.a, his number 13 was of his own choice as h e was entitled to an e ven 
lower number. His last public appearance before the m embership was his talk 
<.n reli-ef work in war-torn Europe, after his Inspection tour of these ·countries 
on behalf of our Government. He was also one of the organizers of the Ma son·ic 
Stamp Club of New York and was for many years a member of the Conectors 
Club. 

His life was not without its trag·ed1es, because in 1918 he lost his only son 
Lt. Orville J ohnson at Chateau -Thierry, while he was serving with the 26th 
"Yankee Divlsion" during W orld War I. During the past th r ee years his h ealth 
was gradually fall!ng, yet he always minimized his own condition a nd even 
then was always willing to extend a h elping hand to someone in n eed. 

Mr. Froessel ended up h is eulogy with a mo.st fit ting r emark, which I knew 
only too well to be true; 

"He was not afraid of death, for he recognized that 
'Death 'B· but a path that must be trod 
If m a n would ever pass to God' 

"He now belongs to the ages, an d to our precious memories." · 

New Members 
Resident 

5-47 Erneirt J. Raberg, 918 East 27th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. (Scan.) 

Non-Resident Members 
MO Philip R. Grabfield, 12 Bolton Gardens, Bronxville, N. Y . 
. r;u Rolf Gummesson , Kungsgatan 55, ILI, Stockholm, Sweden (I .-D.W.I.) 
54'2 Mrs. Inge·borg Gade Frick, 7 Grai.gie Circle, Cambridge, Mass. (Gen.) 
5'4'3 A. James W enn erm a rk, 7-5· South Fitzhugh St .. Rochester, N. Y. (Scan.) 

·54:~ Warren Brody, 38 Crescent Ave., Gra ntwood, N. J . (Scan. on and off cover) 
5415· ·Rober.t D . Shannon, P . 0. Box 72, Fort Logan, Colorado (Scan .) 
f.'46 John A. Olson, 1019- 6.th Ave., Council Bluff, Iowa (U. S.-S'Can .) 
6'48 M. Luydwegt, Boerhavelaan 56a, Schiedam, Netherla nds (U.S.-C'an.-.S.-D.) 
5'49 Axel Leaf, Box 431, Buckley, Wash. (Scan.) 
5•50 Hans Stendahl, Namso.s, Norway (U. S. Commems-N.) 
5511' Mrs. Stiena E. Benson, 173 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. (S .-U.S.) 
6512 T. J . Hellste n, 135 p hio Ave., W. Springfield, Mass. ('F.-D.-N.) 
6'5'li 'Robert H . Davis, 2338 Highbury Ave., Los Angeles 32, Calif. (Scan.-U.S. 

N.Z.-Australia-Fr.Col.) 

DON'T F'ORGE·T YO.UR DUES FOR 1949. Send it now. See page 9 for details. 
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New and Recent Issues 
by Thorsten lngeloff 

DENMARK 
1948 

Supplementing the new King Frederik IX Issue. 

Page 21 

Engraved Unwatermarked Perf. 13 
25 ore brown (Oct. 21, 1948) 
30 ore or ange yellow (Nov. 18, 1948) 

Other values tha:t are still plann ed for th is series are 35, 40, 45, 50, 60 an d 75 ore. 

FlN'LAND 
July 1948 

Change of colors of the Lion Type StamPs. 
Typographed Un watermarked 

6 mk green ..... . .. .. . ... . . for printed matter 
7 mk orange . . . . . . . . . . . . domestic post cards 
9 mk red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . foreign post card rate 

12 mk violet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Domestic letters 
15 mk blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fore ign Jette~s 

Brev!ously reported: 
24 mk maroon . . . . . . . . . . domestic registry rate 

September 13th 1948 
Anti Tuberculosis Issue 

Perf. 14 

Srt.amps of the previous T. B. Issue of 19 47, surcharged with new val ues. 
The s urta x on these stamps is used to comba t the spread of tuberculosis. 

7 mk+2 mk / 6 mk +l.50 mk red 
1'5 mk+3 mk / 10 mk+2.50' mk brown 
24 mk+6 mk I 20 mk+5 mk dull violet 

October 2nd 1948 
Bible Commemorative Issue 

Eingraved Unwa terma rked Perf. 14 
Jissued in commemoration of the 400th a nniversary of the tra nsla tion of the 

New T estament into the Finnish langua.ge by Michael Agricola . 
7 mk dark r ed violet 12 mk blue g reen 

Michael Ag ricola (1508-57) , was a religious reformer and disciple of Ma rtin 
Luther. He was known as the father Of Finnish literature and wrote many 
books both spiritual and secular, in the Finnish la nguage. His most noteworthy 
aich!·evements were the translation of the first reader and the Bible into Finnish. 

Oct. 15th 1948 
Sveaborg Issue 

Commemorati-ng the found'fng of the fortre:ss Sveaborg in 17 48, once known 
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as the Gibraltar of the North, but now of little military value, except for its 
historical background. 
b'n.graved Unwatermarked 

12 mk dark green (entrance to the fortress) 
Oct. 27th 1948 

Philatelic Exhibition Issue 

Perf. 14 

Commemorating the International Philatelic Exhibition in Helsinki. 
Engraved Unwatermark:ed Perl'. 14 

12 mk blue green (150,000 issued) 
For illustration and further information see special article regarding this 

stamp in this i-.ssue. 
ICELAND 

Engraved 

Engraved 

NORWAY 

September 1948 
Un watermarked 

10 Kr. yellow brown (Karlsefni) 

December 3rd 1948 
Mt. Heckla Issue 
Unwatermarked 

12 our violet black 
25 aur gPeen 
35 aur rose carmine 
50 aur brown 
601 aur ultramarine 

1 Kr. yellow brown 
10 Kr. gray violet 

December 1st 1948 

Perf. 111h 

Perf. H 

'The 1945 Red Cross stamp 20 ore+10 ore red (Scott B42) has met with less 
popular success than anticipa,ted. ln order to meet with the increased · postal 
rates, remainders of this stamp will be surcharged in black. 

25 ore+5 ore / 20 ore+10 ore red (Red Cross Nurse) 

In Memoriam 
It is with deep r egret we report the loss of three of our members, who have 

passed to the great beyond. Philately has suffered a great loss in their passing 
away. 

Swante W. Moller 

Swante W. Moller (353), passed away at his home after a long illness on 
June 4th 1948 at the age of 56. He is survived by his wife and one son. 

Mr. Moller was greatly interested in the activities of the S. C. C., and had 
planned on forming a chapter of the organization in the San Francisco area, 
only poor h ealth prevented this from materializing. 

Edwin P. Seebohm 

Edwin P. S.eebohm (470) at the age of 69 passed away at the home of his 
brother in Burlingame,. Calif. 

Mr. Seebohm was one of America's pioneer stamp dealers and auctioneers 
having organized his business in 1908. Due to his genial personality and honest 
uealings he soon ranked as one of the outstanding dealers on th e pacific Coast. 
He was a member of the Collectors Club and other lea ding philatelic organiza
tions, as well as the Swedish National Stamp Society. 

We are happy to note that Mr. Seebohm's able assistant Mr. Roy Taylor, 
who has b een with him since 1927, will continue the business. 

Charles Henry Johnson 

Charles Henry J ohnson (13), after a brief illness, passed away on October 
28, 1948. He is survived by his wife Mrs. Mary B. Johnson. 
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A Letter from the Editor 
You may ha ve wonder ed why The Posthorn was omi t t ed for October? The 

editor of this publication fee ls that an apology is due, but it was impossible to 
get the issue out due to lack of suitable material. Both Mr. Pihl a nd yourst 
~ ruly have written a ll over this country,. as well as abroad, for .suitable mater
ial, but without any noticeable r esul ts . We have a lso urged the officers of the 
various c hapters t o request their m embers to write and contribute to this mag
azine and we trust that something will r es ult from a ll of this. 

I doubt if m a ny of you r ealize the work and difficulty it is to g ive you 16 
pages of solid meat every th ree m onths, without inserting a lot of tripe. The' 
editorial w-0rk and typing a lone takes several S undays and Holidays for each 
issue, which could and should be used in other chann els. Then it must be seen 
to that the m aterial is sent to the printer, the maili ng of close to 600 p ieces a nd 
typin g or stenciling envelopes, yes it is quite a j ob, with out worrying about the 
mate ria l besid es. 

It is over five year s since I started The Posthorn, whi.ch has been acclaim ed 
second only t·o the Collectors Club Philatelist. The work, I aiss ure you, has 
been gratifying a nd has given me a gr.eat deal of pleasure, because I feel m y 
efforts, such as they've been , have not been in vain , as I have seen the S. C. C. 
gTOW from a m er e handful of members to an impressive 550· plus and now that 
increasing pressure of my business prevents me from continuing, I feel satis
tied that I am turning over this jo b to a man who is well qualified in every wa y. 

I trust that the membership will get behind the n ew editor Mr. Carl H. Pihl 
and Ms board of assistants to help and continue to make this the outstanding 
club or.gan in the United States, because it is yours a nd without you it cannot 
continue. 

With this I want to thank you all for the help you have extended me in the 
past five years, and also wish you one and all A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
~EW Y·EAR ! Carl E. Pelander 

Club News 
In Septem ber the clu b again resumed its general activities with an informal 

~howing and a general get-together gathering. 'l'he October meeting was set 
as ide for a showing of French Rail -Road postmarks by David Bull. This was 
:rnrely a treat to a ll of us and proved that Dave is a philatelist of first rank. 

The November meeting had Bill Foulk as g u es t speaker, •Showing a mag
nificent lo t of early Denmark, Norway and Finland stampless covers. We were 
h a ppy to have our old friend and member Abr a ham Odfje!l from Norway pres
ent at this m eeting. Perhaps the most instructive and interesting part o·f this 
meeting was the informal discussions and interpretations by various m embers 
on the different types of pos.tmarks that were shown on Bill's covers. 

The December meeting being the Annual Meeting of the club, the slate that 
had been presented at the November meeting was voted upon. 

The following officers were elected for 1949: 
Robert W. Scherer .. . . ...... President 
Vi' . F . Foulk . . . . . . . . . . Vice - President 
Albert Tate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 

Elm Park, Irvington, N. Y. 
George Wiberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T'reasurer 

45 East 85th St., New York 25, N. Y. 
Einar Ernst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Librarian 
Carl H. Pihl .. Editor of The Posthorn 

Associate Editors: C. E. Pelander, H. M. Konwiser, Carl E. Buyer, Eric Hallar. 
For t h e Board of Governors, to serve for three years: 

Frank W. Maybury 
T o fill the unexpired term of W. F. Foulk: 

Ferrars H. T ows 
After the election a showing was made by Carl E. Pelander of the lat~ Dr. 

Charles H. Johnson's gold medal collection of the Associate Group of Finland, 
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which was generally well received by those present. 
We were all happy to see one of our youngest members, Henry Redfield of 

Hartford, Conn., present. Mr. Redfield will soon celebrate his 84th bir thday. 

REPORTS FROM CHAPTERS 
The only two of our Chapters that have reported regularly to us are the 

Philadelphia and De troit chapters. We would like to hear from the others as 
well so as to let the m embership a t large know of your activities. Secr·etaries 
i:: .hould send t hei r r e ports directly to the Editor of this magazine. 

Philadelphia Chapter No. 2 
Mr. J. D . Peterson, secretary of the chapter reports. that meetings were 

held all through the summer. At the June mee ting tbe roving Ambassadors of 
the S. C. C., W. F . Fou lk and }<'rank Maybury, visited the chapter and were en 
tertained for dinne r by Mr. and Mrs. G. A. von Gross. A t the meeting Mr. 
Foulk showed parts of his famous Denmark collection. The July meeting was 
a picnic b eld on the la wn of the h11me of the secretary Mr. Peterson at Lans
downe, Pa. At th e Sepa d show herd in November the chapter had their usual 
club exhibit. 

Detroit Chapter No. 3 
Mr. Wm. Saren.ius, secretary of the chapter reports a very active season of 

this live cha1)ter. At the June meeting the following officers were elected: 
A. E. Anderson . . .......... President 
.Oliver Wan tin . . . . . . . . Vice-President 
Wm. Sare·nius . . . . Secretary-Treaisurer 

917 K ensingto n Rd., Detroit 24, Mich. 
At the October meeting Mr. Blinn reported on the SPA convention where 

Chas. W. Johnson won the Stephen G. Rich trophy for best foreign exhibit, 
early specialized Finland , second award went to William Sarenius (SPA re 
hearcb) for Finland 1856-85,. Mr. Blinn was awarded a third for his showing of 
U. S. Private Perfora tions. At the November meeting the roving ambassadors 
(W. F. Foulk and F. Maybury) cam e to ·spoil the tra nquility of this chapter. 
After being duly din ed and wined (ed itors note ) , Bill showed some early Den
mark a nd Finland, need more be said. From a ll r e ports of this meeting we 
know a w·onderful time was had by all. The November meeting had a new 
wrinkle added, in .the feeding of tbe mem bers by their host, prior to the meet
ing. Thi s surely will bring out the m embers , as I know that food more than 
stamps will bring them out. W e here in New York wonder just what would 

· happen if we duplicated this feat, no doubt a 100 % attendance would result. 
Just think of it feeding 125 bungry people? 

Philander the Phunny Philatelist Says: 
lit isn 't phunny the way some dealers will phool the unsuspecting non-col

lsctor who comes int·o their shop. My Uncle Phreddie, that's the one who 
doesn't drink (water), was sco·uting around for a Norway Num·ber One (which 
I need for my collection) as a Christmas present for me. Do you know what 
ha;>pened? This guy talks him into buying a defective c·opy of Norway Number 
One and soaks him 85 clams (dollars) for it. He told him it was a VEJRY RARE 
stamp on account of the lion had two paws where one was supposed to be. 
Doublephoot, I think h e called it. N•OW I don't believe this for a minute and 
sort of hate to put this stamp into my a lbum because, even if I s·ay so myself, 
l am pretty phussy about condition. I would appreciate any readers who . are 
Norway collect·ors and know about this to write and advise me if two lions' 
J)aws are better than one. CAVEAT EMPTOR! 

WANTED 
Article s are n eeded for Th e Posthorn if we are to continue publication . 

Read "A Letter from .the Editor" on page 20. All mater.ial for future issues 
should be s ent to: Carl H. Pihl, 77 Amherst Road, AlbErotson, N. Y. or to Carl 
E. Peland<e r, 545 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. y. • . 

.. , .. 1 'I 


