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The German Fieldpost Offices in Norway, Denmark and 
Finland during World War II 

By Frederick A. Brofos ( 497) 

In the .period following the Germa:n invasion of Norway on April 9, 1940 and 
until the Liberation on May 7, 1945, tweruty-twro German fieldpo.st offices 
were in operation in Norway .servicing the occupation forc·es and the quantities 
of trnop·s that were trained in winter-warfare before being .sent .to fight the 
Bol.sheviks on the Eais•tern Front. Two German FPO's are known to ·have 
operated in Denmark, and .s·even others in Finland. Ten more FPO'S have 
been traced to Scandinavia, but .the •actua;l country in which they were loca ted 
is still a mystery. In all, a total of 40 different German fieldpost offices acre 
Imown to have operated at one time or another in Scandinavia. 

The German ·field'postmarks used in Scandinavia wer·e CYf .the same cha~·
actecris•tic ·type a.s thos.e used elsewhere. They may be divided into 2 main 
types: 1) FELDPO&r-wide spacing and round "0"; 2) FELDPOST-narrow 
spacing and oval "0". Each office had its •special distinguishing number 
which appeared ahead ·of, and on line with, the date in the :postmark. Un
fortunately, these number.s appear ·on.ly in •the postmarks u sed on registered 
letters, and .registra.tion wa•s restricted to official business. For .security' 
reasons the FPO number was omitted when the posti:1ark was used on ordi
nary mairl and the symbols "---" or "000" put in their place. It is difficult 
to determine the origin of 00vers in ths category unless other markings 
provide clues. !Even ·the date in the postmark is -often of importance, a.s many 
FPQ'§ w~e n<rt lQoo.tW. ?rH ·the Hme in Nw1v~r b\l't nwvaj thflre fr1>m1 ~ frqm 
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rthere to, am>ther country. If thm·e wer·e several postmarks at a fieldpost 
office, these were generailly dfating1uished by lebter.s: a, b, c, d, ·etc., which 
appeaTed just under the woTld FELDPOST. 

An de.~ 

~ri !ht de1· Die110ts ~lle 

Pa h!poai - :rr. 41 282 

Fig. 2 

Unlike American APO maiil which was addressed to the appropriate Army 
Post Office number, mail to the WehTmacht was not addressed to the num-, 
ber.ed Germ.an Fieldipost Offices but to the unit fieldpost number. Every 
German troop unit or oommand office 1had its special fiel<lpo·st number, and 
thi,s appeared in i ts official ,l etteT~seal or "Briefstempel". This metal or 
IiubbeT ,stamp with its identifying number was apploied as a frank to ·all out.
g-oing mail , both official and private. T:he fieldpo·st number in the Ietter-seal 
had five figures, and sometimes an additional letter to distinguish 'subsidiary 
uni,ts, for ex. A, B, C, or a, b, c. Higher letters like N, P, S, U-G, H-V-St 
denoted ccmnected but not subsidiary units of the Wehrmacht. Fieldpost 
number·s with the prefix letter "L" were Luftwaffe (Air Force) uni.ts, a~d 
"M" wer.e Krieesmarine (Navy) units. Those without ·such prdix letters 
were .generally Army units. 

~@® 
Fig. 3 

Of paTticular interest ar·e the .sp·ecial control marks wMch were applied to 
mail address1ed to German soJ.diers that the GeTman Fieldpo·st received for de
liv·ery from civilian pos·toffices in NoTway. These marks were also occasion
ally applied to mail, written by the German military t-0 Norwegian civilians 
«>r f.irms, and handed over by •the German Fieldpost to the Norwegian postal 
authorities for final dis tribution. Three diff.erent marks have been noted, all 
of which were applied in red. The FN stood for: Feldpost No.rwegen. Of FN 
type 1, the earliest ·daie seen was from Sept. 11, 1942 a nd the lates t from De~. 
1, 1943. For FN 1type 2, t he eadiest date noted was Jan. 4, 1944 and the late;t 
Oct. 5, 1944. I :have seen on ly one cover with FN type 3-dated Jan. 9, 1944. 

A similar contr·ol m aTk was appilied in red to mail of ithis type in Fin
land. Circular shaped, w ith a large F in the center (for Finland), and the 
word FELDPOST above, it was applied in Helsinki. 

T.he "Feldpostleits1teJ.le" was the transmis.sion and receiving office fo>r 
mail between the Germu-n Reichsp-0st and Feldpost .s;y.stems. The iHustratio:i 
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shows the frank ·stamp of the FeklpostleitsteUe in Os:lo. The sma1'1 Jett.er 
un<l1er the wreath is apparently an "O"-for Osfo. It appeared in re<l on a 
registered letter s·ent from FPO 459 (Oslo), dated Feb. 3, 1945, to Fp. n.r. 
41282 (Geri cht der Kommandantur, Osfo). 

Fig. 4 

In order fo ·limit the sending of fieldpost by airmail, a special stamp W81S· 

issued by the Germans on Apr·il 24, 1942. Four (later, eight) stamps a month 
were giv~m to soJ.diei·s· in Scandinavia, on the Eastern Front, in Greece and 
Norith Africa. Half of the stamps received were meant to be sent home for 
franking the replies. Picturing a German Messerschmidt plane, these stamp<; 
were orig ina lly printed at the Reichsdruckerei in Berlin. Clement* mentions 
(p. 33) that .special prfo1ting;s of these "Luftfeldpost" •sfamps wer.e made •Since 
1943 in Oslo and Tromsp (Norway) and in Rovaniemi (Finland). I believe 
thes•e were of t he serrated milky-blue variety, a-s I have such a ·stamp on a 
cover sent from Norway, dated March 1, 1945. The orig-in-al Berlin printings 
were apparently bright blue colored and perfora•ted. AH these .stamp:s had a 
pfate number and yea.r date at the bottom of the s1heet, and it would be in
teresting to know the plate numbers of ·tho.s.e printed in Seandinavia. 

The following J.isfa are for the most part based •on foe invaluable bo<>k 
<>n the German fieldpo.sts by Alfred Clement of Graz, Austria. 

As· win be ohs.erved, there are sti.11 •tern numbers whose country of origin 
needs to be traced, and It would alSio be of partiCJUlaT interest to determine the 
towns where the other numbers were us•ed. I would like to hear from anyone 
who .could .shed further light on the mll)tteT, however <lim. 
Bibliography: 
* "KJ.eines Handbuch ·der Deutschen Feklp•ost, 1939-45", by A. Clement, 1952. 
"Fernsprechveneichnis des Stando1ites Oslo", official publication of Wenr
machtnachTichtenkommam::lantur Os1o, 1941. 

List of German Fieldpost Offices that operated in Ne>rway 

FPO Letters in 
No. postmark: 
142 a 
199 abode 
234 abcdef 

252 abc 
346 abc 
353 abc 
356 abed 
436 abcdef 
459 abed fg 
467 ab al cl 
531 abed 

Office in 
operation: 
Sept. 43-Dec. 44 
Jan. 41-Sept. 44 
1342-Jun. 44 

Jul. 42-Jun. 44 
Dec. 40-Sept. 42 
Sept. 43-Nov. 44 
Nov. 41-Nov. 43 
Sept. 44-Dec. 45 
May 41-Aug. 44 
Dec. 40-Nov. 44 
1942'-Nov. 44 

Date and location: 
1943-Norway 
1943/44-N orway 
1941-0slo, Norway 
(1942/43-Tuntsa, Finland) 
1943-N orway 
1940/ 42-Norway 
1943/44-Norway 
1943-Norway 
1943/44( ?)-Oslo, Norway 
1941 /45~0slo, Norway 
1942/43-Kristiansand S., Norway 
1941/ 44( ?)-Oslo, Norway 
·(1944-Balkanis) . ·- _ ......... ·! . 
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545 
579 
612 
76'5 
767 

779 
856 
875 
950 
955 
996 

FPO 
No. 
317 
877 

FPO 
No. 
228 
234 

279 
537 

677 
688 
338 

FPO 
No. 
120 
208 
257 

360 
409 
476 

738 

abed j 
a cl 
abe 
abcdefg 
abcdefgh 

abe 
abcdef 
abe al 
abcdefgh jk 
abedefg 
abcdef 

Mar. 41-1945 
Oct. 43-Sept. 44 
Mar. 41-Dec. 43 
Jul. 42-Aug. 44 
Jan. 41-Aug. 44 

Sept. 42-Sept. 44 
Maroh 40-Mar. 44 
Jul. 41-Jan. 45 
Mar. 41-0ct. 43 
Nov. 43-Mar. 45 
Mar. 40-Dec. 44 

1941/45 Fauske (near Bodfil) Norway 
· 1943-Norway 

1941/43-Norway 
1943-N-orway 
1942/ 44-N orway 
(1941-France( ?) 
1942/ 44- 0.slo, Norway 
1944( ?)-Norway 
1941/45-Norway 
1941143-Norway 
1943-Norway 
1940/ 43-Bergen, Norway 

List of German Fieldpost Offices that operated in Denmark 
Letters in Office in Date and 
postmark: operation: loca tion: 
abcdefg Oct. 41-Aug. 43 1942-Denmar k (Copenhagen?) 
abcdef May 41-Jul. 44 1942/ 43-Copenhagen, Denmark 

List of German Fieldpost Offices that operated in Finland 
Letters in Office in Date and 
postmark: operation: location: 
abcde 1942-0ct. 44 1942/ 43-Kemi, Finland 
abcdef 1942-Jiun. 44 1942/ 43-Tunitsa, Finlimd 

(1941- 0slo, Norwa y) 
abed Apr. 42-Sep.t . 44 1942/ 44- Finland 
abcde ik 1940-Sept. 44 1941/ 42- Rovaniemi, Finland 

(1940/ 41-France; 1944 Italy) 
abed Sept. 41-Dec. 43 1941-North Finland 
abe Sept. 41-Apr. 43 1941/ 43-North Finland 
abcdef March 40-0ct. 44 1942/ 44-Finland 

List of German Fieldpost Offices that operated in Scandinavia 
Whether in Norway, Denmark or Finland, unknown so far. 

Letters in Office in Date and 
postmark: operation: location: 
abc Dec. 40-0ct. 44 1942/44-Scandinavia 
abed July 42-Mar. 44 1942/ 43-Scandinavia 
ab Jul. 41-Sept. 43 1943-Scandinavia 

abcdef g 
abe 
abcde 

abcdef h 

Oct. 41-Dec. 43 
Od. 40-N ov. 43 
Feb. 41-Feb. 45 

Sept. 41-Sep·t. 44 

803 abc 
850 a 
867 abed 

Apr. 44-May 44 
Feb. 42-Jul. 44 
Oct. 40-May 44 

(1941-France) 
1943-Scandinavia 
l !J42-Scandinavia 
1941-Scandinavia ( ? ) 
( 1944/ 45-Balkans) 
1943-Scandinavia 
(1941-Holland) 
1944-Scandinavia 
1944-Scandina via 
1942-Scandinavia 

Note 
Unfortmnately lack of .space 1in this issue has forced us to omit a numb<:rr 

of items. New issues will be fully covered in the October issue. J. D. Peter
son's articles on Sweden~s, First Postal Cards< will be compl-eted as well as 
continuation of F. A. Brofos on Norwegian Postal Sitaitionary. Further in
formaition has been obtained for Iisitings. of Books and Journa ls on Scandin3.
vian Stamps, and will be induded at that time. 
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1917-First Issue 

Finland 1917 Lion Type Issue 
By George Wiberg (177) 

( C-0ntinued) 

Perf. 14. The 40 p. value is ailoo known perf. 1414-14%. 

.... II 

In printiirng .the 1 mk. value, three differ·ent plates wasi employed for printing 
the frame and two for the Lion, creating 4 types: Idenitifying the different 
types seems to cause no ond of trouble to most coI!ectore, as the differenc:is 
are only minor. In Parmi's Firnnish Ca<ta:logrue t hey are described as follows: 
Type I-Lettering and numerals narrow, wavy J.ines solid, 

" 2-Lettering and numerals thicker, wavy lines broken, 
" 3~Lettering and numerals same as in type 1 with ·sihar.p colored outlines 
" 4-Same as type 3 with lion re-engraved. 

5, 10, 2·0, 25, and 50 penni values withdrawn June 1, 1920, 40 penni Oct. 1, 1925. 
The 1, 5, and 10 mark values were valid for postage uilltil Jan. 1, 1931, wh~n 
aH .stamps of this design were renderPAI obsolete. 

5 penni green. Oct. 1, 1917-48,670,000 isslUed. PJates 1, 9, 14, 16, 25, 34. 
Varieties.: 
Glazed paper, rougih perf. 
10 penni carmine. Oct. 15, 1917. 
57,073,000-Pl. 2, 10, 19, 21, 29, 36. 
Varieties: 
Imperforate· (90), glazed paper, rough perf. 
PL var. #1---col<>r .spot in right "0" in 10 (44) 
PL var. #2-two small color lines in t he !.eft " 0" in 10. 
20 penni orange yellow, buff. April 19, 1918. 
13, 762,000-Pl. l 2, 20, 30. 
S•har.p perf. glazed paper. 
Pl. Var. #3-SmaU bump on Lions back. (9) 
25 penni blue. Oot. 25, 1917. 
22,116,000-Pl. 3, 11, 24, 31. 
Rough perf. 
40 penni lilac, vio:Iet. Dec. 18, 1917. 
57,415,000-PL 8, 15, 26, 37, 50, 51, 54. 
Perf. 141;~, -14 %, plate 37. vertically bisected, rnugh perf. 
% <>f mm·ginal wmk. •showing on the stamp. 
PL var. 4-Roseitte in front of crown covered by color and line through foe 
head of Li<>n (70) 
50 penni brown. N<>v. 20, 1917. 
20,946,000'-Pl. 4, 22, 2'8, 38. 
PL var. #5-Lion wi•th ruff.led mane, oolor Hne connects lower rosette a.no 
sword. (68) 
PL var. #6-Color line connecting lower r ight roseitte with the Lion (38). 

1 mark rose and black. Nov. 20, 1917. 
Tyipe I; brown carmine. Nov. 20, 1917. 
55.1 mil.-Pl. 6, 13, 23, 27, 41, 47, 66 
Tyf)e II; carmine rose. 1921/24. 
28.4 mil. Pl. 69, 72. 
Type III; pale rose. l!t22/24 
69.3 mil. P:!. 77, 79, 86, 87, 96. 
Type IV; bright rose. 1925. 
21.4 mil. P.l. 97. 
Varieties; gla.zaj pap~r (PI. #41) , mJrgina.l wmk. 



w 1. W II • 

.Perf. Perf. 
14 l~-14~ 

Wl W2 Wl W2 

lOp.- 0 0 

20p. 0 o · 

25p. 0 0 

30p. 0 0 0 
T.I 
40p. 0 0 0 0 

T.II 
40p. 0 o* 0 0 

SOp. 0 0 0 0 

60p. 0 0 I 

lm:-{. 0 0 0 0 

ltmk 0 0 0 0 

2mk. 0 0 0 0 

3mk. 0 0 

5rnlc. 0 0 0 0 

lO!Ilk 0 0 

*->C-
25mk 0 0 

*) Kno~n used only. Very scarce. 
i:·*) 25:nk. with ·wr TS"· quite scarce. 
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*) Known in used condition only. Very scarce. 
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5 mark. violet/ grayish black or black. Dec. 18, 1917. 
6,686,000--Pl. 7, 17, 32, 55, 74, 84. 
Rough perf., margfoal wmk. 

10 mark, brown/ grayish black or black. Nov. 11, rn17. 
1,5·76,400--PJ. 5, 18, 33, 56. 

1919 Provisional Issue: 
Dec. 10, 1919. 
Four values of the 1917 issue surc•harged with ·new values, perf. 14. All val
ues of rthis issue a-re also known with ·sharp perforation. Ren<iered obsolete 
Aug. 1, 1925. Numerous breaks of minor importance ar e found in the sur
charges on au values. 

1-0/ 5 penni, .green . 12,030,000-Pl. No. 34. 
20/ 10 penni, carmine . 8,727,000--PJ. No. 36. 
Variety: gla·zed paper. 
50/ 25 penni, blue. 5,484,000-Pl. No. 31. 
75/20 penni, oranr,-e ye llow. 13,138,000- Pl. No. 30. 

1919. New Colors : 
Re-issued in new colors:, pe;rf. 14; the 50 p. va lue is also known perf. 14 14-14 '!i. 
'l1his .perf. variet y is quite raire a s p1·obable less than two dozen copies g.re 
known to exist. It was1 not <iiscovered until about 1938, 20 year s after the 
sitamp was issued. The 10, 20 and 50 p. values were withdrawn Aug. 1, 1925, 
·the 5 p. and 25 p. values were vali<i fair postage until J an . 1, 1931. All values 
except the 50 p . are Jmown with sharp perf. 14. 

5 penni, gray. Dec. 24, 1919. 
39,713,000-Pl . NoS'. 40, 44, 48, 52, 68. 
10 penni, green. April 16, 1920. 
10,700,000-Pl. Nos. 42, 43, 49, 57. 
Varieties. Marginal wmk. Pl. vair. No. 1. (as previously <iesc·r ibed) 
20 penni, red. May 7, 1920. 
22,324,000-PJ. Nos. 45, ().3. 
Glazed. paper. Pl. var. No. 3. 

25 penni, light brown. Dec. 12, 1919. 
15,000,000--Pl. No. 39. 
IMPERFORATE HORIZONTA:LI.IY at the .top. 
Glazed paper. 
50 penni, blue. Jan. 15, 1920. 
15,034,000-Bl. Nos. 38, 46. 
Perf. 141,i-14%.. Glazed paper. MaTginaJ wmk. 
Pl. var. No. 5 and No. 6. 

Provisional issue of 1921. 
Lssued Feb. 10, 1921. Perl. 14. 30/10 and 60/ 40 p . values were valid for pos1ta.~e 
until .Alug. 1, l925. 90/ ,20 and 11h V50 were rendeired obsolete Jan. 1, 1931. 

30/10 penn~ green. 
16,000,000-Pl. Nos. 43, 49, 57. 
Sharp. perf. Marginal wmk. Pl. var. No. 1. 
60/ 40 penni, lilac, violet. 
7,485,000-Pl. No. 54 
Shifted overpr int . Offset printing ()f the overprint on the back. 
90/20 penni, red. 
4,841,000-Pl. No. 53. 
,Shif:ted overprint. Glazed paper. Pl. var. No. 3. Marginail wmk. 



, 1 Yzmk/50 penni, blue. 
, 14,300,000-P'l. No. 46. 

lMPERFORATE (200), Plate var. Nos. 5 and 6, Thin "2" in "~", oecux& 10 
times in each ·sheet, mar.ginal wmk, shifted ., verprint. 
1921. New colors and values. 
Unwmkd wove paper. Ped. 14. All values of this· ·iss.ue were valid for p<>l>tage 
until J ·an. 1, 1931, except the 2mk value, which wa·s withdrawn Aug. 1, 1925. 
10 penni, blue, chalky blue. 
April 13, 1921-31,158,000- plate Nos. 62, 75, 88. 
Plate var. No. 1. 
50 penni, olive green. 
July 6, 1921-25,215,000'--pla.tes Nos. 63, 81, 98. 
PJa;te var. Nos. 5 and 6. Rough perf. Marginal wmk. Glazed paper. 

60 penni, violet, lilac. 
Dec. 2, 192·1---45,27S,OOO-plate Nos. 67, 70, 73, 80, 83, 94. 
IMPERFORATE (400), plate No. 83. 
75 penni yellow. 
April 18, 1921---4,660,000- Plate No. 58. 
Sharp perf. 
2 mark, blue green or yellowish green/1grayis1h black. 
March 7, 1921---4,935;000- plarte Nos. 61, 64. 
Plate var. No. 7-Top rosette on Tight broken (5) . 
3 mark, pale blue/ grayish black, gray blue/ black. 
MaTch 7, 1921-4,925,000-plate Nos. 60, 65, 89. 
Plate var. No . 8-Line through "S" in "Suomi" (36). 
P·late var. No. 9-Line through "I" in "Finland" (6) 
25 mark, red/ orange yellow. 
March 7, 1921-379,000-plate No. 59. 
Marginal wmk. 

1922-25. New colors and additional values. 
Uriwmkd wove pape·r. Perf. 14. Re.ndeTed ohsolete Jan. 1, 1931. 
20 penni, brown. , 
June 28, 1924---4,400,000'--plate Nos. 90, 93. 
PJaite vaT. 3 (previous·ly described) 
Plate var. No. 10-Broken "O" in left "20". (66). 
30 penni, yellow green, olive green. 
June 9, 1923-15,011;000-plate Nos. 78, 85. 
40 penni, blue green. 
June 28·, 192·4---4,428,000-plate Nos. 91, 92. 
Plate var. No. 4. (70) 
1 mark, orange. 
Oct. 6, rn25-380,000--:-p1ate No. 104. 
2 mark, blue. 
Nov. 6, 1922-12,890,000'--plate Nos . 76, 82, 95. 
P•la.te var. No. 7 ( 5). 

1925-27. Watermarked Multiple Swastika. 

...... 

Perf . 14 and 14 14 -14%,. Two distinct .types of 40 penni value known, viz: 
Type 1 thin "40" and' Type II thick "40". (See illustration) For perforation 
aru:! wmk. positions .see chart. Rendered obsolete Jan. l, 1931. 
10 penni, dull ultramarine. 
Dec. 9, 1926-1,8·00,000-pla<te No. 117. 
Plate var. No. 1. ,:l - __ , ..... .... r • .,.. ,_._.. 



20 penni, brown. 
Oct. 6, 1925-4,000,000-plate No. 99. 
PJate var. Nos. 3 and 10. 
25 penni, orange brown. 
Feb. 1, 192~2,000,000-plate No. 105. 
30 penni, green, yellow green. 
Feb. 13, 1925-12,161,000-plate Nos. 100, 108. 
Offset printin~. 
40 penni, Type 1, blue green, dull blue green. 
Jan. 20, 1926--17,413,000-pilate Nos. 106, 109, 112, 115, 118, 122. 
P.Jate var. No. 4. 
40 penni Type II, dull blue green. 
1927-10,763,000-plate No. 126. 
50 penni, dark olive green. 
Oct. 6, 1926--9,982,000-plate Nos. 111, 125. 
Plate var. No. 5. Li-0ns mane retouched, but wi•th color line conneoting rosette 
with sword remaining. 
Plate var. No. 6. P late Number error "152". Diamond perf. 
60 penni, lilac. 
Oct. 6, 1925-10,000,000-plate No. 103. 
1 mark, orange. 
Oct. 6, 1925-39,442,000-plate No. 104. 
lYz mark, blue green/ violet. 
April 10, 1926--54,832,000 plate Nos. 110, 116, 119, 124. 
Plate var. No. 11---color ·spot in left "2" in "%" (71) 
2 mark, indigo blue. 
Oct. 12, 1925-9,987,000-p.Jate Nos. 102, 120. 
3 mark, chalky blue/grayish black. 
Jan. 31, 1926--4,980,000-plate No. 107. 
Plate var. Nos. 8 and 9. 
5 mark, violeUblack. 
June 12, 1925--4,580,000-plate Nos. 101, 113, 121. 
10 mark, orange brown/black. 
July 14, 1927-198.000-plate No. 114. 
25 mark, orange/yellow. 
July 14, 1927--40,200-PUi.te No. 123. 

1927-29. Watermarked Posthorns. 

-~. 

Perf. 14 and 1414-14%,. In printing of the 5 mark value the old as well as a 
second plate with l'e-engraved Lion was employed, thus creating two type'>. 
Severail of the wate•rJ!lark varieties are very rare. See chart for perf. and 
wmk. po·s.itions. Rendered obsole.te Jan. 1, 1931. Also, new plate with re
engraved frame was employed in printing the 3 mark value and plates with 
r e-engraved Lion for l1h, 10 and 25 mark va1ues. 
20 penni, brown. 
Feb. 23, 1929- 890.000-plate Nos. 147, 153. 
Pilate var. 3 and 10. 
40 penni type II, blue green . 
. Feb. 15, 1928-24,825,000-plate Nos. 136, 144, 151, 159. 
50 penni, olive green. 
June 22 1928--4,974,000-plate Nos. 140, 145. 
Plate var. No. 5. Lions• mane retouched as in prevdous issue. 
Plate var. No.··6. 

•. 

.. ---- ---- .. 

./ 
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1 mark, orange. 
Sept. 13, 1927-38,199,000-plate Nos. 128, 139, 141, 148, 158, 161. 
IMPERFORATE, 400 oopies known, plate 128, wa,termark 2. 
1 Yz mark, blue green/lilac. 
Feb. 2, 1928-55,749,00hplate Nos. 129, 142, 143, 152, 157. 
Plate var. 11 (71) 
2 mark, blue. 
J.uly 4, 1928-3,985,000-plate No. 138. 
Plate number error "13" insitead of 138. 
3 mark, ultramarine/black 
Sept. 13, 1927-4,98-0,000-pia·te Nos. 127, 146. 
5 mark Type 1, (old plate) violet/black 
March 8, 192'8-1,995,000-plate No. 137. 
5 mark Type II, violet/black. 
1929-594,000-pfate No. 160. 
10 mark, brown/black. 
Dec. 21, 1927-180,000-plate Nos. 132, 150. 
25 mark, orange/ yellow. 
Dec. 21, 1927-187,000-plate Nos. 133, 149. 
1929 Issue. 
Unwatermarked wove paper, with marginal wmk "Suomen Leimakonttorf' 
and "Finlands Stampelkontor". Perforated 14 and 1414-14%. Regularly used 
copies of •the 10 mark val,µe are quite .scarce as only 2100 copies was sold 
before all stamps of this design were rendered obso1lete on J·an. lsit, 1931. 
20 penni, red brown. Perf. 14%,-14%,. 
Dec. 12, 1929-395,000-plate No. 164. 
Plate var. No. 10. 
40 penni, Type II, bluish green. Perf. 14 and 14%A4%.. 
Nov. 5, 1929-4,441,950-plate No. 168. 
50 penni, olive green. Perf. 1414-14%, . 
Sept. 9, 1929-1,989,000-plate Nos1. 163, 167. 
Plate var. No. 5, retouched, as. previou1Sly described. 
Plate var. No. 6. 
1 mark, orange. Perl. 14. 
Sept. 10, 1929-2,047,22Q-plate No. 169. 
1 }'l mark, blue green/ lilac. Perl. 14 and 1414-14%,. 
Sept. 9, 1929-11,830,100-plate Nos. 162, 170. 
Plate var. No. 11. (71). 
2 mark, deep blue. Perl. 1414-14%. 
Oct. 8, 1929-494,000-pJate No. 166. 
10 mark, brown/black. Perl. 1414-14%. 
Nov. 16, 1929-96,000-plate No. 165. 
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In compiling thi.s article, the following reference works have been used: 
Severn! articles published in Suomen Postimerkkile)'lt i, (Finnish Stamp 

Magazine) 
J. R. Parmi's Finnish Stamp Ca-talo.gue, 
Po.stal Issues of Finla:nd by Carl E. Pelander, 
Korrigering av och komplettering till Kohls Briefmarken ihandbuch, 11 

auflage. By Erik Wa;hlstrom. PubHshed in Helsingfor·s Frimarksasmlare 
Forening"s 50 Anniversary Album. 

I am also very grateful for data ·anid' other valuable in:formatiO'll gathered 
by Lt. Col. Rainer Ahonius (503), which he graciously placed at my diisposal. 
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FIPEX Awards 
The many fine c0Heotion.s1 of the membern of •the Scandinavian Collec- · 

tors received cons·i<lerable attention in this •the g.reatest International Exhibi
tion, ·held at the Coliseum in New York, during April 28bh to May 6th, 1956. 

Best 20th Century Trophy Geo. Wiberg (Finnish Cancellations) 
To Mrs. Prentice Cromwell (General) Bronze Medals 

Gold Medal with Diamond J . U. Edgren (Sweden Pre-~mped 
William F. Foulk (Denmark) cov·ers) 

Arthur Heim (Congo) 
Gold Medals Vin oent Lopez (Air Mails) 

Gen . Robert J. Gill (Classic France) M. Miller (U.S. Stampless covers) 
Gen. Robert J. Gill (Classic Belgium) Dr. G. Philip Grabfield (Malta) 
Hans Lundberg (Early Classics) Dimitry Moore (Greece) 

Silver Gilt Medals Lt. Col. Roainer Ahoniu.s (Finnish 
Michael Miller (D. W. I. Classics) Field. Post) 
Mrs. P. Cromwell (U. S. 1901-07) John D. Peterson (Sweden) 
Goo. Robert J. Gill (St. Vincent) Carl H. Pihl (Norway 1856) 
Marcus White (U. S. Nesbit Is.sues) Capt. Robert W. Scherer (Iceland) 

Silver Medals Capt. R. W. Scherer (kela·nd Fl. Cov.) 
Barbara Mueller (U. S. History of Lauson II. Stone (Associate Group of 

Registration System) Finland) 
Carl E . Pelander (Tonga) Lauson H. Stone (Gr·eenland) 
Mrs. D. Stericker (Bi-eolored D.W.I.) Robert G. Stone (Guadeloupe) 
Lauson H. Stone (Sweden) Dr. A. Swenson (Sweden 1892-1910) 
Marcus White (Gr. Brit. Postal Stat.) Paul Vignos (Montenegro) 

The above picture was omitted by oversight from .the article "Early Nor
wegian Railroad Cancella·tions" in the April issue. It shows Norway's first 
locomotive, which ran between Christiania and •Eidsvold. This was the line 
which used the manuscript cancell;ition1s (illustrated in the aforementioned 
article) and the 1-ring postmark "HOVEDJERNB.: POSTEXP:". The loco
motive has been featured in the designs of the 45 ~re value of the 1947 ·postal 
jubilee set as w~!l ~~ th~ 20 ~re vl'!hrn of ·th~ !~o4 :t"forwegi~n. raHwar.s cen· 
tena.17 t~sue, · · 
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Staff of the Old Sleuth 

Well, did you miss r.1e in the last iss.ue ?-the editors wanted to keep the 
Posthorn clean, RO out I went * * * now I am back again with lots of savory 
tidbits abou t various goings on in the S. C. G. * * * "FIPEX" is now memory 
-bhat greatest of All International shows saw a great deal of our members, 
many serving on various committees, jury, etc. * * * one of the saddest things 
that could have marred t his great event was the sudden illness of our honorary 
member Abraham Odfjell, who was strieken with a coronary attack just ~e
fore the show * * * our lounge at the show was always well popula:ted with 
out of town members , those faithful in attending and answering questions in 
regaTds to the club were, Messer s Bendixen, Brofus, Reuter Lorenz, Summt>r
field and Tate. The four club frames also a ttr acted considerable attention, 
especially the splendid dis·play of B. Reuter-Lorenz; others who loaned .stamps 
for this display were Lauson Stone, Philip Gr abfield, Eric B. T. Kindquist, 
Fred Brofus, Carl H. Pihl, George Wiberg, Carl Werenskiold, Mr. Bendixen, 
David Summerfield, Leon Seaf and Albert Ta•te-in the club lounge we meet 
with many of our long dis•tance me;nber.s, among W•hom we can remember 
lovely Agda Pade, a·& chai·ming as ever - Kai Hansen, who, now that his 
girls are all over ·their accidents, is going to build a new home - Charlie Orgel 
and Paul Vignos (the bird watchers) were very much in evidence - Arthur 
Rydquist was all agog about those wonderful Swedish exhibits - Roger Swan
son and Dave Summerfield were .too busy swaping information on Iceland can
cels to even bo ther about the show - Bob Scherer just out of the hospital, 
was .the workhorse of the bin-room, he .sure '>did a great job - Eigil Rathje, 
Bill Stericker irnd Svend Y ort, highhatted mo.st of us, being on the jury -
Lauson Stone is making a ·special colledfon of " FIPEX" awar·ds, he only 60t 
three - Capt. Frederick Olausen had just one day at .the show-our special 
foreign correspondent or snoo·per, reports hii:i to be just now in Goo.se Bay, 
Labrador, wi1th a possibiJi.ty of going ;:;till further north .to Baffin Island and 
Foxe Basin-brrr! must be cold up there even now * * * and so I must forget 
"FIPEX" even tho I know several of our good members were overlooked • * • 
the next importa.nt Philatelic event that is close to us, is "FINLANDIA 1956", 
the S. C. C. has donated a special trophy for this &how-Mr. Arnstein Bernt
sen and Bernard Davis are representing our club on the International Jury. 
Several others are on .the various committees, a:mong •those most active are' 
Harry Walli and Lt. Col. Reinert Ahonius * * * when we last saw Bob Stone 
he was telling us about the magnificent mansion he w;i,s building in Virginia
must be money in that weather business * * * we a lso have a repoJJt that 
Toini Jarvinens daughter An1ne.Ji was recently married, congratulations, we 
hope to call you grand-ma the next time you come down to the club * * * our 
sympathy goes out .to our past President George Wiberg, whos>e wife has been 
ill for several months, we sincerely hope she will soon recover * * * the June 
meeting of the S. C. C. was held at the home of our President, Eric and Mrs. 
Kindquist in PoJJt Washington, L.I., it was a lovely day and> 21 members 
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showed up-all with good appetites, so •there was no lack of customers for 
the charcoal broiled hamburgeTS, hot dogs, coffee and Danish pastry served, 
not .to mention of the quantities of beer and soft drinks, for all this E ric and 
Carol were rewarded with a bouncing baby girl on June 29th-just goes to 
show that there is nothing the S. C. C. cannot accomplish * * * Dr. A. H. 
Abarbanel has j<.1st returned from a lecture tour of E urope, speaking in Oslo, 
Stockholm, LondoI"I, Madrid and Rome, where he received high awards for 
his research work-however stamps he found were as difficult to get as dia
monds * * '-' Bill Foulk came >to the picnic in a brand new custom built German 
car-pract ically all motor-boy, how that fe llow gets around * •:• * and the 
Chicago Chapter jest celebrated their tenth anniversary with a f ine dinner, 
the main speaker \ ; as Mrs. Earl Jacobson, from the looks of •things she is one 
of those long suffering stamp-widows * * * in concluding this !'amble, I wouid 
like to say that those of you that did no.t get to "FIPEX", surely missed some 
of the finest Scandinavian colle0tions cYer seen, just to m ention a few of out
standing caliber were Jacob En . .;·el's (Denmark) , Joel Olsson's (Sweden), Ake 
Jonsson's (Sweden), Aage Biering's U'weclcn ) and the oul~tanding dis.play of 
early Sweden by Dr. Georg Menzinsky. 

TALK BY MRS. EARL JACOBSON AT THE CHICAGO CHAPTER 
. ANNUAL DINNER MEETING JUNE 8th, 1956, AT SMILOID SINGING 

CLUB 

How I became an S.0.P. 
Good eveni!lg, gentlemen stamp collectors and ladies, who are, whether 

you know it or not, also my fellow -members of S. 0. P. And what is an 
S. 0 . P.? Why, Spouse of Philatelis•t, of course! 

Tonig ht, on the happy yearly occasion W•hen we are invited .to be with 
y•ou, let me speak briefly for that forgotten silent group-the Spouse of Phila
telisits. E ach of m. got to be members in differen t ways, but t his is my lit:Jtle 
story. 

Only dimly now I recall the days, some 18 years ago, when I was Earl's 
only hobby! After our house was settled and our first boy was born, we drift
ed quietly into the f irst Jacobson hobby--collecting recording-.s of classical 
music. A true collector even then, Earl made sure the records we decided 011 

were perfect-superb, even. 
As shellac, however, became a scarce item during the war, this first em-, 

bryonic hobby had to be abandoned. We were r unning out of shelves, anyway. 
What was not scarce during the war? Why, tropical fish, our s econd 

v·enture into the field of hobbies. So, from a small general colle~tion, Earl 
rapidly picked up steam which culminated in a room full of tanks full of baby 
Bettas, who just never got their fill of water, fleas and worms. 

I'm sure Earl's brother was relieved .to have this hobby blow over, because 
he was fish feeder during vacaitions. With stamps, at least you can close the 
books and leave at any time! 

About ·this frr.e there came a historic day for the Jac-obson family . V P.ry 
casually one day, Earl remarked "You know, Erik's growing big ·enough now. 
I think I'll get together a .few stamps for him to play with!" This .turn~d out 
to be the under3tatement of the year. For Erik's fev1 stamps have go.tten to 
be ·quite an item. In fact, if I were telling my sad s.tory in rhyme, this part 
might go like this: 

And since the day that remark was made, 
F-0r stamps he has paid and paid and paid. 

To this very day E arl shows no signs of losing interest or completing his 
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collection. If I w·ere singLg my story this evening, I could use the old favor
ite "Sometime" and paraphrase, "Some day, some day he'll have them all
Norway, Sweden, Denmark too-". But that day seems to still be very far 
-Off. 

Being a S.O.P. has had, however, some great benefits. For example, it 
develops the virtue of patience. I recall the many happy times W•hen the 
children were small, when we parked outside a dealer's shop. In .those eaTly 
days we used to stop, even on vacation trips, wherever the magic sign 
"Stamps" reared its ugly head. And, when the children were tired of wai·t 
ing and star.ted to fuss, my patient refrain "I'm sure daddy will be out soon 
now-any min1Ute, boys". 

Obher advantages of having a stamp-collecting husband are these three: 
1. Physfoal fitne.ss, resulting from frequent trips to the P. 0. with regis.tered 

mail; also weight-lifting exercises, carrying out bales of auction catalogs. 
2. Social popularity-well, not exac•Lly popuari.ty, but on bhe days when Ea~·] 

has to leave for the office before the mailman comes, I can count on 'l 

telephone call to check to see if "anything exciting" arrived in the mail. 
And must I be brief and business ~ike on .this type of toll-call? No, I c::i n 
wade through pararrraph after paragraph of hard-to-read Norwegian long
hand, and Earl listens practically and v.1ith abated breath. Good for the 
ego! 

3. Freedom of action in my own choice of outside activi•ties, because no money 
or time I spend can nat~h >the doug-h and hours that Earl puts into Phil'l
tely, so how rould he, with justice, complain? And he doesn't! 
In conclusion though, and seriously fo·r a moment, let me say for the 

r ecord that I really am grateful and glad to be an S.0.P. Earl is home 
nights wi·th his stamps and us, or ·he's here with all of you, his fellow-collec
t ors, so he's in fine company. Content in his chosen hobby, he is happ:J. 
And it goes without saying that a happy father m akes for a happy wife and 
family. 

Enjoying themselves at FIPEX, the candid camera of Capt. Scherer shows the 
SCC lounge with, from left to right, P. Reuter-Lorenz, Doris Stericker, Frarl 
Brofos, Lauson Stone, Dr. Stericker, Fred Brofos, Lauson Stone, Dr. Stericker, 
Evald Nielsen, and George Wiberg. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Resident 

770 E. H. Preston, 10 Wilson S't., Lynbrook, N. Y. 
773 E<lgar Kjelling, 164 South Oxford St., Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 
775 Henry K. Swiston, 42-22 42nd St., Apt. 2 F., Long Island City, N. Y. 
777 Harry Karlsson, 870 42nd St., Brooklyn 32, N. Y. 
786 Laurence R. Nielsen, 64 Elliott Place, Freeport, L. I., N. Y. 
788 E. Lund-Haaland, 390 F'i<rs.t Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Non-Resident and Foreign 
765 A. A. Nickel, 480 Arbo! Via, Wa!n1UJt Creek, Calif. 
766 Ragnar Eklund, Polvijarvi, Finla11d 
767 C. F. Johannesen, 2104 - 9% St., Rock Island, Ill. 
768 Donald Anderson, 1510 - 19th Ave., N. E., Minneapolis 18, Minn. 
769 R. A. Brightsen, 60 Clover Drive, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
771 C. W. Aro, Lawson Y. M. C. A., Rm. 1412, 30 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 

10, Ill. 
772 R. A. Frigs tad, 1782 Jam es Ave., Sit. Paul 5, Minn. 
774 Dean A. Swift, 2724 College Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif. 
776 Eugene S. R. Schmolze, 171 Wall St., Meriden, Conn. 
778 Walter A. Peterson, 338 Reserve St., Boon.ton, N. J. 
779 Evald Niel5en, Klaregade 4, Odense, Denmark. 
780 D. W. McCo.shin, 8944 S. Throop St., Chicago 20, Ill. 
781 James B. Shaner, Sr., 239 .Penna. Ave., Kutztown, Pa. 
782 Borge Moller, 501 Main St., Acton, Mass. 
783 Albert E. Lundin, 929 McCartney St., Easton, Pa. 
784 Charles E. Scott, 380 Darling.ton Ave., Ramsay, N. J. 
785 Carl 0. Granstrand, Foxon Place, New Britain , Conn. 
787 E. Q. ·Boyer, 2309 Bywood Driv-e, Oakland, Calif. 
789 R. T. Waines, 43 Albertus Ave., Toronto 12, Ont., Canada 
790 Wm. J . Banks, 435 Sit. Clair Ave. E, Toronto 7, Ont., Canada 
791 Robert W. Hay.s, 28l::3 "N" St., Washington 7, D. C. 

Transfer of Membership 
327 E. W. Zimmer, Sherry Lane, Rt. 1, Deerfield, Ill. 

formerly the number of A. E. Zimmer (deceased) 

DECEASED 
356 Axel Demant, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
327 A. E. Zimmer, Chicago, Ill. 
556 Max N!')·rgaa:rd, Copenhagen, Denmark 

65 C. M. Dutcher, Newburgh, N. Y. 
642 John S. Johnson, Tarpon Springs, Fla. 
339 N. H. Ringstrom, Lexington, Mass. 

Officers of .the Chicago Chapter 
Earl Jacobson - Pres~dent 

C. J. Michelsen - Vice President 
0. A. 01son - Secretary-Trea·surer 
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