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For more than a century, our hobby has been plagued by thieves. Some 
of the reports in the philatelic press some 100 years ago could well be re· 
printed today, and from the contents we would hardly know the difference! 
It is also safe to say that in most cases, the thieves "got away with it"
yesteryear as weH as today . . . 

Collectors·, working individually or together in clubs and societies, have 
tried to overcome the prorblem. Stolen stamps and collections have been. 
described publicly in efforts to recover them; valuable specimens have been 
photographed, marked, cataloged, listed, locked in drawers and cabinets, in 
bank vaults, and guarded in every way the owner knew how. Yet, stamps are 
regularly stolen . .. 

At many stamp exhibitions, the exhibitor may elect to participate anony
mously, and show catalogs sometimes omit the home addresses of the exhi>bi 
tors (last ye.a r's NOJEX, for example). Owners of valuable objects are re
luctant to show them at stamp meetings. Many advanced collectors are 
"hidden" as they will not even join a stamp club, much less let it be known 
that they might o·wn valuable philatelic material. Yet, st.amps are regularly 
stolen . .. 

So efficient and knowledgeable are the thieves-of last century and this
that articles with warnings and advice to the defenseless collector are regu
larly seen in philatelic publications. The problem is being recognized to the 
·point where we are in effect told that we have to live with it, and try to make 
the rbest of a bad situation (SPA J oumal, Jan. 1968 : "The Thieves Have Told 
Us So" ·by Maryette B. Lane). 

Many efforts have been made to try to eliminate the theft problem. 
Clubs and societies have sponsored situdies, com e up with suggestions, and 
some have •put into use some methods of identification of valuable stamps. 
Last year, ABS instituted its "Theft Program," amd also appointed a number 
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of experienced members to a committee charged with finding a cure. But so 
far, these efforts1 have failed to prevent thefts because they offer no deterrev.t 
to the thieves and no method of recovery once the stamps have been stolen. 
Besides, some are too expensive and others are too complicated to execute. 
The following will bear this out: 

(1) Lock doors, install burglar alarms, do everything to make your home 
and collection burglar-proof. 

Over the centuries, common sense advice of this kind has not prevented 
thefts of valuable objects, including stamps., and many a victim of recent 
times had indeed taken all the precautions at his disposal-but he got robbed 
anyway. While it is of course desirable to take preventive me·asures, this1 is 
obviously not the complete answer. 

( 2) Insure your Yaluable s tamps. 
Fine, if you can affol'd the premium necessary to have an effective in

surance program, and not ,iust one which gives rather general coverage, and 
thus fails to satisfy the owner's actual monetary loss. Instead of being a 
deterrent to a thief, the presence of insurance coverage makes it all the more 
attractive because the thief is "guaranteed" a good haul! 

(3) Place your valuable stam11s in a bank vault. 
Naturally, the risk of theft is now reduced to almost nil. iBut if you have 

to go to this extent, you might as well give up the hobby and instead place 
the worth of your collE.ction in bonds or security pa·pers. What enjoyment 
can you poss.ibly get from your st amps whe.n each time you want to work 
with them you have to go to your bank to get them out, and later run back 
to deposit them-even if banks were open 2·4 hours every day of the year! 

(4) Make complete inventories of your philatelic holdings. 
The idea behind this is that ciescriptive imentories might help to identify 

your stamps once they are stolen. The value of this is highly questionable, 
and the time it takes to complete a detailed inventory (and keep it current) 
of a sizable collection is not warranted. Detailed list s might be of some 
value in connection with insurance claims, but they certainly do nothing to 
pr.event or r ecover. 

(5) Do not talk to strangers about your stamps. 
This advice has come up often, because "philatelic criminologists" haYe 

concluded that so-and-so's collection wouJ.i not have been stolen if he had not 
s,hown part of it at this-and~that st\1mp meeting, or spoken about it to some 
"strangers." This is highly over-rated and would, if exercised strictly, deprive 
the collector of one of the more enjoyaible aspects of our hobby, that of pride 
of ownership, Eharing with othHs, and even accomplishment. Thieves have 
better and more accurate ways of pinpointing a target than hear-say and 
loose talk ... 

(6) Make photographic records of your valuable stamps. 
This ha.s been held out to be the most effective weapon so far. At the 

risk of inviting the wrath of those who subscribe to this idea, I say it is a 
waste of time, money, and effort! SuC'h photographic records will not prevent 
the succesisful marketing of sitolen stamps to any degree, and I challenge the 
justification of the expensive pTocedures and the impractical and time-con
suming methods of execution. I doubt that recove·ry od' stolen stamps has 
been accomplished effectively on the basis of photographic records to even 
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justify a fraction of the cost! Let u& look at the obvious Ioo·pholes: A thief 
steals a large and varied collection of consideraible worth. The collection has 
been photographed. The thief has several ways of turning the goods into 
cash: he sells individual items at diffrrent times and to different clients, who 
would intclude collectors, clubs, and dealers.; he sells the entire collection 
abroad; he turns over the loot to his "syndicate"- the Maifia-ty·pe organization 
-.against handsome payment, and the "boss" gets rid of it through his " legit
imate" channels. If the thief is just a tool for such an organization, he might 
be happy with a "cut" (or being on the "pay-roll") and the "home office" 
has experts who are knowledgeable and cunning, and the existence of phofo
graphic records is a mere nui&ance of no practical import. Has it ever struck 
you how often you read about small and large thefts, but how many times 
have you read about a collection which was recovered ? 

'!\he value of photography in our hobby is of course immeasurable in ra
search and studies, slide programs, education, "preservation" of philatelic rar
ities scubject to natural deterioration. But its use in the prevention of thefts, 
and subsequent recovery of stolen items, is almost non-existent. 

(7) Apply invisible markings to you~ stamps. 

This method has not been talked about too much, and precious little is 
found in writing (truthfully, my limited time has failed to turn up anything 
in writing). At firs t glance, the methed seems to be the best to positively 
identify a stolen object, and it costs next-to-nothing. It simply involves th~ 
application of a fluorescent mark (symbol, number, letters, names, or initials) 
directly on to the :;tamp (front or reverse). This can be done by pen, brush, 
or a stamp device, using a liquid containing fluorescent substances. Whe-:i. 
viewed under ultraviolet light, the mark shows up with amazing clarity, ye~ 
is peTfeotly invisible to normal viewing. This has been used a number ,,f 
times, for example at a recent INTERIPEX show in New York City, where 
visitors received a dab of the liquid on their hands and could leave and re
enter the exhibit area freely by holding their hands under ultraviolet light 
oontrolled by the door g uards. If the dab showed up, you entered ; if not, you 
paid. One can al&o use a more practical "dry" method in the form of a 
"pencil." This device looks like a crayon wax pencil, and the fluorescent 
material is applied to the s.tamp by simply writing with it, as one would with 
a normal lead pencil. 

One of our members has used the "dry" method for some 8 years. He 
has explained (and shown me) how his. initials are applied to a certain por
tion of the stamp, and some of his first markings show up as clearly todav 
as they did when fi rnt applied. Thus, he is able to positively identify hii; 
stamps if there should ever be a ques.tion of ownership. When he sells or 
tr.ades away a stamp, he simply applieo a "r eversed initia'1" on top of the 
original, and thereby releases his ownership. 

I have had occasion to explain this proces•s to members of the A:PS The.ft 
Committee, and the obvious merits so intrigued them that further studies 
and discussdons were justified. We conclud2d, however, that such a method 
is almost ideal as far as identification is concerned, but--as with photography 
-does little to prevent and/ or recover. This may seem contradictory, but 
perhaps not when we bring out some of the unfortunate disadvantages. 

Secret and invisi1ble markings will not serve as a deterr.ent to t hieves . 
'Ilhey cannot see the marks., and are thus not "warned." Once stolen, the 
objects cannot readily be identifir:d as "hot" by dealers and collectors, for the 
same reason. Few dealers and ,;tamp st0res maintain ultraviolet light devices 
which could be used for immediate checki_ng of specimens at the time of buy
ing and/or selling. Thus, the invisible markings do not help at the time and 
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place most needed. To institute a procedure of examining all objects under 
ultraviolet light in all cases when stamps change hands--here and abroad
would take altogether too much time and become a costly and cumibersome 
way ,of "closing the barn after the ho·rse is gone." At best, this seemingly 
fool-J>roof system of idenitifying an object would establish that the theft has 
taken place-which we must assume the owner knows already-and that the 
gO'ods are being marketed. But it has done nothing to deter or prevent. 

As with photography, the invisible marking method doe'S have a place in 
philately, however. I am thinking of the "sneak thief" - the type who 
switches stamps from approval and circuit sales books, and whose theft is 
not discovered before the selection book is returned to the owner, usually 
after several months (oometimes years) of circulat;ng among collectors and 
clubs. However, in this case, one does at least have a chance by retracing 
the activities of the book and catching the thief by a process of elimination, 
or at least narrow it down to a few suspects, who could then be watched until 
they were caught red-handed. 

But as for the thefts that "count"-the multi-thousand-dollar spectacu
lairs.-invisible markings will do little to prevent or recover. 

J,s there, then, an answer to the problem? Yes, but my answer will no 
doubt go against the grain of many who will claim that my plan will "ruin;' 
the stamps (or covers, or whatever) and that the gum will be "disturbed" 
and thus reduce the value of the stamps. • 

But I feel that my plan will do both of the jobs needed to "lick the thieves" 
once and for all. First, deter them from ev·en trying to steal, and second, offer 
a fair chance of recovery if stamps. have been stolen and they are being 
offered for sale. 

Frankly, it is so simple that I am surprised that it has not been proposed 
before: we should register our philatelic valuables by means of clearly visible 
identification on the back of the stamps (or other objects). The identifica
tion would consist of a series of numerals, with or without prefix (and/or 
suffix). 

This number would be printed (black or some bright coJor) on the back 
of the stamp, cover, multiple, sheet, or whatever the object might be. The 
numbe'!' would not occupy more space than a recitangle of say some 2x10 mm. 
In the case of a mint stamp (with gum), you would use a moist cotton swab, 
a Q-Tip for example, and carefully remove enough gum (horrors-what aN 
the "gum collectors" going to say!) to allow the number to be imprinted di .. 
recrtly on the paper. 

The numbered stamps would have to be registered by a central agency, 
for example APS, and would only involve the filing of index ca'!'ds. There 
would be three cards for each object (filled in by the owner), one of whict 
the owner would keep together with the stamp, the other tw.o to be fi'led b;; 
AJPS (one numerical and one alphabetical index). The manner in which the 
number would be applied to the object, and who would do it by what means 
and where, are details which would have to be arranged as inexpensively as 
possible, and would most likely not involve too much money. These technical 
details ·are not important at this time. The important thing is that we 
recogniz.e that a number on the back of a stamp WILL NOT distract from its 
value! On the contrary, numbered and registered stamp.;; should be regarded 
as "pedigrees," and I can easily visualize that the owner would proudly display 
the number to point out that his stamp is indeed a good one-why else would 
it be registered! 
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Likewise, the dealers would find it a lot ea·~ier to sell registered items, 
since doUJbts about their value would be dispelled at the mere sight of a reg
istered number (and the accompanying rngistration card-the "ownership 
certificate" if you will). 

But the additional aind theft-deterrent value of clearly visible numbers 
is that a thief would think twice about "acquiring" such objects. What good 
would they be to him? Where, and to whom, would he sell them? Dealers, 
auction houses, and collectors would know what the number meains, and would 
certainly not buy such a s.tamp without having the "ownership certificate., 
properJy ·endorsed by the former owner! In fact, an~body offering such a 
stamp for sale would run a good risk of be'ing caught right there and then! 

But let us a·ssume that a thief did manage to sell some registered stamps 
to a buyer who might not yet be familiar with the plan, or to a foreign buyer 
equally unaware of the meaning of the number. ,Sooner or later, that number 
is. going to be noticed, and the process of re-tracing the various sales trans
aclions should b.ring the stamp back to its owner. Since this. will involve 
financial recourse and possibly law suits and litigations, buyers (especially 
foreign ones) are forced to look more clos·ely into the seller's right to sell 
Ms( ? ) s.tamps. 

Having our valuable philatelic items (in excess of a certain minimum 
vaiue, of course) thus numbered and registered will, to a great extent, if not 
completely: 

(1) deter a thief from stealing your stamps, perhaps even completely re
move the risk of thefts; 

(2) provide a method of recovering your stamps if stolen, and offered on 
the markeit, and with at lea.st a fair chance of recovery; 

(3) enhance the value of your stamps, s.ince the registry would clearly 
esrtablish their "pedigree"; 

(4) give dealer.s (auction houses, clubs and societies running sales systems) 
a real s·ense of security about their transactions., since the fear of can
celled sales and possible losses is removed; 

(5) give the buying colleclor the satisfaction of knowing that he bought 
"the real thing," and a justifialble pride of ownership to boot. 

But I can also foresee obstacle~ to be overcome before this plan would 
be accepted. I have already mentioned that some might feel that thei~ 
stamps would be "ruined" by the application of an "ugly" number, and that 
the gum might be " dis1turbed" in the cas·e of a mint stamp. I would myself 
have no reservation about registration of my stamps, but some might. I hav(> 
discussed my plan with seveml fellow-collectors., and one reaction involved the 
objection that perhaps there would be a rj.sk by the ink from the number 
'"showing thTough" to the front of the stamp. To which I ans.wered that my 
used sitamps are cancelled on the front, and rarely aTe there any maning 
effects on the back. So why should the opposite be true, providing a prope~ 
ink is used, of course . If such slight p ::netration were to happen, I might 
even say "so what?", because I would be proud of the number . .. 

Accordingly, I submit that we have but two choices: either continue as 
we have been doing-and corutinue to have our stamps stolen; or adopt a plan 
involving visible maTking and registration as I haYe outlined-and get rid 
of the thieves! 

The choice seems. easy, and to offer the disb ?lievers some food for thought, 
I might conclude by mentioning that such knowled'geable philatelis ts as SCC 
President Svend Yort and Carl H. Sch eele , Associate Curator in Charge, Di-
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vfaiion of Philately, Smiths·onian Institution, are fully in accord with the plan. 
Visible mairks on phHatelic item s are nothing new in pract ice. Printed in
itials and/ or symbols by expertisers are found on many objects, and have been 
in use for many decades. Also, the Smithsonian Institution uses visib'e !prin t 
ed ) markin1gs on the rever.se of many of its valuable philatelic objects ! Th2 
new thing about such marks is. that they cons.is t of number s and are reg;s
t ered. 

As to the de tails of putting this plan to practical i.: s·e, I have sever al 
ideas and suggestions. But fi rst, let 's see if we can accept the principh of 
the plan? 

The idea explained above by Ray Norby seems t o be the most practical 
y·et proposed for the pro tec t ion of our mor e valuaible items. It needs further 
refinement, of cour se, and the value of it will depend en the degree of acc~p
ilance by collector s, societies and dealers generally. But a start must be made 
somewherre, and one adV'antage of this plan is that is could be put in effect by 
any club anywhere, for its members, and then if a national records repository 
were set up later, the individual society r ecords could be duplicated for in
clusion in it. 

We would like to have an expression of interest from our members; if 
the SOC could set up such a system, a'lld you think you migh t want to partic
ipat e, drop me (or Ray) a line indicating your inter est, and the approximate 
number of items (of say $50 ca talog value or over) you would want to reg
ister. 

Svend Y ort, SCC President 

SCANDINAVIA SPECIALIZED AUCTIONS 
(Also non-Scandinavian auctions) 

Six to eight week s apart 

BUY AT YOUR OWN PRICES 

Sample catalog (specify interest) free on r equest 

BETI'ER MATERIAL Wanted for (15% Commission) Sale ! 

MIDLAND STAMP CO., Box 2202, Memphis, Tenn. 38102 

The Posthorn By Air To Overseas Members 

Overseas members, please note: SCC contributes half of the postage to 
have THE POSTHORN sent by air. You only pay $1.50 (per 6 issues). Let 
t he Editor know if you wish t o take advant age of this offer, and your next 
issue will r each you in a matter of days .. . Payment by Intermational Post ;i l 
Money Order, or check drawn on any U . S. bank, please. 
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Norway-Coat of Arms Issue 1863-66: 
One Original Drawing for all Denominations 

By Reidar Norby (985) 

This article first appeared in the Th irtieth American Philatelic Congress 
Book of 1964, and is re-printed here by kind permission of The 

American Philatelic Congress, Robert 8. Brandeberry, Secretary 

The title of this report will undoubtedly startle collectors and students of 
this issue. After all, these stamps have been the ·S1Ubject of intense study and 
research, and the· results have been published to such an extent that e<ver.y 
serious collector -0f early Nor:we•gian stamps knows that there are four differ
ent tyipes of each denomination, except the 4 Skill, of which there are eight. 
In fact, this· information appears in all detailed reference sources, such a.s 
periodicals, catalogs, as well as handbooks. 

This re·p-0rt is not intended to challenge the existence of these ".types," 
but rather to trace how they came into being and to correct an impression 
which has survived for about a century-that numerous drawings were in
volved. 

These stamps were produced by lithography. It is a curiou3 fact that 
the mistaken idea of engraving has been referred to so frequently in the lit
erature as an element of lithography-as for example in "Norges Frimerker" 
(Ref. 1 and 2), Goodfellow's Study (Ref. 3), and the recent Norwegian Hand
book (Ref. 6). It should be pointed out here thart; n-0 engraving is involved 
in lithography. The following quotes, however, are representative of existing 
literature: 

"The originals were engraved upon sitone, but instead of engraving one 
single stamp design, they were furnished in a block of 4 for each value." 
(Goodfellow-Ref. 3-pa.ge 6). 

"It is quite natural that the four images, of which the original blocks 
consisted, are not exactly aiike. On the contrary, they are so divergent 
that it is comparatively easy to tell them apart." (Norges Frimerker 
18'55-1924-Ref. 2- page 39, translation.) 

Accordingly, it has been alleged that there were four different original 
images for each denomination, referred to as Types 1-4 (A-D in older litera
ture). For the 4 Skill, there is supposed to have been a second original stone, 
the images of which are referred to as Types 5-8 (E-H in older literature). 
The individual characteris tics of each typ e have been amply illustrated and 
described, making it unnecessary to repeat them here in full. The existence 
of thes•e tyipes has been explained by the fact that no human being, no matter 
how excellent an artist, could possibly make these images. absolutely identical. 
As a result, it has been claimed that there are no less than 24 different imagP.s, 
each individually done-four for each of the 2 Skill, 3 Skill, 8 Skill, 24 Ski!l, 
and eight for the 4 Skill. 
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This rather intriguing conception of four different drawings on each 
original stone, and the fact that this issue does offer a multitude of varieties, 
no doubt account for the popular ity of these stamps among detail-minded col
lectors. I have studied this issue in great detail for ma:ny years, and it wa~ 
while I was attempting to determine the number of printing stones used f crr 
the 4 Skill stamp, that I fou nd myself questioning the time-honored "4-block
original-stone" conce,ption. As a result of my studies, I have come to the con
clusion that only one drawing was used originally in the ·preparation of the 
lithographic stones for these stamps. 

The identical details on all tYaJe.>-of all denominations-are so many and 
s10 striking that they should be considered conclusive proof of my C'laim that 
only one original drawing was employed. 

For these details, I refer to the photographic illustrations, Fig. 1-6. Note 
in particular one of the pearls (or what appears. to be a pearl) in the crown 
(lowe·r middle· of Square 2-D). The other pearls are symmetrically placed, but 
this one seems out-of-place, as it were. But what is more important-it ap
pears in ex.a:c.tly the same position on every type of the 4 SkiH stamp, and also 
on every type of each of the other denominations. A fu!'.ther detailed study 
showed that most parts of the design are identical on all of the stamps, ~e 

gardless of type. The major exce·ptions are the f.igures of value , which are 
different. That is to say-I found four different 2's, 3's . S's, but strangely 
enough only one 4. On the 24 Skill s.tamp, the entire "24 SKILL" is different. 
It will clearly be seen that the details in the following cases are identical on 
all types: 

(1 ) The lion- see particularly the· shaded a rea of the fur, as well as the 
pos,ition of the eye (1'ower left corner of Square 3~D),-

(2) the word NORGE,-also the size and shape of each letter,-

(3) the upper left corner ornament,-also upper right corner ornament,-· 

(4) the fie lds (with the word FRLMAERKE)-same size and shape,-

(5) the shields, all having 29 lines. Actually, there are 30 vertical lines, 
but on most types, the 30th line (on the right) is completely "swal
lowed" by the heavy shading to the right of the shield,- or jus't barely 
v·isible (and on S10m e types, only in part),-

( 6) the crown,-

(7) the background lines,-

(8) the word SKILL (except the 24 Skill),-

(9) on the 4 Skill stamp : the figures 4,-

(10) on the 24 Skill stamp: the entire "24 SKI•LL". 

The following is an attempt to reconstruct wh at most logically must have 
taken place: 



Vol. 25, No. 1 THE POSTHORN, February 1968 Page 9 

1 2 

Fig 1 



P age 10 THE POS'l'HORN, F ebruary 1968 Vol. 25, No. 1 

1 

3 4 
Fi92 



Vol. 25, N o. 1 THE POS'l'HORN, F ebruary 1968 Page 11 

Fig 3 



Page 12 TI-IE POSTHORN, February 1968 Vol. 25, No. 1 

4 

5 

7 

8 

I 
h. 6 .J 

Fig 4 



Vol. 25, No. 1 '.l.'HE POSTHORN, F ebruary 1968 Page 11 

1 

3 
Fig. 5 



Page 14 'fHE POS'fHORN, February 1968 Vol. 25, No. 1 

1 2 

Fig.6 



Vol. 25, No. 1 THE P•)STHORN, February 1968 Page 15 

THE 4 SKILL DENOMINATION (See Fig. 3 and 4) 

The first contract between the Government and C. F. Schwenzen (the 
printer) called for the production of only one stamp-the 4 Skill. It is reason
able to assume that he made (or had an artist make) a drawing of this stamp 
in its entirely, including the text "4 SKILL". This on~ and only original 
drawing was executed on the so-called transfer paper. This assumption is 
based on the fact that the figure 4 is identical on all ty·pes. The drawing 
showed the design as it would a-ppear on the stamp-not in reverse, as would 
have been the case if it were drawn directly on the original stone. This as
sumption res.ts on common sense, because the artist would mos.t likely want 
to avoid drawing in reverse, which would have been unnecessary ais well as 
more difficult. 

This original drawing was then transferred to a sitone, which I shall here 
call the "first original" sfone, showing just one ima·ge of the 4 Skill stamp 
in re·verse. It i.$ almost certa-in that the artist had to retouch this stone to 
make any corrections and improvements which he felt were necessary. 

Four impressions from this first original stone were then transferred to 
an intermediate stone, on which they formed a block of four. This stone I 
shall call the "second orig·inal" stone. Howeve•r, during the transfer process, 
slight flaws and imperfections appeared, making it desirable for the artist 
to go over each of the four images to improve them, such as by shortening 
lines" adding to other.s, and removing other obvious blemis.hes. Some of the~~ 
imperfections were successfully treated, othe-rs less so. These corrections· have 
become the characteristics of the so-called Type1s 1-4. 

After this, 25 impressions of the "4-block" from the second original ston.:! 
were transferred to a larger stone, which thus. showed a patte•rn of lOxlO 
images. This stone I shall here call the "third original" stone. 

In cases where a large issue was contemplated, a•s1 was the case with this 
4 Skill stamp, it would have been practical to transf er these 100 images, by 
means of transfer pa per , to another stone which would then have been used 
for the actual printing. On the other hand, for a small issue, the stone 
referred to above as the "third orig inal" could have been used for the printing. 

It is very likely that further impeTfections occurred during these trans· 
fer.s, and it is log ical to assume that the artist wen.t over the stones again, 
making any required corrections. This would explain why several stamps 
of one and the same· ba·sic type can appear with so many minor differences 
( varie-tie:s). 

Summarizing the above, and referring to Fig. 7, the sequence would have 
been: 

(1) One original drawing (on transfer paper). 

(2) One "first original" stone, with one image transferred from original 
drawing. 

(3) One "second original" stone, with four transfer images from the first 
original stone. 

(4) One larger "third original" stone, with 25 transfer images of the 
"4-<block" from the second original stone. 
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1863-66 : Method of Production - 4 Skilling 

I 
I 
' 

Development of the stones for Ty_pes /\ -D (so-called Diel) 

~~tr3~n1~~~~-Pi~ 
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... ---- ..... 
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I -J \ 
These 4 images show transfer flows \ 
ari~ blemishes-and retouches - whic~ 
co u ~E1 minor differences. Thus were \ 
creat~d "types" A,B,C,D. , 
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/1--,·, 25 impressions from this / 
\ 4-imcge-stone transferred / 
v---- to a lor9er stone /, -- ---
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this 100-imoge-st(Jne 
transferred to the - -~ Printing 

, __ Third Ori8inal Stone actual printing stones Stones = 
--- - ------ - -- - ---- - - -- - --------·· 

Fig. 7 
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(5) While this stone (the thir d original) could have been used as the actual 
printing sfone, it is more likely that it was retained to be used as re· 
quired to provide· transfers to other stones, which then could be used in 
the actual printing. 

It is not clear from the literature just how many impressions could be 
obtained from one lithographic stone. The numbers mentioned vary between 
two and t en thousand, with the loweT number probably the more reliable. It 
is, therefore, obvious that the more than eight million 4 Skill stamps would 
require many stones, without our being able to determine t he exact number. 

lt was. customary to treat the stones with a gum solution prior to s.torage, 
s o that they could be re-used whenever required. As for the 4 Skill stamp, 
this was undoubtedly also done with both the second and t hird original s.tones. 
But for slOme reason or othe·r, these stones must have become useless, making· 
it necessary to prepare new "second" and "third" original stones-which now 
showed the new Type·s 5-8, having characteristics entirely cl.ifferent from those 
of Ty.pes 1-4. 

!Before going through the various types in detail, I should mention that 
both "Norges Frimerke.r .18515-1924" (hereafter called NF) and the Norwegia.'1 
Handbook, Volume I (hereaf ter called H ) describe many characteristics se rving 
to distinguish a number of types and subtypes. It is quite under standable _, 
that the e1xplanation of these differences between types was beEeved to be a 
multitude of original drawings. However, my investigations have shown that 
these difference·s, both as to types and subtypes, are much more likely due 
to these circumstances : 

(1) During a transfer, certain spots. or elements. not present in the transfer 
image may accidently become part of the image on the stone. 

(2) Certain parts of the image many not transfer well, cauSJing imperfect 
lines or white spots, and other blemishes. 

( 3) Certain details. in the design on the second original stone must have bee·n 
retouched to improve the ima·ges, whereby the different "ty.pes" were 
created. 

( 4) !Similarly, retouches were made on the third original stone, as well as 
on the actual p·rinting stone•s, whenever re1quired, thereby creating the 
various "subtypes." 

With reference to the photographic illustrations, Figs. 3 and 4, I should 
point out that the minute differences observed in ce·rtadn places must ·be due 
-to the fact that the transfer paper s had to be used in a wet condition, which 
would permit small deformations. 

I should also ment ion that in the following "claims" (by NF and H) and 
my "commernts," I have deliberately left out all characteris•bics having to do 
with lines (shade lines, shield lines, background lines ) being too short or too 
long. If too short, they will appear as broken. If t oo long, they obviously 
cut into (or across ) letters or parts of the design. These conditions aipparent
ly have to do with the transfer difficulties mentioned above. 

When studying F igures 7, 8, and 9, the reader should realize that the 
original illustrations (Congr ess Book 1964) have been r eplaced by the author''! 
exhibition pages, and that the "natural size" and "reduced size" r eferences 
s•hould be ignored, and that the old type designations A-D are the same as 
Types 1-4 as used in the text. 
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4 Skill, Type 1 (NF: A) 

Claim: The letters of the left FRIMAERKE are connected by extensions 
of the top and bottom serifs, and the,re is a color dot between the 
8th and 9th lines of the s·h~eld (from left) aibout 1 mm below lion'5 
left front leg. 

Comment: These conditions obviously are due to transfer flaws. 

4 Skill, Type 2 (NF: B) 

All characteristics have to do with lines. 

4 Skill, Type 3 (NF: C) 

All characteristics have to do with lines. 

4 Skill, Type 4 (NF: D) 

Claim: The K in SKILL is closed at the bottom (legs are connected). 
Comment: This is not quite correct. I have several copies with a distinct sep-

aration of the legs, and even in varying degree. This, then, is 'l 

flaw caused durin·g transfers, and obviously the artist has even 
retouched it in some cases. 

4 Skill, Type 5 (NF: E) 

Claim: The lower opening of the K in SKILL is "onion-shaped". 
Comment: Obviously due to a large imperfection causied during the transfers. 

The balance of the letter is identical with those of the other typeJ. 
Later stages of retouching find the right lower leg of the K mar!e 
thicker, so that the "onion" impression is considerably reduced. 

Claim: The 2nd R in the right FRIMAERJKE appears to have a double 
crossbar (as listed by NF). 

Comment: This is not constant, as I have copies with and without, both from 
early printings and later retouched co.pies. On some, the impres
sion of a double cross-bar is definitely due to lack of ink. Thiii 
characteristic, therefore, has no bearing on the basic design. 

Claim: A color spot on the upper edge of the shield, a little to the right 
of the crown (as lisited by H). 

Comment: This is not constant, and should not have been listed without so 
stating. I have several copies without a trace of a spot, both from 
early printings as well as later retouched copies. 

Claim: The uppe·r cross-bar of the stem of the K in the right FRIMAERKF 
has an extension which points downward toward (and sometimes 
runs into) the upper right arm of the same K. (The Handbook 
states that this extension originates at the stem of the K. This 
is not so). 

Comment: This is obviously due' to a transfer flaw, and has nothing to do 
with a changed or different design. 

Claim: There is a color sipot at the lower end of the axe handle, appearinJ· 
to be a continuation of same (as listed by H). 

Comment: This is obviously a color s·pot which the artist overlooked, or felt 
was not worth the time and effort to remove, and has nothing to 
do with a different design. 

(to be continued) 
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Report On Annual Meeting 
The 1968 annual meeting of the S. C. C. was held in Chicago on January 

25th-the last to be held under the old by-laws. The big decisions, of course, 
were determined mainly by the mail ballots- the election of officers, and the 
acceptance of the new by-laws. There wer e a few write-ins on the ballots, 
but all the form er officers were overwhelmingly re-elected, as the nominating 
committee had proposed. The new by-laws were approved unanimously. There 
were a few suggestions as to changes in wording, but the meeting decided 
that it was impracticwble to make any changes at this time. If experience 
s hould pTOve that any changes are desira:ble, they can be submitted as amend
ments as they become evident. 

The meeting was well attended, and there was much discussion of futur·a 
plans. Among these are the proposals that the national society take over the 
operation of the Scandinavian Stamp Mart (sales circuit) and the Philatelic 
Literature Service from Chapter 9, which originated them, and has offered 
them to the National. Work is already undell' way on balancing and auditing 
the books of the Mart, but the Literature Service, being a more complicatetl 
operation, will take a little longer. 

Under the new by-laws, our annual meetings will be held at varying times 
and places, preferably in conjunction with a nationa.l exhibition. Very fitting
ly, it has been decided to hold the first one, our 1968 meeting, at Compex in 
Chicago. We will be the headline attraction at that time, and plans have al
ready been made to get us aibout twice our usual exhibition space. We expect 
to get official cooperation and participation by all the Scandinavian coun
tries, and would like to see exhibits from some of our overseas members also. 
The Directory will be devoted principally to Scandinavia, and we will be re
sponsible for furnishing the articles. So start now to plan your exhibit, and 
if you can, to write something about your favorite topic. 

In the meantime, we will have three regional meetings this year-Soje.< 
at Atlantic City, May 3, 4 and 5; Compex May 31, June 1 and 2; and Rochester 
September 19 to 22. Regarding the first two, see the announcements else
where in this issue. Rochester, our newest chapter, is working on their plan~. 
and details will be announced in due time. In each case, the S. C. C. will put 
up an award for the best exhibi', of Scandinavia, so let's get out some good 
material! 

The Treasurer's. report- r e•produced in condensed form following-shows 
a nice surplus for 1967, which will be put to good use in providing more and 
expanded services to our members. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
all the officers and committees \'lhO have worked with me this past year, and 
the members for g iving us the chance to complete the projects we have begun. 
We want to make the S. C. C. bigger and better for the 1benefit of all! 

• s * c ,. c • 

Svend Yort 
P·resident 

Members' Bulletin Boord 
Have something to sell your fellow-members? Something you would like: 

to buy? lITTformation you'd like to secure? Or anything else you'd like to 
tell the membership ? 

Then our MEMBERS' BULLETIN BOARD is the place ! THE POSTHORN 
will accept ads of limited size, and for sec members only, for $1 per ad per 
insertion. These "boxes" have a text area of about 2x7 / 8" and are limited to 
6 lines (fewer lines w~th heavier type). 
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Treasurer's Report 
RECEIPTS 

Membership Dues and Fees-Received 
Single Copy POSTHORNS & Publicatiom 
POSTHIORN-Advertisements Paid 

Total RECEIPTS-1967 
1967 Interest on Savings Acct. 

$ 1,653.8-0 
37.50 

177 .(}() 

$ 1,868.30 
66.56 

Total INCOME-1967 $ 1,934.86 

EXIPENSES 
Publications: 5 issues The POSTHORN, Ptg. $680.50, Mail $212.99 
General Office Expenses ; Ballots, Statior.ery, etc. 172.72 
General Membership Expense; Dues Postage, Awards & Grants 332.97 

Total EXPENSES-1967 

NET INCOME for 1967 

NET WORTH : December 31, 1967 

$1,934.86 

893.49 
17'2.72 
332.97 

$1,399.18 

$ 535.68 

Balance, Commercial Acct., BEVERLY BANK, Chicago $ 1,754.98 
Balance, Savings Acct. EMIGRANT IND. SAVINGS BANK N .Y.C. 1,373.85 

January 2·3, 1968 
$ 3,128.83 

ROBERT P. STEVENS, Treasure-:: 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Active Members (64 New in 1967) 568 
Life MembeTs 14 
Honorary Members 7 

Total Membership 589 

*S*C * C* 

All Members - Please Help! 
Most publications have problems with address changes, and THE POST

HORN is no exception. During the past year, many copies have been re 
turned to the Editor by the P. 0 . because of wrong addresses. And it never 
fails : IF we are notified of your address change just as soon as possible, such 
returns can be kept to a minimum . Each t ime we get a needless return, ft 
costs SCC money. Last year, the pos tage of the PQISTHORN was 4c per copy. 
And the charge for the return: 8c! Plus another lOc to send the same copy 
to the right address ! 

But this year it's different. With the new postage r ates, the charge for 
a r eturn is 15c plus another one-way postage! And another 12c to send the 
returned copy out ag-ain via first class mail. Therefore, each t ime you don't 
notify us of your new address, you are costing SOC a considerabble amount 
of money. Needlessly. 

PLEASE cooperate in keeping our expenses down to reasonable mini
mums, simply by giving us your new address with zip code (with your old ad
dress with zip code) as soon as you move, preferably before , so that we can 
change our records in time to avoid good money going down the drain-the 
P . 0. drain .. . 
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Sojex and Compex 
This heading is intended to "wake up" those of the mem!bership who have 

fine exhibit material-and don't show their fellow-members! For years, both 
SOJEX (Atlantic City, N. J.) ar,d COMPEX (Chicago, Ill.) s.ported good and 
educational exhibit3 from members in many parts of the country; but lately, 
these great shows have shown a tendency of becoming "local" shows as far 
as Scandinavian entries are concerned. In both areas, visitors have become 
tired of looking at the same exhi;bits, from the same exhibitors! Visitors in 
the M.id-West would certainly like to see entries from the East-mater ial 
whicl1 they don't get to see too often. And vice-versa. This year, the two 
shows are timed perfectly and give the exhibitors ample opportunity to dis
play their stamps in both shows, and thus. help the promotion of our cause h 
both areas! With this thought in mind- and with the hope that both SOJEX 
and COMPEX will be great shows as far as Scandinavia is concerned, we gil·e 
the following details: 
SOJEX 1968 

May 3, 4, 5 at the Traymore Hotel, Atlantic City, New Jersey. The show 
is sponsored ·by the South Jersey Association of Stamp Clubs, of which our 
Chapter 8 is a member, and also host to the SC'.:: Regional Meeting on Sun
day, May 5, at 2 p.m. The Traymore Hotel is at the Boardwalk and Illinois 
Avenue. 

SOJEX frames are of standa.rd size-36" wide by 48" high-and will hoid 
16 pages 81hxll, or 12 pages 9xl2. Entries should be sent to John Ludwick, 
61 Pressey Street, Hammonton, N. J. 08037, to arrive no later than March 30. 

In connection with IS'CC's participation at SOJEX, sec has put up a nir1l 
award for the best entry of Scandinavian material. Six other national spec
ialty societies will meet at SOJEX, which means that Atlantic City will be 
the philatelic meeting place of the month in the East! Entries-and visito:rs-
from other parts of the land are invited ... 
COMPEX 1968 

May 31, June 1, 2 at the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. The show is 
sponsored by twelve stamp clubs in the Chicago area, each having their sep
arate shows at the same time and place, and so arranged that the huge 1000-
frame event becomes "one show." One of the participating clubs is our Chap
ter 4, which will also host the SOC Regional Meeting on Sunday, June 2, at 
2 p.m. 

COMPEX frames (the type used by SCC) are 24" wide by 36" high, and 
hold 6 pages 81hxll, or 4 pages of larger size. Entries should be sent to Ben 
Cohen, 8029 West Lyons Street, Niles, Ill. 60648, to arrive no later than 
April 15. (A GOMPEX entry form is enclosed with this POSTHORN). 

To add interest to the SGC activities at COMPEX, SOC has put up a 
beautiful award to be presented to the best Scandinavian entry. With all 
the national interest centered around COMPEX, the Windy City will certainly 
be the philatelic arena in the Mid-West in May/June! Entries-and visitors
from other parts of the country are invited ... 

Three good reasons are evident for your active participation in these twn 
events : We need to promote sec in the Mid-West, and should therefore con
centrate on COMPEX. We also need to promote SCC in the East, and should 
therefore zero in on SOJEX. And thirdly- we need to promote SCC every
where, and our active and enthusiastic support of both S.OJEX and OOMPEX 
will 'benefit us not only in these two areas, but all over the continent. That's 
how important these two shows are! We can do as we have unfortunately 
done lately-just worry about our own backyard as far as exhibitions are con-
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cerned, and the result will be less than impressive. But we can also change 
our t hinking and worry about SCC as a whole and thu~ achieve results which 
will be s'pectacular. The choice isn't really difficult, is it? 

sec CHAP'l'ER REPOR'J'S sec 
Because of space shortage, and also lack of reports from many chapters, 

we dispense with the usual listing of the chapters and their activities in t his 
issue. 

Instead, we bring you a picture report from three of them. If your chap
ter has recent photos of your meetings and/ or activities, please send them 
in , and a s often as space permits we will include them . 

The 1968 Chapter 9 Administra tion. Front row from left: Harold Rai
mert, Treasurer; Vic Engstrom, President; Tom Cullen. Vice-President. BacK 
r ow from left: Angus 'I''dd, Secretary; Art Lind, MART Ylgr. ; Bob Helm, 
Programs. 

From a Chapter ~O n;eeting last year. From left : Jan Untveil, Al Hewitt, 
Lillian Daubert, Jack Banks, sbnding (President), Bill Daubert, Al Daube~t 
(Secretary-Treasurer), Norman Belford, and Bob Pogson. 
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From Chapter 12's recent Christmas Party. The meeting room is being 
decorated , the "pepparkakshus" and flags already in place. 

Among the 37 present, four wore genuine Norwegian and Swedish nartio!1-
al costumes. From left: Mrs. Sites, Miss and Mrs. N orby, and Mrs. Turner. 

Specializing exclusively in 

Stamps, Covers and Rare Philatelic Material 
from the Scandinavian countries, i.e. 

DENMARK, incl. DWI, Slesvig, F;;roe Islands, Greenland and Thule. 
FINLA~D, incl. Au:ms, E:arelia, and North Tn germ anlanrl. 

ICELAND - NORWAY - SWEDEN 

HANS O. ELM-GREN 
Willowdale, Ontario, Canada 
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SPLS offers the best: 

FACrT 1968 $4.00 - AFA 1968 $2.0(1 

AF A S'PECIALIZED $5.5'0 

QVIST VARIETY PLATES $2.50 (12 per package) 

Handbook Danish Wavy-line Stamps 1905-33· $5.50 

Handbook Danish Postfaerge Stamps $?..50 

Vol. 25, No. 1 

Wowern's Speciali zed GREENLAND/ FAEROE ISLANDS $5.00 

Odense Exhibition Catalo·g with Lindskog's GREENLAND $3.00 

3-volume Swedish Handbook with reprints $34.00 

2-volume Norwegian Handrbook with reprints $25.00 

(Sorry, NORGESKATALOGEN 1967 sold out!) 

Scandinavian Philatelic Literature Service 
Box 175, Ben Franklin Sta., Washington, D. C. 20044 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
Scandinavia - Western Europe 

Back issues available 
WALTER H. HINZ 

5 No. 6th St. 
Vineland, N. J. 08360 

THE POSTHORN 
Official Publication of the 

SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB 
Published at least four times per year. Maile:l free to members of SCC. 

Subscriptions from non-members are accepted at $6.00 
per 6 issues ($1.25 per single i 3S 'Je ) . Advertising rates on request. 

Editor: R. Norby, Box 175, Ben Frarklin Sta., Washington, D. C. 20044 
to whom all material and communications concerning 

The Posthorn should be sent. 


