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Bridging the Sound 
The Postal History of the Copenhagen-Malmo Crossing 

By Stefan Danielski 

On July 1 this year, the first fixed connection between Denmark and Sweden was 
officially opened. The 16-km bridge-tunnel combination crosses the 0resund waterway 
(the Sound - in English), closing the gap between these two neighbors. The link runs from 
Copenhagen 's Kastrup airport through a submerged tunnel beneath the 0resund (S und) to 
a man-made island of Peberholm, then by the bridge crossing over the navigation channel 
to Malmo, Sweden. With its dual-track railway and a four-lane highway, it can handle 
10,000 cars and 18,000 passengers per day. 

The Copenhagen-Malmo crossing cannot be regarded as an isolated route. It has to be 
regarded as a link in a larger passenger, freight, and mail transportation grid between 
Scandinavia and the rest of Europe. This article presents the crossing history from the 
postal historian's perspective. 

The Early Period 

The Copenhagen-Malmo sea post was established by Danish King Christian IV on 
June 1, 1615 as part of the local postal route connecting Copenhagen with Skane and 

One of the ferries between Copenhagen and Malmo. The reverse of 
the picture post card reads "Travel with the ()resund boats." 

Blekinge provinces 
located on the east side 
of Sund.1 The Blekinde 
route started from 
Copenhagen via 
Malmo, Lund, 
Kristianstad 
(Christianstad), 
S¢lverborg 
(S¢lffuidsborg), 
Ronneby (Rundebye) to 
Kristianopel 
(Christianopel). It was 
listed in the first Postal 
Ordinance of December 
24, 1624 setting up the 
first Danish national 

postal service.2 The route was in service until 1645. Following a lost war in 1658, 
Denmark ceded the provinces east of the Sound 3 to Sweden. 

Loss of Skane and Blekinge to Sweden created a difficult situation for the provincial 
population who had close ties with Danes on the other side of the Sund. The main Swedish 
weekly postal service with Hamburg, operated since 1620, did not use the Malmo
Copenhagen crossing; instead, the route used the Helsingborg-Helsing¢r link to cross the 
Sund at the narrowest point. 

The postmaster in Malmo, Hans Kaspar Heublein, arranged a special postal connection 
between Sweden and Denmark in 1668. An announcement by the governor of Skane, Gustaf 
Baner, on April 30, 1668 proclaimed re-establishment of passenger and mail service between 
Malmo and Copenhagen, operating twice weekly by a Swedish mail yacht (Figure 1). ~ 
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Copenhagen mail service announcement of 1668. 

Figure 1 

Since the service was a local initiative not arranged by the Post Office in Stockholm, 
the service had to be self-sufficient. The mail boat had the right to carry travelers not only 
on the normal days but also outside the schedule because the revenue from carrying letters 
alone could not cover crew expenses . The public was encouraged to send letters to 
Denmark and Hamburg using the new service. The Swedish government approved the 
service on August 12 of the same year with a condition that as long as Heublein kept up 
the service and paid the crew no one else could put another mail yacht in service or by any 
means harm the approved sea post connection. Nevertheless, this sea post apparently was 
short lived. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Sweden and Denmark warred against each other for 
Baltic domination . Since 1620, the Swedish postal service used the route to Hamburg, the 
principal transfer point for mail communication with central Europe, through Denmark. To 
avoid frequent interruption, Sweden established an alternative postal route to Hamburg in 
1683 with a sea post connection between Ystad in Sweden and Stralsund in Swedish 
Pomerania (today 's Germany) without passing through Denmark. The new route became 
important for mail and passenger communication from Sweden, Norway, and Finland to 
central Europe.4 Over the years and after many transformations, it exists nowadays as 
Trelleborg-Sassnitz ferry crossing. The rivalry between Sweden and Denmark formally 
ended at Kiel in January 1814 after signing a treaty in which Denmark relinquished its 
rights over Norway to Sweden. 

At the beginning of the 19th century Sweden still maintained two major postal routes 
to Hamburg: one passing through Denmark with Helsingborg-Helsing¢r crossing over the 
Sund and another with a Baltic Sea crossing from Ystad to Stralsund/Greifswald in 
Prussia. 

In 1830, new scheduled mail and passenger service was established between Malmo 
and Copenhagen operated by the sailing packet ships. The first steamship was introduced 
eight years later. The same year the Swedish Post Office decided to send mail over the 
Sound only on steamships, finding them more reliable than sailing ships. In the 1850s >-
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steamship connections were arranged daily between these two cities. Occasionally 
mailbags were canied by sailing ferries mostly in winter when steamships could not be 
used due to weather. 

Copenhagen established direct steamship postal routes to Kiel, Ltibeck!fravemtinde 
(1824) for mail head ing to Hamburg and with Stettin for mail to Prussia. In 1848, the 
Danish mail routes to Hamburg through the duchies and Kiel were closed because of the 
Schlesvig-Holstein rebelli on. As a replacement on April 19, 1848, the Swedish steamship 
"Malmo" began regular weekly service between Malmo and Travemtinde via Copenhagen 
carrying bags with Swedish and Danish mail. 

In order to speed up delivery, a proposal was submitted to open Swedish sorting post 
offices on Danish stean1ship ferries crossing the Sund between Copenhagen and Malmo. 
The permission to open post office compartments was granted by the King of Sweden on 
March 24, 1882. Starting in 1906 similar postal compartments were established on ferries 
serving the Helsing¢r-Helsingborg route. 

Railway Revolution 

The railway revolution swept through Europe in the 19th century. It was a massive 
shift in transportation technology and infrastructure where none existed before. 

The first railway in the kingdom of Denmark (completed in September 1844) went 
from Kiel to Altona,5 at that 
time both Danish towns. The 
opening of the railway 
between Copenhagen and 
Kors¢r in 1856 allowed 
Danish mail steamers to move 
from Copenhagen to Kors¢r to 
serve Kiel, Lubeck, Nyborg, 
and Aarhus, cutting travelling 
time significantly. 

Railways on the German 
side were constructed faster 
than in Denmark, covering 
German states with a network 
of tracks. The Berlin
Hamburg railway was 
completed in 1847; a branch 
connection to Li.ibeck was 
opened on October 15 , 1851; 
the Stettin-Berlin railway in 
1843; and a branch from 

A picture post card of a poster promoting the Copenhagen
Malmo postal route. The reverse of the card reads: "MALMO, 
one of Oresundsbolaget's first posters, (produced) just before 
the union (between Sweden and Norway) was dissolved in 

Berlin to Wismar was extended in 1850. 
Sweden railway development was much slower. It was 1865 before the railway to 

Malmo was completed, allowing transport of passengers , goods, and mail directly from 
Stockholm. 

The Copenhagen-Malmo crossing, with its daily service and convenient 
railway/steamship routes to Hamburg and Berlin, offered better and faster service than the 
Baltic crossing between Ystad and Stralsund. The railway branch line to Stralsund on the 
Prussian side was completed in November 1863 and three years later the Swedish railway 
was extended to Ystad. >-
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Copenhagen-Malmo Crossing 
Postmarks: Examples 

There were a number of postal 
markings applied on mail sent through 
the Copenhagen-Malmo route. They can 
be divided into four groups: 1, postmarks 
used on board the ships by post office 

:~°is~~· 
: ~:=1 0 ::=<: : 
.. lsof~. .... :-: .. ·· 

crew; 2, special 
cancellers used in a 
shore post office for 
mail posted on board 
the ferries; 3, transit 

Swedish Ferry Postmark markings applied by 
1901. 1904 

shore post offices; and 
4, markings used by Railway TPO to 
indicate country of origin. 

The only known Swedish date stamp 
applied on board ferries was used from 
1901 to 1904. It could be applied on mail 
posted on board or taken from boxes 
hanging at the ship berth in Copenhagen 
and Malmo. 

Later, 
two date 
stamps 
were used 
in the 
Malmo 
post office 
for mail 

1930 
1947 - 1948 June 16, 1956 - 1974 ? 

collected from the Sund ferries. The first 
one is recorded on mail from 1947 and 
1948. It seems to be a modified postmark 
produced for the experimental air mail 
flight between the two cities in 1930. The 
second date stamp was a standard 
POSTAD OMBORD canceller. (Similar 
date stamps were used on other ferry 
routes.) 

The Danish Post Office issued its 
first ferry date stamp in 1909 and they > 

" 1909-19\l 
1930-1936 

tt>00rdod2 &4 POSTS 

.. 
Feb. - Nov. 19SO 

Recorded I and2POST 

"' 191 1 -1914 
1929 - 1937 
1947 - l9S3 

R~l.2aod4POSTS 

., 
!9S9- 197l 

Recorded I and2POST. 

#) 

1938 -1 939 
Reiwrdod2aod4POST 

.. 
1972 

ll&eorded2POST 

In order to speed delivery and provide 
faster mail exchange, Prussia in May 1849 
established eight traveling railway post 
offices as independent of the regular post 
offices. This innovation was adopted soon 
by the Danish Post Office ( 1850) and later 
by Swedish Postal administration (1868). 
A postal treaty concluded in July 1869 
between Sweden and Prussia required 
Denmark, Prussia, and Sweden to convey 
mail primarily by trains on the main routes . 

As passenger traffic grew in volume, 
bigger ships called ferries, more suitable to 
carry increasing numbers of passengers on 
short routes, had to be built to address the 
growing demand. With a rapid 
development of rail , it was a matter of time 
before special ferries were built to convey 
railway cars across the sea. 

Although Denmark cannot claim the 
invention , it became a world pioneer in 
successful train ferries - introduced in 
1872 for the first time between Fredericia, 
Jutland, and Strib on the island of Funen 
and 11 years later on the route across the 
Great Belt between Kors¢r and Nyborg. 

In 1895, the Danske Statsbaner 
(Danish State Railway) "DSB" introduced 
the first train ferry "Kj¢benhavn" between 
Copenhagen and Malmo offering direct 
railway connection between Stockholm 
and Copenhagen. Using the train ferry 
crossing between Kors¢r- Kiel (operating 
since 1881), passengers and mail could be 
transported without leaving a railway 
wagon directly from Stockholm via 
Copenhagen to Berlin. Later, 
"Kj¢benhavn" was augmented by the 
Swedish train ferry "Malmo" owned by the 
Svenska Staten Jarnvagar (Swedish State 
Railway). 

Sweden and Germany jointly 
continued to develop an alternative 
passenger and mail route to Berlin. The 
Ystad-Stralsund route become obsolete 
with their shallow harbors and it was 
decided to move ferry terminals to 
Trelleborg on the Swedish side and 
Sassnitz on the German island of > 

THE POSTHORN, November 2000 



Riigen. On May 1, 1897 the new train ferry 
crossing was officially inaugurated between 
Trelleborg and Sassnitz offering direct 
passenger and mail connection to Berlin 
from Stockholm and Norway. The 
Trelleborg-Sassnitz crossing became 
popular and most Swedish foreign mail was 
sent this route. 

In response, Denmark and Germany 
developed a shorter sea crossing to 
Germany between Gedser in Denmark and 
Wamemiinde on the German side that had 
been operating since 1849. On October 2, 
1903, four train ferries were put in service 
by Danske Statsbaner "DSB" and Deutsch 
Nordischen Lloyd. The new route saved 
significant time between Copenhagen and 
Berlin over the Kors¢r-Kiel crossing. After 
World War I, this became the most 
important sea crossing between Denmark 
and Germany. 

Despite the popularity of the 
Trelleborg-Sassnitz crossing, a significant 
amount of Swedish mail to Europe was 
conveyed through Denmark via the Malmo
Copenhagen sea link. 

Golden Era of Sea Service 

The Copenhagen-Malmo sea link 
entered the 20th century with fully 
developed passenger, train, and mail 
service. Passenger ferries operated by 
Danske Dampskibsselskabet 0resund of 
Copenhagen and Svenska 
Rederiaktiebolaget bresund of Malmo 
catered to growing numbers of passengers 
crossing the Sund. All ships were equipped 
with post offices on board the ships 
(postkupeexpeditioner) to sort and process 
mail posted on board. The service became 
popular among the local population 
particularly on the Swedish side because 
the crossing time was only 95 minutes and 
attractive prices for food and alcohol were 
available on the Danish side. Parallel train 
ferry service also allowed passengers to 
travel without leaving a railway wagon 
from Stockholm to Copenhagen and via 
Copenhagen to Berlin. >-

were in use until1973. Six types can be 
distinguished. It is believed they were 
assigned to post office crews rather than a 
particular ship. Additional FRA 
SVERIGE (From Sweden) markings 
were issued for mail franked with 
Swedish postage. 

In both cities, post offices were 
equipped with transit Fra/Fnin markings 
to apply on mail delivered from ferries. 

I Fra Sverig e I jFra Sverige j 

Kjo~~~v; ~orsor Kjobcnhavn - Gcdser 

1897 - 1907 ;!·~;~~~ 

Because some of the Swedish mail sent to 
Germany via Copenhagen and the . 
Kors¢r-Kiel route slipped through 
unmarked between 1897 and 1907, a 
special Fra Sverige marking was issued 
for the Copenhagen-Kors¢r TPO. Later, a 
similar marking was issued for the 
Copenhagen-Gedser route. Both markings 
are rather scarce. 

Sodr& Stambanan 
49x8mm 
1866-1867 

(FRAN DANMARK.) 
PKXP62 
50x9mm 

1897 - 1923 

(FRP.NDANMARK.) 

PKXP2 
49x8 mm 

1883 - 1936 

(rnP. N DAN MARK) 
PKXP62 
5h:9 mm 

1897 - 1923 

Shown above are a separate group of 
markings used by the Swedish Railway 
TPO that sometimes runs to Copenhagen. 

These Fra Sverige and Fran 
Danmark transit marks below indicate 
country of origin. I 

l&Sl ·\178 
Copenba1eo I 

Fra Sverige 

Fra Sverige 

1178-UU 
Copooh .... K 

Fra Sverige 
1911 - 111 13 

Copenbaae:n B 

(FRANDANMARK.) 
1111 ~0%9 mm 

1876-1971 

Fra Sverige 
M. 

UU-1910 
Copenb.la;e:nX: 

I Fra Sverige I 
)6,;llm.m 

Copenhe.genB (l912-1917) 
Copenbq;en Omk (I Ill 3-1923) 

Copcnbqe:n X: (1926-1933) 

M 56x\2mm 
1936 
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During World War I both countries were neutral and probably the mail and passenger 
service was maintained but on a smaller scale. Nazi occupation of Denmark in World War 
II affected passenger traffic between Copenhagen and Malmo. Sweden maintained its 
official neutrality but because of economic reasons cooperated with Germany, allowing 
even German soldiers transit through Sweden. In 1945 Swedish diplomat Count Folke 
Bernadotte, after negotiation with Himmler and Ribbentrop, arranged release of a couple 
thousand women and children from German concentration camps. Most of them were 
transported from Copenhagen by Swedish ferries to Malmo. 

After WWII, the division of Germany into two separate countries changed the 
geopolitics of the region. Sassnitz and WamemUnde became a part of East Germany and 
Berlin became a free city inside East Germany. Both sea links across the Baltic (Gedser
WamemUnde and Trelleborg-Sassnitz) were activated after the war but traffic was a trickle 
due to travel and trade restrictions imposed by the Communist regime in East Germany. 

There was a need for a new direct connection between West Germany and Denmark. 
A new sea crossing was inaugurated by passenger-train ferry between Gedser and 
Grossenbrode on the West German side on July 14, 1951. The distance between two 
terminals was 67 km and was jointly operated by passenger-train ferries operated by 
Danske Statsbaner (Danish State Railway) and Deutsche Bundesbahn (West German State 
Railway). Italy-Scandinavian Express E-146 and later Swiss Express E-144 used the ferry 
crossing. A shorter sea link was opened June 14, 1963 between R¢dby located in the 
southernmost Danish island of Lolland and Putttgarden in West Germany. The new route 
reduced the sea crossing to 19 km and was called "Fuglefluglinie" (Bird Flight Line) 
because it follows a bird migration route. It allows travelers from Scandinavia to travel via 
Malmo-Copenhagen and Helsingborg-Helsingtir crossings directly to Western Europe by 
train and later by car (see Figure 2). 

To meet the demand, Danish operator Danske Dampskibsselskabet 0resund brought 
the first passenger-car ferries into 
service between Copenhagen and 
Malmo in 1956. It addressed the 
growing popularity of cars as a means 
of transportation among European 
population. Svenska 
Rederiaktiebolaget bresund of 
Malmo cut the crossing time to 35 
minutes after express hydrofoil 
passenger service was put in service 
in 1962. The same year, a Swedish 
operator inaugurated a shorter Sund 
route .between Lirnhamn, Sweden and 
Drag¢r, south of Copenhagen. The 
new 50-minute route was designated 
especially for cars and trucks. 

Bridging to a New Era 

The new era began in 1935 when 
the bridge was constructed over the 
Little Belt connecting the island of 
Funen with Jylland (Jutland) . At the 
same time, the automobile ~ 

S;Okm 

Major Scandinavian transportation routes after WWII. 

Figure 2 
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revolution was taking 
place. With growing 
prosperity, personal cars 
became affordable to 
everyone. The 
Mediterranean became a 
favorite touri st destination 
for Scandinavians. More 
people used cars instead 
of trains. Freight trailers 
and trucks became seri ous 
competitors to railways in 
Europe after the 1960s. 
Europe was covered with 
a web of international 
highways. The number of 
cars using the ferry ships 
between Germany and 
Denmark doubled in the 
last 10 years. The ferry 
crossing became a major 
cause of traffic delays. 

To address the 
growing demand, serious 
consideration was given to 
repl acing the ferry 
crossing with tunnels and 
bridges. In 1997, a tunnel 
was opened under the 
Great Belt and a year later 
a bridge over the Great 
Belt eliminated ferry 
service between Kors¢r 
and Nyborg. 

The idea to build a 
tunnel connecting 
Copenhagen and Malmo 
first originated in 1872. 
More than 100 years later 
and following lengthy 
discussions and 
preparation, the 
governments of Denmark 

Railway TPOs collecting mail bags from the 
Copenhagen-Malmo ferries or running to Copenhagen1 

PKXP - Postkupeexpedition (Post Office in mail compartment); 
number denotes a particular route. 
PKP - Postkupe (P.O. in ma il compartment). 

PKXP2 
Falkoping - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Falkoping Ranten - Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Nassjo - Malmo 
PKXP 10 
Jbnkoping - Malmo 
Falkoping - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Falkoping Ranten - Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Almult - Malmo 
Hassleholm - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Malmo - Copenhagen 
PKXP62 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo - Trelleborg 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo - Trelleborg 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Nassjo - Malmo 
PKXP83 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Nassjo - Malmo 
Nassjo - Mal mo - Copenhagen 
Nassjo - Mal mo 
PKP 141 
Mjolby - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Stockholm - Mjolby - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Mjolby - Malmo - Copenhagen 
Mjolby - Malmo/Helsingborg - Copenhagen 
Malmo - Copenhagen 
PKP 142 
Malmo - Copenhagen 

1868 - 1874 
1874 - 1877 
1877 - 1879 
1879 - 1903 
1903 - 1934 
1934 - 1968 

1868 - 1873 
1873 - 1874 
1874 - 1877 
1877 - 1879 
1879 - 1905 
1906 
1906 - 1907 
1908 
1911 - 19 12 

1886 - 1898 
1898 
1898 - 1901 
1901-1919 
1919 - 1920 
1920-1940 
1940-1947 
1947 - 1955 
1955 - 1968 

1897 - 1903 
1903 - 1921 
192 1 - 1934 
1934- 1940 
1940- 1968 

1950- 1951 
1950-1951 
1953 - 1963 
1963 - 1963 
1966 - 1968 

1950 - 1963 
I Source: Hjcrtbcrg, Per, PostkupCexpeditioner postiljons-och postkuphr 1868-1968. 
GOteborg. 

and Sweden formed the 0resundskonsortiet in 1991 to design and construct the fixed 
connection between Copenhagen and Malmo. Construction on one of the largest civil 
enginee1ing projects in northern Europe started in 1995 and was successfully completed in 2CXXl. 

The prospect of building a fixed link across the Sund affected Copenhagen-Malmo 
ferry operators. The last train ferry, "MS Malmohus," operated by the Svenska Staten > 
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Known Ships1 

Freya 
6resund, steamship 
Malmo, Swedish mail steamship 

Ophelia, Helsing0rske Dampskibsinteressentskab 

Horatio, private mail steamer 
Hd/singborg 
Engelholm 
Ha/land, Swedish private mail ship 
Svenska Staten Jiirnviigar, Malmo 
SS Malmo, train ferry 
MS Malmohus, train ferry 
SS Drotttning Victoria , train ferry 

Danske Statsbaner, Copenhagen 
Kj¢benhavn, train ferry 
SS Prins Christian, train ferry 
Svenska Rederiaktiebolaget Oresund, Malmo 
SS Gylfee 
SS Malmo 
MS Malmo (II), passenger ferry 
MS Malmo (III), passenger ferry 
SS Oresund 
SS Ornen 
SS Hdlsingborg 
MS Opal, Poli sh vessel 
Tunen, passenger hydrofoil 
Tranen, passenger hydrofoil 
Tumleren, passenger hydrofoil 
Danske Dampskibsselskabet 0 resund. Copenha2en 

1800 
1849 
April 19, 1848-
1859 weekly serv 
ice between 
Malmo, 
Copenhagen, and 
Travemunde 
1852-1855 Danish 
private mail 
steamship also 
sai led between 
Copenhagen and 
Helsingborg 
1855 

1860- 1864 ? 

1900-1945 
1945-1974 
1952-1968, used 
only as a replace
ment ship 

1895- 1923 
1923-1945 

1905 (?) 
1914-
1964-1 969 
1969- 1976 
1905-
1909 
19 12-
1986 
1962 
1962 
1962 

(charter) 

SS Gefion 1905 
MS Absalon, passenger-car ferry 1956-1974 (?) 
MS St. lbb 1958 
MS Ornen 1958 
MS Gripen , passenger-car ferry 1956-1976 
MS 0resund, passenger-car ferry 1960-1981 
MS Ornen (//), passenger ferry 1962-1982 
Euroway CMalmo-Copenhagen-Liibeckl. service discontinued in 1994 
MS Silja Festival 
MS Frans Svell 

1 The list is incomplete, and any corrections are welcome. 
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Jarnvagar. was 
removed from service 
in 1973. All trains 
from Stockholm to 
Copenhagen and to 
Central Europe via 
Copenhagen were 
directed to the 
Helsinborg-Helsin¢r 
crossing. The last 
Danish passenger-car 
ferry was removed 
from service in 1982, 
leaving only 
hovercraft and 
hydrofoil express 
service between the 
two cities. 

There was an 
attempt by another 
ferry operator to 
capture the market by 
offering service 
between Malmo, 
Copenhagen, and 
Li.ibeck in West 
Germany. Ferry service 
offered by Euroway, 
however, was 
discontinued in 1994. 

One of the 
world 's busiest ferry 
routes - between 
Helsingborg and 
Helsing¢r - started to 
feel capacity 
problems in the 
1980s. A new sea 
link was opened in 
1985 between 
Helsingborg and 
Copenhagen for 
ferries carrying only 
freight trains. Two 
ferries owned by 
Svenska Staten 
Jarnvagar and Danske 
Statsbaner serviced 
the route . ~ 



The new fixed link over the Sound will have a tremendous economic impact on the 
region and it will change the transportation system not only between Sweden and 
Denmark but also on the Baltic Sea, which took almost 400 years to develop. The full 
extent of the impact will be seen in the future. • 

Stefan Danielski is a marine engineer employed on the Great Lakes ships. He is a new 
member of SCC. His interest is the Baltic mail. He has published books and articles in the 
U.S., the UK, West Germany, Austria, and Poland. 

Footnotes 

1 Then Danish territories. 
2 At that time Copenhagen's mayor, council, and four guilds operated the postal service. 
3 Halland, Skane, and Blekinge. 

4 By 1827, 70 percent of the Swedish and Norwegian mail was sent via Ystad and 
Greifswald, Prussia. 

5 Part of Hamburg today. 
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Danish West Indies 
Do you have any of the bi-colored issues of 1873-1902 for sale? 

I am interested in used and mint single stamps, strips, blocks and sheets, 
as well as covers with stamps and stationery on them. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

KNun RASMUSSEN 

0sterbrogade 54 D. st. DK-2100 Copenhagen, Denmark 
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Local Icelandic Sea Mail 
By I>6r porsteins 

Increased sailings late in the 19th century also increased the possibilities of sending 
mail by sea. This article deals with mail transported on steamers between inland harbors 
and mail arriving in Iceland from abroad when this mail was placed in boxes or handed 
on to a steamer before sailing. Mail and cancels from smaller infjord boats, which canied 
freight, passengers and mail on inland waterways, are excluded here as little is known 
about cancellations of mail in remote areas between post offices. 

Since passing of the Postal Law of February, 26, 1872 every ship captain was obliged 
to carry loose letters from his sailing harbor to the intended one in Iceland or abroad, 
according to the sailing schedule. A paragraph was added in 1901 permitting the Post to 
put up locked mail boxes for letters on steamers sailing between harbors in Iceland if 
convenient. The boxes were to be exchanged in harbors on anival. In addition, every 
infjord boat receiving a grant from the government was obliged to carry mail. Similar · 
obligations are found in all postal Jaws until after World War II. 

An announcement on September 26, 1872 instructed that letters put in mail boxes on 
postal steamers with Icelandic or Danish postage stamps were to be cancelled in post 
offices at the steamer 's port of anival. 

The first known reference to mail boxes is found in a letter from the Governor to the 
Postmaster dated May 9, 1896 where he says that "SS Vesta," operated then by the 
Icelandic Treasury, had obtained a mail box with a key. It also is known that two boxes 
were bought in Denmark February 8, 1899 and delivered to Iceland May 20. These boxes 
were intended for the coastal traffic steamers "SS H6Jar" and "SS Skalholt," which were 
sailing regular trips around Iceland from April into October according to an agreement 
made with the United Steamship Company (DFDS) in 1897. Such boxes were without 
doubt put up in most, if not all , coastal steamers, although sources are missing. Also, it 
was permitted to transport ordinary mail around the coast with other ships. 

A rule was established at the beginning of postal traffic that if a collecting office 
without any handstamp received mail with uncancelled stamps it was to pass it on to the 
next post office for cancellation. Additional cancels were introduced as offices were 
established at calling places. All mail, whether from the landpost or from steamers, inland 

Card with numeral "200" used on "SS Skalholt." 
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or foreign, was to be 
cancelled. Usually it is 
impossible to 
distinguish whether it is 
a ship letter or from 
inland mail except by 
the written content. 
Few date, crown and 
posthorn, or numeral 
cancels are known on 
ship letters from the 
19th or early 20th 
centuries. It is known 
that the "SS Ska!holt," 
and probably the "SS ~ 



Small Skipsbrjef from Reykjav{k, 1909. 

H6lar," used a numeral 
cancel. Cancellations 
are known with names 
of the steamers, but this 
was done without 
permission of the 
Postmaster. 

Posting at Dockside 

A letter could be 
posted in a mail box 
while the steamer was 
at anchor. At sailing 
time, the box was put 
aboard and no post 
office handled the mail; 
stamps, therefore, were 

uncancelled. The problem of uncancelled stamps was discussed in a letter from the post 
office in Vopnafjo10 ur to the Postmaster in Reykjavik on June 20, 1897 saying: "The 
letters from Bremmes are delivered in ports of call uncancelled and therefore the danger 
exists the stamps will be used again and again.The on ly way to prevent this is to hand 
Bremrnes a postal cancel (destruction handstamp) and instruct captain Hansen to cancel 
the mail before deli very." On the letter is written with ink in Reykjavik "afgr" (executed) 
but it is not known what was done. A possibility exists that there is an additional unknown 
use of the crown and posthom cancel "Brefhiroing" (collecting office), a general name for 
the smallest type of post offices in Iceland. 

In the agreement with DFDS, and also with other shipping lines that sailed the coast, 
a paragraph stated that if the post quantity is so high that the Postmaster deems it 
necessary to send a postman to handle the mail and put up a temporary office on the 
steamer, then he shall receive free passage on the steamer. This raises the question whether 
some postal steamers had a numeral or other cancels from the post office for its use, or if 
the postman, sailing occasionally, brought the cancel and used it during his sailing. 

As part of the Danish kingdom, Iceland became a member of UPU on October 9, 

r 

Postage due card with Sldpsbref from isajjo10 ur, 1919 (Only lawwn use). 
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1874 and so UPU 
rules should also be in 
force in Iceland. A 
resolution at the postal 
congress in Vienna in 
1891 concc:rning a 
cancel with the name 
"Paquebot" or similar 
text for cancell ation of 
ship mail became 
effective in 1894. In 
Iceland, nothing 
happened until 1902 
when a special cancel 
was received at the post 
office in Reykjavik ~ 
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Numeral "215" used on "Esja," 1925-26. 

with the wording 
"Skipsbrjef." 

OnJanuary9, 1914 
Kjobenhavns 
Stempelfabrik delivered 
two cancels to Reykjavik 
with the names 
"Skipsbrjef' and 
"Paquebot." Both are 
metal with a frame around 
the names. In the country 
the only post office to 
receive one was fsafjoro ur, 
which bought a rubber 
Skipsbrff cancel on 
September 21 , 1913. It is 
only known used until 

1919 and it is not known if it was used both on local and foreign mail. 
Cancellation on fo reign ship letters in later years usually was in accord with UPU 

rules from the London congress in 1929 where it was decided that mail placed in mai l 
boxes on the high seas or accepted by postmen on steamers could be franked with stamps 
from the steamer's registration country. This resolution is still valid today. If letters are 
mailed outside territorial waters or harbors they are to be stamped with the local date 
cancel and carry "Paquebot" in writing or by stamping. 

After 1914, coastal steamers have not used postal cancels (except "Esja," which 
received a numeral in 1925 and a date stamp 1926). This probably is because it was easier 
to hand mail to post offices in the next port of arrival. It is known, however, that some 
boats in infjord sailings received numerals for canceling stamps as they had several ports 
of call between post offices. 

Working rules for postal transport among the Scandinavian countries from 1935 states 
that stamps of both countries are valid for sea mail moving from one country to the next. 
They are to be stamped with a special handstamp showing the mailing country. Despite 
this, several letters with Danish stamps , especially from 1936-38, are known cancelled 
only with an ordinary Reykjavik date stamp. The establishment of the Scandinavian Postal 
Union in 1946 probably affected the buying of four rubber cancels with the text: Fra 
Danmorku, Noregi, Svij>j6o, and Finnland (From Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland). 
None found much use except as CTO. 

Suspension During Wartime 

Two similar metal cancels with the wording "AOkomio" (Arrived) were used in 
Reykjavik, first during 1936-1938 and again in 1948-1952. A great increase in mai l 
transport via buses started after 1930 and it was common to hand the drivers stamped 
letters for delivery at the Reykjavik post office. The AOkomiO cancels were used on mail 
that arrived uncancelled in Reykjavik. 

At the beginning of World War II, a temporary law was passed on October 20, 1939 
prohibiting giving out information on sailings or arrival of steamers between Iceland and 
foreign countries. This resulted in no sea post mail stamped with special cancels during 
the war. 

After military occupation of Iceland in May 1940, the use of mai l boxes on>-
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steamers was discontinued because 
soldiers had sent uncensored mail on 
ships sailing between countries. On 
January 15, 1941 the postal 
authorities warned sailors and 
passengers sailing between Iceland 
and England or the Commonwealth 
that it was not permitted to carry any 
mail to or from British soldiers but all 
should go through censorship of the 
army. This warning was repeated in 
March 1943. Special ship letter 
cancellation started again in 1944. 
From 1948-52 the use of the "AOkomio" 
cancel replaced "Skipsbrjef' on sea 
mail as well as mail from the buses. 

Since 1983, a cancel is known in 

Hr . O S V A L D U R l( N U D E S E N 

&f a. Jacob Andreas Arge 
Tinghuevegur 2o 
Torehavn, F0royar . 

HELL\,SUND 6a 

REKJAVIK 

ISLAND . 

Danish sea mail with Frli Danmorku used in 
Reykjavfk, 1936. 

use in Reykjavik with the words "Korn moo sj6p6sti" (Arrived in sea mail), but it is not 
known when it started or ended. It was used on air mail letters arriving incorrectly in sea 
mail. 

On February 14, 2000 the Postphil in Reykjavik received a new cancel with the 
word "PAQUEBOT." It is used to cancel mail from tourist liners calling at Reykjavik. 
This applies to mail from foreign steamers even though it is carrying Icelandic stamps. 

In foreign literature on Icelandic ship letters, a framed "Paquebot" cancel is said to 
have been in use in HafnarfjCirour. No record has been found of its existence or its use. It 
is the opinion of the author that it is incorrectly recorded as Icelandic. 

A fixed custom does not seem to have existed concerning the placement of sea mail 
cancels. To begin with only a sea mail cancel was used and always on the stamp. Later, it 
was put on the stamp and a date stamp added to the side. Subsequently, the date stamp 
was used on the stamp with the sea mail cancel to the side. Still, this is not constant. 
According to current rules, the date stamp should cancel the stamp and the other one 
placed to the side. • 

Inland cover with AOkomiOfrom 1945. 
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The author has been 
collecting Iceland for 40 
years and has published 
numerous articles and 
books on postal history of 
Iceland. This article was 
translated by the author 
from the Icelandic and 
adapted from his article in 
Frfmerkjabla06 , Vol.I , 
No . 3, February 2000. 
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Over the 
years, it has 
become 
traditional for 
friendly naval 
visits from 
various nations 
to call at the 
ports of Norway 
and elsewhere. 
After being 
cooped up on 
board for 
months, the 
young seamen 

Lively Naval Visitors to Norway 
By Frederick A. Brofos 

Figure 1 

~r L RnJ'll.ond Seary 

:?4 ·~ Dn!' i agh nt 

Pi 1.t~hu~&'1 

undoubtedly are eager to let off steam and celebrate ashore. 

p,-, 

Numerous philatelic covers with assorted postmarks and cachets were produced as 
souvenirs of these lively and festive occasions when sailors of different countries arrived 
and turned the town upside down. 

I described a card from the 1898 visit to Kristiania by the German naval training ship 
SMS Charlotte in Luren several years ago. 

16 

I have also seen cacheted covers from a "Midshipmen 's Cruise" by the ~ 

Scandinavian Stamps on the Internet! 

I 

www.gummesson.se 

Rolf Gummesson AB 
Kungsgatzn 55, SE - 11122 
Stockholm, Sweden 
telephone +46 8 238870 
fax +46 8 106118 

email rolf@gummesson.se 

I 

THE POSTHORN , November 2000 



USS Arkansas and USS Wyoming in July 1935. Oslo and Copenhagen were among their 
ports of call. No doubt, an exciting time was had by all. 

Figure 1 is a card from the Oslo visit of the USS Winslow in May 1937. Their so
called "Shakedown Cruise" also included stops at Stockholm, Helsinki , Amsterdam, and 
Leith (Scotl and) before returning to Philadelphia. A map cachet on the one-cent postal 
card shows thei r route. Apparently, Copenhagen was passed by twice, it perhaps being 
considered too li vely there. The ship's postmark shows "OSLO NORWAY" inserted 
between the ki ller bars and probabl y name changes were made at other ports of call. 
Covers undoubtedl y also exist from a U.S. naval visit to Oslo in 1923. 

I have two rather amusing newspaper clippings that vividly recall the excitement 
created at the time. The local press reported and commented on events as fo llows : 

"An American squadron of five warships and a large coaling vessel anchored 
yesterday in the bay of Piperviken (in Os lo harbor). The 6000 Americans, with their funn y 
white caps, quickly made an impression on the street scene." 

A later report had a different tone, though: 
"The large naval visits we had in Kristiania this Summer and Autumn has given a 

scandalous and frightening picture of our young girls morality. Yes, not only the young 
girls, but also grown-up women of an age when one would imagine they no longer 
exerted any particular attraction to the opposite sex. They have shown a lack of decency 
that has aroused general consternation. The worst was undoubtedly the American visit 
with the many colored naval seamen. Racial pronouncements are not nice, but one does 
not wish an active effort by Norwegian women to erase the race and color difference." 

A cartoon (Figure 2) entitled, "After the Naval Vi sit," referred to a trysting place at a 
park on the outski rts of Oslo. The cartoon in the satirical newspaper Hvepsen (The Wasp) 
was captioned: 

"The Royal Woods at Bygd¢y looked like a battlefi eld fo llowing the naval visit. 
Should their be raised a monument to the fallen?" • 

Figure 2 
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What's that Stamp Worth? 
by Roger Fontaine* 

This is an often-asked question at our stamp club and, indeed, 
at stamp clubs the world over. The answer is so much more than an 
intrinsic catalogue value. 

The value of that stamp is knowledge, friendship, 
camaraderie, and the sharing of a common passion. It is the 
pleasure of meeting old friends and of making new ones. It is 
looking forward to showing off a special find or of asking a 

18 

group a question or two about a 
paiticular stamp or philatelic 
item that has you stumped. 

It is the umavelling of 
a mystery. It is being part of a 
group that, collectively, carries forward 
an incredible amount of knowledge and expertise there 
for the taking. 

It's the sharing of a cup of coffee or a beer while 
comparing ideas and information. It's a warm smile and the 

cracking of a joke. It's the handshake at the closing of a deal. 
This is part of the true value of a stamp. • 

* The author is secretary-treasurer of SCC Chapter 24 in Manitoba, Canada 

2000 Special 

FACIT 

2000 Facit 
Scandinavia Specialized Catalog 

$47.95 (Net Cost $37.95 *) 
*The $4 7. 95 catalog comes with our bonus $10 

coupon toward a minimum $50 new purchase 
from one approval selection from your want list. 

· The primary Scandinavia specialized catalog. 
• Complete English/ Swedish text. 
• Call toll-free with VISA or MasterCard. 
• U.S. Orders $47.95 Postpaid (book rate). 
• Foreign orders add $3.00 for surface 

mail. Airmail and registration are extra. 

To order call 1-800-44 7-826 7 
or 1-336-376-9991 Fax 1-336-376-6750 
Email: js@JaySmith.com 
North American Distributor: 

Jay Smith & Associates 
P.O. Box 650-SCC615 
Snow Camp, NC 27349-0650 
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DAKA/GF Specialized Catalogs 

FAROE ISLANDS 2000 
Postmarks on and off cover since 19th 

century; postal rates since 1975; specialized 
treatment of World Wars 1 and ll provisionals; 
Faroes stamps since 1975; plate flaws; booklets; 
year sets; maxicards; exhibition cards; 
presentation packs; mai l of 1940s occupation; 
ship mail. In Engli sh and Danish. (GFIO. 224 
pages. $29 .50) 

DAKAS0NDERJYLLAND 
Postmarks of Northern Slesvig in German 

period (1864-1920) and related postal history: 
Danish cancels before 1865; first Danish cancels 
after 1920 reunification; postmarks in Northern 
Slevig area from beginning to 1920, plus postal 
history sections. Postmarks chronological under 
each post office in user-friendly layout with 
relevant information on periods of usage. In 
English and Danish. ( 144 pages. $29 .50) 

CLASSIC DENMARK 1999 
Many price changes; revised and expanded 

postal history chapter; ex tensive chapters on 
covers to foreign destinations, cancels, pre
philately, etc. For serious Denmark collectors, 
it's in a handy pocket format. In English and 
Danish. (204 pages. $27.50) 

GREENLAND 1999 
After treating the Pakke-Portos, there's full 

coverage of postal issues since J 938, including 
booklets, offic ial year sets (and forerunners), 
presentation packs, FDCs, maxicards, 
promotional cards, plate number blocks, se
tenant stamps from booklets and souvenir sheets, 
special fee stamps, postage due material, Thule 
locals, flight covers. Profusely illustrated, in 
Danish and English. (GFS. 192 pages. $29.50) 

GREENLAND CINDERELLA 1999 
Spans the range of Cinderella material. 

There's a detailed chapter on meter marks and 
specialized treatment of Christmas and charity 
seals, Greenland Children's Society labels and 
sheets, Gentofte Greenland Committee issues, 
promotion labels, commemorative sheets, locals, 
savings stamps, private stamp booklets, essays. 
Profusely illustrated; in Danish and English. 
(GF7. 120 pages. $24.50) 

ICELAND 1999 
Many price increases for rare stamps and 

covers , and a trend toward price increases for 

modern issues. New is a chapter on Greidslu 
and Orlof stamps, and the plate flaws section is 
expanded. In English and Danish. (GF20. 144 
pages. $24.50) 
FAROE ISLANDS PLATE FLAWS 1975-83 

Hundreds of varieties of Faroe stamps, 
many previous ly undocumented, are described, 
priced, and illustrated. Opens new specialty 
opportunities. In English and Danish. (GFlJ . 
72 pages. $2 1.50) 

GREENLAND POSTMARKS 
AFTER 1938 (1997) 

Over 1,200 postmarks are priced on piece 
and on cover. New to this edition are tables of 
Greenland and Danish place names and a 
chapter on APO postmarks. In English and 
Danish. (GF6. 128 pages. $21.50) 

DAKA DANSK BYPOST (1996) 
Covering all Danish locals and postmarks 

and prices for covers and stationery. In Engli sh 
and Danish. ( 144 pages. $24.50) 

DAKA CLASSIC (1998) 
ICELAND, GREENLAND, FAROES 
Iceland to 1918, Greenland to 1958, 

Faroes until 1945: stamps, postmarks, frankings, 
postal hi story. The Iceland chapter has updated 
data on covers to foreign destinations, 
postmarks, crown marks, prices for numerals on 
different stamps, prices for numeral cancels on 
cover. In Engli sh and Danish. (208 pages. 
$27.50) 

GREENLAND PAKKE-PORTO (1988) 
Most complete study of Pakke-Porto 

stamps ever, this Eric Wowern catalog and 
reference work is unsurpassed. In English and 
Danish. (GFI. 96 pages. $15.50) 

GREENLAND THULE (1985) 
The authoritative catalog/handbook on the 

five Thule stamps, with extensive chapters on 
plate flaws and postal history. In English and 
Danish. (GF4. 40 pages. $10.00) 

ICELAND I GILDI '02 - '03 
In 1941, Erik Lundgard wrote a treatise 

based on primary sources and interviews. This 
work, now published, throws new light on the 
stamps, covers philatelic side in detail, with 
information on the overprints and varieties. In 
Danish, but many illustrations and tables. (80 
pages. $36.50) 

Lizabeth Stamp Company 
P. 0. Box 321, Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
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Commemorating 125 Years of 
Icelandic Settlement in the West 

by Don Brandt 

The volcano Askja in the central highl ands of Iceland blew its top on March 29, 
1875, the largest py roc lastic erupti on in the country's recorded hi story. Volcanic ash 
blanketed the East Fjords fro m Bakkagerdi to Djupivogur and reached Stockholm, 
Sweden within 38 hours. With catastrophic consequences, not only in the East Fjords but 
throughout the north and northeast, farms and pastureland were devastated, hu mans and 
livestock died of starvation and, in a country already in the throes of economic hardship, 
the displaced and disi llusioned began to emigrate west. 

Less than 1,000 Icelanders had emigrated westward before Askja, beginning with a 
few Mormon converts to Utah in 1855. Canada, seeking imrnigrants to settle the vast 
wilderness of Western Canada, sent agents to Iceland and the other Nordic countries . 
Icelanders, however, were the only group to be promised an area of their own to co lonize 
in the Canadian northwest, enhanced by an offer of inex pensive sea fare, free 
transportation across Canada to Winnipeg, Manitoba and a homestead upon arri val. 

In 1983, the Institute of History at the Uni versity of Iceland published VestU1faraskra 
1870-1914 , the monumental research of Jlin fus H. Kri stinsson that lists the name, age, 
occupation, last domjc iJe and year of departure for almost every westward emigrant, as 
well as the port of departure and, if known, name of ship and intended destination. In 
1873, for example, about one-half of 323 recorded emigrants sailed on "Queen" out of 
Akureyri , while the remainder sailed on "Emma" (Akureyri ), "Bjorg" (Vopnafjordur) or 
"Pera" (Reykjavik). In 1874, most of some 400 emigrants were picked up at Saudarkr6kur 
and Akureyri by "St. Patrick," an Allan Line vessel that sailed directly to Quebec (perhaps 
the only time Icelanders did not have to sail to ei ther Scotland or England first). 

Mormon converts, mostl y from Vestmannaeyjar and all headed for Utah, sailed 
sporadically from Reykjav ik during 1870- 1900. More interesting were some 30 
emigrants, destined for Brazil , who sailed from Akureyri to Scotland and made their way 
to Spain for the voyage to South America. They came from the Lj6savatn and Laxardalu r 
areas northwest of Lake Myvatn. Until a few years ago, the fate of their descendants was 
unknown, but some were located and interviewed for local television. Lack of any contact 
with their mother country for more than 100 years, however, more or less disqualifi es the 
Brazilian contingent as being considered westernized Icelanders. 

Settlement Sheet Issued 

Gimli (Manitoba), the firs t permanent Icelandic settlement in Canada, was fou nded in 
September 1875. Thi s year on October 9 - the Day of the Postage Stamp - the Icelandic 
Postal Administration issued a miniature sheet to commemorate 125 years of settlement in 
the New World (Figure l ). The illustration is fro m the painting Landing at Willow Point 
by Ami Sigurdsson, which is owned by the New Iceland Heritage Museum in Giml i. It 
was designed by Icelander Throstur Magnusson and engraved by Martin Marek, and 
printed intaglio in size 87x73mm by Canadian Banknote Company, Ltd. 

The first pioneers encountered much difficulty, beginning with a six-week delay in 
sailing from England . Sickness and some loss of life at sea and a late arrival in Canada 
forced them to live in Ontario for a time, seeking temporary work and tryi ng to learn 
Canadian customs and a new language. Finall y a delegation of Icelanders, accompanied by 
missionary John Taylor, journeyed to Manitoba to search for a suitable site to establi sh >-
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a "New Iceland." Along the southwest shore of 300-mile-long Lake Winnipeg they found 
what they wanted: a lake bountiful with fish, a natural harbor, rich black soil, good 
pastureland, and abundant timber for construction and fuel. This area was promptly reserved 
for them by the Canadian government and the initial group of 268 Icelanders was 
transported from Muskoka, Ontario to incipient Gimli. 

The first winter probably was no worse than what they were familiar with in Iceland, 
except they were not established. Facing starvation, they had to accept a loan of wheat and 
some other staples. A smallpox epidemic and quarantine followed and a little later Lake 
Winnipeg flooded much of their area. After five extremely wet seasons, accompanied by 
more flooding, over one-half of the settlers departed for Dakota Territory. 

Askja emigrants began arriving in 1876, some 1,200 or so, mostly from the area north 
and east of the volcano that bore the brunt of ash, with lesser numbers from the area 
roughly between Blonduos and Akureyri. The year 1877 witnessed almost no emigration, 
but then the westward exodus began from all areas of Iceland, not to drop off until 1894. 

Two new factors contributed to this: pack ice across the north in 1878 and a string of 
severe extra-long winters 
during 1882-87. Perhaps 
some encouraging letters 
from the new Icelandic 
colony changed a few 
minds, too. The 1880 
census of Iceland totalled 
just over 72,000 - by 
1894 some 10,000 
emigrants had gone west! 

To counter 
dwindling numbers, 
Canada renewed efforts to 
seek Icelanders, offering 
a rock-bottom fare from 
Iceland to Winnipeg 
(equal to the price of two 
good overcoats at the 

• • f SLAND 20000 : • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Figure 1 

time), and not without good reason, according to Professor Norman Mcdonald in his book 
Canada-Immigration and Colonization 1841-1903 (Aberdeen University Press, 1966). The 
Canadian government regarded Icelanders as ideal settlers in the west - honest, 
industiious, frugal, simple in their habits and requirements, physically strong and well 
educated. Mcdonald also remarked that no other group of immigrants showed a· greater 
desire to become Canadian citizens. 

The miniature sheet issued in October continues the annual Day of the Postage Stamp 
tradition in Iceland which began in 1986 and has witnessed 12 miniature sheets and three 
sets with a postal transportation theme. Finland and a few other European countries share 
this tradition . The sheet bears a 200 kronur denomination plus 50 kronur charity amount, 
thus selling for 250 kronur. First-day cancellations show the date encircling a Canadian 
maple leaf. 

Askja epilogue: If you visit Iceland and seek some real adventure, then make a visit 
to the Askja caldera (actually three, totalling 55 square kilometers). In addition to 
Oskjuvatn, the deepest lake in Iceland, you can bathe in the crater lake Vfti ("Hell"), 
which is warm on the surface but cold beneath. Askja has been asleep since 1961. • 
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Rare Danish Block Auctioned 
The only known used block of four of 

Denmark's 2 RBS was sold for Euro 250,000 
($220,000 plus Euro 50,000 commissions and 
taxes) at Postiljonen 's September auction in 
Malmo. The block was the highlight piece in the 
third and final auction of the Gene Scott 
collection. Postiljonen reported the purchaser 
wished to remain anonymous. The bock of four 
was in a childhood collection in Denmark before 
it came on the auction block in 1985. The block is 
considered the rarest multiple in Danish philately, 
according to Postiljonen. • 

Norway Letter Rates Abroad: A Review 
Nmwegian Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 1743to1855, by Harry Snarvold, 
hardbound, 55 pages, illustrated. NOK 350 (valid through 2000) plus postage (NOK 120 
by air and NOK 70 by surface to U.S.) from Oslo Philatelic Society, P. 0 . Box 298 
Sentrum, N0-0103 OSLO, Norway. 

The missing link in the study of Norwegian letters to foreign destinations has been 
amply described by the well-known postal historian Harry Snarvold. He has now at last 
published what he knows about Norwegian mail going abroad - and that is quite a lot. 

The great problem with this period is that all letters going abroad had to be prepaid 
by the sender to the nearest destination abroad - usually Gothenburg, Copenhagen, or 
Hamburg. The postage to be paid by the sender is rarely noted on the letter, but it can be 
reconstructed by using the information now made available by Snarvold. 

In 55 interesting pages, an excellent survey of this interesting and previously only 
fragmentari ly researched period is given. The book is divided into two main chapters; the 
first covering mail sent through Sweden and the second part mail through Denmark. In 
this period, Norway had no postal exchange with other countries, even if some mail could 
be sent occasionally by ship either to the United Kingdom or the Netherlands. 

The various letter rates to foreign destinations are clearly explained mostly in tabular 
form. One should note, however, that inland distance postage to the border post office 
(Frederikshald, Kongsvinger, Laurvig [Frederiksvcem], V cerdalen and Al ten) would have 
to be paid in addition . A uniform rate of 6 skilling to the border exchange post offices was 
introduced in 1849. Also, until January 1, 1846, there was a receipt charge at the post 
office of 1-2 skillings for prepaid letters. 

The book is excellent and a must for those interested in pre-adhesive letters from 
Norway. The book is written in Norwegian , but should be easily understandable from the 
illustrations and tables. • 

-Paul H. Jensen 
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NORDIA 2001 Update 
Detailed final plans are being completed for the first major 
exhibition of the millennium in the United States. The combined 
NORDIA/ARIPEX/APS show in Tucson, AZ January 19-21 , 2001 
will be a blockbuster affair that no philatelist, especially Nordic 
area collectors, should miss. If you haven't made your 
reservations for the tour packages and postal history 
symposium, do so immediately by using the registration form 
enclosed with this issue of The Posthorn, or print it from 

www.nordia2001.org. The Kartchner Caverns tour is full but NORDIA officials are 
trying to schedule another that day, so sign up and you will be advised. Some of the 
highlights you can expect: 

• The famous 3 skilling yellow error of Sweden, only known copy, world's most valuable 
stamp (over $2 million). 

• Bureau of Engraving and Printing 's Billion-Dollar Collection of uncut currency sheets, 
treasury notes, and uncut sheets of stamps issued for the Nordic countries. 

• United States National Postal Museum Jenny airmail inverts and the infamous CIA 
error inverted one dollar stamp. 

• American Philatelic Society's frame telling the story of the Dag Hammarskjold error 
issue. 

• George Kramer's Pony Express Mail exhibit. 

• National Postal Museum and University of Arizona documents and artifacts (including 
Geronimo's rifle) pertaining to Postal Inspector John Clum who servedin the Arizona 
Territory and Alaska. 

• John Birkinbine's collections of 19th century mailbags, a genuine Wells Fargo stage 
coach, and pioneer Arizona classic covers . 

• The Nordic country postal museums and postal administrations will have a variety of 
non-competitive exhibits, sharing many of their treasures . 

• Special Court of Honor non-competitive exhibits of classic Denmark, Greenland, 
Faroes, Finland, Iceland, and Norway. 

• Nearly 500 frames of competitive NORDIA exhibits, 100 frames of APS single frame 
exhibits, and 250 frames of ARIPEX World Series of Philately exhibits. 

• The famous engraver of the Royal Court of Sweden, Czeslaw Slania, will be at the 
show each day to autograph stamps and souvenir engravings that will be on sale. 

In addition, there will be a bourse of 75 dealers, including a number from abroad 
with Scandinavian area materials . The Scandinavian Collectors Club will hold its annual 
meeting at the show, as will the United States Stamp Society (formerly BIA). 

Several social events are scheduled, including a reception at the Postal History 
Foundation, an evening of food and fun in Old Tucson, and Grand Prix awards dinner, and 
the show awards breakfast when all competitive results will be announced. 

So, sign up for the show, book your flight and hotel, and bring the family for some 
fun in the sun in Tucson in January. 

Make your hotel and flight reservations immediately. 
January is a popular tourist month in Tucson. 

-Alan Warren 
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Scandinavian Area Awards 
A number of Scandinavia related literature items were entered in Canada's Fifth 

National Philatelic Literature Exhibition held in Ottawa. A vermeil went to Finland and 
Aland Revenue Stamp and Revenue Stamped Paper Catalog by E. B. Saarinen. Silver 
awards went to Claus Rafner's Handbook and Catalog of Danish Tobacco and Alcohol 
Tax Stamps, Sweden Postmuseum's Postryttaren 1999, Ingemar Wagerman's Svensk 
Postcensur under andra varldskriget, Eliz Lundin's Postvagar: postkontor och postgardar 
i 1750-talets Sverige, Don Brandt's Stamps and Story of the Faroe Islands and the 
Scandinavian Philatelic Foundation's AFA Iceland Specialized Catalog 1997, translated by 
Jay Smith. 

Henrik Mouritsen took a gold, the grand award, the APS pre-1900 medal of 
excellence, the APS research award, and the Postal History Society medal with his 
"Danish Postal Rates 1875-1906" at INDYPEX. At MILCOPEX, Charles Shoemaker 
received a gold for his "Greenland: The American Issue," and a vermeil and AAPE award 
of honor for "Greenland: Military/Censored Mail." 

At the Greater Houston Stamp Show, Alan Warren received a gold and the AFDCS 
award for "Denmark: The Christian X Issues on FDCs," and Arthur Zeitler won a vermeil 
in the single frame category for "Kobenhavns Fodpost." 

At the APS show in Providence, RI, William Benfield's "Denmark: Essays and 
Proofs-the First Seventy-Five Years" was shown in the champion-of-champions class, all 
of which received a prix d' honneur. In the open competition, Ross Olson received a gold 
and the American Philatelic Congress award for "The Definitive Postage Stamps of 
Sweden 1920-1938," and James Gaudet also won a gold along with theAPS research 
award for "Advertising Panes of Denmark." 

The National Finnish exhibition ALEX was held in Marieharnn, Aland in August. 
SCC President Roger Quinby received a large vermeil for his "Finland 's Vaasa Temporary 
Wartime Issue." 

A vermeil was awarded to The Posthorn in the literature section at SESCAL in 
October. 

Internet Awards 

The results of the 2000 FIP Philatelic Web Site Evaluation were reported recently. 
Three stars went to Icelandic Stamps (www.frimerki.is/vipenglish), featuring the stamps, 
cancellations, and postal history of Iceland. Two entries achieved the two-star level. 
Jeffrey Crown's Faroe Stamp Site (www.faroestampsite.com) provides information on 
postal history of the Faroes with emphasis on his award winning collection. Another two
star site was Swedish dealer Soren Andersson (www.sastamps.se). In addition to his Web 
award, Crown took a gold, the reserve grand award, and the Postal History Society medal 
at the AIRPEX show in Dayton, OH, for "The Faroe Islands Post 1839-1962." 

- Alan Warren 
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Scandinavian Literature Notes 
By Alan Warren 

In his Scandinavian column in the June issue of Global Stamp News, 
Alan Randall Jones writes about the career of the famous stamp engraver 
Czeslaw Slania, and illustrates a number of Swedish stamps prepared by 
him. In the July issue, Jones writes about a less famous Swedish engraver, 
Arne Wallhom. 

The Association Internationale en PhiJatelie publishes an occasional 
journal , Fakes Forgeries Experts, with articles by the member experts of 
the organization. Issue number 3 (May 2000) contains one article of 

Scandinavian interest. Jean-Fran~ois Brun writes about the postal service established by 
Norwegian missionaries in Madagascar in 1892. A little later stamps were issued for local use, 

and covers franked with them are quite rare. 

Dutch Index Their Journal 

The Netherlands journal Het Noorderlicht provides an index to the periodical, issues I to 
140, either in hard copy format of 100 pages, or on a disk. Pricing and other details can be 
obtained from the secretary F.C.J.K. Hertel, Urkwal 74, 1324 HR Almere Stad, Netherlands (or 
by e-mail to f.hertel@ajaxfire.nl). 

In the Dutch journal, Ton Steenbakkers presents two installments (June and September) 
on Norwegian postal stationery issued since 1997. Also in September, J.M. Vroom writes 
about the development of mail transportation in Denmark from 1848-1864. 

The August issue of Denmark's Skilling continues several series, such as Bruno N0rdam's 
on Danish essays, and E. Menne Larsen 's chronicle of the first 100 days of the German 
occupation of the country in WWII. For a number of years, this magazine has had a long 
running series by Vagn Jensen on the town canceUations of Denmark with illustrations. The 
series is now up to towns beginning with the letter "K" in this issue. In the September issue, lb 
Eichner-Larsen gives an overview of 2,000 years of sending messages in sealed bottles! 

Geir S0r-Reime of Norway writes an occasional column in Mekeel's and Stamps 
Magazine. In the September 1 issue his topic is Svalbard, which has been under Norwegian 
sovereignty for 75 years. His October 13 topic is the Sverdrup Islands discovered by the 
explorer Otto Sverdrup off the northern coast of Canada. In 1930, Norway agreed to tum the 
claim for these islands over to Canada. Swedish author Christer Brunstrom describes the Balbo 
flight covers of Iceland in the September issue of Global Stamp News. 

In his series of articles titled "Fabulous Firsts" in Mekeel's and Stamps Magazine, Paul 
Jackson writes about Finland No. l in the September 1 issue. In the September issue of 
Scandinavian Contact, Bill Ross continues his series on Aland postal history with a chapter on 
shipping and the car ferries. In the same issue David Kindley writes about the Royal Navy 
privilege envelope of Iceland. 

The Copenhagen Philatelic Club (KPK) is enhancing some of its printed articles with 
additional graphics to be found on their website, www.kpk.dk. In the September issue of their 
journal Nordisk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift, Henrik Mouritsen describes an unusual express letter of 
1898 bearing ll8-0re franking. The express fee reflects the distance that the service was 
required, and in this case the letter went from Arden to Buderupholm. 

Writing in the Danish journal Posthistorisk Tidsskrift, Otto Kjrergard shows some 
examples of censorship in Greenland before April 9, 1940. In the same issue, postal historian 
E. Menne Larsen discusses postal services in Schleswig during the period 1848-1851. )>.. 
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Wilfred Wasenden tells about the certificate of receipt, 
which has been in use for nearly 150 years in Norway, in 
Issue No. 3/2000 of Oslo Philatelic Club's bulletin Info. The 
Canadian Society of Russian Philately publishes the journal 
Post-Rider, and the June issue carries two articles by Erling 
Berger. In one he describes the rates from Sweden to Russia 
during the 19th century and shows a cover from Upsala to 
Moscow via Aland mailed in 1871. In his second article, the author presents rate tables for mail 
from Finland to Germany via Sweden from 1814-1848. 

In the August and September issues of Dansk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift, SCC's Dan Laursen 
continues to drum up enthusiasm for NORD IA 2001 with his series on the westerners 
celebrated in the Legends of the West stamps sheet. In the 2/2000 issue of Norway's Frimerke 
F arum, Knut Arveng describes the wonderful exhibit about explorer Roald Amundsen that is 
on display at the Fram Museum in Oslo, courtesy of polar collector Fred Goldberg of Sweden. 
Goldberg has been collecting postal material and other documents about Amundsen for 40 years. 

In the July/August issue offilatelisten from Sweden, Erik Sjogren presents the 16th part in 
his series on railway postal markings, and Karl Wandahl discusses the special railway marking 

"KSJ" for the Karlsborg-Skofde line in the period 1877-1883. In the September issue, J6n 

Adalsteinn Jonsson discusses extensively the 1897 rir overprints of Iceland. 
In Germany, the Nordic country collectors study group is the FG Nordische Staaten and 

their quarterly journal is Philatelistische Nachrichten ("Philatelic Reports"). In the May issue, 
Rolf Dambach writes about the Danish East Indies and the colony of Serampore. Dambach 
also writes about North Ingermanland in 1920 in the same issue, and Glinter Wahl discusses 
the 22-mm Antigua cancellation of 1873 of Iceland. Jtirgen Tiemer continues his series on 

fieldpost offices in Norway with No. II, which was most often at Helgelandsmoen. His 
installment in the August issue focuses on Fieldpost No. III. In that issue Roland Daebel also 
describes the first cancels of Iceland in the Antigua and Grotesque types. 

In the July issue of Greenland Collector, published by Post Greenland, John 
Andersen presents the first part in a series on handling the mails during polar expeditions. 

The post office at Vestmanna is the focus of issue No. 3 of News from the Faroes. • 
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WATER FRONT STAMPS 
1358 Fourth Street. S.W. Washington, D.C. 20024 Chris Gray cganddp@msn.com 

Offering classic and better Iceland , including: 
• #1 fine, used with "on the nose cancel" 
• #2 very fine , used with "on the nose cancel" 
• #C12-C14 mint, very fine 
• #31 fine/very fine , mint 
• #31 a, very fine, on a small piece, with Dr. Debo certificate, 

a beautiful used example of this very rare stamp 
• #32 very fine , used on a small piece 
• #C9-C11 , and various zeppelin covers 

More than 150 lots including sets and singles priced from $20 to $4600 
Please send for my free list with photo of every lot 

Specializ ing in Iceland and Plate Number Coils 
APS #182613 sec #3379 PNC3 #1293 
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Transfers and Re-Entries 
Alan Warren 

The Association Internationale en Philatelie (AIEP) is a group of experts, many of 
whom are called on to form the expert teams that serve as watchdogs at FIP exhibitions, 
looking for questionable material and verifying that appropriate certificates are on hand 
for important material that has been expertised. The AIEP has just published the third 
number of its occasional journal Fakes Forgeries Experts in which members write about 
particular items that they have had experience with. This issue also begins a listing of the 
members of AIEP; several of them are from the Nordic countries. Those members and 
their fields of expertise are: Finn Aune - Norway; Helena Obermliller Wilen - Sweden 
1855-1919; Juhani V. Olamo - Finland and Ecuador. 

In May, the organizing committee of COMPEX, which is the annual Combined 
Philatelic Exhibition of Chicagoland, presented its James J. Matejka, Jr. Memorial Award 
to SCC member Robert Faschingbauer for his time and effort spent on behalf of the show. 
He represents SCC Chapter 4 at the COMPEX planning sessions. 

In October, Gordon C. Morison was presented with the national merit award of the 
Philadelphia National Stamp Exhibition for contributions to philately. Morison was 
honored for his past contributions as well as his current leadership activity as president of 
NORDIA 2001, vice president of operations for Washington 2006, and chairman of the 
board of vice presidents of the American Philatelic Society. The Philadelphia show merit 
awards have been presented to many distinguished philatelists for more than 50 years. 

Lars Boes, editor of the AFA catalogs, was named president of the International 
Federation of Stamp Dealers (IFSDA). He will have a challenge since the American 
Stamp Dealers Association has dropped out of the organization, as have the trade societies 
of Canada and Great Britain. During the annual congress of the Federation of European 
Philatelic Associations (FEPA) last summer in Vienna, 29 of the 38 member organizations 
were represented. Ingolf Kapelrud of Norway is president of FEPA. During the meeting, it 
was announced that FIP is introducing a series of competitions similar to the Champion of 
Champions run by the APS. The new series will be called the Nation's Cup, the 
Continental Cup, and the World Cup. 

HAFNIA 01 Planning 

Although the focus currently is on January's NORDIA 
exhibition, planning continues for another international 
Nordic show later in 2001. HAFNIA 01 , set for October 16-
21 in Copenhagen, has attracted interest from 55 of the 83 
eligible countries, reports Commissioner General Toke 
N0rby of Denmark. "We already have received more than 
675 entry forms (including literature) asking for a few more 
than 3,000 frames," said N0rby. "Unfortunately, we only 
have space for about 2,200 frames so we know that we have 
to disappoint many exhibitors." 

Exhibitors should begin receiving notices in mid-November concerning their entries. 
At last count, Denmark (naturally) led the entry count with 88 exhibits followed by 54 
from Germany, Argentina with 39, and the U.S. at 38. 

You can keep up with HAFNIA planning at http://www.hafniaOl.dk/ ~ 
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Noted Briefly 

PhilaNippon 0 l will take place in Tokyo August l -7, 200 1. National commissioners 
include Erik Hvidberg Hansen of Denmark, Heikki Pahlman of Finland, Ivar Sundsb¢ of 
Norway, and Hasse Brockenhuus von Lowenhielm of Sweden. 

The Scandinavia Phjlatelic Society of Great Britain repo11s the recent death of their 
former editor Philip Marsden, who was a fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society London. 
He established much of the format that the SPS journal, Scandinavian Contact, retains to 
this day. 

Knud Mohr, president of FIP and long-time leader of KPK and the Danish Philatelic 
Federation, has received one more honor in his illustrious philatelic career. Sweden 
recently bestowed on Mohr the prestigious Strandell Medal for his many years of service 
to Nordic philately. 

The recently formed U.S. Stamp Collectors Club of Denmark has officially joined the 
Danish Philatelic Federation. The group, founded by Arne Rasmussen, now has members 
in France arid Switzerland as well as Denmark. Information is avai lable from Rasmussen 
at Pilevej 9, 2740 Skovlunde, Denmark. • 

• Superb Unhinged ** Facit #23v3 
• Carl Aage M0ller Certificate : 

states "very rare ... flawless" 
• Possibly the finest known example ! 
• Available for bids in Mail Sale #11 
• Free catalog on request 

QuALilY STAMPS 
PO Box 99 Sarasota, FL 34230-0099 

Ph: 941 -376-5689 Fax: 941-351 -6528 qualitystamps@acun.com 
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President's Letter 
Roger Quinby 

The long awaited NORDIA 2001 is nearly here. This will be an 
outstanding philatelic event featuring some of the best Nordic area 
exhibits, an excellent international bourse, the Nordic Postal 
Administrations, world-renowned stamp engraver Czeslaw Slania, 
and special displays from the Smithsonian Institution. 

The SCC is especially honored to host postal historian Paul 
Jensen of Norway as guest speaker at the annual meeting on January 20. 

Once again, I urge all of you to plan a vacation to Arizona in mid-January for a tour of the 
incredibly beautiful desert scenery, the old mining towns, Kartchner Caverns, historic 
sites, and, of course, the first-ever North American NORDIA show. A number of meetings 
and social events are planned to please every SCC member's collecting interest. We 
expect a large turnout, and we look forward to seeing you in Tucson. 

The Posthorn Committee has been weighing and analyzing the results of the recently 
completed mail survey. Changes will be introduced during the next year. It is the Board 's 
first priority to issue an interesting, informative, quality journal offering well researched, 
scholarly feature articles (either an original or translation from one of the Nordic 
journals) , together with the news columns and shorter articles covering a broad range of 
Nordic philatelic subjects. 

In recognition of the needs of our advertisers, the Board and The Posthorn staff are 
committed to publishing the journal at regular quarterly intervals so that notices about 
upcoming auctions and shows will reach you well in advance of the announced event. 

I am pleased to announce that Lisa Beytien-Carlson of Hastings, Minnesota has been 
appointed Production Editor. She will be responsible for implementing a new Posthorn 
look in a recently approved 7xl0-inch page layout. The somewhat larger page size will 
allow for larger reproduction of illustrations and increased formatting flexibility. 

Sandra Downs, who in recent years has served as both Editor and Managing Editor, 
is moving on to other pursuits, including writing articles and books. We are deeply 
indebted for her service to the SCC. Sandy helped when we faced a crisis, not knowing if 
we had the resources and content to publish The Posthorn on a regular schedule. We wish 
her our best and hope she will again have time for active participation in the sec in the 
near future. 

2000 is a SCC election year. This year, the Nominating Committee selected a list of 
candidates who were unopposed. No one came forward to request a place on the ballot 
and no one submitted nominating petitions to run for any office purSUfint to the Bylaws. 
In fact, a complete slate was not finalized until the last minute when Walter Jellum of 
California agreed to serve as Vice President, Chapters. Because the nominations were 
unopposed, the Secretary cast a single vote for the entire slate; consequently, you did not 
receive a ballot in this year's dues renewal notice. A news note on the new officers is 
found elsewhere in this issue. 

Michael Falls of Virginia, Dave Andersen of Minnesota, and SCC Librarian Stuart 
Silverberg retired from the board in keeping with a SCC tradition of rotating directors. 
Michael has been a leader in SCC's Tidewater Chapter 26 and in the area's VAPEX show 
for a number of years. Dave has made several trips to NORDIA shows in Scandinavia, 
serving as an unofficial ambassador, staffing the sec table, answering questions, and 
soliciting new memberships. Stuart has performed invaluable service overseeing the >-
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installation of the SCC hbrary at the Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library in Denver. 
Bob Lang decided to retire from the board as Vice President, Chapters to spend more 

time with his grandchildren and other hobbies. Bob served for a number of years as 

At the postal museum in Storby, SCC President Roger 
Quinby discusses the mail route across the A.lands 
organized by Bernhard Steen von Steenhaussen in 1638. 

Executive Secretary and has been 
active in the Delaware Chapter for 
decades. From the membership, 
"Thank you, Dave, Michael, Stuart, 
and Bob for your dedicated service 
to the SCC." 

The American and French 
branches of our extended family 
met in Mariehamn for ALEX 2000 
in August. We toured the islands, 
and I partially retraced the old 
postal route from Grisslehamn 
(Sweden) by ferry to Storby in 
Ekero, then eastward to Marby, past 
old farms, churches, and small 
villages, beyond Kastelholm to 
Bomarsund, and then across the 

archipelago to Abo. In some places, the old postal route has been paved over, but the 
original mail road runs parallel to the new asphalt motorway in a few places. Marieharnn 
is a thriving and charming town of about 13,000 that doubles or triples in population 
during the peak summer tourist season. A fascinating nautical museum is just one of a 
number of places of interest to visit. 

The local organizing committee under the direction of SCC member Mikael Erickson 
and Aland Post Chairperson Anita Haggblom are to be congratulated on Finland's 
outstanding and delightful national show for 2000. • 

v ~ 

SCANDINAVIAN POSTAL HISTORY 
Order now for your free sample of our next international postal history catalog. 

Four Auctions Yearly 
Text in English 

Postal history items from Finland, Aland, Sweden, Norway, Greenland, Baltic 
States, and Russia. Special areas: ship mail, railroad mail, airmail, military mail, 

local mail, postmarks, revenues, etc. About 600 lots at each auction. 

Auctioneer: lawyer Martin Holmsten, member SCC 

Rurik Auctions 
PB432 
FIN 65101 VASA, FINLAND 
TEL. +358-6-3177789, TELEFAX +358-6-3123046 

~ E-mail: m.holmsten@rurik-acn.inet.fi 
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News From the Home Office 
Don Brent 

It has been a slow time of the year for stamp collecting with 
more time spent outside on other activities. As the weather cools, it 
seems that stamps are getting more play. 

It is time for the annual renewal of dues. Very soon - perhaps 
before you receive this issue of The Posthorn - you will receive your 
dues renewal notice. Please return dues promptly to save the SCC the 
time and expense of sending a reminder. 

As is mentioned elsewhere in this issue, Jed Richter, a highly 
regarded philatelist and friend , passed away recently. Jed and I had been planning to drive 
to Tucson together from California. We talked on the telephone only a couple of days 
before his unexpected death. Jed was a long-time member who had been very active in 
SCC over the years. We extend our sympathies to the family and friends. 

Our membership gained some ground this quarter with the addition of seven new 
members. We extend our welcome and remind new members that we are here to help 
with any SCC-related matters. If you have questions or suggestions just let us know. 

I hope that you have a wonderful holiday season and that we will meet at NORDIA 
2001 in Tucson. • 

Membership Statistics for the Quarter Ending 9/30/00 

New Members 
3799 Antoine, George X. , 321 Ocelot Dr. , Arabc, Louisiana 70032 
3800 Regeling, Henry, Bartoklaan 106, Heemstede 2102 ZH, Netherlands 
3801 Lemmo, Peter S., DNP 
3802 Cokelet, Giles, 3 Hodgman Canyon Rd., Bozeman, MT 59718 
3803 Felt, Jeremy, 125 Northshore Dr., Burlington, VT 05401 
3804 Sellner, William F., 15 Lexington Court, Clifton Park, NY 12065 
3805 Baadke, Michael, 1508 Marilyn Dr. , Sidney, OH 45365-1023 

Reinstated 
1682 Jellum, Walt, 26854 Tropicana Dr. , Sun City, CA 92585 

L-13/0720 Richter, Jared H. 
1657 Debo, Amo 

2359 Meyer, Ronald 

Deceased 

Donations 

Change of Address 
3294 Hendrickson, Dr. Frank S. , 3427 Gillham, Alton, IL 62002 
3683 Savage, Dan, 19162 Vernon St., Loch Garry, R.R.l ,Apple Hill, ON, CANADA KOC lBO 
2479 Thurman, Carl L., Dept Biology, Univ. Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0421 
923 Hawkinson, James F. , 305 Gillman Ave., Washington, 1161571-1133 
L-20 Helm, Robert Arthur, 13 Burwell St. , Norwalk, CT 06854-4703 
3766 Matson, George G. , 6350 Umber Cir., Golden, CO 80403-7407 
1354 Whipple, Bryan R. , 404 Mendocino Ave. #200, Santa Rosa, CA 95401-6377 
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Editor's Notes 
Paul Albright 

First, a welcome and a farewell. The welcome is for Lisa Beyti en
Carlson of Hastings, MN who is taking over as Production Editor of 
The Posthorn. She will work with our printer and me to design and 
format each issue and produce the final mechanical layout. 

Lisa brings a strong background to her SCC position. After 
attending Gustavus Adolphus College, she received her bachelor's in 
fine arts from the Minneapoli s College of Art where she served as a 
teaching assistant and provided continuing education for aitists and 
des ign professionals. She has designed teaching aids and educational 

toys and worked as graphics supervisor and document production coordinator. 
In 1990, she establi shed her own firm, BC Marketing & Design , and her clients 

include several area banks and law firms, the American Swedish Institute, and the 
Minnesota Zoo. Li sa 's first project for SCC was to design a handsome new membership 
brochure to attract new members. (If you would like a supply of these new brochures, 
contact Executive Secretary Don Brent.) 

Lisa is welcomed to the staff of The Posthorn, and I look forward to her enthusiastic 
and creative help in carrying out further improvements to our journal. 

The fai·ewell is to Sandra Downs, who is stepping down as Managing Editor of The 
Posthorn and as SCC's Webmaster to pursue other interests, including writing books and 
aiticles . Sandy contributed years of dedicated service as both Editor and Managing Editor 
and developed SCC's first presence on the Internet. This came at great sacrifice as she 
underwent transitions in her personal and professional life. Although Sandy and I have 
never met in person, she nevertheless provided me valued support and counsel as I made 
my first cautious steps as your Ed itor. I join the Posthorn Committee and the SCC Board 
in gratefully thanking her for her vital contributions to fulfilling SCC's mission. 
ti' The Posthorn Committee held a productive meeting in October concerning the journal 
and the Website. This was a further step in the budget-conscious process of change and 
improvement. We improved the paper quality thi s year. The next step will be to enlarge 
The Posthorn from a 6x9-inch size to 7x 10-inch document. The lai·ger page size will 
allow more flexibility and better display of text, illustrations, and advertising. I know that 
not all members are eager for this change - at least initially. I solicit their views now. 
V Uff Da' That Scandinavian exclamation seems to sum up what occurred with a few of 
the August issues of The Posthorn. Through a printer's error, a handful of defective copies 
were mailed. These copies have some pages missing while other pages are duplicated. If 
you have one of the defective copies, a replacement will be provided. My contact 
information is on Page 2. • 
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Scandinavia for sale. 
Please state your interests or send your want lists, and 
you will receive a photocopy with reasonable prices. 

KNun RAsMussEN 
0sterbrogade 54 D. st. DK-2100 Copenhagen, Denmark 

sec member 2825 
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Fantastic prices 
in our last sales ! 

Estimate : USO 100 
Realized : USO 1.050 

Buying and selling Norwegian stamps has 
been our specialty for more than 30 years. 

We have two auctions every year and several 
of the "gems" in Norwegian philately have 

been sold through our firm. 

The Norwegian market has for many 
years been one of the worlds strongest. 

If you have interesting material, 
do not hesitate to contact us. 

For further information, visit our web-site 
www.frimerkehuset.no 

F.C.MOLDENHAUER AS 
BERGENS FRIMERKEFORRETNING 

P.O.Box 258 Sentrum -N-5804 Bergen 
• +47 55314420 · Fax +47 55326355 ·E-mail : . frimerke@online.no 

www.frimerkehuset.no 
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Chapter News 
SCC Leaders Selected for Next Tuo Years 

A slate of Officers and Directors to guide SCC for the next two years was selected 
without opposition this Fall. There was only one nominee for each position and no con
tested races. Nominating Committee Chair Warren Pearse explained that under SCC's 
Bylaws if all nominees are unopposed, no ballot needs to be sent to the membership. In 
that case, the SCC Secretary casts one vote to elect the entire slate. 

Re-elected for his third, two-year term as SCC President was Roger Quinby of New 
York State. John DuBois of Massachusetts and Warren Pearse of Maryland will switch 
positions-DuBois becoming Vice President and Pearse becoming a Board Director. 
Donald Halpern of New Jersey and Howard Schloss of Maryland will remain as 
Secretary and Treasurer, respectively, and Paul Nelson of California continues on the 
Board as Immediate Past President. 

Walter Jellum of California is the new Vice President, Chapters, succeeding Robert 
Lang of Delaware. 

Directors, in addition to Pearse, will be Jerry Moore of California, Roger Fontaine 
of Manitoba, Viggo Warmboe of Minnesota, John Knutsen of Washington State, and 
Greg Frantz of Colorado. Leaving the Board are Dave Anderson of Minnesota, Michael 
Falls of Virginia, and Stuart Silverberg of Colorado. SCC appreciates their service. • 

Chapter News 
As of the first of year, the new SCC VP for Chapters will be Walt Jellum, a long-time 

member of Chapter 17 (So. Cal) . He is hoping that each SCC Chapter will designate 
someone to email him with regular updates on Chapter program ideas, vital happenings, 
and so forth . Chapters can contact Walt at wajel @inland.net. 

As I step down from the SCC Board, I want to thank all members who supported my 
efforts on behalf of SCC while serving as your Executive Secretary and Vice President, 
Chapters. It has been a rewarding 9+ years. Happy and safe holidays to all! 

-Robert Lang 

Here is the SCC meeting schedule at NORDIA 2001 in the Tucson Convention Center 
(TCC). Check at the SCC/NORDIA table for exact room locations and other meetings. 
January 19 • Posthom Committee, 11 a.m.-noon, Agate Suite 

• Cyber Chapter, 3-4 p.m., Mojave Room. 
January 20 •Golden Gate Chapter 21, 11 a.m.-noon, TCC 

• SCC General Meeting, 1-2 p.m., TCC. 

Join Other SCC Members Online! 

Just Email edbode@juno.com 
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Stamp Mart 
New Mart Book 

The Type G "pocket Mart book" experiment has proven unsuccessful. These were 
books where photocopies of stamps and covers were circulated primarily for our overseas 
members. The remaining "pocket" pages from these books have been assembled into a 
new green, Type H cover book. The rules for these books will be similar to the blue book. 
The books will consist of 16 pages, each with a 4 1/2'' by 5" pocket, that can hold single 
stamps, sets, booklets and will be ideal for small covers. There are four lines below the pocket 
for a fu ll description plus areas for catalog value and price. The Type H books will be priced 
the same as the blue, Type F books, that is 75 cents each with a minimum order of four books. 

Millenium Special 
Fifteen books for the price of 10! Unti l the end of 2001, the Mart will offer five free 

green, Type H books with each order of I 0 blank Mart books. This special applies to 
orders of either blue or green Mart books. Only green Mart books will be provided free. 

New Material Needed 
The Mart needs all types of material. We still have active buyers for nice material but 

few members willing to take the time to enter Mart books. Many collectors are hesitant to 
purchase material from auctions or the Internet. They prefer to see the items "in front of 
them." This especially holds true for 19th century "flyspeckers." Please consider turning 
your duplicates into cash for new purchases. 

Mart books containing unusual items are always welcome and sought after. This includes 
books with railroads, revenues, locals, and perfins. It is best to fi ll books with one category or 
country. The May 2000 Posthorn (page 41) lists the categories presently in circulation. 

Mart address is Eric Roberts, P.O. Box 460201, Houston, TX 77056. 
Telephone 713-963-0485 (you may leave a mes-;age). E-mail: eric.roberts@halliburton.COOL 

SCANDINAVIAN 
STAMP BOOKLETS 

We have the biggest stock -- including older booklets! -- with 
separate price lists for each country. 

Denmark - Finland - Norway- Sweden 
Iceland, Faroes, and Greenland 

They are sent free on request. 
Or, order our new w holesale price list for $5 shipping. 

ROLF GUMMESSON AB 
KUNGSGATAN 55 
SE-111 22 STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 
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Member Forum 

Are There More? A Look at Swedish Ring Varieties 
By George Kuhhorn 

SCC's Sweden Ring Study Group has been recording varieties with "color lines in 
margins." 

The Facit catalog lists 20v3, 21 v3, 22v3, 23v5, 34v3, 38v4, and 51 v3. 
In addition to these, our study group has found margin color varieties on Sweden 

Facit numbers 17, 28, 29, 32, 35, 49, and 50. 
So far, margin color markings have been found in the top (T) margins of 17, 20, 21 , 

28, 29, 3 l , 32, 34, 35, and 51 ; in the bottom (B) margins of 21, 29, 35, and 49; in the left 
side (LIS) margins of 21 , 28, 34, 50, and 51; and in the right side (R/S) margins of 2 1, 29, 
32, and 38. 

Should anyone have other varieties or additional positions, please advise George 
Kuhhorn, the Sweden Ring Study Group coordinator, at PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle, NC 
28594, or email geokuhh @starfishnet.com. • 

Goodrich Svenska Gumm! Aktlebo)ag . 
llr8'•r J arlo41a taa106 

Shcll:ho lm 

Tho B. F . Goodr-ioh Company 
Internationo.l Division 
Akron, Ohio 
U. S. A. 

SCC member Paul Carlton would like some help identifying this "Yankee Clipper" 
transatlantic cover. The cover from a Goodrich office in Sweden to the Goodrich 
Company's International Division office in Ohio was postmarked in a Stockholm 
substation on 7- 12-1939. Asks Carlton: "Was it a private plane? An original Good1ich 
blimp that was before Goodyear? Any help would be appreciated." Carlton can be 
reached at PO Box 2627, Seabrook, NH 03874-2627. • 
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Member Forum 

Swedish Cancels - Can You Collect Them All? 
Here is a recent dialogue with an eBay competitor. We wrote each other because usu

ally it' s fun and sometimes it's mutually beneficial. In thi s instance, it was instructive. 
Yngve gave me an abrupt reality check as he told me how he conducts his own collecting 
of cancels: 

7-22-00 - Hello. You are obviously a serious collector because I see your name often. 
Tell me about your collection of Swedish stamps. 

7-23 - Hi . I'm a collector of Swedish cancels, and the lot that we both bid on 
included one that I need. The cancel is from my part of the country, which is Jamtland. 
It 's cheap and the stamps are cheap, but I need it. But the good cancel in the lot is 
Muonioniska, which is scarcer and useful for trading. 

7-24 - Dear Yngve: I also wanted those cancels for my pre-Gustav V collection. I 
have many of the easy cancels, but I still need the other 90%+. (Does anyone have all of 
them?) You are smart to collect only those from your province. 

7-25 - Herb: Here's an answer to your question: I don ' t think so! When collecting 
Swedish cancels, one usually chooses a time period or a stamp issue. Or, one might col
lect examples of all of the cancel types over time from a single post office during the 
length of time that it has been in existence, or from a group of post offices from an area 
in, say, the 19th century. 

Take my county and municipality as an example. There is greater Stromsund and 55 
or so villages, all of which have or had their own cancels. Stromsund, where I live, was 
named Strom before 1900, and it has had a post office since 1864. It changed name to 
Stromsund in 1900, and so there are six different cancel types on Oscars alone for the two 
different names. Move forward and backward in time, and you have perhaps 20 cancel

types for just one place. Add to that the different cancels for Stromsund-Hillsand, 
Stromsund-Lovberga and Stromsund-Svaningen (Angbots PXP 173, 174 & 175) and we 
get up to about 40 cancels for just one place. Add to that the variations for the other 55 
villages and there are hundreds of cancels just for one sparsely populated area in the 
Midwest of Sweden. So, it will be hard to get them all. 

- Herb Volin 

For sale: Specialties and exhibition level items, Denmark 1851-1930 (used stamps and 
postal history). Much specialized, bi-colored material. Contact SCC-member Henrik 
Mouritsen: mou @psyc.queensu.ca or +1 613 549 1862 (evening). 

For sale: A complete run of The Posthorn - Vol.l, No. 1 to the current issue. $150 or 
best offer, and Alan Anderson will pay postage and handling. "I no longer have need of 
the older issues and it is time to pass it on," writes Anderson, who can be contacted at PO 
Box 3498, Incline Village, NV 89450. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • 
: Welcome to the Leading : 
• • 
: Norwegian Stamp Auctions! : 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• g 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • 
• Twice a year we arrange a public auction in Oslo as we have been doing • 
: for some 15 years. The Lota! turnover has been someNOK lOmillionsayear. : 
• Each auction contains approximately 1100 lots with starting prices from • 
• NOK 100. • 
• Our most expensive item was sold for $125,000 in 1987; Norway No. 1 • 
• in a block of nine from the world famous "Vi King" collection formed by Mr. • 
: Jared H. Richter. This is a Norwegian all time high. : 
• The auctions also include top quality objects from many other countries. • 
• The market for stamps in Norway is one of the strongest in the world , and • 
• this is reflected in the prices realized not only for Scandinavian items. Our • 
: computer systems includes some 18,000 customers worldwide and we : 
• believe our selling potential would be most interesting also for vendors • 
• abroad. • 
• • 

• 

Elisenbergvn 19 N-0207 OLSLO 2 
NORWAY. Phone 47-2-441914 
FAX 47-2-560404 

We would be happy to serve 
you. Drop us a line - or afax or 
give us a call for a free copy of 
our auction catalogue or forfur
ther information. 

• • • • 
• • • 
• • • • • • .. 
• 
• • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Captain's Mail from Danish War Ship 

Figure 2 

to/from Denmark and the Faroes. 
The cover (Figure 1) was 

sent from the commanding 
officer, Hauptmann-Andersen, 
to his wife during port call in 
Norway, two days before the 
ship arrived in Esbjerg, 
Denmark to complete its sec
ond trip from the Farnes to 
Denmark. A red "special 
delivery" mark is on the front 
of the cover and a 14-2-1940 
Copenhagen arrival cancel is 
on the back, along with a vio
let hand stamp "Islands Falk." 
(See Figure 2.) 

Government mail can-
celed "Stats Ministeriet" or 

This ship-mail cover is a major historical item from 
the Danish war ship, "Islands Falk," that operated 
between the Faroe Islands, Norway, and Denmark before 
Germany's occupation of Denmark in World War II. 
Mailed from Koppervik, Norway, 12-2-1940 to 
Denmark, this is the only recorded cover from the ship 
during the Faroe Island mail transport period November 
1939-March 1940. The warship carried official courier mail 

\ 

Figure 1 

~~) 

"Faroe AMT' was sent in the "pouch" to avoid censorship. This traffic ended in April 
1940 when German forces occupied Denmark. 

This cover and the companion picture post card (Figure 3) of the Islands Falk were 
purchased in an eBay Internet auction about a year ago. -Jeff Crown 

r-· 

Figure 3 
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WE ARE THE SPECIALIST 

FOR 

D ENMARK 

le ELAND 

CLASSICS & POSTAL HISTORY D ANISH WEST INDIES 

FAROE I SLANDS 

GREENLAND 

FIND OF THE YEAR 

f 
// ~ 
~1~ 

~if~ 
Jr~~,,w-/ 

FIRST EVE R RECORDED 2 RBS F ERSLEW PRINTING 

USED FROM A POST OFFICE OUTSIDE COPENHAGEN. 

PRICE US$ 60,000 

MEET us AT 

FRANK BANKE PHILATELISTS 

NQRDIA 2001 MEZENLAAN 3, 3080 T ERVUREN, B ELGIUM 

E-MAIL: fbanke@compaqnet.be 
T ELEFON + 32 2 767 5376 . F AX +32 2 767 8547 
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CANADIAN STAMP MART 
By Roger Fontaine 

Canadian SCC members have an invaluable resource at 
their disposal. That is the Canadian Stamp Mart. 

The mart was started more than four years ago by Roger 
Fontaine and the late Glenn Hansen with the help and support 
of SCC Chapter 24 (Winnipeg, Manitoba). The mart was creat

ed in response to the introduction of the GST (Goods and Serv ices Tax) and the $5.00 
postal handling fee that made receiving circuit books from across the border expensive 
and impossible to deal with. 

The Canadian system is for use in Canada only but U.S . SCC members can arrange to see 
and purchase from the books. A few have done so while travelling in Canada. With the U.S . 
dollar buying $1.50 Canadian, it is a cheap way to acquire stamps. Contact me for details. 

Canadians wanting to buy or sell Scandinavian stamps can contact me for books. 
Blank books for mounting cost $1.00 each. The circuit keeps 20 percent of the gross sales . 
I also offer a small amount of insurance should a loss ever occur. I presently manage 55 
member-owned books. Some 159 books have been submitted since we started. 

Sales have grown every year. Last year's gross sales were more than $3,100. Not bad 
for 50+ members. 

Buyers receiving books are responsible for all postage fees, but if purchases exceed 
$100, the Mart pays the postage. 

I commonly use the Express Post System by Canada Post, as it is fast, traceable, and 
affordable. For those west of Manitoba, mailing costs are $4.27 one way, and for those li v
ing east of Manitoba, $6.4 1. All Scandinavian countries and areas are on hand, including 
DWI and Aland. Lots to pick from. I will provide a book li st fo r anyone who asks. Above 
all else, get involved . It's your club. 

For more details, please phone, write, or email Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cres., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. R2J 1H9,Canada. Phone: 204-254-4900; email rfontain@ilos.net. 

For More on the Canadian Mart: See The Postlwrn, May 1999 (page 30), and August 1999 (page 21 ). 

Visit our website! 

www.scc-online.org 
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Roald Amundsen's Expedition Mail: A Review 
Roald Amundsen: Expedition Mail, Letters, Postcards & Stamps by Fred Goldberg, 64 
pages, soft covers, saddle-stitched, 8 1/4 by 12 inches, Lidingo, Sweden, ISBN 91 630 
9600 5. $15 from the author, Box 1210, 18124 Lidingo, Sweden. 

Fred Goldberg has long been an avid student and collector of polar material and has 
been very considerate by sharing his collections and information with others through 
booklets such as this. He has previously written about Spitzbergen in a similar booklet. 
Goldberg 's exhibit on the Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen received a vermeil with 
special prize at NORD IA 2000 in Sollentuna, Sweden where it was entered in the "open 
class," akin to our display class. 

This booklet, which was arranged chronologically by the various Amundsen expedi
tions, was published to coincide with the opening in May of Goldberg's exhibit on 
Amundsen, which he has graciously donated to the Fram Museum in Oslo. 

Scarce expedition mail is illustrated, mostly in color, and special handstarnps or can
cels are shown in black and white. In addition to mail related to these expeditions, 
Goldberg illustrates souvenir post cards and commemorative stamps that were issued later. 
The inside back cover shows many examples of Amundsen's personal stationery. 

The booklet concludes with more than two dozen references. Aside from some non
conformance to bibliographic citations and some typographical errors in the text, this book 
is a wonderful opportunity to see some rare pieces related to one of the 20th century 's 
great explorers. 

-Alan Warren 

Click On the "New, Improved" SCC Website! 
Have you checked the SCC Website (http://www.scc-online.org) lately? There is a 

new look with a new Webmaster in charge! 
Assuming Home Page duties from Sandra Downs is Father John Tollan, a SCC mem

ber from Chelsea, Victoria, New South Wales in Australia. Father Tollan has been active 
for many years in the Australian Philatelic Society where he created and has managed the 
society's Web pages since 1997. He collects Finnish Lapland postal history when he is not 
busy with an 8,000-member parish in Chelsea. His email is tassieal@heypete.com (use 
numeral "l" in email address). 

The redesigned site includes: 

• A library index, making it much easier to order materials from the SCC Library. 

• A list of study groups and chapters, along with their contacts. 

• A list of members who have provided their electronic addresses. 

• Feature articles from recent issues of The Posthom. 

• The SCC Bylaws and lists of officers and directors. 

• Those who have won various awards over the years. 

• A membership application form to help your collector friends join SCC. 

• And, importantly, a response form we make the Website even more useful. 

Stop by anytime. SCC is "Home" 24-7-365. 

-John DuBois & Alan Warren 
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Denmark Cancellations: A Review 
Danmarks Poststempler: Annulleringstempempler by Vagn Jensen and Jan Helding, 
approx. 7 x 10 inches, hardbound, 160 pages, in Danish, illustrated, published by Jan 
Helding, Frederiksberg, Denmark 1999, ISBN 87-987396-0-3. 

The focus of thi s book is on the cancellations used on Dan ish stamps during the early 
stamp period. Hence, it is li mited to the 19th century. Values are shown for each cancel, 
making this an important reference for collectors and dealers. 

Three bas ic types of cancels are examined. The first is the so-called mute cancel, 
which consists of fo ur concentric circles with a dot in the midd le. The second type is 
similar but the dot has been replaced by a numeral that identifies the town where the 
cancel was applied. The third type is a combination of the numeral type with a CDS of the 
town, or possibly a rai lway mark. 

The cancels are listed in numerical order with the mute cancels indicated for those 
towns that had them, and each type or subtype is well illustrated as an aid to identificat ion. 
Each cancellation entry includes the earliest and latest known uses where known. Some of 
the numerals were inscribed by hand and there is a separate list of those. There is a handy 
alphabetical list of the towns and cities with the numerals associated with them. 

The list of values shows prices for dark or light cancels. In many cases there are 
different values depend ing on the year, if this can be determined by other information on 
the cover. Scattered photos show many examples of cancell ations on stamps and on cover. 

This book updates the work of earlier catalogers of these cancels, who are briefly 
acknowledged, and it is well printed and illustrated. However, a bibliography would have 
added value to the work. The listings are self-explanatory and the use of Danish text in 
thi s book is minimal. 

This book is not readily available through either literature dealers or co-author Jan 
Belding. Those interested could try contacting Belding at G l.Kongevej 74 D th , 1850 
Frederiksberg C, Denmark. The most recent advertised price is 275 Danish kroner. 

- Alan Warren 

Upcoming sales featuring Scandinavia 

Singles & Sets 
• Covers & Postcards 
• Lots & Accumulations 
• Free Catalogs 
• No Buyers' Fees Scott 11 Facit 11b •• 

QUALITY STAMPS 
PO Box 99 Sarasota , FL 34230-0099 

Ph: 941 -376-5689 Fax: 941-351 -6528 qualitystamps@acun.com 
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Two Ship Letter Cards of Norway 
By Frederick A. Brofos 

It does not seem to me that either the officially issued or the private letter cards have 
been very popular in Norway. For a number of years postal stationery of thi s kind was 
issued by the Post Office, but eventually ceased. They were rather cumbersome anyway, 
with three sides having to be moistened to close. Later, these edges had to be carefully 
tom off along their rouletted sides in order to open the wretched things. 

They were certain ly a big nuisance to World War II censors, who first had to tear off 
the edges and then reseal all around with their censor labels. 

However, here we are goi ng to 
examine two unusual letter cards used 
aboard certain Norwegian ships. 
Although made for use in Norway, 
they were produced by the Photocrom 
Co., Ltd., of London and Tunbridge 
Wells, England. They were 
copyrighted and marketed under the 
name of "The Vignette Letter Card." 

After being on the lookout for 
many years, I have still only seen two 
of these interesting sepia-colored 
cards. They were both made for the 
Bergen Steamship Co. - a line 
crossing the North Sea between 
Bergen and Newcastle on Tyne - and 
often called the B&N Line. 

It is not known whether the cards 
were sold or given away aboard ship 
or at the Norwegian Travel Bureau at 
21 Charing Cross Road, Whitehall , 
London S.W. l. 

Figure l is for the Royal Mail 
Steam Ship "Jupiter" (which I 
traveled on several times in the late 
1930s but without seeing the cards). 

• ti .. u .. ~ .. <lll"N lC:t"1< 
flt.W .1/1 ".IVl'ITI:ll"" 
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Figure I 
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The reverse side shows the vessel and its sister ship "SIS Leda" in Bergen harbor. The 
card was actually posted on board and the 40-¢re blue stamp is cancelled with the ship 
postmark reading "BERGEN-NEWCASTLE POSTEXP.D" and dated 20-7-26. 

One would naturally conclude that the "D" postmark was used at that time on the 
"Jupiter." However, the message inside shows it was used instead on the sister ship. A 
partial quote reads: "Steamer 'Leda' on way to Bergen, Norway. Dear M. We are having a 
fine trip on this boat. Built 1920, seems small after the "Leviathan" (trans-Atlantic liner) 
but very complete. The daintiest little rooms, twin beds. The meals are excellent and the 
weather made to order. I wonder if Herbert would like a few small coins. Yours Diana." 

Figure 2, also printed in sepia brown by the same company, is for the steam yacht 
"Prince Olav" (2,500 tons), which was then used on pleasure cruises in June-August on 
the Norwegian fjords and to the North Cape to see the Midnight Sun. >-
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Picturing the trim vessel on the front, the 
reverse side shows a stateroom with twin beds 
and "communicating bathroom." The letter was 
mailed from Molde, Norway, on July 18, 1927 
and reads: "Dearest Robert. The wonders grand ! 
We are sailing on a fl oating palace between great 
mountain peaks and lesser ones. Snow capped or 
with flashing waterfalls fl owing down the sides. 
Such outlines are never dreamed - a perfect boat 
- such comforts and luxuries! Their Majesties 
never enjoyed it more. Yesterday it was 76° -
today it is 58° - but we have electric heating and 
large wood fires - Such a joy. With love Aunt 
Vela." 

This delightful card has a 30-¢re blue stamp, 
so postage rates must have been reduced since 
the previous year. Both of these cards were sent J::'.:r::.::"'nr,-;'.1i-::;.1;;;~ziQ~f,,'";'$~;,,.-,~~ 
to addresses in the U.S. The reference to "their 
Majesties" refers to the use of the boat formerly Figure 2 

by British royalty, I believe. 
Similar cards may possibly exist from other vessels or places . They are not easil y 

come by because, unlike envelopes, the personal messages cannot be separated and so are 
either interminably saved or destroyed. • 

Specialized Scandinavia 
For three decades we've helped build collections through our monthly 

lists of covers, booklets, locals , stationery, seals, revenues, proofs , essays
all kinds of elusive items. Looking for the unusual in Denmark, Faroes, 

Finland, Greenland , Iceland, Norway, and Sweden? Ask for our lists. 
We 're told they make interesting reading. 

********** 

New Catalog 
Danmarks He/sager. Complete handbook with prices for all Danish 

postal stationery, including railroad and other back-of-the-book issues. 
From Skilling and Jan Bendix 320 pages. $46.50. 

We also have all DAKA/GF catalogs in stock. 

********** 

Telephone : 570-784-7462; Fax: 570-784-0410; Email: farOes @aol. com 

********** 

Lizabeth Stamp Company 
P. 0. Box 321 Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
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THE SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB 
Founded November 25, 1935 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: Roger Qui nby, PO Box 738, Clifton Park NY 12065 
VICE PRESIDENT: Dr. Warren Pearse, 350 S. River Landing Rd, Edgewater MD 21037 
VICE PRES, CHAPTERS: Robert W. Lang, 23 The Horseshoe, Newark DE 19711 -2066 
SECRETARY: Donald Halpern, PO Box 930, New Providence NJ 07974-0846 
TREASURER: Howard Schloss, 261 Congressional Ln #705, Rockville MD 20852 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Paul Nelson, PO Box 310, Claremont CA 91711 -0310 
DIRECTORS : David A. Anderson, 33780 Feldspar St NW, Princeton MN 55371 

John DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp., 22 Kane Industrial Dr, 
Hudson MA 01749 

Michael E. Falls, 575 Virginian Dr, Norfolk VA 23505-4242 
Gregory Frantz, 18314 E Geddes Pl , Aurora CO 80016-1 608 
Jerry D. Moore, 615 Woodbine Dr, San Rafael CA 94903 
Stuart Si lverberg, 70 1Elm Circle, Golden, CO 80401-5819 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 
EXEC SECRETARY: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon, CA 92020 
HISTORIAN : Roberta Palen, PO Box 840, Loop Station, Chicago IL 60690-0840 
LIBRARIAN: Stuart Silverberg, 701 Elm Circle, Golden, CO 80401-58 19 
STAMP MART MGR: Eric Roberts , PO Box 460201 Galleria Sta, Houston TX 77056 
CANADIAN MART MGR: Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cr, Winnipeg MB Canada R2J I H9 
APS REPRESENTATIVE: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon, CA 92020 
PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN: John Knutsen, 11402 58th Ave SW, Tacoma, WA 98499 
LITERATURE PROMOTION: Alan Warren, PO Box 39, Exton PA 19341-0039 
WEBMASTER: John R.Tollan, St Joseph 's Parish, 362 Station St., Chelsea, Vic 3196 Australia 

MEMBER SERVICES COORDINATORS 
EXHIBITION COO RD: Dr. Warren Pearse, 350 S. River Landing Rd, Edgewater MD 21037 
COMPUTER COORD: Paul Helgesen, 34 Plymouth Rd, White Plains NY 10603-1129 

sec STUDY GROUPS 
DWI: John L. DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp. , 22 Kane Industrial Dr, Hudson MA 01749 
SWEDEN RING: George A. Kuhhom, PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle NC 28594 
FINNISH STUDY GROUP: Roger Quinby, PO Box 738 , Clifton Park NY 12065 
DANISH WAVY LINE: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon, CA 92020 
SCANDINAVIAN REVENUES: Paul Nelson, 620 Wellesley, Claremont CA 91711-3427 

For a report on SCC's 2000 election s·ee page 34. 
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sec CHAPTER MEETING & CONTACTS 
1. SEATILE/NW: 2nd Mon. at University Christian Church. CONTACT: Ken Elliott, 
P.O. Box 22808, Seattle, WA 98122-0808, email: ScandiaW @aol.com. 

4. CHICAGO: 4th Thu. (except Jul. & Aug.) at Golden Flame, 6417 W. Hiaggins . 
CONTACT: Fred Bloedow, 810 Dobson St. #IA, Evanston, IL 60202-3969. 

5. NEW ENGLAND: 1st Wed. at The Swedish Home, 206 Waltham St., W. Newton, MA 
at 7:30 in the Board Room. http: //scc5. thlogic.com CONTACT: John L. DuBois, c/o 
Thermalogic Corp. 22 Kane Industrial Dr., Hudson, MA 01749, email: jld @thlogic.com. 

7. NEW YORK: 2nd Wed. (except Jul. & Aug.) at The Collectors Club, 26 E. 35th St. 
CONTACT: Carl Probst, 71 Willoughby Ave., Hicksville, NY 11801. 

9. N. NEW JERSEY: 3rd Wed. at members' homes. CONTACT: Warren J. Grosjean, 32 
Juniper Rd. , Wayne, NJ 07470-6156. 

11. REYKJAVIK: 2nd Mon ., 19:00, program 20:00, at Sioumuli 11, The Center of the 
Icelandic Philatelic Federation. Junior meeting every Tue., 17:00 in The Seljakirkja in 
Breioholt, Reykjavik. CONTACT: Sigurour H. J:>orsteinsson, Postbox 26, IS-222, 
Hafnaifjorour, Iceland , email: sholm @tv.is. 

12. WASHINGTON DC: 3rd Thu. at the McLean Community Center, 7:30, unless there is 
a major show or it is summer. CONTACT: Peter Alten, 9300 Main St., Manassas, VA 
22110. 

13. DELAWARE: Last Tue. at members ' homes. CONTACT: Ian Wellings, 1407 Ivy Dr., 
Webster Farms, Wilmington, DE 19803. 
14. TWIN CITIES: 2nd Thu. (except Jul. & Aug.) at Lynnhurst Community Center, 50th 
St. , & West Minnehaha Parkway, Minneapolis, MN. CONTACT: Rossmer V. Olson, P. 0. 
Box 23377, Richfield, MN 55423, email: RossVOle@aol.com. 

15. ROCHESTER: 1st Mon. at Robert Gustafson's home. CONTACT: Robert 
Gustafson, 877 Helendale Rd ., Rochester, NY 14609-2908. 

17. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA: 1st Wed at members ' homes. CONTACT: Paul Nelson, 
P. 0. Box 310, Claremont, CA 91711 , email: pnels @worldnet.att.net phone: (909) 626-
1764 or (8 18) 784-7277. 

21. GOLDEN GATE: Meets at major stamp shows throughout year. CONTACT: Jerry 
Moore, email: perfin @usa.com. 

22. HOUSTON: Periodically at stamp shop of Mary Jane Menzel, 2015 W. 34th St., 
Houston, TX (selected Sun. afternoons). CONTACT: Eric Roberts , P. 0. Box 460201, 
Houston, TX 77056-8201, email: eric.roberts@halliburton.com. 
23. BOB PAULSON: 1st Mon ., 1:00 PM, at Cuzzin's Restaurant, 28910 U.S. Rt. 19, 
Clearwater, FL. CONTACT: Doris Wending, 4673 Devonshire Blvd., Palm Harbor, FL 
34685, or email Judy Nelson: islandl @gte.net. 

24. MANITOBA: 2nd & 4th Wed. at Scandinavian Cultural Centre, 764 Erin St. 
CONTACT: Robert Zacharias, 808 Polson Ave., Winnipeg, MB R2X 1M5, Canada, 
email: zachar@escape.ca. 
25. TUCSON: 4th Tue. (except Jul. & Aug.) at members' homes. CONTACT: Jack F. 
Schmidt, 805 W. Hermosa Pl., Green Valley, AZ 85614-2014, email: 
schmidt@azstarnet.com. 

26. TIDEWATER: Meets at shows & members ' homes throughout the year. CONTACT: 
Michael Falls, 575 Virginian Dr., Norfolk, VA 23505-4242, email: Mfallsice@aol.com. 
27. COLORADO: 1st Sat. from Sep-Jun, 10 AM at the Rocky Mt. Philatelic Library, 
2038 S. Pontiac Way, Denver. CONTACT: Dr. Stuart 0. Silverberg, 701 Elm Circle, 
Golden, CO 80401-5819, email: Stustork @aol.com. 

CYBER CHAPTER: Members connected by email to exchange ideas & scans, plus an 
electronic Newsletter. CONTACT: Edward L. Bode, email: edbode@juno.com. 
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Album Closed 
SCC Leader Jed Richter Closes Album at 75 

Jared (Jed) Richter passed away in September at the age of 75. He 
served in many elective and appointi ve offices in the Scandinavian 
Collectors Club, including President and Treasurer. 

Jed Richter was a generous supporter of Scandinavian philately in 
a qui et and unassuming manner. He founded the Scandinavian 
Philatelic Foundation in 1978 and provided a generous grant to the 
organization for the purpose of translating and publishing catalogs and 
monographs on Nordic philately in the English language. He served as 

Trustee and then Trustee Emeritus since the beginning and was responsible fo r four of the 
Foundation's publications on orway. 

In 1978, he also made a grant to the American Philatelic Research Library to 
establish a Scand inav ian Translation/Republication Fund. Jed and his wife, Barbara, were 
founding members of the APRL, and he served on its board of trustees from 1989 to I 995. 
In 1989, he donated to the APS for an addition to house the ever-growing library. 

Jed provided a generous grant to the Scandinavian Philatelic Library of Southern 
California. He was a frequent underwriter of philatelic exhibitions, both in the United 
States and abroad, and his award-winning exhibits of Norwegian and Danish philately 
have been described in several publications. 

His classic exhibit of" orway 1855-1 875" won the grand award and the SCC bowl 
at WESTPEX 85, a large gold at AMERIPEX 86, and a smaJJ gold at STOCKHOLMIA 86. 

After auctioning his exhibition material in 1987, Jed donated NOK 100,000 to benefit 
Norwegian phi lately through Norsk Filatelistforbund. Auctioneer Kjell Germeten praised 
Richter as a "gentleman of fair play. His main concern when selling his collection was not 
to get as much as possible fo r it but to give all collectors interested equal opportuni ty to 
buy items from it regardless if they were situated in LA, London, Zlirich, Oslo, or Tokyo." 

In 199 l , Jed received the S¢lvl¢ven (silver lion) Award of the Norsk Filatehstforbund 
for service to Norwegian philately. He also established the Richter Award, administered by 
the Norwegian Philatelic Federation, and presented each year to an author for contributions 
to Norwegian philatelic literature. Jed contributed articles on Norwegian philately in The 
Posthorn over the years. His wife, two sons, and a daughter survive. He will be missed. 

Paul Nelson & Alan Warren 

Arno Debo, Danish Expert and Author 
Arno Debo, an expert and author in Danish area phil ately, passed away March 17, 

2000. Dr. Debo was a chemist and worked for the German Patent Office and subsequently 
the European Patent Office. He was a member of the APS and SCC (since 1972). From 
1963 to 1990, he was president of the society of Philatelic Experts in Germany, after 
which he was honorary president. Debo also served as vice president of the Society of 
German Philateli sts (B undes Deutscher Philatelisten e. Y. ) from 1973 to 1987 . 

He was a widely known expert and examiner for Denmark, Iceland, Greenland, Fa.roes, 
DWI, and the markings of the Hapag steamship Jines. His expertise and leadership qualities 
were highly regarded and frequently used in the ongoing battle against counterfeits and 

forge1ies. Debo was a prolific wri ter and a few of his articles appeared in The Post horn. In 
J 978, he received the gold medal of merit of the BDPh in recognition of his accomplishments. 

-Alan Warren 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
AUCTION HOUSE 

zn Scandinavia 

Auctioneer and buyer of rarities 

and major collections of the world. 

Interested in selling? 

Contact us today! 

Auctions at 
POSTILJONEN 2001: 

PRE-HAFNIA 
3-24 March 

'·ve Spring Auction! 

lfnia 
ry Jfunt 

19-20 October 
Rarities and Beauties of Highest Quality 

Consignments Accepted Now! 

AuctionHouse international 

Postiljonen 
We "'1ut JUUT rollection 

Box 4118 • S-203 12 Malmo· Sweden· Phone +46 40 25 88 50 ·Fax +46 40 25 88 59 
Internet: www.postiljonen.com ·e-mail: stampauctions@postiljonen.se 



11/ustrated price/is! 

SCANDINAVIA GEMS 
now at 

www.northstam .com 

Jump on the 

NORTHLAND BANDWAGON 
Through the years Northland Auctions 
has emerged as one of the premier 
auctioneers of Scandinavian philately. 
Some major properties we've had the 
privilege of offering recently include 
the collections of: 

•John S. Siverts 
•Roger A. Swanson 
•Arthur Lind 
•Christine Blinn 
•Robert Lipscomb 
•Robert A. Weyhrauch 
•Bradley Arch 
•Victor E. Engstrom 
•Stuart 0. Silverberg 

1-800-950-0058 
FAX 1-201-405-2601 

Get the Facts ... 
Call Today 

CONSIGNMENTS WELCOME 

Whether your collection is large or small , 
why not join this growing list of "name" 
collections and take advantage of our 
25 years of market expertise and 
personalized service. Other benefits 
you'll receive include: 

•Beautiful ly Illustrated Catalogs 
•Large International Client Base 
•High (often record setting) Prices 
•Low Commissions 
•Liberal Advances 
•Fast Payment 
•Free Shipping Insurance 

Since 1975 
Q UALIFIED 

AUCTIONEER 

Internet: http://www.philotelic.com/ northland 
E-mail : northstamp@aol.com 



Fun in the Sun in Tucson at ARIPEX 
· · ·· · · · - · · · -- · with SCC, APS and BIA, January 19-21 

RETURN FORM EVEN IF NOT ORDERINQ.TICKETS 

Registration Form 
Join the Philatelic Stampede 
To ARIPEX-2001 at Tucson 

SO THAT YOUR BADGE WILL BE READY AT SHOW SCC# APS# BIA# ___ _ 
PLEASE PRlNf: ---- -----

Name REGISTRATION DEADLINE DECEMBER 15, 2000 

Address. ______________ _ 

City _______ State __ Code _ _ _ Country ___ Tel ____ Fax. ____ _ 

Other Names Bein Re istered for Bad es 

Save! Order Your Special Event Package Now; 
Discount Tickets Available Onl to Dec. 15 

rice 

$50at show 

( ) Si n me u for three events (Jan.19-21) at s 

) I Ian to attend ·ust the events checked: 
( ) Dinner and Entertainment at Old Tucson ri., Jan. 19) $50 at show 
( ) Ban uet, Grand Prix, Entertainment Sat., Jan. 20) $55 at show 

Number US$ Each Total 
Tickets Ticket Cost 

85 

98 

42 

Note: Dinner and tour attendance is limited. I tickets are still available, the will be riced hi her at the show. 

~:=~::~::~~ :,'·~:p(_) __ 

Reservations available at our Headquarters Hotel (formerly the Holiday Inn, but soon to be renamed), 
181 Broadway, Tucson AZ 85701; Tel: 520-624-8711; Fax 520-624-9963. 



OPEN IMMEDIATELY. 

~ NORDIA 
............ Registration Form 

must be sent in promptly 
to ensure getting event tickets 

and name badge .. 


