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Special Stamps for Norway's 
"Return to Sender" Mail 

The cover shown here is franked with a non-denominated "returned letter stamp" used by Norway's 
Posta l Letter Opening Commission to return mail to senders when it was undeli verable or not picked up by 
the rec ipient. These labe ls from the 1870s are regarded as stamps in Norway. The first returned-letter stamp 

was issued in 1872 fo llowed by others in 
1878 and 1885. 

Recently, collector Leif Jonas 
asked Norway Post how to distingui sh 
one return stamp from another since 
there are a number of color variations. 
Norway Post's magazine for collectors, 
Frimerkeposten, responded in its 
03/2005 issue as foll ows: "To separate 
the different issues from each other 
is difficu lt if one has only one stamp 
without the possibili ty to compare the 

~ variations in the co lors. If the stamp 
is canceled, the cancelation date may 

help." 
Norgeskatalogen records return stamps ("Returmerker" in Norwegian) in dark lilac (RI x, 1872), red 

lilac (R 1 y, 1878), dark green (R2x, 1872) and blue green (R2y, 1885). • 
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The Real Story of Iceland's "Missing i" 
, 

I Gildi Overprint Varieties 
By Ellis Glatt 

PART I 

In connection with the offic ia lly authorized production period for Iceland 's i Gildi overprints, which 
ran from late October, 1902, through July, 1903, s ix major overprint-plate settings have been identified 
and extens ively described in the literature by earlier researchers. Deta ils of these settings were presented 
by Munk in 1936 (Kohl - Briefmarken Handbuch), by Lu ndgaard in 1941 , and later by Cari:ie in 1942 
and again in 1959, among others. Moreover, a number of these six major settings exist in one or more 
intermed iate states, some more discernable than others and not a ll of which have been adequately 
documented. 

One of the most well-known intermediate states developed in the late stage of Setting I , when the entire 
stock of 50-aur OS (Official Service) stamps on hand at the GPO plus smaller numbers of sheets of several 
other aur stamps were about to be overprinted. At that point, a s ing le piece of type - the leading accented 
"l" - either became loose or fe ll out of the Setting I overprint plate at position 6, such that the character no 
longer printed. It is this intermediate state, often referred to as Setting IA, which produced one of the most 
notable i G ildi overprint varieties - the "Missing i" surcharge. 

What is not widely known to most Iceland collectors, and even some experts, is that three other classes 
o f i Gildi " Miss ing I" plate varieties also ex ist that do not orig inate from posit ion 6 of the Setting IA p late . 
Unfortunately, one such group of " Missing I" overprints actually turns out to be less than bona fide, having 
been produced intentionally and c landestine ly fo r the philate lic market. More about that subject, including 
details of when and where, and by whom, will be presented in Part II of th is artic le. For now, the focus 

wi ll be on the authentic "Missing i" varieties, including the settings, intermediate states, and aur stamps 
invo lved, as well as how to identify them. Some guidance as to the relative scarcity of these stamps (which 

seldom is correctly reflected by cata log publishers) wi ll be presented based on many years of intensive 
research by the writer. 

"Missing I" Plate Variety from Setting IA 
Most authentic " M iss ing i" examples orig inate from plate position 6 in Setting IA. Since the overprint 

plate of 50 was appl ied twice to each sheet of aur stamps, the variety generally appeared twice on each 
surcharged sheet ( in positions 6 and 56). However, according to Kohl, on one or more 5-aur sheets 
perforated 12Y., the variety occurred 011 ly in position 56. Since the 5-aur green is the only red-surcharged 
stamp found with the " Missing I" variety from Setting IA (all the others are surcharged in black), it may 
have received the overprint at the start of thi s intermediate Setting 1 sta te. This could ex plain why some 
5-aur sheets exhibited the variety on ly on half the sheet, s ince the top half of those sheets may have been 
overprinted before the problem developed. 

In hi s 194 l research report on the i Gildi overprints, Lundgaard put forth a timeline for Setting I A's 
use. It was based on journal entries from the Reykjavik printing office plus other information fo und in 
Iceland 's posta l archives at the time. From those details, Lundgaard deduced that the Setting IA must have 
materia lized in mid-November, 1902, remained in use into January, 1903, and accounted for a ll " Miss ing 
I" varieties. Unfortunately, Lundgaard 's analysis overl ooked one cri tical detai l, which caused him to reach 

a fau lty conclusion (mo re about this later). 
Based on the current state of information on the subject, as collected and reviewed by this researcher 

in recent years, Setting IA most probably began in the second half of ovember, 1902, and lasted no more 
than a week or two. We w ill soon see how this timel ine ties into recent fi ndings re the other classes of 
authentic " Missing i" examples di scussed below. 

> 
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Figure I shows a vivid 
example of the "Missing f" 
surcharge variety from Setting 
IA on a 3-aur OS stamp (center 
stamp in marginal strip of3). 
Both the underlying aur stamp 
and overprint are from position 
6 of the sheet. All "Missing 
I" examples from Setting IA 
invariably exhibit nearly all 
of the same basic identifyi ng 
characteristics and, therefore, 
are easily authenticated. The key 
characteristics are as fo llows: 

..................................... 

Figure 1. "Missing I" variety from Position 6 from Setting IA 

I. Thin-thin zero combination (as opposed to thin-thick, th ick-thin, and thick-thick zero 
combinations); 

2. Lower portion of"G" in GILD! with excess ink fi ll ; 
3. Much of"2" with excess ink fill ; 
4. Upper portion of"D" in GILD! with excess or traces of ink fill. 
All of these characteristics are clearly evident on the center stamp in Figure I. Although the extent 

of ink fi II in the "D" (final characteristic) can vary significantly from example to example, some trace of 
excess ink in the center of the "D" is generally visib le in nearly all genuine examples. Essentially, any 
"Missing f" surcharge variety that does not exhibit, at a minimum, the first three characteristics listed 
above, cannot be from Setting IA. 

During the relatively brief period in which the Setting IA plate was in use, some sheets were 
surcharged upside down, probably purely by accident. This resulted in a few authentic so-called "double 
errors." One such inverted "Missing i" surcharge from Setting IA is shown in Figure 2, where it appears on 
the 4-aur bicolor. The inverted surcharge is clearly from position 6 in the overprint plate (note identify ing 
characteristics I through 3 are clearly visible, but there is only a very faint indication of ink fil l in the upper 
"D"). Furthermore, the underlying 4-aur stamp is consistent with sheet position 95, based on established 

Figure 2. Inverted "Missing I" 
variety from Position 6 from 
Setting IA 

Figure 3. Double overprint 
"Missing I" variety from Setting IA 

4 

frame and related characteristics . 
One other extremely rare (possibly unique) " Missing f" variety 

from Setting IA is known to exist on the large 3-aur stamp ( l 901 
printing). It is the double overprint variety shown in Figure 3. In thi s 
example, both overprints on the stamp originate from Setting IA- the 
one with the missing "I" from plate position 6 and the normal overprint 
from plate position 26. The underlying stamp is, without a doubt, from 
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sheet position 56 (based on certain 
verifiable cliche characteristics). 
One can theorize that, somewhere 
along the way, the printer finally 
noticed the problem in pos ition 6 of 
his plate and may have reacted in 
frustrat ion with a "quick fix," in this 
instance by re-applying the plate to 
the same sheet in this offset manner. 
If that were the case, another 
doub le-overprint example (one with 
the " Missing I" variety in sheet 
position 36 should also have been 
produced. In any event, even 



single-surcharged "Missing I" examples from Setti ng IA are very rare on the large 3-aur stamp, and 
inverted examples are unknown, at least to this researcher. This suggests that no more than a few of 
these 3-aur sheets could have been overprinted in Setting IA before the problem in position 6 was more 
permanently addressed. 

Table 1 li sts the various aur stamps, both postage and Official Service (OS) types, known to exist 
with bona fide " Miss ing i" plate varieties from Setting IA. At least one example of each of the varieties 
mentioned has been thoroughly investigated by this researcher (either by examining the stamp itself or an 
appropriate image) and confirmed based on plating analys is. Also provided in the tab le is an indication of 
the relative scarcity of each variety, based largely on the author's review of hundreds of auction catalogs 
with specialized Iceland offerings dating back to the early I 9SOs. The rarity categori es shown range from 
RO (indicating the variety is widely available and known to have been produced in a quantity greater 
than 1,000) to RS (indicating that no more than one or two are currently known to exist, but at least two 
examples were likely produced). 

TABLE I - Confirmed Setting IA " Missing i" Varieties 

Normal Inverted Double Print 

Postage - Perf 12 314 

3 aur (smal I) R3 R4+ --

3 aur (large) RS -- RS 

4 aur R2 RS --

Saur (red surcharge on 1899 8th printing) RI RS --

16 aur R3 -- --

Postage - Pe1f ! 4x1 3 I 12 

100 aur R4 RS --

Official Service - Perf 12 314 

3 aur ( 1898-99 4th printing) RI -- --

4 aur Rl RS --

Official Service - Perf l 4x l 3 112 

I 0 aur ( 189 1 3rd printing) RS -- --

16 aur ( l 89S 2nd printing) R3+ -- --

SO aur RO -- --

For example, nearly all of the SO-aur OS stamps are known to have been overprinted with 
Setting IA and in fa irly large quantities (approximately 760 sheets in total). Lundgaard was able initially 
to establish this fact by reviewing journals and related archived records, as well as the large remaining 
stock of SO-aur OS sheets on hand at the Reykjavik GPO in l 941. Since the "Missing l" variety occurred 
in both positions 6 and S6 on those sheets, he further estimated the total number of" Missing I" examples 
for this stamp at roughly I ,SOO. Unfortunately, Setting IA sheets of other aur values were not among the 
remaining GPO stock, so it was impossible for him to provide similar production estimates for most others. 
(Lundgaard did come up with a rough estimate of SO examples for the small 3-aur stamp, again using 
journal and other anecdota l evidence.) Nevertheless, in my search of auction cata logs dating back more 
than SO years, on ly a s ingle Setting TA example of some of the varieties listed in Table I was found in some 
instances (most notably, among the inverted "Missing i" stamps plus the large 3-aur vari eties). Of course, 
over those many years, the same stamp may have been sold several times. 
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"Missing I" Plate Variety from Early Setting I 
First mentioned by Lundgaard in his in 1941 report is another " Missing i" variety that occurs only on 

a sing le aur value- the blue 20-aur ( 1898 7th printing) with red surcharge, perforated 12%. A lthough this 
variety is also from Setting I, it is totally distinct in origin from those produced in Setting IA. An example 
of this plate variety is shown in Figure 4, where it appears as the middle stamp in a marg inal strip of three. 

Figure 4. "Missing i" variety from Position 5 from early Setting I 

At first glance, 

the " Missing I" plate 
variety in F igure 
4 might be eas il y 
confused with those 
from Setting IA . 
The error appears 

somewhere in the 

middle of the top 
sheet row (but not 
in the bottom half of 
the sheet) and it a lso 

exhibits the thin-thin 
zero combination that 
is seen in the Setting 

IA examples. Unfortunately, this was Lundgaard 's mistake when he encountered a group of 20-aur sheets 
containing the variety in 1941 in the GPO 's remaining stock. He noted that each of the sheets exh ibited the 

variety once in the top row and thus assumed they were from Setting IA and simi lar to the 50-aur OS sheets 
he had also encountered. However, he missed the fact that, on these sheets, the variety occurred in plate 
position 5, not 6. Because journal entries from the printing office indicated that the 20-aur stock on hand 
had been overprinted prior to November 17, 1902, Lundgaard further conc luded, incorrectly, that Setting IA 
must have come into ex istence prior to that time. We now know that, based on other ev idence, the Setting 
IA state actually came about later. 

It was not until 1969 or thereabouts that the first intact 20-au r sheet with " Missing l" variety in position 
5 appeared on the market. Initially, several prominent Iceland experts who examined the sheet thought the 
position 5 variety had been faked. However, the matter was soon cleared up when Sigurour porsteinsson, in 
a November, 1971 Posthorn artic le, related what he knew about the stamp. Upon examining one such 20-
aur sheet, porsteinsson noted that nea rly all of the Setti ng I plate flaws previously documented in Koh l were 
present on the sheet, with the exception of the "broken 2" in sheet positions 40 and 90. From this, Munk 
correctly concluded that the sheet must have been overprinted early in Setting I. 

More recent evaluations by thi s researcher of a number of intact 20-aur sheets exhibiting the "Missing 
i" variety in position 5, as well as a few surviv ing sheets of other aur stamps from Setting IA, further 
confirms the early state of the Setting I overpri nt plate used on the 20 aur. While nearly a ll of the Setting 
IA sheets showed at least some signs of the top of the "2" deteriorating in positions 40 and 90, none of the 
20-aur sheets exhibited this defect. However, an even better test is the " notched L" flaw in plate position 
11. (A lthough this particular plate flaw is not mentioned in Kohl or by Caroe in hi s extensive writings on 
the subject, it was noted by thi s researcher some years ago and proved to be instrumental in solving the 
mystery of the 25-au r i Gildi w ith black surcharge previously written about in this journal.) This particular 
flaw (small notch on the right side of the vertical portion of the " L" near the center) also developed in the 
middle of Setting I, but prior to Setting IA. In at least a few normal Setting I sheets examined by the writer, 
the flaw is seen in position 6 1, but is absent from position 11 (as mentioned , the plate was app li ed twice 
to each sheet) . However, the flaw appears in both positions 11 and 61 on a ll Setting IA sheets examined, 
but is absent on the subject 20-aur sheets . There is no doubt about the early state of the overprint plate that 

produced the "M issing l" variety in position 5 on this stamp. 
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Authenticating 20-aur examples exhibiting the " Miss ing l" variety is very easy to do when the stamp is 
part of a pair, strip, or larger unit. In these cases, the zero-combination type on a ll adj oining stamps would 
have to correctly jibe with stamps adjacent to plate position 5 in Setting I. For sing le stamps, however, the 
process is a little more difficul t. One would first verify the thin-thin zero combination and then check the 
underly ing 20-aur stamp for a small cliche fl aw also found in sheet position 5 (a sma ll whi te dot, sometimes 
expanding to a sma ll notch, between the inner and outer diagona ls of the lower right ornamenta l triangles). 
The other overprint characteristics of plate position 6 of Setting IA, i.e. the various ink fill s previously 
mentioned, do not apply here. 

As to scarcity of this particular "M issing i" stamp, Lundgaard stated that he found I 25 sheets of 20-aur 
stamps exh ibiting this early Setting I variation in the G PO's remaining stock in l 94 1. From th is and other 
information gathered at the time, he estimated a total production of roughly 200 sheets, each containing 
a s ingle example with the subject variety. Based on the num ber of examples that have turned up over the 
last 30 years or so, Lundgaard 's estimate seems reasonable. In terms of rarity classificati on , (as used in 
connection the Setting I A varieties), an R I+ designation seems appropriate. 

"Missing I" and Transitional Plate Varieties from Setting HA 
There is one other category of authentic "M issing I" plate varieties that most Iceland collectors and 

many experts are still totally unaware of. It occurs only on one stamp -- the I 0-aur OS perforated 123/. , 

a lthough a subsequent transition state of the overprint is also found on two other OS stamps. And, once 
again, the "M iss ing I" variety appears on ly once in each sheet in position 5, a fact which, for many years, 
escaped the leading researchers, Munk (Kohl), Lundgaard, and Caroe included. Since there were no intact 
sheets conta ining the variety ava ilable for these experts to evaluate (certainly none was found by Lundgaard 
at the Reykj avik G PO in 194 I), all assumed that the variety originated from plate position 6 of Setting IA 
and occurred twice in each sheet (positions 6 and 56) . However, in actuality, the variety was produced with 
a very ea rly state of the Setting II overprint plate, often referred to as Setting IIA. More w ill be presented 
shortly about the evidence that connects this particular "Missing I" plate variety to Setting IIA and that a lso 
he lps estab li sh the timeline for thi s phase of the overprinting. 

An example of the 
"Missing l" variety from 
Setting I IA on the I 0-aur 
OS is shown in Figure 
5, where it appears as 
the center stamp in a 
strip of3 . Although 
the zero-combination 
type seen in the variety 
is thin-thin, similar 
to that found in plate 
position 6 of Setting IA, 
it lacks all three of the Figu re 5. "Missing i" va rie ty from Position 5 from Setting llA 

ink-fi ll characteristics 
also associated w ith Setting lA "Missing I" varieties. Of course, when the variety is present in a pair or 
strip of 3, as in this instance, it is easy to confirm that we are dealing with plate position 5, instead. This 
is because the zero-combination types on the adjoin ing stamps would be different ifthe center stamp was 
from position 6. In addition, the underlying I 0-aur stamps exhibit several prominent and well-documented 
matrix and cliche fl aws, which further confirm sheet positions 4-5-6 or 54-55-56, and not 5-6-7 or 55-56-
57. Had a portion of the sheet margin been attached to the strip or had part of the sheet-marg in watermark 
extended into the stamps, there would be no doubt as to which half of the sheet the variety came from . 
However, in this case, the researcher must rely on other external evidence that ties this specific " Missing 
I" variety to one of its subsequent transitional states, where the plate variety can be found and studied in 
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complete sheets. Because numerous complete I 0-aur OS sheets overprinted during the final transition state 
of Setting I LA exist today, there is absolute ly no doubt that on ly the top half of each sheet was impacted. 

... 
Figure 6. "IL only" variety (normal spacing) from Position 5 from Se tting llA 

Figure 6 shows a 
rare example of one 
of the relative ly early 
transitional states of 
plate position 5 in 

Setting IIA. The variety 
aga in appears as the 
center stamp in a strip 
of3 , but this time onl y 
the " IL" characters of 
"G ILD! " remain in the 
top line of the surcharge. 

What makes thi s I 0-aur 
OS strip of3 probably 
unique as we ll as 
important to the i Gildi 
researcher is that it is 
tied to a small piece of 

enve lope, properly cance led with a legible date. The 30-aur franking app li ed was the proper second-class 
rate at the time (letters over 15 grams) for offic ial correspondence to Denmark. Most revealing, however, is 
the very ea rl y cance lation date of 12-1 2-1 902. 

For many years, a number of i G ildi researchers, including Munk (Koh[) and Lundgaard, mi stakenly 
believed that Setting IIA was a late state of Setti ng 11. In his 194 1 report, Lundgaard conc luded (from 
printing-office journal entries and other anecdota l evidence) that Setting II first came into use in January, 

1903, and that the Setting IJA state did not come about until March of that year. More recently, the 
Lundgaard time line for Setting ll A a lso appears in AFA's Specia!Katalog 1995 (the last ed ition w ith Iceland 
included). However, as far back as 1942, Caroe noted the absence of a well-documented Setting II flaw 
(one usually found in plate position 42) in a Setting JlA sheet containing the final transitiona l position 5 
variety previously mentioned. From that, he correctly concluded that Setting IIA must be an early Setting TT 
state and not a late one. Now, with an earl y Setting llA example, complete with dated cance ll ation (F igure 
6), we have corroborati ng ev idence pointing to early December, 1902 as the most li ke ly time Setting llA 
first came into use. More importantly, th is timeframe fits with the corrected timeline estab li shed for Setti ng 
lA, which runs from late November to early December, 1902 . 

An example of the final transitional state of plate position 5 in Setting !I A is shown in Figure 7, 
where it appears on the center stamp in a marginal strip of3 of the 10-aur OS. In thi s last state, on ly the "L" 
remains intact in the top 

line of the surcharge. As 
mentioned earlier, full 
sheets of the I 0-aur OS 
containing this variety 
are fairly common . 
However, at least two 
other transitiona l states 
of plate position 5 are 
known in Setting I IA, 
and both are found 
onl y on the I 0-aur OS. 

One of these must have 
evolved soon after the 

8 

Figure 7 . "L only" variety from Position 5 from Setting llA 

> 
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The leading stamp auctions in Norway 

We arrange international stamp auctions in Oslo twice a year. Each time with a 
total turnover of USO 800,000 up to USO 1,3 mill. The auction catalogues 
feature approximately 150 pages with full colour illustrations. A complete 
Internet version is published 3 weeks prior to a sale. More information is 

to be found in our web site 

www.germeten.no We offer almost 70 to 90 % 
Scandinavian material but 
frequently also big lots and 
collections from a range of 
countries. 
We invite you to take advantage 
of the fine opportunity to sell in 
one of the best markets 
for stamps in the world. There is 
no government tax on stamp 
sales in Norway. 

Gimleveien 2, P.O.Box 3088, Elisenberg 
0207 OSLO "l? 22 441914 Fax 22 56 04 04 
www.germeten.no - E-mail: germeten@online.no 
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initi al " IL onl y" vari ety deve loped and is shown in Figure 8. It also 
exhibits onl y the"!" and " L" in the top line of the surcharge, but 
the spacing between those characters has w idened considerably. 
Sti ll another transition-state variety fro m the same Setting IIA plate 
pos ition also exists. A lthough not mentioned at a ll in the us ual 
literature, the vari ety appears to be bona fi de based on ana lys is 
of an aucti on catalog photocopy provided to thi s resea rcher. In 
that vari ety, the top row of the surcharge ex hibits on ly "G IL," 
which indicates an early intermediate state occurring between the 
in it ia l " Miss ing i" plate condi tion and the " IL onl y" condition 
(w ith normal spac ing). The photocopy examined was of a I 0-aur 
OS pa ir fro m sheet pos itions 4-5, which was readil y verifi able. 
Unfortunate ly, a quality photo of the pa ir is not ava ilable fo r 
publication at thi s time. 

ln addi tion to the Setting llA variati ons prev iously mentioned, 
the fi na l "L onl y" state also ex ists with the surcharge inverted. 
F igure 9 shows one such example on a marginal pair of the 10-aur 
OS. The overprin t pos itions are clearly 4-5 and the sheet pos itions 
of the underly ing stamps are 96-97 (aga in , 
readily verifi able based on matri x and c li che 
flaws). A lthough Kohl, Caroe, and others 
also have mentioned the ex istence of the 
" IL only" vari ati on with inverted surcharge, 
thi s researcher has yet to find any evidence 
supporting thi s (although the poss ibility 
seems plausible). 

Figure 8. "IL only" variety (wide 
spacing) from Position 5 from Setting 
llA 

Finall y, there are two other Official 
Serv ice stamps that are known with 
Setting llA overprints. One is the 5-aur OS 
perforated I 4x 13 Y2 ( 1892 41h printing) and 
the other is the 4-aur OS. In each instance, 
as w ith the I 0-aur OS, only one-half the 
sheet was overprin ted in the fi nal state 
of Setting ll A, producing the "L onl y" 

Figure 9. Inverted "L only" variety on 10-aur OS from Setting 
llA 

surcharge va ri at ion in plate pos ition 5. In 
the case of the 5-aur, the sheet was overprin ted in verted. The onl y 
fu lly verified example of thi s in verted 5-aur OS variety, as fa r as the 
wri ter is awa re, is shown in Figure 10. Based on we ll-documented 
matrix and c li che fl aws vis ible on the underl y ing 5-aur OS stamp, it 
is undoubtedl y from sheet pos ition 96. 

The corresponding "L onl y" plate vari ety on the 4-aur OS stamp 
(not inverted) is shown in Figure 11 , where it appears on the second 
stamp from the left in the top row of a marg ina l block of 8 (o nl y the 
top row is shown). The sheet pos itions shown are 4-5 -6-7, which are 
eas ily confirmed by the zero-combination test. The 4-aur OS vari ety 
is also the only one ever encoun tered by the write r. A I though Caroe 
prev iously mentioned the ex istence of an inverted "L onl y" vari ety 
on the 4-aur OS stamp, he may have been re ly ing on Kohl's reference 
to the same. However, Kohl made no mention of the normal " L onl y" 
variat ion for the 4-aur OS, so the reference to the in verted vari ety 
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Figure 10. Inverted "L on ly" variety 
on 5-aur OS from Setting llA 
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Figure 11. "L only" variety on 4-aur OS from Setting llA 

may have been merely a typographical error. In any event, at least thus far, this researcher has turned up 
nothing that supports Kohl's ori ginal claim. 

Table 2 summarizes the various aur stamps that exist with bona fide Setting llA " Missing i" and related 
transitiona l varieties from plate position 5 and which have been confirmed by the writer. The tab le also 
provides an indication of the relative scarcity of each variety, once again, based on the author 's extensive 
review of auction cata logs dating back more than 50 years (see Table 1 re Setting IA, for a brief discussion 
of the rarity categori es utili zed in this table) . 

Table 2 - Confirmed Setting ll A " Missing i" and Transitional Varieties 

Normal Inverted 

Official Service - Perf 12 314 

4 aur - "L only" R5 --

I 0 aur - "M iss ing i" R3 --

I 0 aur - "GIL only" R5 --

I 0 aur - " IL on ly" (normal spacing) R3 --

I 0 aur - " IL onl y" (wide spac ing) R4 --

I 0 aur - " L on ly" RO R4+ 

Official Service - Per/ I 4xl 3 112 

5 aur ( 1892 4th printing) - "L only" -- R5 

Tying it Together 
Based on the expanded pool of ev idence available today, there is no doubt that the various categories of 

"Missing i" and re lated plate varieties detailed above are all authentic and the resu lt of pure happenstance 
during the overpri nti ng process. Moreover, the revised production chronology for these varieties, as 
presented by this researcher, is much more consistent with observed characteristics of the associated 
intermediate Setting I and U states than that assumed by earli er researchers. 

To recap, the saga begins in earl y November, 1902, with Setti ng I, when, during the overprin ti ng 
of the top half of several thousand 20-aur sheets, a piece of type, i.e., the leading "i", becomes loose in 
plate position 5 and fai ls to print. The problem evidentl y is spotted relatively quickly by the printer and 
corrected, such that only some 200 sheets are impacted. Then in late November or early December, 1902 , 
still in Setting I, a similar problem develops in adjoining position 6 of the same plate (giving rise to Setti ng 
IA). This time, however, the problem goes unnoticed until after 1,000 or so sheets are impacted . Included in 
thi s group is the entire stock of 50-aur OS sheets on hand at the time. Both the top and bottom half of most 
sheets are affected. 

> 
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Then, probably in early December, 1902, the plate is serviced and reassembled by the printer, perhaps 
in an attempt to permanently correct the "Missing I" issue. In the process, some of the type used in plate 
position 20 is also changed (the zero-combination type changes from thick-thick to thin-thick) and Setting 
II comes in use. Unfortunate ly, the type once again becomes loose in the center of the first row of the plate, 
back in position 5 this time, and the situation further deteriorates during the initial use of the Setting II 
plate. On this occasion, during the overprinting of the top half of a large batch of I 0-aur OS sheets, the 
leading "l" again fails to print in position 5 (early Setting JLA). Then, other characters in the "i G!LD I" line 
of the surcharge also begin to fai l and the various Setting l!A transitional states evolve. 

Based on the existence of the " IL onl y" variety with wide spacing, at least one or more pieces of type 
must have fa llen out of the Setting II plate completely at some point. The deteriorating situation at position 
5 of the Setting fl plate is ultimately spotted and fixed by the printer (permanently, this time), but not before 
the top halfofsome 1,600 sheets of the 10-aur OS (and a few sheets of some other OS values) receive the 
defective surcharge in one state or another. However, the story of"Missing I" plate varieties on at least 
some of Iceland's i Gildi stamps does not end here. • 

(To be continued) 

(Editors Note: References will be in included with Part 11 in the February, 2006, issue of The Posthom. 
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Mourning Covers: A Scandinavian Perspective 
By Ernest A. Mosher 

Postal historians with a special interest in letters posted in Scandinavian countries may occasionally 
run into a black edged cover and wonder what it is! And iftheir cover collection is limited to the last half 
century, they may never have seen one. 

This should not be surprising. Mourning covers - black edged covers that long served as harbingers 
of death and messengers of grief - from Finland, Iceland, and Norway are fairly rare, with those from 
Denmark and Sweden more common but still scarce. And like other countries known to have used 
mourning covers as a cultura l practice, they are se ldom found posted during the past 75 years except from a 
few countries. 

This article provides a brief summary of the cultural and postal history of mourning covers (MCs) , as 
used throughout the world , and exh ibits several Scandinavia examples. Much of the in formation is taken 
from my 373-page book on the subject.* 

"Mourning covers may be simply defined as black-edged, posted letters used in many countries 
during the 19'11 and early 20' 11 centuries as harbingers of death and messengers of grief." 

This simple statement is probably as accurate as possible using only one sentence. That they were 
"used in many countries" is correct, but hardly acknowledges the fact that this included at least 225 
different countries, ranging from Aden to Zanz ibar. 

Similarly, that they were used "during the 19'11 and early 20'11 centuries" is correct, for this was the 
period of their most widespread use. However, the first proven MC was mailed in 1767 and they are sti ll 
occasionally used in a few countries, notably Austria and Germany. Those in my co llection range from 
Luxembourg in 1776 to Germany in 2003. 

Defining MCs as "harbingers of death and messengers of grief' is also generally correct. Many 
mourning covers were used to mail death and/or funeral notices (see the Norway example in Figu re 5), 
but even more of them were used to send a black-edged card or letter to extend sympathy or to express 
apprec iat ion for condolences received. These are similar to the cards or fo lders (but not black-edged) that 
now are routinely provided by funeral homes and mailed by the deceased's fami ly. 

Even more common was the use of mourning covers for socia l correspondence, especia ll y by widows. 
The contents of some black-edged letters show no evidence that the sender was in mourning - I have one 
that is clearly a " love letter" . But we are se ldom privileged to know the personal circumstances of the 
writer or recipient. On ly a sma ll percent of the several thousand MCs I have seen still have their contents. 

Figure 1. Iceland, c1925. Mourning cover from Reykjavik, 
Iceland , local, with double circle dts, circa 1925. Franked 
with the 1 Oa dark blue and brown Landing of the 
Mail issue of 1925, Scott 145. Unusual oblong cover. 
Mourning covers from Iceland are rare . 

The Color Black 
The typical mourning cover has a black 

edge on the cover as well as the contents. The 
significance of black as a mourning hue is old , 
if not ancient, perhaps because black - the 
symbol of night - simply seems appropriate for 
the absence of life as well as li ght. Black was 
often chosen for funerals and masses for the 
dead in European countries by the 12th century. 
It was well established by the 16th century as 
the proper co lor for mourning dress. 

The color black became the standard for 
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mourning in many societi es long before the advent 

of public posta l systems, and its use on hand

delivered death noti ces, then on posted, fo lded 
letters and later on envelopes, seems but a natura l 
course of human events. 

The Mourning Culture 
Those who have traveled the road of li fe in 

both the 20th and 2 1st centuries may fi nd the use 
of death-related, black-edged letters a strange if 
not bizarre cul tura l practi ce. But in the context of 
the social customs or ethos of the t ime, they were a 

rat ional soc ial phenomenon . 

B lack-marked mourn ing covers were used 
because they were accepted as one of the natura l, 
proper, and important ri tes of mou rning 
and griev ing, often fo r a fu ll year by 
surviv ing w idows. (And when they were 
not readily ava ilab le in printed form, 
the black mourning mark was placed on 
the enve lope by hand; I have 2 1 such 
" homernades.") M ourning covers were as 
common in the past as wedding and bi1th 
announcements are today. 

The gradual ri se in the use of 
mourning covers began in the mid-

Figure 2. Denmark, 1934. Mourning cover from 
Denmark with ctds of 11 2 34. Franked with the 1934 
black 4-ore surcharge on the 25-ore blue Caravel 
ship issue, Scott 234. 

A;~~/~ 
~<V11h~~ .... ___ -~== 
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I 800s during the V ictori an era, notably 
after the posta l reform movement which 
led to cheaper postage ava ilable to the 
masses. Their use peaked in the earl y 
1900s, and then gradually di ed in most 
countries beginning in the 1920s. The 
gradual demise of the common usage of 
MCs close ly para llels Western society's 
changing attitudes about death and dying 
and the developing cul ture - as one 
hi storian puts it - of preferring " invisible 

death." 

Figure 3. Finland , 1927. A self-enclosed mourning cover from 
Nurmo, Finland , local , with indistinct eds , posted in 1927 

Basic Forms of MCs 

per contents. Franked with the 40-penni blue-green Helsinki 
Republic Arms issue of 1925, perf 15, Scott 131. This is a 
single sheet with printed death announcement inside, folded as 
an envelope with a cut flap for insertion in a slot on the reverse. 
Most self-enclosed covers are larger than this . 

Exc luding odd ities, the six bas ic phys ica l forms of all posted letters are shared by mourning covers 
- plus one other form that may be limited to mourning covers. These include: 

Folded letters, used primarily before the advent of what we now ca ll enve lopes, are simply a 
sheet of black edged paper w ith the message on the inside. M ost early fo lded letters were sea led 
w ith black wax. 
Envelopes did not come into common usage for mourning covers until the mid- I 840s, after the 
invention of folding machines. A typi ca l example, although in an unusual oblong form, is the 
I ce land cover shown in Figure 1. 

• Postal cards (government issued) w ith a mourn ing mark were used as earl y as 188 1. They 
were used pri marily for death noti ces, espec ially by benevolent associations. See the example in 
Swedish shown in Figure 6. 
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Fantastic prices 
in our last sales! 

Estimate : USO 100 
Rea lized : USO 1.050 

Buying and selling Norwegian stamps has 
been our specialty for more than 30 years. 

We have two auctions every year and several 
of the "gems" in Norwegian philately have been 

sold through our firm. 

The Norwegian market has for many 
years been one of the world's strongest. 

If you have interesting material , 
do not hesitate to contact us. 

For further information, visit our web-site 
www.frimerkehuset.no 

F.C.MOLDENHAUER AS 
BERGENS FRIMERKEFORRETNING 
P.O. Box 258 Sentrum - N-5804 Bergen 

'fr +47 553 14420 - Fax +47 55326355 - E-mai l: frimerke@on line.no 

www. fri merkeh uset. no 
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Postcards (privately printed), often w ith 
a religious picture, were commercially 

avai lable and were mostly used in the 

early 1900s. 
Lettersheets, with gum med edges to 
be fo lded by the user to become an 
envelope, were rarely used as mourning 
covers. 

Wrappers, typically a sheet of paper 
used to enc lose a separate sheet for 
a message, were also rare ly used for 
mourning purposes. Thi s is perhaps 
explained by the fact that most 
countries, before the use of adhesive 

stamps, charged postage based on the 
number of sheets. 
Self-enclosed. The self-enclosed form 
of mourning cover is a s ingle sheet, 
usua lly quite large, where the pri nted 
message is on the inside that is revealed 
when opened. They often have a pointed 
fl ap for insertion in a cut s lot on the 
back. I have never seen 
this particular form of 
cover used except for 

k ?iiut-·" 14<
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Figure 4. SWEDEN-USA, 1937. Mourning cover from 
Broeryd, Sweden to Trowbridge, Wisconsin, posted 9 4 
37. Franked with two of the 15-ore brown King Guystav V 
booklet stamps of 1936, Scott 169. This cover has a black 
tissue lining, unusual in Scandinavia mourning covers. 
Swedish communities were common in Wisconsin at the 
time. 

mourning purposes. See -~-=~ =· / 
Figure 3 for an example I: 
from Finland. ~-.a£"41.7.e~:.-.. -- --~- Ii{./ 1 ... ________ .... .._ ________ _ 

Franking Characteristics 
The black marking on 

mourning covers make them 
distinguishable from other types 
of covers. Their typical contents 
a lso make them different, even 
though they were often used for 
ordinary correspondence during 
the soc ially acceptable mourning 
period of the time. But the franking 
(evidence of postage payment, 
usually stamps) and the posta l 
markings on mourni ng covers make 
them remarkably s imilar to other 
covers used fo r social and family 
correspondence. 

Indeed, w ith one type 
of exception, a ll those in my 
co llection are substantia lly s imilar 
in franking to other covers used 

16 
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Figure 5. Norway-U.S.A. , 
1918. World War I censored 
mourning cover from 
Christiania, Norway, to New 
York City with ctds of 211 18. 
Franked with the 20-0re deep 
ultra posthorn issue of 1910, 
Scott 85. Censor strips on 
both edges with large purple 
"Passed" front handstamp of 
June 30 1919. Also shown 
is the enclosed notice of a 
death on January 13, 1918. 
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Substantial delays in the handling of censored 
covers during the war were not uncommon. A rare 
mourning cover. 
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Figure 6. U.S.A., 1897. Mourning postal 
card from Boston, Massachusetts, local , 
posted December 21, 1897. The reverse 
is a printed death notice in Swedish, 
announcing death on December 18, 1897. 
The use of postal cards as death notices 
was not uncommon in the U.S. but those 
printed in a foreign language are rare. 

for non-commercial purposes in the same era. 
This exception is that the proportion of M Cs 
sent at low postal rates, such as for local or 
printed matter, seems high when compared to 
other non-commercial covers. There is also some 
convincing evidence that underpaid, postage-due 
mourning covers are much less common than 
are other kinds 

Tillkiinnag ifves 
A. T T 

Fru Anna Gabriella Petterson 
POOd i. Stockholm, S\·e'rigc; stilla aflcd den 18 ~ccmber, 1897, i en !Ider af 
40 fir ro m .3.uader och 20 dagar. 

Begraflli ugen cger rum fr! n 5 Ericson Street, Mnplcwoo<l, 'fisdagen den 
21 Dect:mber, k l. 2 e. m . 

J· A l:)sr nERG, 
SsKR . 

-----~ 
--...........~ 

_,/ -~ 
~t ~ ."<-fr ... vt0 ... c ;.: _ 

Figure 7. Denmark, 1947. 
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of covers, wh ich 
may be explained 
by the fact that 
some sympathetic 
postal clerks 
simply ignored 
the fact that a 
black-edged cover 
was underpaid. 

Other 
than these two 
differences, 
the franking or 

t;-l~ 
,'.l/:;,;'iJ ·~~ 

Mourning cover from Lyng by to 
"Brorishaj," Denmark with ctds 
of November 24, 1947. Franked 
with the 6-ore orange numerical 
value issue of 1940, Scott 224c. 
Small , long cover with unusual 
inset black border encloses a 
black-edged printed mourning 

•••••••••••••••• .. card . 

stamps on mourning covers, their method of delivery (e.g. ship, rai l, air, registered, special delivery, etc.) 
as wel l as their auxi l iary markings (including censorship - see the Norway example in Figure 5) seem no 
different from covers used for other purposes. Those mailed for normal delivery w ith high-value stamps are 
suspiciously philatel ic. 

Physical Characteristics of MCs 
As noted above, mourning covers, except for the mourning mark, are remarkably similar to other types 

of covers in basic forms and franking. Following are brief comments highlighting their physical variations. 

> 
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The width of the marking varies fro m about one mm to very w ide, such as a large 1948 Swiss 
cover with a black band of 4.1 cm. 

• Their size varies, ranging from a miniature 1912 Canada cover only 7.9 x 4.1 cm to a Switzerland 
enve lope which is 22 .9 x 16.2 cm. 

• The most common shape is rectangular, but some are sq uare and even a few in the shape of 
triangles or parallelograms are known. 
The placement of the black marking is typically on the edge but a few ha ve them on the back 
only, some inset (see the Sweden cover in Figure 4), some with diagonal stripes or a sing le stripe, 
as we ll as a few other forms. 
The design of the marking is usua ll y a stra ight line, but a few are very different, such as a 
Kentucky cover with a black tree limb and ivy or the classic Canadian "black lace" cover. 
The reverse and backflap designs ofMCs are sometimes more fancy than the front, particularly 
on those from the 1800s that came complete with a flap embossment and a wax seal. 

Figure 8. Sweden , 1905. Mourning cover from Lund to Holstein , Sweden , with ctds of January 6, 1905. 
Franked with two of the 10-dre pink King Oscar II issue of 1891 , Scott 45. On the reverse are two purple 
tuberculosis cinderella stamps, rare on mourning covers. 

Comparing U.S. and Foreign MCs 
With some over-simpl ifi cations, here are a few general comparisons of the differences between U.S. 

and foreign mourning covers: 
Small covers were in general use by most all countri es until about 1875, when fore ign MCs tended 
to become larger than the common U.S . size. 

18 

• Small, name-card-size MCs are found from the U.S., Canada, and European countries but tend to 
have been used more in Latin America. I have not seen one from a Scandinavian country. 

• The large, self-enclosed type was used in severa l countries, but I have never seen one from the 
U.S. These typically are much larger than the Fin land se lf-e nclosed cover shown in Figure 3. 
"Squarish" MCs (shaped like modern wedding invitations) became popular in many countries 
in about the 1880s but were never common in the U.S. I have not seen one from a Scand inav ian 
country. 
Wide black bands or borders (wide in proportion to the cover size) were used in many countries 
but are not common from the U.S. or England , nor have I seen one from a Scandinavian country. 
Black tissue linings, such as within the Sweden cover shown in Figure 4, are found mostly from 
Western European countries. They are very rare from North America and Scandinavian countri es 
and from British Commonwea lth countri es . 
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Registered and special delivery MCs are fo und from many countries but were not common ly used 
in the U.S. 
Censored MCs, such as shown by the Norway cover in Figure 5, are found primarily from foreign 
countries and are scarce from the U.S. 

Collecting MCs from Scandinavia 
Developing an extensive collection of mourning covers from the several Scandinav ian countries 

would be chal lenging and probably frustrating. This is not because they are expensive. They are simply not 
often found in the posta l hi story market. Of the several thousand MCs in my co llection or that I have seen 
in photo form, from 225 countries, they are generally in the fa irly scarce to rare c lass, except those from 
Denmark and Sweden. This is particularly true in comparison to those available from Western Europe or 
from countries of the Americas with a historical Western Europe influence. 

The above appraisal of the relative scarcity of Scandinavian MCs was affi rmed recently by some of the 
dealers advertising covers in The Posthorn. Indeed, one dealer believes those from Iceland should be in the 
very rare category. Another dea ler said he has never seen a mourning cover from Green land or the Faroe 
Islands in 30 years - nor has this author. 

The cha llenge is there, and for those who have an interest in the societal and cultural practices of 

peoples in the past, as well as in posta l history, mourning covers are fun to search for! • 

* Ernest A. Mosher is author of the book Mourning Covers: The Cultural and Postal History of Letters 
Edged in Black. He received the Ell iott Perry Cup award from the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society in 
2004. Copies of the book may be purchased for $35.00, U.S. postpaid, by writing him at 1939 SW Oakley 
Aven ue, Topeka, KS 66604 (USA). 

Swedish Consular Revenue Stamp 
Revalued in Elish 

By Paul Nelson 

This stamp is Sweden Facit 27 in the Consular Revenue stamp section. 
This is one of nine values in the fi nal set from about 1920, according 
to Facit. This set has no exchange rates shown as was the case with the 
previous sets of stamps. Consular stamps were used until Ju ly 1, 1950. 

The orig inal denomination on this stamp is I 0 Swedi sh Crowns. 
However, this particular stamp has an overprint that appears to have been 
made with a rubberstamp in black. The " I 0 KRONOR" across the top 
has been blacked out with a bar, and in the body of the stamp appears, in 
English, "Swedish Government" and " I 0 dollars". 

I've not seen anything published about this prov isional overprint, 
nor have I seen other stamps with this revalue. The cancel is not centered 
enough to have the c ity name visible for the consular office. However, since 
the revalue is apparently in U.S. dollars, this probably was from a consulate 
in the United States. Do any of our readers have an opinion, or more 
information? • 
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Coins Commemorate Sweden's First Stamp 

It is not often that the image of a stamp makes it onto a coi n. 
But it has happened in Sweden, which is commemorating the 150'11 

anniversary of its first postage stamp. 
The Swedish royal bank, Riksbank, released a commemorative 

co in October 14. One side shows a 4-skilling banco stamp and the 
words, "Sweden 's first stamp I 50 years ." The reverse has a winged 

letter flying over the countryside and the traditional curved posthorn. 
The coin shows a face va lue ofSEKSO and se ll s for SEK60. Some 
I 00,000 of the coins were minted in "Nordic go ld ," which is 89 
percent copper, 5 percent a luminum, 5 percent zinc, and l percent tin. 

Pictures of the coins and ordering information are found at two 
Internet sites, www.riksbank.se, and www.myntverket.se. • 

The Danish Pre-Zip Code 
By Kim Widen 

The accompanying illustration shows a June 24, 1967, office mark of 

3910 from Hasle on the island ofBomholm . But 3910 is the zip code for 
S0ndre Strnmfjord in Greenland while Hasle's zip code is 3790. What is 
going on here? It JURI 19B'I 

3910 
The answer is that the office mark is a " pre-zip code" used in Denmark 

from the middle of 1961 until February 10, 1968. The current postal zip code 

system was introduced in Denmark on September 20, I 967, overl apping 
some with the pre-zip system that was devised for financial rather than postal 
reasons. 

~,,;..,.? 4/l'u·~-u C 
f 1 ~ ~ (,.l ./c /b o.) ~8:J?o.. 

4e{ _..,..~ ?-'" .. ) ,,/,,, • .I,. I ar· 
DEN DANSKE STATSTfY!'GRAf 

JO 

TELEGRAM 

.... /l?o 
------------- nr. ·----·-·----··-·---·-·-

tit ~d'J'>'i._1-/l"'c:(. __ ~ ~~/----- ---

----------------------10~1-<;f~ _ .t__ -
--- - f 57------

Envelope for delivering telegrams postmarked Faborg . An office 
mark with the pre-zip code 4030 was placed together with the 
note 'delivery attempted 10/2 62 at 16.05 no mail box. ' Today the 
zip code for Faborg is 5600. 
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I looked into this matter 

after occasiona ll y seeing these 

number markings from the 1960s 

that appeared to be posta l codes 
but predated the zip code system. 
Eventua ll y, 1 found the a lmost
forgotten Post Giro pre-zip 

code system , "Sorteringskoden" 

(trans lation: the sorting code). The 
pre-zip code is printed in a booklet, 
Sorteringskodenfor indenlandske 
posthuse, first issued in 1958 and 

again in 1961 , 1965 , and 1967. 

Denmark's Post Giro system, 
which was estab li shed in 1920, 
provided users the ability to pay 
bills through the post office. Post 

Giro proved one of the postal 

administration's greatest successes. 



But its popularity had its drawbacks - the system was turning into a sorting nightmare by the mid- I 950s. 

The Post Giro Department was looking for a way to ease the manual and rather cumbersome sorting work. 

Sorting System Devised 
The solution was the punch-card machine . 

On October 29, 1958, the first 2,000 punch-card 

payment forms were sorted and sent out. On the 

paii the of the form that went to the Post Giro 

Department, the following was punched: the 

amount to be paid, the giro account number of 

the recipient, the code of the distributing post 

office, and the payer 's client number with the 
holder of the giro account. The story might have 

ended there, but in 1961 Post Giro decided to use 

the punch-card machine for running accounts and 

audits. 
At this time, there were approximately 

1,500 post offices with central accounting 

responsibilities. To simplify matters at Post 

Giro, a decision was made to use the code on 

the punch-card to identify these post offices. 

Around June or July, 1961 four-digit pre-z ip 
code numbers began appearing in the office 
marks. Danish Post Offices normally have 

only one or two regular postmarks but may 

have several office marks. All post offices 

have office marks at the counter and they are 

among other things used on giro payment 
forms. This explains why collectors of 

Danish philately can find postal forms and 

also letters with stamps used for various fees 

and dues that have been canceled with these 

office hand stamps, or with other kinds of 
line cancelations. 

Size Trumps Geography 

OKT KVT. 1967 
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CUH+iAl rn rrn,.NR T!l ! ~t,SAfGIFT 

FRU 
CAJA JUUL 
~EH~OSVEd 12 2 S.A.l 

l'k([,hl(~ ~8~~37 l f PP 
·.; «. uq ~;;:!~TOR Q Q VEDR IN 

tu08EN:HAVNS TELE~ON AKT. IESELSKAB 
N0RREGADE 21 , QBEUl'l\Y,N.~ 

P tklitt"U-¥!o.1:sor ucn 
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HERAi'" "60MS 

... 19 

The receipt part of a punched card giro payment form. 
Forwarded with the new zip code in the address and 
paid at the sub-post office K0benhavn 37. Today 
K0benhavn 37 has the internal zip code 0837. 

Stubbekebing Toldkammer 
Stubbekablng 

The pre-zip codes were not a geographic 

code; rather, size mattered. (See the 
abbreviated list in Table I.) The code was 
constructed in a way that giro forms being 

sent to post offices with the largest amount 

of mail were sorted first. The cards were 

Letter where the receiver pays the postage. The stamps, 
matching 30-0re normal letter rate , were canceled with 

so1ied in four stages. First the two major 

post offices in Copenhagen with numbers 

an office mark of 3730 in Stubbek0bing on April 5, 1963. 
Today the zip code for Stubbek0bing is 4850 while Neks0 
on the island of Bornholm has 3730. 

beginning with 8 and 9. The second sort took care of all the major post offices in Denmark with numbers 

beginning from 4 to 7 (except for the medium sized post offices on Fuen with numbers from 4000 to 4190). 

The third sort included the remainder of the medium sized post offices with numbers beginning with 2 and 

3. Finally, the fourth sort covered the remaining small post offices that had numbers beginning with 0 and 
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I. These numbers often corresponded with the posta l routes, such as railway lines. 

Numbers from 20 to 41 ended with 0 with the exception of 35 11 Sorn I (present z ip code 41 8 1 ). 
N umbers 42 and higher ended with 00 except for sub-offices , e.g., 6602 Randers 2 (8902) and 9012 
Kobenhavn 12 (08 12). (Note: numbers in parentheses below and in the tables are the current zip codes 
used in Denmark.) 

In Copenhagen , four spec ial post offices were a lso g iven spec ial numbers: 

9990 Kobenhavn Lufthavn Postkontor (0980) 
999 1 Kobenhavns Pakkepostkontor (0960) 

9992 Kobenhavns Toldpostkontor 
9993 Postgirokontoret 

(0970) 
(0800) 

It was apparent during the 

planning phase for the posta l z ip 
code (early 1966) that the non-
geographic construct of the g iro 

would not do the job. It also became 

apparent that hav ing two zip codes 

was one too many. A study had 
shown that a convers ion to the new 
zip code would increase the sorting 
work at Post Giro by more than 50 

percent. (ln 1966, more than nine 

million g iro payment forms had 
gone through the system and the 

number was increas ing rapidly.) 

There was concern that postponing 
a conversion might at some point 
make it impossible to convert. 
Consequently, a time of year with 

the fewest number of g iro payments 
was selected for the conversion. 
Saturday, February I 0, 1968 became 
the last day the pre-zip code was 
used. On, Monday, February 12, 

Ill/ X 0 1 f D z.. 
I 'f. 01 ~ <:. 

Debetseddel 

For vedlagte fonendelser 
er der d. d. debiteret Dem 

. .9/. kr. f.O .. ere. 

B 57 (l•l7 '/u A2) 

Office mark from Torshavn in the Faroe Islands with the pre-zip code 
3820 on a postage co llect note used when the receiver paid the 
postage. Sparrikassen , a bank in Torshavn , has been debited 91 
kroner and 80 ore for 114 second weight class letters and one first 
weight class letter. 

1968, all post offices began using the new office marks. 

The pre-z ip code was used in the office marks from mid-196 l through February I 0, 1968, less than 
seven years. But from th is period, it is possible to find a range of different posta l items and even some 
where the stamps have been cance led with these office marks. These items are, with the exception of giro 
receipts, quite rare. • 

(Note: A complete list of Denmark :S pre-zip codes is available on the Danish Philatelic Federation :S 

Website, www.danfil.dk. Go to the section "Sorteringskroder fra Navnestempel med data " to download the 
list in Microsoft Word.format. 

Reference: 

"Sorteringskoden," by Kim Widen, Dansk Fi/arelistisk Tidsskrifi, No. 7/2005, pages 28 1-285. 

A showcase of member exhibits @ www.scc-online.org 
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Table 1. An abbreviated list of the pre-zip codes. 
Engli sh I Danish Faroe Islands I F<erorerne Fuen I Fyn Jutland I Jylland Zealand I Sj<e lland 

Small post offices. 
Jutland 
000 1-0099 
0 I00-0 152 
0200-0295 
0300-0399 
0400-0586 
1600-0699 
0700-0774 

Samso, Tuno, Anholt, Faroe Islands, and Bornholm 
Railway stations in Middle and West Jutland 
Railway stations in South Jutland 
Southern Jutl and and Als 
West Jutland 
East Jutland 
Northeast Ju tland 
North Ju tland 

1400-1414 Bornholm 
1420- 1425 Sams0 and Tuno 
1430-1431 Anho lt 
1440-1443 Faroe Islands 

Al l the small post offices on Fyn 
Zealand, Mon, Lolland, and Falster 
I 000- 1255 Zealand and Mon 

Fu en 
1500-1 524 
1530- 1558 All the small islands south of Svendborg (Th uro, 

Stryno, A:ro, Hts inge, and Lange land) 
1300- 1364 Lolland and Falster 
1560-1 769 Fuen 

Medium sized post offices 
2000-2970 in Jutland 
3000-3790 on Zealand , Mon, Lo i land, and Falster 
3800-3960 on Samso, Faroe Is lands, and Bornholm 
4000-4190 on Fuen and Langeland 

1560-1 769 

Major post offices (today's zip code in parentheses) 
4200 Odense (5000) 6000 
4300 Svendborg (5700) 6 100 
4400 Arhus (8000) 6200 
4500 A lborg (9000) 6300 
4600 Kobenhavn F (2000) 6400 
4700 Kobenhavn N (2200) 6500 
4800 Kobenhavn S (2300) 6600 
4900 Kobenhavn 0 (2 100) 6700 

5000 
5100 
5200 
5300 
5400 
5500 
5600 
5700 
5800 
5900 

Helsi ngor 
Hillerod 
Hjorring 
Holb<ek 
Holstebro 
Nykob ing Falster 
N<estved 
Rosk ilde 
Slagelse 
Abendt 

(3000) 
(3400) 
(9800) 
( 4300) 
(7500) 
(4800) 
( 4700) 
(4000) 
(4200) 
(6200) 

Copenhagen largest post offices 
8000 Kobenhavn V ( 1500) 
9000 Kobenhavn K ( I 000) 

6800 
6900 

7000 
7100 
7200 
7300 
7400 
7500 
7600 
7700 
7800 
7900 

Fuen 

Esbjerg (6700) 
Fredericia (7000) 
Haders lev (6 100) 
Hem ing (7400) 
Horsens (8700) 
Kolding (6000) 
Randers (8900) 
Silkeborg (8600) 
Vej le (7100) 
Viborg (8800) 

Bronshoj (2700) 
Charlottenlund (2920) 
Gentofte (2820) 
Hel lerup (2900) 
Lyng by (2800) 
Kobenhavn NV (2400) 
Kobenhavn SV (2450) 
Soborg (2860) 
Val by (2500) 
Vanl0se (2720) 

Table 2. Pre-zip codes for Bornholm and the Faroe Islands (today's zip code in 
parentheses.) 

Bornholm Samso and Tuno 
3900 Ronne (3700) 3800 Kolby Ki\s (8792) 
39 10 Has le (3790) 38 10 Tranebjerg Samso (8791) 
3920 Akirkeby (3720) 1420 Brundby (8793) 
3930 Nekso (3 730) 142 1 Pi ll emark (closed, I 966) 
3940 Gudhjem (3750) 1422 Onsbjerg (closed, 1967) 
3950 Svaneke (3740) 1423 Nordby Samso (8795) 
3960 All inge (3770) 1424 Tuno Kattegat (8799) 
1400 Ko lleregard (371 1) 1425 Ba llen Samso (8794) 
140 1 Lobb<ek (3712) Anholt 
1402 Pedersker (37 13) 1430 An holt Havn (859 1) 
1403 Bodilsker (37 14) 143 1 An holt By (8592) 
1404 0ster-M ari e (3751) 
1405 0sterlars (3752) Faroe Islands 
1410 Nyker (3781) 3820 Torshavn (3800) or Thorshavn 
141 1 Klemensker (3782) 1440 Vestmanna (3860) or Vestmanhavn 
1412 Ro (3783) 1441 Klaksvik (3870) or Klaksv ig 
1413 Tejn (3784) 1442 Trangisvi\g (3880) or Tv0royri) 
1414 Sandvig (3785) 1443 vag (3890) or Vagur) 
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Aurar Disappearing (Again) From Iceland's Stamps 
The aurar designations are di sappearing entirely fro m 1celand's stamps, beginning :··151·~~-~( 

with the 2006 issues. That was revealed recently with the announcement of the 2006 
6000 

stamp program in which all of the stamps are shown in full kronur without any aurar 
shown. Iceland dropped the use of aurar from its monetary system on October I, 2003, 
but aurar remained symbolically on stamps through 2005. : %-iw: 

In recent years, Iceland printed the aurar as "00" fo llowing the kronur amount on its : 
stamps. The "00" is being dropped with the fi rst 2006 issues to be released on February ; 
2. (See illustrations.) 

The modern-day progression on the use of kronur and aurar on stamps is as fo llows: 
Unti l 1969, kronur and aurar shown; 
1970-1 980, no aurar, only kronur; 
198 l , currency re-evaluation with a new krona, but stamps listed amounts as 
aurar until September I 0, 1985; 

Figure 1. A 2005 
stamp shows 
aurar as "00" after 
the amount of 

1985 (October 15) through 2005, kronur and aurar; 
2006, only kronur shown. • 

(Acknowledgements: Thanks to p6r porsteins, Vilhja/mur Sigurdsson, and Jan 
Prygodafor information that made this article possible.) 

kronur. 

- Paul Albright Figure 2. A 2006 
stamp design without 
the "00." 

Forged Icelandic Bridge Cancels 
By P6r Porsteins 

In recent years, there have appeared a number 
of stamps, cards and covers bearing faked bridge 
cancels. These are cancels that have not been used 
by or prepared for the Icelandic posta l authori ties. 
Th is artic le deals on ly with forged cancels and 
not CTO or favor cancels where genuine postal 
cancelers have been used on older mint stamps to 
increase their value. 

With increased knowledge of bridge-type date 
cancels, it becomes easier to detect such forged 
cancels and to reduce the possibi lity of their sale to 
collectors. 

Forging of bridge cancels seems to have come 
in waves. A quantity of old max imum card postcards (picture postcards with the stamp and cancel on the 
picture side) from around 1913 exist bearing type B 1band B 1 d bridge cancels. (See accompanying article 
on bridge cancel types.) Where written text is included on the card, the French language is used and the 
cards are addressed to recipients in Belgium. The same handwriting seems to be on most of them. 

The accompanying illustrations show (sl ightly reduced in size) known forged bridge cancels. The chart 
with numbers corresponding to the illustration describes the paiticular "problem" indicating a forgery. This 

> 
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chart also shows the cancel type from the 2005 Facit Specialized 
catalog of Scandinavia. 

Tn any situation where the value ofa mint stamp is 
significantly less than a used version, collectors must be cautious 
to avoid buying a fake. • 

Acknowledgments: Many collectors have lent a hand in gathering 
this information. Special thanks to the following for their 
invaluable help: Arne Fahno, Don Brandt, Johnny Pernerfors, 
Jorgen S. Larsen, Kim R. Mortensen, Hans C. Mogensen and 
Olafi1r Eliasson, and lo Viggo Warmboe, who assisted with 
translating this articlefi-om Frimerkjablaoio, No. 11, 2005. 

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4 

Figure 5 Figure 6 Figure 7 Figure 8 

Figure 9 Figure 10 

Figure 12 

Figure 13 

Figure 16 

Figure 17 
Figure 14 Figure 15 
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Types of Icelandic Bridge 
Cancels 

The cancel types referenced 
in the accompanying article by 
l>6r l>orsteins are found in the 
2005 Facit Special catalog. The 
designation is made up of three 
parts, e.g. B 1 a, with the letter " B" 
designating a bridge cancel, the 
number " l" being the basic design 
type and the letter "a" being the 
style of the date. 

The bas ic design types are as 
shown here: 

Bl B2 

§ @ 
B3 B4 

@ 0 1 
\..~ 

BS B6 

©@ 
B7 BS 

®® 
The date styles are as follows: 

a. 1.6.94 
b. 1.6. 1899 
c. 20. Y.09 
d. 20. 111.1 0. 11 
e. 15.111.1 945 

The Facit catalog is a good 
resource for basic information 
on these cance ls. l>6r l>orsteins' 
excellent compendium, lcelandic 
Cancelers - Bridge, Rolle1~ and 
Machine Cancels, 1894 - 2003, is 
comprehensive and a "must-have" 
for anyone interested in Icelandic 
cancels. 

- Viggo Warmboe 
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~l_J 
LEIFR EIRICSSONS DAY 

9 ocl 1938 Christian X 
1tlt-1t31 

Figu re 19 

Figure 18 

Illustration Cancel 
Number Type Indication of fo rgery 

I Bi a Incorrect spell ing "REYKJ AVIE" should be REYKJAV IK. 

2 Bi a Letters too low and small , non-ex istent fo nt. 

3 Bib Town name misspelled (should be FAS KRUDSFJORDUR) and use of3 crosses not known. 
Found on max imum card addressed to France and Tunis from ca. 1913. 

4 Bib Patreksfj orour misspelled. Crosses not known. Same as number 3 above. 

5 Bib Seyoisfj orour misspelled. Crosses not known. Same as number 3 above. 

6 Bib Typeface of the letter "K" in Reykj avik is incon-ect. lncon-ect font used in date. 

7 Bib Incorrect font used in date. 

8 Bib Typeface of the letters "E", "K", and "J" is incorrect. Found on maximum card from ca. 19 13. 

9 B id A kranes has never used a BI d type cancel. 

10 B id Egilsstaoir misspelled and no BI d type cancel known from there. 

11 Bid Numbers in date too tall. lncon-ect font used for " I" (in date, fo r January); it does not ex ist wi th 
lines on top and bottom. The airmail envelope used did not ex ist in 1930. This fake cancel 
found on FDCs of all values of the 1930 Parli ament issue. 

12 Bid Numbers in date too tall. 

13 Bid Reykjavik mi sspelled. 

14 Bid Typeface of the letter "K" in Reykjavik is incon-ect. Type BI d was not used in Reykjavik after 
1912. 

15 Bid Typeface of the letter "K" in Reykjavik is incon-ect as is the number 2 in the date. Simil ar to 
Reykjavik BI a and BI b, but both were taken out of use 1912-19 13. 

16 B2c Akureyri - Scroll is incorrect. Town name sitting too low in ring. Found on max imum card 
from ca. 19 13. 

17 B2c "REYKJ AV IK POST" does not ex ist. Used on top ofTOLLUR revenue cancel. Stamp has 
been re-perfora ted on right side. 

18 B5c Reykjavik cancel using Roman numeral for month non-ex istent. Very similar to B5a but town 
name too low in ring. Th is fo rged cancel is most commonly found on high denomination 
stamps to produce a higher value as a used stamp. In addition to those shown it is found on 
the I Okr. o/p on 50aur. , Frederick Vlll, Balbo fl ight, and 2kr New York World Fa ir 1940 issue. 
Known dates : 15.Vll l.30, 16.V l. 33, 14.V.37, 15.V.37, 17.X.38, 26. Vll .39, and 26. V.40. 

19 B7 lncon-ect circumference. Oversized letteri ng narrow date li ne, without date. 
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Forged Swedish Stamps Surface* 
By lngvar Larsson 

(Translation by Peter Bergh, with assistance by Per Erik N ilsson and Paul Nelson) 

During 2005, an increase in offerings of forged modern Swedish stamps has been noticed. The 

forgeries are so well done that one must use a magnifying g lass to di scover them. As yet, it isn 't known 
where they are printed, but they probably are printed abroad since certain words conta ini ng a, a, and 6 
sometimes are misspe lled. For example, text in the accompanying illustration has been reset - "SVERlGE" 
and " inrikes BREY." The same font has been used but certa in differences in the shapes of the letters can be 
seen. It is not known how the copying was done; an enlargement of the images shows a lack of sharpness. 
The perforations normally differ from that of the originals. 

In Stockholm, the fo llowing stamps have been fou nd: 
1. Fredrik Blom 's pavilion, 2-sided perforation. Entirely new design. 
2. Harvest time, block of four. "Skordetid" is misspelled [as] "Skordetid." 
3. Spring fl owers, block often. Darker paper. Strong perforations. Viscous gum. 
4. The forest 's pantry, block of four. Different shades. Vertical marks at bottom. 
5. Ditto in block of I 0. Thin limp paper. The word " inrikes" is printed in red. 
6. Stockholm 's archipelago (see illustration). "Namdofjarden" is misspelled as "Namdofiarden." 
7. Summer at the "colony", block of 10. Wrong text on seven of the 10 stamps. 

S VER I G E: ~~~\~ 
\ 

J W IKSTlOM/ M M 200• 

(Editor 's Note: The fake stamp is on the right in the accompanying illustration. The forgery is nowhere near as crisp as the 
genuine stamp. The text is heavier on the forge1y. Many other details differ; in particula1; look at the water in the foreground and 
the rocks behind the boat. See other examples on thefiw1t cover of this issue.) 

In Gothenburg, the following stamps have been reported: 
8. Dag Hammarskjold, 2-sided perforation. Red and blue stamps appear to be photocopied. 
9. The Alvar (heath area) on O land, four-stamp booklet. Sundry color spots in the margi n. 
I 0. Same as No. 4, above. 

Editors note: The Swedish National Economic Crimes Bureau reported November 23 that one person was 
arrested in possession of a large quantity of'counterfeit stamps with a total value of SEK 3.8 million. There 
have been about 70 reports to police concern-ing tobacconists and small shops having sold counterfeit 
stamps. Sweden Posten said it had tightened checks on the sales of'stampsfi-om retail outlets. Images of' 

some of'the differences between counterfeit and genuine stamps were posted at www.posten.se. • 

*Article translatedfrom Hembygdsjilatelisten, No. 412005. 
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New Icelandic Varieties 
Ralph Sandorff, a keen -eyed member of Go lden Gate Chapter 21 , fo und two vari eties of Ice land's 

1930 Parliament set (Facit 179). The standard issue of the 25-aurar stamp is shown as umber I, and the 
li sted variety has a sma ll white dot between the bottoms of the numbers of the lower left "25" (N umber 2) . 

Sandorff's findi ngs are of stamps w ith no large dots between the tops of the lower left "25." One of 
them is on a stamp with a normal color-fi ll ed lower dot (2) and the other is on the li sted variety with a white 
dot (Number 3). 

Check your own collection to see if there are similar sorts of varieties on any of the other stamps in thi s 

seri es .. • 
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Scandinavia 
The Scandinavian Specialist since 1973 

• Building fine collections for exhibition, research, and enjoyment. Offering approvals 
from your specific want list or a description of your specialized interests. 

• Complete private treaty services for your Scandinavian material. 

• Active buyer of complete collections or individual items. High prices paid. Avoid the 
delays and uncertainty of auctions. I have many customers for your good materia l. 

• Providing over 400 titles of philatelic literature and catalogs for the Scandinavian collector. 

Call toll-free 1-800-44-STAMP (1-800-447-8267) 

Phone: 336-376-9991 Fax: 336-376-6750 
email: js@JaySmith.com www.JaySmith.com 

Jay Smith 
P.O. Box 650-SCC Snow Camp, NC 27349 USA 
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Use of Stamps on Comeback in Iceland 
By p6r /Jorsteins 

Exciting possibi Ii ties are afoot for collectors of used Iceland stamps because of a pol icy change 
announced by the country's post office. Islandspostu r recently declared that during the coming year, all 
mail where postage is paid for in cash will have a postage stamp applied. The forma l date of the change 
is not yet known. 

In recent years, there has been a sharp drop in the use of Iceland's postage stamps, which were 
replaced by square, rubber Post Paye (PP) hand cancels applied by post office workers, or by date 
strikes from postage meters. Commercial mail paid for by business accounts will not be affected by the 
new policy, but non-commercial mai l should see an upsurge in the use of stamps. 

This is a very important change for Iceland. Used stamps wi ll become much more common and 
probably much more collected. • 

Early Mail Delivery Has a Price in Denmark 
For about a dollar a day, postal patrons in Denmark's urban areas wil l be able to have their letters and 

newspapers delivered by I 0 a.m. beginning in February. Danmark Post will begin a pay-for-early-del ivery 
service on February 6 for businesses and private households in urban areas. The normal delivery service 
does not guarantee delivery before 2:30 p.111. in urban areas and I p.m. in rural areas. 

The extra charge for home de li very before I 0 a.m. is DKK 1,800 per year plus valued added tax (VAT) 
for a tota l of DKK 2,250, or approx imately $365. Since Danmark Post de livers 300 days a year, the cost 
is about $ 1.20 per day. If delivery is not made by I 0 a.111 ., DKK7.50 (includi ng VAT) is cred ited to the 
customer. 

The post office said renters of some 62,000 post office boxes can have the ir letters and newspapers 
delivered by 8 a.m. with the possibility of parcels and registered mai l ava ilable by 9 a.m. The rates for early 
service to boxes range from DKK750 to DKK 1,400 (VAT included). The I 0 a.m. delivery service is not 
available in rural areas of Denmark. • 

Iceland Gastronomy Stamp Wins 
Europa Design Award 

The best gastronomy in Europe is to be found in Iceland - at least 
gastronomy as portrayed on stamps. So says Posteurop, the Association of 
European Public Postal Operators, which oversees the regular Europa series . 
Gastronomy and the art of good eating was the Europa theme in 2005. 

Posteurop delegates voted Iceland's circular ISK70 stamp issued May 26 
as the best design from among 52 stamps in competition. The stamp is divided 
into four sections resembling a plate. One section shows a main dish and the 
others a knife and fork, an Icelandic water scene, and fish hanging to dry. Jn 
a press release, Posteurop sa id the geometric pattern of the ill ustrations and 
multiple positions of text provided a "very dynamic and modern touch." 

The stamp, as wel l as its TSK90 companion, was designed by Hany 
Hadaya and Thorsten Henn. • 
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President's Letter 
John DuBois 

Promotion at Washington 2006 
The SCC needs an individual or small group to prepare a single frame showing a 

bit about our history and current acti vi ties fo r the WASHINGTO 2006 in ternational 
show to be held next May. Thi s is an exce llent opportuni ty to adve rtise the SCC to a 
sizab le gro up of potential members fro m around the world, as we ll as to po li sh our 
image at no cost beyond the effo1t of preparing a few pages of graphics. 

This is not a diffi cult task but, so fa r, no one has stepped fo rward to vo lun teer. lf we end up with a 
blank frame at the show, it will be embarrass ing. So, please contact me soon if you are wi lling to organize 
or help with thi s important job: (j ld@thlogic.com, Thermalogic Corporation, 22 Kane Industrial Drive, 
Hudson, MA 01 749). 

Finding Help 
It may seem odd to say, but one of the advantages of an organization such as the sec is that it has a lot 

of members. What I mean is thi s: Apart from physica lly co llecting, the essence of philately is in fo rmation 
- collecting, organizing, studying, and spreading information about postal obj ects, procedures, and 
institutions. Books, librari es, and cyberspace are exce llent sources fo r info rmation. But people and what 
they know are just as good, if not better, sources for speciali zed knowledge. 

This is where our club comes into the picture . For every question, no matter how obscure, there are 
probably several SCC members who know the answer (or have an opini on!). The trick is to find them. 
There are at least three ways within the SCC to find people to answer philate li c questions: attending 
chapter meetings, emailing the Cyber Chapter (edbode@j uno.com), or contacti ng the "Helpers List" 
(geokuhh@starfishnet.com, George Kuhhorn , PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle, NC, 28594). 

The "Helpers List" may be the least known - but most potent - service offered by the SCC. George 
Kuhhorn has an extensive roster of people speciali zing in all areas of Scandinavian philately who are 
willing to communicate and ass ist with questi ons fro m beginning to advanced subj ects . The List is not we ll 
used because, I suspect, we just haven't adve1t ised it enough. Nevertheless, it is a va luabl e resource and I 
urge you to make use of it. Just contact George and he will pu t you in touch with help. • 
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CA 92022. 
11 . Known Bondholders, Mortgages, and Other Security Holders 
Owning or Holding I Percent or More of Total Amount of Bonds, 
Mortgages, or Other Securiti es: None. 
12. Tax Status: Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months. 
13. Publication Ti tle: The Posthorn . 
14. Issue Date fo r Circulat ion Data: Nov. 2005. 
15. Extent and ature of Circulation. Co l. A = Average No. Copies Each 
Issue During Preceding 12 Months. Col. B = Actual No. Copies of Single 
Issue Publ ished Nearest to Filing Date. 

a. Total Number of Copies 
b I Paid/ Req uested Outside

County Mai l Subscriptions 
b2. Paid In-County Subscri ptions 
b3. Sa les Through Dealers & Other 

non-US PS Paid Di str ibution 
b4 . Other Classes Mailed Through US PS 
c. Total Paid and/or Req uested Circulation 
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News from the Home Office 
Don Brent 

Membership 
Dues renewals for 2006 have been distributed, and by now many, if not most, will 

have sent in their renewal. lfyou have not taken care o f this, why not take a min ute 
now and get it out of the way. Unfortunately, it seems that some of the same members 
year- after-year wa it to get a follow-up reminder before sending in their dues. Please 
break the cycle and handle it now. If renewals are not paid by the end of the year, we 
have the extra expense of sending out a follow-u p. 

Over the past couple of years, we have added payment options for our growing number of overseas 
members in an effort to make the SCC more accessible. Overseas members can pay their dues through the 
use PayPal or major credit cards. Those who are Life members or those who have renewed for more than a 
single year will not receive a notice. 

ew members are joining at a steady pace with ni ne the past quarter plus three reinstatements. We 
welcome our new members and hope to meet many of you in person at one of our future meetings. If I may 
be of any assistance with membership-related questions or problems please let me know. 

SANDICAL 2006 
Our expanded regional event at SANDICAL 2006 is coming up the weekend of January, 27-29, 2006. 

The show theme this year is" l 50th Anniversary of the First Issues of Sweden, Norway & Finland." (I 
don't know why DWI was left off the list.) There will be a special show theme award in addition to the 
WPS show awards and SCC medals. In addition to Scandinavia-related exhibits, SCC will have a general 
membership meeting with a presentation by Herb Volin on Finnish World War I censored covers. I look 
fo rward to greeting you in San Diego. 

Mailing The Posthorn 
This will be the th ird issue of The Posthorn mailed from Denver through our new printer and mailing 

house. We have worked out most of the g litches in the change-over from Iowa. I wou ld like to thank Bruce 
Newman of Kendall Printing for his assistance. It has been a pleasure to work with him. He has a serious 
but friendly manner and takes care of business in a professional manner. The change seems to be working 
very well, but ifthere are any problems with deli very let me know. • 

Membership Statistics for the Third Quarter, 2005 
New Members 
4038 Flyman, Frank Nels, 12509 99AAve, Surrey, BC V3V 2R6, Canada 
4039 Twain, Roderick S., 21 Leisure Lane, Apt. 4, El Sobrante, CA 94803-3322 
4040 Campbell, John, 1c Haumoana Rd. , Haumoana, Hawke's Bay, New Zealand 
4041 Nowakowski, Edward F., 235 Carlin Rd., Conklin, NY 13748-1431 
4042 Unger, Verner B., 67 Purdy Lane, Amityvi lle, NY 11 701 
4043 Lehman, Douglas, 507 Sumac Field Ct., Ellisville, MO 63021 -5974 
4044 Olsson, Tomas, Multragatan 62, 2 TR. S-16255 Vallingby, Sweden 
4045 Caldwell , Jim, PO Box 1541 , Lemon Grove, CA 91946 
4046 DeHaer, Christopher, 3 Cameron Way, Kardinya, WA 6163,M Australia 

Recent Donations to sec or the Library (cash or library materials) 
1462 George Deisz 
L89/2573 John R. Sabin 
L96/3611 Herbert R. Volin 

Reinstated 
1462 Deisz, George 
800 Johnson, Vernon A. 
3340 Hake, Stephen D. 

Deceased 
3803 Felt, Jeremy P. 
3849 Howard, LA 
11 61 Erik, Dr. DeWitt 
141 8 Schaad, John W 

Resigned 
3251 Miller, Willard F. 

Change of Address 
L37 /1341 James Burgeson 
3598 Paul Albright 
1808 Ellis Glatt 
2888 Roger Quinby 

067 Running, The Rev. Joseph M., Jr. , 2211 Sunset Dr., Duncan, OK 
73533 

1087 Alan Warren 
3345 Roger Cichorz 
3980 Roger Byrne 
Chicago, Chapter 4 
Posti ljonen AB 
Thomas H0iland Auctions, Ltd. 
Posten pa Aland Filateliservicen 
Lars Jmgensen (non-member) 
Harlan L. Miller (non-member) 

0242GL Hansen, Kai H., 2520 Lake Michigan Dr. NW, #216, Grand 
Rapids, Ml 49504 

L62/2034 Reeves, James J , PO Box 407, Huntingdon, PA 16652 
0407 

3802 Cokelet, Giles, 101 E. Hodgeman Rd., Bozeman, MT 59718 
L72/2946 Margard , Erik, 1800 NE 114"' St., Apt 905, Miami, FL 

33181-3418 
4017 Lamontagne, Jacques, 87 Rue Maurice Aveline, Apt. 6, Sainte 

Adele, QC Canada J8B 2M8 
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From the Editor's Stamp Den 

Paul Albright 

The tri p to al ready-remote Greenland is getting even longer. The February, 2005 , 
Posthorn inc luded an article titled " It 's a Long Way to Tasiilaq" concerning mail 
service in eastern Greenland , spec ifi ca ll y to and fro m the vill age ofTas iil aq where 
Greenland 's philate lic offices are located. It seems now, however, that the way to 
Tas iil aq has just gotten a bit longer. Recent news reports ind icate that fli ghts from Ice land to Greenland 's 
sparse ly populated eastern coast have been delayed by up to nine hours, apparentl y because of contractua l 
and po litica l squabbling. Ma il fo r the east coast is ro uted fro m Copenhagen, Denmark, through Reykj av ik, 
Iceland , wh il e mail for the more populated west coast goes d irectly to and fro m Copenhagen. There are 
onl y two weekly fl ights from Tas iil aq du ring the w inter and they can be cance led because of the weather. 

Pertt i Frandsen of Greenland Post reported that, "Onl y 6-7 percent of our entire populati on inhab its the 
east coast of Greenland . Consequently, fli ght delays fro m Iceland to Greenland (and vice versa) would not 
upset the overa ll picture of our mai l deli veries." 

Two Norweg ian philate li c librari es have merged, and th is shoul d benefit researc hers. Ro lfSc harning 
reported in the September, 2005 issue of Scandinavian Contact that an agreement has been reached to 
incorporate the Norway Postal History Society 's (N PS) library into that of the Os lo Filateli stklubb (OFK). 
Members of both organi zations will have access to the library. The N PS li brary had been wa rehoused after 
the national posta l museum was moved from Oslo to near Lillehammer. 

It happens everywhere. Reuters news agency recently reported that a Sweden posta l card bearing 
a lottery number arrived 50 years late at a retirement home on Gotl and . The card was mailed fro m the 
Swedi sh mainland in October, 1955 . Reuters quoted a spokesperson for Sweden Posten as say ing: "Now 
and again a letter that has gone astray li ke thi s surfaces somewhere . .. but it is very unusual." 

The posta l admini stration fo r the Faroe Islands, Postverk F0roya, is 
do ing a good job of prov iding fasc inating hi stori ca l background when it 
issues new stamps. The most recent example concerns two stamps issued 
September 19 concerning the " fr iendly occupation" of the islands by the 
British during 1940-45. Postverk F0roya customers rece ived a short essay 
concerning the World War II occupati on. In addi tion , considerab ly more 
hi stori ca l info rmation was posted at www.faroestamps.fo . 

Your monolingual (Eng li sh onl y) SCC Library vo lu nteers have a short shelf of di ctionaries of 
Scandinav ian languages when they need rough translati ons to determine the subject matter of philatelic 
literature arri ving at the library. There is no genera l Norwegian-Eng li sh di c ti onary avail ab le, however. 
If you have an extra Norweg ian-Eng li sh di cti onary to donate to the library, it would be used and greatly 
appreciated. Send donati ons for the library to SCC Libra ry, 2038 South Ponti ac Way, Denver, CO 80224. 
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Speaking of forei gn languages, Finland 's postal administration prepares some of its products in 
Japanese since Finland is host to many visitors from Japan and has some philatelic customers in that 
country. For example, a series of seven collector "elf ' post cards were issued in 2003 and 2004 with 
Swedish and Finnish on one set and English and Japanese on a second set. The rhyming text is illustrated 
with drawings of e lves in various settings, such as in a stable, house, sauna, cow shed, drying barn, a mill, 
or in the woods. For more information on Finnish stamps and other collecti bles, go to www.posti .fi/stamps. 

Iceland 's Christmas stamps fo r 2005 show an apple ( ISK 50) and an evergreen 
tree (!SK 70). The water-adhesi ve stamps have been infused with fragrance so that 
they have they give forth a s li ght hint of pine, apple, and c innamon when applied to 
ho liday mail. Norway's two Christmas stamps for 2005 gave off the s light scent of 
c innamon when rubbed gently. • 

Auction Marketplace 
Frank Banke 

Thomas Hoiland, September 15-17 (Auction 87) 
In 1978, Domus Philateliae Jutlandica (Philatelic Museum in the Old Town of 

Aarhus) received a rather spectacular donation from Aarhus FrimIBrkehandel - an 

Rare cover to the Faroes sold for $51 ,000. 

Icelandic letter franked w ith an 8-skilling stamp and mailed 
to the Faroe Islands. This is the only known letter with an 
Icelandic ski lli ng stamp sent to the Faroes and is one of 13 
similar letters known in private hands. 

The letter appeared in Hoiland 's September auction 
(Lot 2367) with a starting price of DKK I 00,000. It sold 
for D KK250,000 or $51,000 to the same buyer who also 
bought another famous Iceland sk illing letter (Lot 2363) w ith 
Reykjavik numeral cancel "236" on it. On ly five letters w ith 
numeral 236 are known in private hands. This letter cost 
the buyer $52,000, but it now has a resting place after some 
years of unknown ownershi p. 

There were three letters from Sweden franked with 3-sk. banco stamps that drew interest. A letter to 
Denmark franked with fo ur, 3-sk. bancos (Lot 2554) brought $63,000. A letter to St. Petersburg franked 
with 3-, 6-, and 24-sk. stamps (Lot 2555) was sold fo r $80,000. A less attractive letter to Berlin with 3-, 4-, 
6-, and 8-sk. franking (Lot 2556) sold for $ 16,000 (all costs included). 

Postiljonen, October 8 (Auction 186) 
Postiljonen 's Iceland section offered p6r porstein 's collection of Iceland ic tollur and other fi scal 

stamps. Many parce l cards sold for between $400 and $600 per item. It was quite an impressive collection. 
A Hopflug overprint set with tol lur cancels (Lot 500) so ld for $ 1,200. 
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In the Swedish section, a 3-sk. banco, viewed by many as the most beautiful 
such stamp with exce llent centering but without gum (Lot 608), sold for $7,800. 
Years ago it so ld for a fantastic high price, but since has been damaged by a small 
tear. That certainly affected the price. 

The Sleswig-Holstein section included a 2S postschillinge stamp on letter 
(Lot 1019) that went for $33,000. It has been seen in the last few years circu lating 
among German auctions and dealers. Another letter with a Danish 2-sk. 1855 (Lot 
997) used locally in Haderslev in 1864 sold for an impress ive $7,200, the highest 
price ever paid for a 2-sk. local use. But it is the on ly recorded use in the Danish 
part of Sonderjytland. So, for the connoisseur, it is truly a gem worth the money. 

Kohler-Berlin, September 9 (Auction 28) 

This beautiful 3-sk. 
banco brought $7,800 
at auction. 

An impressive collection promoted as the 
"Rends burg" collection with 200 lots of Sleswig
Holstein material came under the hammer. A full range 
of philatelic material influenced by the turbulent years 
of rebellion and war was on sale. This included the 
1850 postschilllinge stamps, Danish stamps, Sleswig's 
own stamps issued from 1864, and also interesting and 
rare field post and military mail. 

A telegram envelope (Lot 156) used by the 
Prussian troops sent to Hj0rring in Jutland, sold for 
a fantastic price of $4,000. This is possibly the only 
such item that is known. A pair of 1 S postschilling on 
letter (Lot 3) so ld for $29,000. A bisected I 1/4 Sch. 
1864 stamp on stationery envelope (Lot 28) sold for 
$ 11 ,700, despite having being extensively repaired. • Telegram from a Prussian in Jutland brings 

$4,000. 

Scandinavian Literature Notes 
Alan Warren 

News from Denmark 
Ulrik Kobbernagel presents a nice profile of the late Czeslaw Slania in the August 

issue of Dansk Filatefistisk Tidsskrift (DFT). Peter Schweizer continues his column on 
newly discovered varieties of Danish stamps from all periods. The September issue of 
DFT carries an art icl e by John Denborg on cataloged varieties of Danish stamps that 
possibly cannot be found. A supplement to this issue is devoted to a li sting of the clubs in Denmark that are 
members of the Danish Philatelic Federation with contact information and meeting place and time. 

In the September Nordisk Fifatefistisk Tidsskrifi, Erling Berger illustrates Dani sh covers from 1833 
to 1850 to France and Prussia bearing "A L" designations for the Danish portion of the required postage. 
Kurt Hansen shows some early covers returned to Denmark with "Ubekjendt" or "Unknown" labels and 
markings. 

News from Finland (with thanks to Kauko Aro) 
Abophil: In Abophil 1 /2005, a series of articles on the cancelations of Soviet-Karelia ends with a short 

listing of present-day cancelations of the region. 
Issue 2/2005 has a short a1tic le about a plate flaw in the 10-penni stamp of the 1889 issue where the 

last letter in "SUOMl" is covered by red ink and not visible. 
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Issue 3/2005 shows a World War II cover with a large green Kenttaposti label, not perforated. 
Apparently l 0 such stamps are known. The cover is cance led "Turku 20.IV.44.14." and sent to "K.p.k. 7." 

Filatelisti: In issue I /2005 of Filatelisti Max von Schantz writes about the 1963 issue in order to make 
the studies and cataloging easier to understand. Norma and laPe divide the issue into sub-groups using 
different systems. Norma lists them as value/type/paper which is simple even for a beg inner. LaPe on the 
other hand is very extensive and almost handbook- li ke w ith emphasis on types of paper. In the same issue 
Reijo Nummela writes about the 1901 issue and how the identifying differences stil l prevail 80 years after 
publication of E.A. He llman's research paper on this top ic. Mikael Erickson writes about the set-up of rural 
postal deliveries after 1775 based on a postal administration circu lar. Matti Sipari continues his series on 
Finnish registration labels, which has been published in a book form as well. 

Issue 2/2005 describes the work of the editors who are working on a book celebrating 150 years of 
Finnish stamps in 2006. The team is looking for about a dozen specific covers, inc luding one sent in 1908 
to Finnish immigrants in the United States. 

A short article describes books published recently by Petteri Hannula in col laboration with others. 
Topics include the 1890/ 1910 Russification period, meter stamps of Finland, and posta l rates of Finland 
from 1954 onward. Lasse Nortesuo writes about the birth of the military camp in 19 15 in Ho lstein, which 
was used to train Finnish officers of what became later known as the White Guard in 1918. Jukka Sarkki 
writes about the receipts and specia l labe ls used by the postal sav ings bank. 

In Issue 3/2005 Jeffrey Stone g ives some bas ic ideas and pitfa ll s to avoid in building an exhi bit of 
the Finnish 1875 issue. Kalevi Makinen te lls of mail received at Santa's post office. He should be famili ar 
w ith th is as he is the auctioneer fo r Lapland Philatelists, which auctions such mail w ith p roceeds going to 

ICEF. Toivo Kempi describes an "older secret protocol" about the control of Estonia, this one dating 
back to 17 10 between the Russian czar and Germans in control of the Bal tics. 

ln issue 4/2005 Cyril Schwenson writes about the cliches found in Finland's postal museum (following 
up an earl ier artic le in Filatelisti 212003). He went back to improve hi s li st, especially from the first years 
to Independence in 19 17. The Postal Museum intends to provide his list to any researcher free of charge. 
Jukka Sarkki reports new findings of postal savings bank labe ls which were a fo llow-up from his art ic le in 
Filatelisti 212005. 

News from Great Britain 
Scandinavian Contact for June carried an article by Alan Totten about the Greenland mail of the Thor 

Solberg ft ight of 1935. Mike Tuttle provided the thi rd and fourth parts in his series on Iceland and World 
War I in the June and September issues. Also in June, Lars 10rgensen presented postal rates for Danish 
newspapers, 1848-1 9 19, and Peter Hellberg continued his series on T PO cancels of Sweden. 

In the September issue, Eric Keefe li sts most of the known straight line railway station postmarks of 
Finland. Ro lf Schaming began a new series on Scandinavian Airlines System and philately, covering 1946-
1951 . Norway expert Olga E llis takes a fresh look at the London stamps of Norway in World War 11. 

News from Norway 
In issue 2/2005 of Frimerke Forum Birger L0vland takes us on a tour of parts of Norway using 

50-year-old picture post ca rds. In the same issue Anders Langangen continues his seri es on Hasler meter 
stamps of 1926-1928. In issue 3/2005 of Oslo Fi latel ilstklubb's Info, Sven Andersen continues his series on 
determining the amount of insufficient postage required on postage-due mai l coming into orway. 

Torbj0rn Larsson-Fedde writes about the Norwegian consular-fee stamps in issue 5/2005 of Norsk 
Filatelistisk Tidsskrift. In the same issue Tore Gjelsvik, an authority on orway No. I, illustrates some 
newly recorded 3-ring numeral cancels found on this issue. In the September Tidsskrift.for Krigs-og 
Feldpost, John Torstad shows Red Cross formular stationery sent in 1944 from Bergen via the Norwegian, 
German, Swiss, and American Red Cross to New York. It was returned to Bergen the same route beari ng a 
return message from the recipient. 

News from Sweden 
Mikael Erickson di scusses l 7'h and l 81h century crown post and sexton mail in Sweden and Finland in 

> 
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the August issue ofjiJatelisten. Anker JOnsson illustrates steamship mail between Stockholm and Stettin 
around the turn of the 201h century, and Lars Lindblad describes fieldpost mail of the Swedish United 
Nations contingent in Liberi a. Lennart Ivarsson describes Signilskar, the western outpost of Aland in the 
September fi latelisten. 

News fro m the United States 
Jim Burgeson writes about combination covers in Sweden in the ovember issue of American 

Philatelist. Roger Hosking, specialist in paquebot markings, prov ides some updates on Helsinki and Abo 
marks in the May-June Seaposter, published by the Maritime Postmark Society. The August issue of The 
Finnish Philatelist features arti cles on the Go lden Ear (Kultatahka) postal stationery cards , and the third 
part in a seri es on the definiti ve stamp seri es commonl y known as M/30 Seri es. 

William Benfi eld has written a series of arti cles in recent issues of l ee Cap News, published by the 
Ameri can Society of Polar Philateli sts, on the subject of the Maud Expedition, 19 18-1 925 . The explorer 
Roald Amundsen so ld a vari ety of post cards to help ra ise funds fo r the expedition and these cards are the 
foc us of Benfi eld 's multi-part study. 

Jason Manchester, the new pres ident of the Germany Philatelic Society, writes about sending mail 
from Munich to Denmark in 1941 in the September issue of the German Postal Specialist. He shows some 
correspondence between two co llectors that were trying to exchange stamps. The German censors inspected 
the letters and inserted a printed warning that exchange of stamps was not allowed. 

The July-September issue of Close-Up published by the Czes law Slania Study Group describes the 
Swedish revenue 35-Kr radio li cense stamps des igned by Slania in 1956, and shows some usage of the 
stamp on documents. The use of picture postcards hinting at Finnish patri otism is described by Charl es 
Fricke and Roger Quinby in the June 20 issue of Linn s Stamp News. 

Fred Wexler writes a column fo r Global Stamp News with the heading of "Have You Ever Considered 
Collecting 'X'?" In the September issue, he di scussed the challenges of co llecting the pro lific posthorn 
issues of Norway. He describes the changes in the appearance of this seri es over the years. • 

Scandinavian Area Awards 

Two Nordic exhib its were in the Champion-of-Champions competition in the World Seri es of Philately 
at the APS Stampshow in Grand Rapids, MI , in August. Both received prix d' Honneur- John DuBois for 
" Danish West Indies Mails 1748-1 879," and Mark Lorentzen fo r "Across the Danish Border. " 

In the APS literature competi tion, the Swedish Post Museum annual Postryttaren won a go ld medal. 
This year's issue, edited by Jan Billgren, foc used on the 150'11 anniversary of Swedish stamps. A vermeil 
went to F.C. Moldenhauer for Bernt Fossum: International Grand Prix Collection Norway, the First Two 
issues. In the catalog section, Tom Sarpaneva received a sil ver for About Variations in the Aland Island 
Stamps. In the periodicals section, The Posthorn won a vermeil. 

At the BALP EX show in September, Harold E. Peter won a go ld and the Germany Philateli c Society's 
pres ident 's award fo r hi s " Fieldpost Schleswig-Holstein/Denmark Wars 1848-1 85 1 and 1864." Mark 
Lorentzen won a go ld and the Ameri can Ph ilateli c Congress award at SESCA L in Los Ange les in October 
with his "Across the Danish Border. " 

Ku1t Hansen received a go ld in the championship class at Mare Balticum in Mariehamn, Aland, in 
August fo r hi s "Ship Mail to and from Denmark." At the same show Jeffrey Stone received a large vermeil 
fo r "Finland : The Arms Type of 1875 ." • 

- Alan Warren 
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Transfers and Re-Entries 
By Alan Warren 

There have been some administrati ve changes at the top of Sweden 's Postiljonen Auction House 

lnternational. Founder Claes Arnrup has moved to chairman of the board and Lars-Olow Carlsson is the 
new managing director. Carlsson was 20 years old when he started at Postiljonen as an office assistant. That 
was 23 years ago. 

At NORD IA 2005 thi s past May, the Nordic Federations made tentative plans for future NORD IA 
shows. The NORD IA 2006 in Helsinki, Finland, is firm ly in place. The plan is to hold NORDIA 2007 in 
Denmark and NORDIA 2008 in Norway. 

Swed ish writer-editor Christer Brunstrom comments in the July 29 issue of Mekeel's & Stamps 
Magazine on Norway Post 's practice of se lling mint Norwegian stamps fro m the archi ves. Norway Post 
advertises sales of mint stamps from I 863-1945 at what Brunstrom believes are higher than dealer retail. 
He argues, in addition, that the offer ra ises questions about such practices by postal adm inistrations. 

Former SCC President Paul Nelson, recently elected to the board of directors of the Postal History 

Foundation in Tucson, AZ, will also be serving as archivist and preparing an inventory of their holdings. 
The Alberti no de Figueiredo Foundation for Philately, based in Madrid, Spain, presented three awards 

for philatelic excellence for 2005 . Two of the awards went to specialists in the postal hi story of Spain, and 
the third award went to the International Association of Philatelic Experts (AIEP). The award was accepted 
by expert Carl Aage Moller, president of AIEP. 

Two Nord ic authorities signed the prestig ious Roll of Distinguished Philatelists of the Philatelic 
Congress of Great Britain this past July. orway's Tore Gjelsvik has written articles and books about 
classic stamps of that country, especial ly orway # l , and Jussi Tuori of Finland is an exhi bitor and writer 
about classic issues of Finland and Denmark. Both honorees have also he ld leadershi p positions in the ir 
country's philatelic federat ions. 

After the death of the author Arne J. Bay, his fami ly is now selling the last copies of his "Postal 
History of Svalbard," publ ished in 2003 . The book consists of 261 pages loaded with illustrations, 
postmarks, registration labels, money letters, post office savings bank stamps, local share certificates, and 
other materials, some previously not known or published! For more information and prices, go to www. 
arnepolar.com or contact Sjur Jensen Bay at sjurjbay@gmail.com. • 

Chapter Reports 
Edward Bode, Vice President, Chapters 

COLORADO CHAPTER 27 
Ten of 16 members met at the Rocky Mountain Stamp Show in May for their 

annual business meeting. Current officers were re-elected. The SCC national booth 
provided an opportunity to display and to sell some of the SCC Library 's and Chapter 
27's excess literature and philatelic material. At the June meeti ng, Greg Frantz reported 
on ORD IA 2005 where he was a judge. 

Most of the month ly meetings inc lude show-and-tell segments and " mi ni-auctions" of excess material 
or donated lots. Recent examples included a Danish postcard with Frederick VIII posted in the U.S. 
in 19 14, an Iceland Letter Card mailed to Cedar Rap ids, Iowa; a cover from the Danish consulate to a 
probate court in Des Moines, IA, with a letter indicating a Danish so ld ier had died in San Francisco; and 
a collection of postal stationery, covers, wrappers, and postcards, all used from 1895- 1920 with various 
"Kj0benhavn" cancelations and postmarks. 
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At the October meeting, members watched a SCC slide program, The Maritime Postal History 
of Norwegian Steamships, with commentary by Greg Frantz, an expert on the subj ect. The Library 
Commi ttee reported progress in organi zing and integrating new mate ri al into the national co ll ection. 

CYBER WORLD CHAPTER 28 
The 50 members continue to share posta l hi story items. One interesting recent submiss ion showed 

a World War][ Jetter from Sweden, censo red in Great Britain , and then sent on to the U.S. The letter was 

fro m a Jewish refugee. 

DELAWARE CHAPTER 13 
Several summer meetings were devoted to the rev iew of SCC Library slide programs that are being 

converted to dig ita l fo rmats. The chapter is coordinat ing and fin anc ing the conversion process. A Ian Warren 
showed some postal hi story of Denmark 's Chri stian X issues of the 1940s at the September meeting. The 
October meeting was devoted to rev iewing the results of the chapter auct ion. In November, Mark Manno 
planned to show a Canadian video on " Ice land and Newfo undland after the War. " 

GOLDEN GATE CHAPTER 21 
Monthl y meetings continue at members ' homes to v iew collecti ons, peruse Mart books, and enj oy 

the fri endships. Some meetings have been held at the Western Philateli c Library in Sunnyvale and at local 
shows. 

MANITOBA CHAPTER 24 
At the October meeting, 10 members gathered to re-elect chapter officers fo r the coming year and to 

plan a Chri stmas smorgasbord . As usual, the members traded stamps. 

NEW YORK CHAPTER 7 
At the fi rst meeting of the new season, members searched Mart books and conversed about summer 

activities . They a lso viewed proofs and essays of the des ign for the 19 14 MacDona ld-Carti er issue of 
Canada. The stamps were not issued due to Canada 's entry into World War l. 

NORTH NEW JERSEY CHAPTER 9 
Chapter 9 met to di scuss recent acqui sitions, including some fro m the Mega Show in New York City. 

The recent additions included a used 24-block of DWI #2, a mint block of fo ur of DWI #3, and a skilling 
banco stamp postmarked fo ur weeks after these stamps were demonetized. 

TWIN CITIES MINNESOTA CHAPTER 14 
In July, members and spouses gathered fo r their second annua l Bob Frigstad Memori al Dinner, which 

hi s widow and grandson attended. The September meeting highlighted accounts of trips to NORDIA 2005 
in Goteborg and the Sweden Postal Muse um in Stockholm . The October meeting was j oined with the 
Minnehaha Stamp Club for a combined aucti on. • 
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Back Issues of The Posthorn for Sale! 

Do you need long runs or selected copies of The Posthorn to fill out your reference collection of SCC's 
journal? If so, contact the SCC Library to see what is avai lable. 

Cost is 50 cents per copy (plus mai ling ). Proceeds go to improve the library and its services to members. 

Send your want lists to : SCC Library, 2038 South Pontiac Way, Denver, CO 80224, or email 
palbright@wiche.edu . 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY Collect stamps or 
OF postal history of 

POL'AR PHtLA T-filtsr-s the Polar Regions? 

__________,'--~'-'--------------X:...L_~,,~Jo; n As PP' 
I ~0P:l:rt~r:~:s in the fascinatin.g ;,~~~~~:'~~~~a Other areas of interest are; 

I • Antarctic researcb stations • Greenland Penguins • Polar bears • 
I • Alaska • Russian Arctic Pola r event covers/cachet s/ 
I • Polar exploration • Gough Island cance ls • Austra lia/ New 
I ! • Operation Deep Freeze • Heard Island Zealand Antarct ic research • 
I • TAAF • Spitzbergen Research stations in Antarctica 
I t bl" h d b t . d i • Falkland Islands • plus many otbers es a is e y coun ries aroun 
I the world 

The American Society of Polar Philatelists was founded 50 years ago and has members around the 
globe. Members can buy and sell Polar materials using the ASPP mail auctions. Conventions are held 
at major APS shows with exhibits and seminars. To receive a flyer about ASP? and a membership 
application, write to ASPP, Box 39, Exton, PA 19341-0039, USA. For a sample copy of our quarterly 
journal, lee Cap News, enclose $3. 

www.polarphilatelists.org 

Swedish Local Postal History and Philatelic Club 
By GustafAnkarcrona, President, RHF 

SCC members interested in Sweden's local postal history, cancels, and postcards will find like-minded 
collectors through the Swedish Local Postal History and Philatelic Club, or RHF (Riksforeningen for 
Hembygdsfilateli). For RHF, the local area means a province, county, city, rural district, or village. 

The most common area for collecting is by province, county, or rural district. Many members publish 
articles and books and take active part in philatelic exhib itions . The club is open to all members in Swedish 
Philatelic Federation. 

RHF was founded in 1983 and now has more than 500 members, most in Sweden. We have regular 
meetings at the Sweden Postal Museum in Stockholm and at exhibitions and local clubs. Our publication is 

Hembygdsfilatelisten, published four issues a year. 
A very important cata log to RHF is Facit Postal Vil where our members can find all post offices over 

the years in their area of collecting. A post office may have used many different postmarks. The members 
document every postmark in detail from their area. Some have published the documentation from their 
prov111ce. 

RHF has published a list of the so-called TUR-cance lations and will soon publish a complete list of 
norma l cance l 16. Ongoing projects involve normal cance ls 39, 58, and 64, and on colored postmarks . 

Membership in RHF is $ 10 per year. Membership is handled by Hans von Eu ler, Skiljevaegen 11 , 
S-182 56 Danderyd, Sweden; email hans.eu ler@telia.com. RHF information in Eng lish is availab le on the 
Internet athttp ://wI.864.te l ia.com/~u86406029. If Swed ish is preferred , go to http ://www.sff.r.se/sffmeny. 
htm and then click on Riksforengingar. • 
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Scandinavian Stamp Mart Needs Material 
By Eric Roberts 

More members are taking advantage of the SCC Stamp Mart and requesting to be placed on one or 
more of our Mart circuits. Now, we need more filled Mart books to keep these circuits full of interesting 
material. 

The Mart wants to encourage books containing covers. The USPS now has a "Flat Rate Box" that will 
hold up to 40 Mart books with no weight limit for a flat $8.10 rate. This allows the Mart to include more 
books and heavier books in each shipment. We can use all types of covers but have specific requests for 
vintage covers and postal stationery. 

The Mart also needs all types of Scandinavian material. Recent used material always sells well , so 
hopefully some of our kiloware "soakers" will fill some books with their duplicates. Non-Scott material 
such as locals, railways, and revenues are always in short supply. Following is a list of the types of material 
that sells well and is in short supply. Those at the top of the list are the most needed. 

1. Faroes, Greenland, Aland, especially used 
2. Scandinavian railroads (except Finland where we have a nice supply) 
3. Scandinavian locals 
4. l 91h century Denmark, mint and used 
5. 191h century Finland, mint and used 
6.. l 91h century Norway, mint and used 
7. Used Scandinavian postal stationery 
8. Used Scandinavian from last I 0 years 
9. Scandinavia MNH - yes, our members want NH 
I 0 . Scandinavian stamp less covers 
11. Interesting cancels - star numerals, SON , etc. 

Blank Mart books are available at $7.50 for I 0. Specify either the blue standard books or the green 
" pocket" books , or they can be mixed. The Mart address is Eric Roberts , PO Box 46020 I , Houston , TX 
77056, email, eric.roberts@ halliburton.com. • 

APS Can Use Expert Examiners for Nordic Areas 
By Don Brent, SCC Executive Secretary 

The American Philatelic Society (APS) has contacted me looking for collectors who have enough 
expertise in their area of interest to become candidates for Sales Examiners. They would typically have a 
good reference collection of stamps and corresponding literature for their area of specialization. It would be 
expected that they have most of the items in their collection to compare with items sent for examination. 

In addition to Sales Examiners for the Sales Division, the APS Expert Service is also looking for 
qualified expetis in a few fields. The areas that relate to Nordic collections that are needed are listed below. 

Danish West Indies 
Denmark 
Finland 

Iceland 
Karelia 
Norway 
Sweden 

Scott #s 1-28 
Scott #s 1-24 
Scott #s 1-58 

Normal vs. inverted frame misidentifications 
Normal vs. inverted frame misidentifications 
Forgeries and #46-5 8, confused with Russ ia of 
the same design 

Scott #s 1-68 Forgeries, reprints, and mis identifications 
All Forgeries 
Scott #s 1-63 Forgeries and misidentifications 
Scott #s 1-38 Forgeries and mis identifications 

(# 17-27 perf 14, #28-3 8 perf 13) 
lf you feel you might be able to assist the APS in this project, please contact me or Thomas Horn at the 

APS Sales Division, I 00 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823. • 
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SCC Member Services 
Stamp Mart (USA) Eric Roberts , PO Box 460201 , 

Houston , TX 77056 

Stamp Mart (Canada ) Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cres. , 
Winnipeg , MB,RXJ 1 H9, Canada 

Website John DuBois or 
(www.scc-online.org ) Toke N0rby 

Helpers' List George Kuhhorn , PO Box 4486, 
Emerald Isle, NC 28594 

Traders' List George Kuhhorn , PO Box 4486, 
Emerald Isle, NC 28594 

Member Classified Ads Paul Albright, 4615 Hampshire St. , 
Boulder, CO 80301 -4210 

Library Services Paul Albright, 4615 Hampshire St. , 
Boulder, CO 80301-4210 

Cyber Chapter Ed Bode, 829 Western Air Blvd ., 
Jefferson City, MO 65109-0615 

Study Groups See final page of each Posthorn 

Nordia 2006 in Helsinki: 
an Update 

Finland marks the I 50 111 anniversary of its first 

postage stamp in 2006, just a step behind a similar 

observance in Sweden during 2005 . N ordi a 2006, which 
w ill be held October 27-29 in H elsinki, will provide a 
capstone to the anni versary year. 

In M ay and September, 2005 , F inland issued the first 
two of six postal cards depicting di fferent conveyances of 

mail in Finland. The remaining four cards will be released 

in 2006 with the last one released at Nordia 2006. 

N ordia 2006 also marks another anniversary. 
A ccording to the Finnish postal agency, the first stamp 
exhibition arranged th rough a co llaborati on of N ordic 
philatelic organizati ons was held in Helsinki 40 years ago. 

I 

eric. roberts@hall ibu rton .com 

stampman@mts.net 

jld@thlogic.com 
toke.norby@norbyhus. dk 

geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

palbright@wiche.edu 

palbright@wiche.edu 

edbode@juno.com 

See final page of each Posthorn 

WASHINGTON 2006 
/~ 

" v 
That 1966 exhibi tion is featured at the Nordia Web site, World Philatelic Exhibition 
www.nordi a2006.fi. A slate of events re lated to the jubilee 
year can be found on the Web site of the Finnish postal 
museum at http ://www.posti.fi /engli sh/postmuseum/. 

John L. DuBois, SCC's pres ident, is SCC's 

Commi ss ioner to Nordia 2006, and Roger P. Quinby, 

immediate past president, w i 11 serve on the jury. 
A ppli cants are bei ng noti fied in January w hether their 

entries are accepted for exhibi tion. • 
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SCC and Scandinavian Calendar 

2006 
Sandical (SCC Regional Meeting), January 27-29, San Diego, CA. Contact John DuBois , SCC President , 
or Don Brent, SCC Executive Secretary. See www.sandical.org 

Washington 2006 (SCC National Meeting), May 27-June 3, Washington , DC. Contact John DuBois, SCC 
President, or Washington 2006 , Box 2006 , Ashburn , VA. 20146-2006; www.washington-2006.org . 

Nordia 2006 , October 27-29, Helsinki , Finland. Contact www.nordia2006.fi /, John DuBois 
Uld@thlogic.com), or Roger Quinby, (rpquinby@aol.com). 

2007 
NAPEX (SCC National Meeting) , June 1-3, Tysons Corner, VA. Contact John DuBois, SCC President, 
and www.napex.org . 

Nordia 2007 , Denmark. 

2008 
CHICAGOPEX (SCC National Meeting), November 18-20, Contact www.chicagopex.com. 

Nordia 2008 , Norway. 

2010 
WESTPEX (SCC National Meeting), November, San Francisco area . 

Scandinavia's First Issues Honored 
at SANDICAL 

SCC's expanded regional meeting w i l l be held in San Diego, CA, in conjunction w ith SAN DICA L, 
January 27-29. The theme of the show, in fact, is the 150111 anniversary of the fi rst issues of Sweden, 
Norway, and Finland. 

The SCC w ill have a genera l membership meeting that includes a presentation by Herbert R. Vo lin on 
censored Finni sh mail during World War I. Scandinav ian-related exhibits w ill be among more than 1,000 
pages of exhibits, and the sec will give awards in severa l exhibit categori es. 

For accommodations at the show hote l, telephone the Hampton Inn at 858-292-1 482, or obta in further 
in formation at the SANDICAL Web site, www.sandica l.org. • 

Corrections 

The article on the 100111 anniversary of the Danish wavy line stamps 
(August, 2005 Posthorn, page 11 ) stated that the " stamp is the second
oldest circulating stamp in the world ... " Not quite. Sudan began its 
" running camel" (or " camel postman") definiti ve series in 1898. The stamp 
has remained in circulation since then despite a shaky posta l serv ice in the 
poor African country, according to Kj ell Age Johansen of Norway, who 
has wri tten about the African stamp. The Danish wavy line seri es began 
in 1905 . Shown here is one of the redes igned wavy line stamps released 
in 2005 along w ith one of Sudan's running camel stamps. For more on the 
Sudan stamp, see Linn s Stamp News, December 19, 2005, page 32. 

The editor 's mistake resul ted in typographi ca l errors in the A ugust, 2005 arti cle on "The Dani sh East 
Indies: They Once Ex isted." The dates on the fourth l ine of page 5 shou ld read " 180 1-1 802 and again in 

1807-1 814 ... " . 
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S.C.C. Library Auction #5 
(Closing Date February 27, 2006) 

This is the fiRh auction o f" items be ing offered to SCC members. These 36 lots are dupl icates o f current SCC Li brary holdings. 
Realizations will go to help the SCC Library, especially for literature acquis itions. Place bids with Roger Cichorz, 3925 Longwood 
Avenue, Boulder, CO 80305-7233, USA ; te lephone 303-494-836 1, or e-ma il rcichorz@comcast. net. Th is auction c loses on February 
27, 2006. 

Terms of the Sale are identical to those published on page 26, May 2004 issue of The Posthorn. To conserve space, the terms are 
not repeated here (re fer to the May 2004 issue). 

The minimum bid accepted for a lot is the starting bid. Wherever possible, the auctioneer's esti mated market va lue (EMV) or 
current market value from dealers' price lists (CMV) for the lot is inc luded in the description as a guideline for bidders. The highest 
(successful) bid will be placed at one bidding increment over the second-place bid. Bidding increments are: $0.50 to $5 = $0.50, $5 to 
$25 = $1, $25 to $50 = $2, and >$50 = S3. Bids are in U.S. currency. 

Lot Numbers and Descriptions: 
Sweden: Postryttare11 - Post11111sei Arsbok. The first l2 lots o f this auction comprise yearbooks published annually by the 

Swedish Postal Museum. Profusely illustrated, informative handbooks analogous to the annual Philatelic Congress Books, each 
contains a melange of well researched philatelic articles, enti rely in Swedish, generally about Swedish postal history, stamps, and 
postal services, many about specialized subjects. 
I . Post1y1tare11 1972: 266 pages, softbound, w ith feature artic les on Swedish postal markings of 1843-74 ( 13 1 pages) and the history 

o f posta l service of the "SMS. Albatross" during 19 15- 18 (50 pages), plus seven other briefe r articles, excellent condition except 
for minor cover wear. EMV = $25, Starting Bid = $6. 

2. Post1y ttare11 1983: 200 pages, softbound, w ith feature artic les on moti fs of Swed ish stamps (54 pages), chess in philately (38 
pages), and postmark and canceli ng devices now housed in the museum, plus four other briefer articles, excellent condition. EM V 
= $25, Sta rting Bid = $6. 

3. Postryttare11 1984: 148 pages, softbound, eight articles, including Swedish music in philately (1 2 pages) and Swedish parcel cards 
(23 pages), excellent condition except for minor marks. EMV = $25, Starting Bid = $6. 

4. Postryttaren 1985: 198 pages, softbound, with a feature article on 350 years of the Swedish postal service (52 pages) and seven 
briefer articles, inc luding 100 years of Swedish Kings' portraits on stamps, production of Swedish stamp booklets, and 1870 
weight/postal rate reforms, pristi ne condition except for cover marks . EMV = $25, Start ing Bid = $6. 

5. Postryttare11 1986: 224 pages, softbound, w ith a feature article on Swedi sh 1886 parcel and postal cards (4 1 pages) and Swedish 
franking machines (37 pages), plus seven brie fer artic les, pristine condition except for cover 111arks. EMV = $25, Starting Bid = 
$6. 

6. Postryttare11 1989: 168 pages, softbound, with a feature artic le on Swedish foreign ma ils, 1874- 1924 (35 pages), plus eight brie fe r 
articles, pristine condition. EMV = $25, Starting Bid = $6. 

7. Postry ttare11 1990: 192 pages, softbound, with feature articles on the history and use of Swed ish postal cards, 1872-1925 (2 1 
pages) and of Swedish parcel cards (66 pages), plus seven briefer articles, pristine cond ition except for cover mark. EMV = $25, 
Starting Bid = $6. 

8. Postry ttaren 1994: 152 pages, softbound, I 0 brief articles, including the Swedish Post Office in Hamburg and Swedish military 
detachments in Aland during 1918, excellent cond it ion except for spine damage and page separations. EMV = $25, Starting Bid= 

6. 
9. Pos11y ttare11 1995: 152 pages, softbound , feature articles about the pri nting of Swedish stamps during the period 1920-94 (33 

pages) and Swedish military mail, 1939-45 ( 18 pages) and five briefer articles, pristine condition. EMV = $25, Starting Bid = $6. 
10. Post1y ttare11 1996: 157 pages, softbound, nine arti cles, including forged Swedish stamps, posta l history of Gustav V definitives, 

UPU rates and 111anuscript postal markings, and Swedish military detachments in A land during 19 19, pristine condition except for 
writing on cover and tit le page. EM V = $25, Starting Bid = $6. 

11. Post1y ttaren 2001: 199 pages, profusely illustrated throughout in color, hardbound, gorgeous, nine articles, including the design 
and production of Sweden's coat-of-arms stamps, the Lauson H. Stone co llection, ma il from Otto Nordenskjold 's Antarctic 
expedition, and the work o f Sweden stamp engraver Piotr Nasza rkowski, pristine condition except fo r s light cover wear. EMV = 
$30, Starting Bid = $ I 0. 

12 . Post1y ttare11 2004: 159 pages, profusely illustrated throughout in color, hardbound, gorgeous, seven artic les, inc lud ing the career 
o f Stockho lm stamp dea ler Harry Wennberg, 100 years of Sweden stam p booklets, I 00 years of Stockholm 's Phi latelic Society, 
Wenden (Latvia) Loca l Post, and Gustav ll Adolf in historic stam p 111otifs, pristine condition. EMV = $30, Starting Bid= $10. 

13. Sweden : Sweden 11/ustrared - Parts I and II, in Engl ish. Difficul t to describe briefly, these are two Life-magazine-sized, profusely 
illustrated slick period icals of 64 and 60 pages, respective ly, published c irca 1962, that may provide hours of enjoyable reading 
with their mix of phi latelic articles, articles relating stamp motifs to industry and culture, stamp catalog listings, stamp album 
pages, and non-philatelic articles primari ly about Sweden, but with so111e ph ilatelic information about other ordic countries. 
EM V = $20, Starting Bid = 4. 

14. Sweden/Finland: Stamps of Sweden and Finland - the Earlier Issues, by Ernest H. Wise, in English, Heinemann, London, 1975, 
168 pages, hardbound, pristine condition. A classic of modern Scandinavian literature, th is is a useful advanced guidebook for 
pre-1911 stamps, plate flaws, die and overprint varieties, e tc. EM V = $50, Starting Bid = $16. 

15. Sweden/General: Remarkable! On stamps, postcards and collecting, by Pia Backstrom, Marianne Larsson, and Bjorn Sylwan, 
in English, Sweden Posta l Museu111 Publ ication No. 46, circa 2002, 76 pages, softbound, profi.1sely illustrated in co lor. Wonderfu l 
linle book about the Museum 's permanent exhi bition, Remarkable' consists of five articles about sta mps and co llecting, a fun 
read. EMV = $ 12, Starting Bid = $4. 

16. Finland: The Se1pentine Roule/led Stamps of Finland - Issues of 1860 and 1866, Volume 2, by Mikko Ossa, English translation by 
Kauko l. Aro, Scandinavian Philatelic Foundation, 1985, 113 pages, softbound, profusely illustrated, good condition (cover wear). 
EMV = S 15, Starting Bid = $5. 

> 
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17. Denmar k: I overste hojre hjorne - danskefrimcerker I 150 iir (In the upper right-hand com e;; 150 years of Danish stamps), 
in Danish, published by Post Dan mark, Copenhagen, 200I , 155 pages, hardbound, profuse ly illustrated in color. Text about 
Denmark 's first stamp and evolution of stamp designs in Denmark; gorgeous clothbound book with slip cover; includes mounted 
the Denmark 4/1/0 I issue marking the I 50'h anniversary of the fi rst Danish stamp se-tenant block of four stamps and a "black
print" sheetlet of four of just the stee l engraved portraits by Martin Morck-a modem, limited-issue rarity from the Danish Post. 
CMV = $60+, Starting Bid = $30. 

18. Denma rk : Dansk Luftpost, by Mats Hedelius, in Danish, Forl aget Ski lling, Skibby, Denmark, 1992, 208 pages, hardbound , 
profusely illustrated. Definitive handbook on Danish airmai l covers with numerous ra te tables to foreign destinations, a must fo r 
airmail cover specialists. CMV = $57.50, Starting Bid = $ 17. 

19. D enmar k/Posta l History/Covers: Two-book set: Danske Breve 1851-1979, Bind I, Forsendelsesarter og Portotakste, and Bind 
fl, Vurderingsprincipper og Katalogisering, by Jorgen Gotfredsen and Jesper Haff, in Danish, AFA (Aarhus Frimrerkehande l), 
Aarhus, Denmark, 1979, 224 and 176 pages, respect ively, hard-bound, profuse ly illustrated (several color plates in Book II). 
Defin iti ve handbooks on Danish posta l hi story and covers to foreign destinations, a must for Denmark posta l historians. EMV = 
$80, Starting Bid = $35. 

20. Denmark: AFA (Aarhus Frimcerkehandel), seven (five different) paperback speciali zed catalogs, al l in Danish: 
Margina/nummerkatalog 1964 and 1970 (2), and Dan mark Fireblokke 1975 (2), 1977, and 1986-87. EM V = $ 14, Starting Bid = 
$3. 

2 1. Denma r k: Det Dansk Postvcesen 1624-1924, by Jo rgen Bergsoe (Ed.), in Danish, J. H. Schultz A/S, Kobenhavn, 1924, 
photocopy, 524 loose- leafpages, illustrated. Treati se on the firs t 300 years of the Dani sh Post- a definitive postal-history book. 
EMV = $50, Sta rting Bid = $ I 0. 

22. Denmar k/D.W.l.: Danmarks og Dansk Vestindiens Frimcerker, Volume 2, Parts I + 2, by G. A. Hagemann, in Danish, J. H. 
Schultz AIS, K0benhavn, l 942, 135 pages, hardbound, regular edition without stamp reprints, some cover wear. Part I records 
Denmark 's 1864-70 issues; Part 2 chronic les DWI 's classic issue of 1855-73. CMV = $110, Starting Bid = $30. 

23. G reenla nd: Three different Greenland cata logs (five stap le-bound paperback books), in Engli sh, all by Eric v. Wowern: CF/ -
Pakke Porto Stamps 1905-1938 ( 1980, 1982, 1988 Ed it ions), GF4 - The Thule Locals ( 1985 Edition), and Greenland Expeditions 
and Flights Before 1938 Including North Pole Expeditions and Trans-Arctic Flights ( 1976). Great trio of Green land cata logs. 
EMV = $50, Starting Bid = $ 15. 

24. Greenland: Gron/and set gennern 50 iirsji'imcerke1; 1938-1988 (Greenland Seen Through 50 Years of Stamps) , in Dan ish, 
published by Grnn lands Postvresen, Kobenhavn , 1988, softbound, 128 pages, profuse ly illustrated. History of the Greenland Post 
and Greenland postage stamps, in fo rmati ve, with three-page index. CM V = $45, Starting Bid = $ 13. 

25 . Greenland : Greenland, Parts I and 2, by Karlo Lindskog and Eric v. Wowem, 1970 Eng li sh edition, 169 loose-leaf pages in 
binder, profusely illustrated . Part I covers the period before 1938 and li sts in detail Pakke-Porto stamps, expeditions to Greenland 
and the Arctic, a irmail , and Thule d istri ct stamps; Part 2 covers the period after 1938 and includes stamps, postmarks, expeditions, 
airmai l, and charity stamps/sea ls. Forerunner cata log to the "G F" series. EMV = $20, Sta rt ing Bid = $5. 

26. Icela nd: Postal Service in Iceland, 1776 - May 13'" - 1951 , in English, issued for the 175'" Anniversary of the Ice land ic Postal 
Service, 195 1, 52 pages, softbound , pristine cond ition. Monogra ph on the orig in and deve lopment of the Icelandic Posta l Service, 
with use ful postal hi story info rmation. EMV =$ I 0, Starting Bid = $3 . 

27. Iceland : Islands Frimerker En Kortfatfet Oversikt, by Carl A. Pihl , in orwegian, published/issued by Norsk Fi late listisk 
Tidsskrift as Handbook #3, Os lo, 1946, 27 pages, paperback, good cond ition. Classic monograph on Ice land stamps and 
cancellations, with detailed specia list information about the "3/prir" and "I G ILDl /'02-'03" overprint issues. EMV = $ 10, Starting 
Bid = $3. 

28. or wa y: Skip og post i /okale ruler i Trandelag (Ships and Mail of the Local Routes in the Trondelag District}, by Tore Gjelsv ik , 
in Norwegian, Filtelistti sk Forlag AIG, Bergen, 1986, 144 pages, hardbound, profuse ly illustrated, pristine condition with 
slipcover. An extens ive reference section and 19 brief art icles on va ri ous aspects of Norwegian ship ma il and postal hi story from 
class ic stamp period to the present- useful research for ship ma il specia lists. CMV = $27.50, Starting Bid = $ I 0. 

29. Norway: Norske skipsstempler og reisense post-ekspedisjoner pa skip , Fi rst Ed ition, by Per Eirik Danielsen, in Norwegian , 
Fil atelis ti sk Forl ag A/S, Bergen, 1984, 270 pages, softbound , exce ll ent cond iti on. Cata log li stings and ill ustrati ons of Norweg ian 
ship postmarks. EMV = $30 (2"d Ed. CMV = $65), Sta rting Bid = $ I 0. 

30. Norway: Hiindbok over Norske 4-Ringsnummerstempler, by Bj0m E. Bunres and Anders Langangen, in Norwegian + two-
page introduction in Engli sh, Norsk Filatel istforbund, Oslo, 1987, 394 pages, softbound, pristine condition. Catalog listings and 
illustrations of Norwegian rural post offices' " fou r-ring numeral" markings-an essential reference on this subject. CMV = $59.50, 
Starting Bid = $20. 

3 1. Norway: Norske masknstempler med tekst. 1903-1978, in Norwegian, Norsk Filate li stforbund , 1978, 173 pages, softbound , good 
condition. Cata log listings and illustrations of Norway's machine slogan cance ls- an essential refe rence on thi s subject. CMV = 
$26, Starti ng Bid = $8. 

32. Norway: Norsk eksilpost, 1940-1945, by Karl U. Sanne, in orwegian, Norsk Filate listfo rbund , 198 1, 139 pages, softbound, 
profuse ly il lustrated exce llent condition. Authoritative postal hi story presentation of posta l services created to se rve Norwegians 
in ex il e during WWII- an essentia l reference on this interesting subject. CMV = $22, Starting Bid = $6. 

33. No r way: Norwegian Exile Mail, 1940-1945, by Karl U. Sanne, Engli sh Trans lation by Sigmund Meireran, Scandinavian 
Philatelic Foundation, 1986, 2 19 pages, softbound, profuse ly illustrated, good condition. Engli sh-l anguage version of Norsk 
eksilpost, 1940-1945 in same fo rmat. CMV = $24.50, Starting Bid = $ 10. 

34. Norway: Norsk f-!elpostkatalog, 1872-1992, 1996/97 Edition, by Finn Aune (Ed.), in Norwegian, OFK (Oslo Filatelistklubb), 
Os lo, 96 pages, profusely illustrated in color, softbound, excel lent condition except stamped " review copy" on tit le page. The 
primary cata log for Norwegian postal stationery, postal cards, and aerogrammes with detai l on die types, includes pricing for 
mint, used , and used with additional stamps- an essential reference. CMV = $48, Start ing Bid = $16. 

35 . Norway: Norway Number One, The 4 Sk Lion of 1855, by V. Tufts, in Engli sh, European Phi lately # 13, J. Barefoot Ltd., York, 
England , 1983 , 52 pages, spira l-bound paperback, profusely illustrated, good condition except for cover marks. Class ic trea ti se 
o f orway's first stamp, inc luding early posta l services, printing, varieti es, plating guide, multiples, postmarks, reprints, and 
forgeries. CMV = $20, Start ing Bid = $7. 

36. on vay: f-liindbok over Norske Filatelistika, Volume 3, in Norwegian, orsk Filate listforbund, 1969, 3 12 pages, hardbound , 
profuse ly ill ustrated, good condition (sl ight spotting on cover). Informati ve handbook compri sing 12 articl es by various autho rs, 
with great strength in bypost stamps, postal ca rds, ship mail , and postmarks. CMV = $45, Starti ng Bid = $ 15. 

44 The Posthorn, November 2005 



New Catalog on Denmark's Encased Postage 
Frimcerkepenge i Danmark- Anvendelse, Beskrivelse og Udbredelse - anskuet ud fra historiske, 
topogragrafiske,filatelistiske og numismatiske synsvinkler - 1. de/ - /E/dre emissioner og kobenhavnskes 
erieudgava (Encased postage in Denmark - use, description and dissemination - as seen from historical , 
typographic, philatelic and numismatic viewpoints - Part 1 - Older issues and issues from Copenhagen), 
by J0rgen S0mod, 2005 , 168 pages, hard-bound in A4 format, DKK 300 (approximately $50) plus postage, 
available from the author, Hollcendervej 20, 1855 Frederiksberg C, Denmark. 

By John R. Sabin 

During World War If in Denmark, as in the USA, there was a shortage of metal , especially copper, due 
to the war effort. As the value of the metal in small copper coins became greater than the face value of the 
coins, the small value coins were withdrawn from service by speculators. Thus, there arose a shortage of 
small copper coins (skillem0nt). For commerce to continue, a substitute was necessary. The first solution 
of the Danish government 1 was to authorize issuing the small coins in a cheaper metal , namely aluminum. 
However, there were not enough of these to solve the problem. One approach taken up by the populace 
was to use small value stamps (the bolgelinie or wavy line series of 1937-1939) as small change. This was, 
however, unhygienic and impractical. 

The solution came with a newspaper announcement in the 
Copenhagen newspaper Ekstrabladet,2 where it was announced 
that the Danish packaging industry (Dansk Emballage lndustri), 
prompted by radio companies Johnsen-Radio and Magnavox Radio, 
would release 100,000 l-0re frimcerkepenge (stamp-coins). These 
l-0re stamps were packaged with a stamp-sized bit of cardboard that 
contained an advertisement, and wrapped in cellophane. An early 
example, from Johnsen-Radio (issued May 13 , 1941 ), is shown here. 

This was not the first time that encased postage had been used 
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as small change,3 nor even the first time it had been used in Denmark. But the cardboard- and cellophane
encased postage of the early Second World War in Denmark is certainly the largest and most varied issue 
extant. These are the subject of fargen S0mod 's book. 

S0mod 's book has its antecedents in a catalog assembled by Carl Lund-Jensen ,4 dated September 15 , 
1941 , just four months after the earliest encased l-0re stamps were issued and long before the last encased 
stamps were issued. In November, 1941, Lund-Jensen issued a supplement5 to hi s catalog containing 
additional varieties of the frimcerkepenge noted in the original cata log and subsequently issued examples. 
Finally, in 1975, well after frimcerkepenge had passed out of use, Carl Lund-Jensen and Jorgen S0mod 
published a new edition of Fortegnelse over Frimcerkepenge, 6 which included a second supplement. Now 
we have the newest and most complete book on the Danish frimcerkepenge from J0rgen S0mod. 

This is the most complete of the catalogs of Danish frimcerkepenge. The catalog, in Danish, is 
published in two parts. This first part covers the earliest issues offrimcerkepenge and frimcerkepenge issued 
in Copenhagen. The second part is scheduled to be released in 2007. 7 

S0mod is the right person to write this book. His collection of Danish frimcerkepenge is certainly the 
most complete in the world, and the book is derivative of it. This book is a real tour de force. The first 
50 pages describe the origin and usage of encased postage, from the first use in the U.S . in the mid-19'" 
century, up through World War 11. The exposition is interesting and instructive. Following the text is the 
catalog. 

The catalog is certainly the most complete Danish frimcerkepenge cata log extant. Each entry g ives 
a catalog number, a short description , and, where appropriate, the cross-numbering connection with the 
earlier4-6 catalogs. The book is lavishly illustrated with examples. 

There are only two possible criticisms of this book. First, it is unfortunate that the book is printed in 
black and white as there are many color nuances and variants that distinguish among the various issues. 
Neither is there a color standard included with the book. While printing in color would have increased the 
cost of the book considerably, it is regrettab le nonetheless. Second, the book lacks an index. Thus, if one 
were to acquire a frimcerkepenge that has K. Kjersgaard - Slagterforretningen - Haraldsgade 3 - Taga 
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3701 printed on it, it would be difficult to find it in the catalog. This problem would be easily solved ifa 
searchable CD-ROM were included with the book for a modest increase in price. 

In any case, this is an excellent, " must-have" book for anyone with an interest in Danish 
fri1rnerkepen ge. It is recommended most highly. • 

(Editor :s Note: Jllustration supplied by the author and by Jay Smith.) 

Endnotes 
1 Act of parliament (Folketing) on December 11 , 1940. 
2 Ekstrabladet, Tuesday, May 13 , 1941. 
3 Arleigh Slabaugh, "Encased Postage Stamps, U.S. and Foreign," Hewett 's N umismatic Information 
Series, Chicago, 1967. 
4 Carl Lund-Jensen , Fortegnelse over Frimcerkepenge, K0benhavn, Danatex Forlag, 1941. 
5 Carl Lund-Jensen , Supplement til Frimcerkepenge, K0benhavn, 1941. 
6 Carl Lund-Jensen and forgen S0mod, Fortegnelse over Frimcerkepenge, K0benhavn, 1975. This includes 
the original Lund-Jensen book, as well as supplements l and 2. 
7 J0rgen S0mod, private communication. 

Foundation Publishes Book on Danish 
Advertising Panes 

The Scandinavian Philate lic Foundation (SPF) has 
released its latest book. James Gaudet's Danish Advertising 
Panes brings new research to this fascinating area of Denmark 
philately. Between 1927 and 1934, Denmark issued booklets 
containing stamps that were se-tenant with advertising labels. 
Collectors have long sought pairs and larger multiples on cover 
as well as collecting the recorded varieties. 

These stamps were the subject of earlier studies by Niels 
Finn Olsen and Frode Vesterby Knudsen. Gaudet takes the 

information to new levels with the addition of his own personal 
study of the panes. He has exhibited this material and received 
go ld medals and research awards. 

The advertising firms that took advantage of this stamp 
booklet format included the Hafnia and Phoenix insurance 
companies, General Motors, Mohawk Tires, the popular Danish 

newspaper Berlingske Tidende, the Copenhagen Coal and Coke 
Company (KKKK), and many others. 

Each stamp denomination is studied in great detail with 
illustrations of plate flaws and newl y discovered varieties. The 
flaws and their positions are clearly depicted and recorded with 
many close-up images and tables of data . 

All proceeds from the sale of the book will go to the Scandinavian Philatelic Foundation. For cost and 
ordering information, contact the Scandinavian Philatelic Foundation, c/o Alan Warren , PO Box 39, Exton 
PA 19341-0039, or go to www.JaySmith.com and click on "Literature," then "Denmark." 

The SPF was established in l 978 for the purpose of translating important works in Nordic philately 
into Engli sh and publishing them in order to reach a wider audience. Several of the monographs, including 

Gaudet 's book, are original works. Further information about the foundation and a list of its publications is 
available by sending a stamped and addressed # I 0 envelope to SPF at the above address. • 

- Alan Warren 
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SCC Chapter Meeting & Contacts 

I. SEATTLE/N W: 2nd Mon. at Maple Leaf Evangelical Church, I 059 NE 96'h, 7:30 p.m. CONTACT: Ken Ell iott, P.O. 
Box 22808, Seattl e, WA 98 122-0808, email: ScandiaW@aol.com. 

4. CHI CAGO: 4th Thurs. of Jan.-June and Sept. , Oct. ; I st Thurs. of Dec., Des Plaines Public Library, 150 I Ellinwood 
St. , Des Plaines, IL 6001 6. CONTACT: Ron Collin, PO Box 63, Ri ver Grove, IL 601 71-0063 ; (773) 907-8633, email: 

coll inr@ameritech.net. 

5. NEW ENG LAN D: I st Wed. at the Scandinavian Li ving Center, 206 Waltham St. , West Newton, MA at 7:30 p.m. 
in the pri vate dining room . http://scc5. thl ogic.com. CONTACT: John L. Du Bois, c/o Thermalogic Corp., 22 Kane 
Industri al Dr. , Hudson, MA 0 1749, email: j ld@thlogic.com. 

7. NEW YORK: 2nd Wed. (except Jul. & Aug.) at The Collectors Club, 26 E. 35th St. CONTACT: Carl Probst, 71 
Wi lloughby Ave. , Hicksville, NY 11801 , email : carl_probst@gardencitygroup.com. 

9. N. NEW JERSEY: 3rd Wed. at members' homes. CONTACT: Warren J. Grosjean, 32 Juniper Rd ., Wayne, NJ 
07 4 70-6 156, emai 1: grosj ean@opton 1 ine.net. 

11 . REYKJAVIK: 2nd Mon., 19:00, program 20:00, at Sioumuli 11, The Center of the Icel andic Philate lic Federation. 
Junior meeting every Tue., 17:00 in the Selj akirkja in Breioholt, Reykj avik . CONTACT: Sigurour H. l> orsteinsson, 
Postbox 26, IS-222 Hafn arfj orour, Iceland, email : sigurdur_thorsteinsson@yahoo.com. 

12. WASHINGTON DC: 3rd Thu. at the McLean Community Center, 7:30 p.m., unl ess there is a major show, or it is 
summer. CONTACT: Peter Alten, 9300 Main St., Manassas, VA 22 11 0. 

13 . DELAWARE: Last Tue. at members' homes. CONTACT: Alan Warren, alanwar@worldnet. att.net. 

14. TWIN CITIES: 2nd Thu. (except Ju l. & Aug.) at Lynnhurst Community Center, 50th St. , & West Minnehaha 
Parkway, Minneapoli s, MN . CONTACT: Rossmer V. Olson, P.O. Box 233 77, Richfield, MN 55423, email: 
RossVOle@aol.com. 

15. ROCHESTER: I st Mon. at Robert Gustafson's home. CO TACT: Robert Gustafson, 877 Helendale Road, 
Rochester, NY 14609-2908. 

17. SOUTHERN CA LIFORNIA: I st Wed. at members' homes. CONTACT: Jerry Winerman (8 18) 784-7277, or email: 
gerjerry@sbcglobal.net. 

21. GOLD EN GATE: Meets monthl y on l st Sat. , 11 a.m. at members' houses & at various shows (WESTP EX, 
COALP EX, PEN PEX, etc.). CONTACT: Herb Voli n, (510) 522-3242, HRVolin@ao l.com. 

22 . HO USTON: Periodi ca ll y at stamp shop of Mary Jane Menze l, 201 5 W. 34th St. , Houston, TX (selected Sun. 
afternoons). CONTACT: Eric Roberts, P.O. Box 46020 I, Houston, TX 77056-820 I, email: eric.roberts@halliburton. 
com. 

23 . PAU LSON-SEAM AN: For meeting dates and places, CONTACT: J. Edward Evan, Box 4 130, Sem inole, FL 

33775; Roy C. Scott, 2346 Druid Rd. , #235, Clearwater, FL 33764, email: raytran l@aol. com. 

24. MAN ITOBA : 2nd & 4th Wed. at Scandinav ian Cul tura l Centre, 764 Erin St., Winnipeg, MB. CONTACT: Robert 
Zacharias, 808 Polson Ave., Winnipeg, MB R2X I MS, Canada, emai I: robertzacharias@shaw.ca. 

25. TUCSON: CONTACT: Jack F. Schmidt, phone: (520) 648-0034, or email: jackschmidt@cox .net. 

26. TIDEWATE R: 3rd Sat. , 3 p.m. at Larchmont Branch of the Norfo lk Public Library System, 6525 Hampton Blvd., 

Norfolk, VA 23508, (757) 441-5335, fax: (757) 441-1451 , email: gwalker@npl. lib .va. us. CONTACT: Michael Fa ll s, 

575 Virgin ian Dr., Norfo lk, VA 23505-4242, email: Mfa ll sice@ao l.com. 

27 . COLORADO: I st Sat. from Sep-Jun, I 0 a.m. at the Rocky Mtn . Philatelic Library, 2038 S. Pontiac Way, Denver, 
CO 80224. CONTACT: Roger Cichorz, 3925 Longwood Ave., Boulder, CO 80305-7233, email : rcichorz@comcast.net. 

28. CY BER: Members connected by email to exchange ideas & scans, plus an electroni c newsletter. CONTACT: 

Edward L. Bode, email: edbode@j uno.com. 

29. COP EN HAGEN: CONTACT: Toke Nerby: toke. norby@norbyhus.dk. 
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The Scandinavian Collectors Club 
Founded November 25, 1935 

SCC Website: www.scc-online .org 

Elected Officers 
President: John DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp. , 22 Kane Industrial Dr., Hudson, MA 0 1749; 

j ld@thlogic.com 

Vice President: Arnold Sorensen, Therapy Service Corp., 706 North Burkhardt Rd. , Evansvil le, IN 47715; 
valbydwi@hotmai l. com 

Vice President, Chapters: Edward L. Bode, 829 Western Air Drive, Jefferson City, MO 65109; 
edbode@juno.com 

Secretary: Donald Hal pern, 980 Sage St., Broomfield, CO 80020-1 791 ; don2halpern@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mats Roing, 44 The Fenway, Apt. 1, Boston, MA 02215 ; matsroing@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President: Roger Quinby, PO Box 738, Clifton Park, NY 12065; rpquinby@aol.com 

Directors: Warren Grosjean, 32 Juniper Rd., Wayne, NJ 07470; warren@Derma-Safe.com 

Steve Kaplan, PO Box 22 1113, Beachwood, OH 44122; skaplan@nowonline.net 

George Kuhhom, PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle, C 28594; geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

Eric Roberts, PO Box 46020 I, Houston, TX 77056; eric.roberts@halliburton.com 

Herbert R. Volin, 2726 N. Main St. , Walnut Creek, CA 94597-2750; HRVoli n@aol.com 

Viggo Warmboe, 2740 Foxgate Dr., Minnetonka, MN, 55305; viggo@mn.rr. com 

Appointed Officers 
Executive Secretary: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13 196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent47@sprynet.com 

L ibrary Committee: Pau l Albright, Roger Cichorz, Greg Frantz, Jim Kil bane, JeffMondes itt. Contact: 
SCC Library, c/o RMPL, 2038 Pontiac Way, Denver, CO 80224; palbright@wiche.edu 

Membership Chairman: George A. Kuhhorn, PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle, NC 28594; 
geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

Exhibition Coordinator: Steve Kaplan, PO Box 22 111 3, Beachwood, OH 44122; skaplan@nowon line. 
net. 

Stamp Mart Manager: Eric Roberts, PO Box 46020 I, Houston, TX 77056; eric.roberts@hall iburton.com 

Canadian Mart Manager: Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cres.,Winnipeg, MB, R2J I H9, Canada; 
stampman@mts.net 

APS Representative: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent4 7@sprynet.com 

Publicity Chairman: Frederick Lutt, PO Box 3 1160, Cincinnati, Ohio 4523 1; 
frederick.lutt@zoomtown.com 

Literature Promotion: Alan Warren, PO Box 39, Exton, PA 19341 -0039; alanwar@att.net 

Webmaster: Toke N0rby, Yestervang 4035, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark; toke.norby@norbyhus.dk 

Historian: Roberta Palen, PO Box 364, Forbes, MN 55738 

SCC Study Groups 
DWI: John L. DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp. , 22 Kane Industrial Dr. , Hudson, MA 0 1749; 

j ld@th logic.com 

Sweden Ring: George A. Kuh horn, PO Box 4486, Emera ld Isle, NC 28594; geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

Finnish Study Group: Roger Quinby, PO Box 738, Clifton Park, NY 12065 ; rpquinby@aol.com 

Danish Wavy Line: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13 196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent47@sprynet.com 

Scandinavian Revenues: Paul Nelson, 26 14 No. Camino Principal, Tucson, AZ 857 15; pnels@att.net 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
AUCTION HOUSE 

in Scandinavia 

Next Auction 

March 24-25, 2006 

Consignments Accepted Now 

AuctionHouse international 

.......... ··-===·· Postiljonen 
We l'alue vour collection 

Box 4118 • 5-203 12 Malmo• Sweden• Phone +46 40 25 88 50 •Fax +46 40 25 88 59 
Internet: www.postiljonen.com •e-mail: stampauctions@postiljonen.se 



••• in our next auction. ---
Through the years Northland Auctions has emerged as one of the premier auctioneers 
of Scandinavia and Worldwide philately. When you're ready to sell, contact us and take 
advantage of our 25 + years of market experience and personalized service. We make it easy. .. 
like a day at the beach. 

Our Website now features: 
• Current Auction Catalog in full color • Scandinavia Year Sets 1945-2002 
• Scandinavia Gems 

www.northstamp.com 
1-800-950-0058 
northstamp@aol.com 

~ 
QUALl>'IEO 

AUCTIOl'IEEft 

• Over 10,000 Worldwide sets 

Since 1975 

NORTHLAND CO. 
DMSION, TANGIBLE EQUITIES INC. 

BOX 34 • VERONA, NJ 07044 


