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Norway Withdraws Ski Stamp 
for Copyright Issue 

By Paul Albright 

No rway Post de layed issuing a co il ro ll that marked the 
centenary of the Norweg ian Sk i Federati on when copyri ght 
clearance was not ava il abl e fo r one of the fo ur stamp images. 

The questionab le stamp showed two young ski ers coming down 

the s lopes "but since it became clea r no one could find out who 

these children are, the dec is ion was made to w ithdraw it," sa id a 

spokesman fo r Norway Post. 
Some "sample" stamps were sent to dea lers, however, and 

No rway Post attempted to have them returned . As of mid-M ay, 

there were no reports of any of the w ithd rawn stamps reaching 

the philate li c marketpl ace. The spokesman sa id if the w ithd rawn 

stamps appea r in the marketpl ace, "Norway Post will ta ke acti on to 
stop the sa le, as we consider the stamps property of No rway Post." 

The withdrawn stamp was replaced by another simil ar image 

(shown here) of two s imila rl y dressed but s li ghtly older children 

skiing downhill. The other three stamps on the I 00-stamp ro ll 

showed a cross
country ski er, a 
sk i jumper, and 

a s lalo m race r. 

A ll three of 

the adult ski ers 

are identified 
by name in the 
pro motiona I 

sal es materi a l. 

Norway 

Post sa id there 

were more 

than five million of each of the fo ur stamps produced. T hey are 

not denominated but are marked as "A lnnl and" to pay Norway's 

domesti c postage rate. A ll of the stamps had been printed when the 

dec is ion was made to withd raw the one stamp. A ll of the di scarded 

stamps were destroyed, according to Norge Post. The delay 

postponed the release date fo r the co il s from February 21 to March 

14. 
Typica ll y, posta l authoriti es prov ide some dea lers with 

advance copies of stamps so that they can do their marketing, 

prepare firs t day covers, and arrange sa les to co ll ectors. It was 

reported in thi s case that dea lers who rece ived the skiing stamps 

had them fo r severa l days before rece iving the return request. • 
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The World War II "Thomas Cook" Undercover 
Mail Service between Canada and Norway 

- A Link for Norwegian Seamen -

By Ed Fraser 

Only in recent decades has there been much focus on details of the World War II civilian wartime mail 

serv ice between Canada and Germany, or Axis Occupied Countries. These details have been elusive to 

find , unlike the more-documented London-based Thomas Cook undercover mail service that was widely 

used and openly advertised in the British press. Initially, the London service used Amsterdam, Holland , as 

the neutral place for sending mail into Germany and receiving mail replies from Germany. When Holland 

fell in May, 1940, London changed the service to neutral Portugal. That service, principally using Box 506 
in Lisbon , handled a large volume of mail for the first few years of the war. The Axis tolerated allowing 

such mail , or did not enforce harsh laws that they had against anyone sending letters using undercover mail 

Honheal G1.tt1lte Hol'. Z5 1939 

Thomaa Cook Handles 
All Letter• to Reich 

Ottawa, November 24.-Ul
Justlce Mlnlsler Lapointe, in hi• 
capacity as Aeling Secretary ot 
Sule, and Postm••l<!r General 
Power announ~d tonight that 
Thomu Cook and Son, Limited, 
Toronto, have bttn appointed ll· 
censed Intermediary for the for
warding of harmle•• social mes· 
s·ages to J>@'rsona In enemy or 

en~~;~cuf~~n~rri~or{,;emy or 
memy-occupled terrllory • "nt 
through · a neutral country are 
now allowed ·10 be forwarded at 
the *"nder'1 risk as. to delivery In 
the country of destination, sub· 
Jtcl to th" wual conditions ot 
censorship when sent lhrouglt the 
intermediary of Thomas Cook and 
Son. 

Letten cannot, however, b• 
torwarMd direct· lo enemy or 

"08';J{i;.~cc~J~j!~"!~~~-then In 
Canada wlshlni to communicate 
wlth ·relattv .. or friends ln ·enemy 
or enemy occupied countrt .. 
should forward 1uch lettert to 
Thomai Cook and son, accom
panied by ' a rernl\lance of 50 
cmt.s lo cover · the, expense or 
tral'IJmlltlni the letter to a neu· 
tral . country, th• · trammlsslon 
from !hue to the enemy terr!· 
ory, and the trarumwlon or the 

rep!,. to the 1ender In Caf\adil., 
Lett~ra int..nd•d' for transm1s· 

alon · to enemy or tnenly·OC· 
cupl@d countries ahOuld · ~ · u 
brlet u J)onfble1• and . thou Id In 
all ca.au have tne inner cover 
l•lt open in actordance with the 

~~ngoui~·~:1J\'ncr~\'l.a~~~ 
prlyai.t and !f.JlillJ" notu. wttfiout / 
any referen~ whatever 'lo milt· I 
tar or naval movemeelt · or to 
pofiucal and @CCJamnlc canh.Jtiono. 

schemes. 

Great Britain and France declared war on Germany on September 

3 , 1939, and Canada did so a week later, September I 0. In a much lower 

profile way, Canada took steps to initiate an undercover mai l service 

through the still-neutral United States. By November 24 , 1939, an 

agreement had been finali zed with Thomas Cook & Son in Toronto to 

The text of the November 25 , 1939, Montreal Gazelle article reads: 

T homas Cook Hand les All Letters to Reich (Headline) 

"Ottawa, November 24 - CP[?] - Justice Minister Lapointe, in his capacity 
as Acting Secretary of State, and Postmaster General Power announced tonight 
that Thomas Cook and Son, Limited, Toronto, have been appointed licensed 
intermediary for the forwarding of harmless social messages to persons in enemy 
or enemy-occupied territory. 

Private letters to enemy or enemy-occupied territory sent through a neutra l 
country are now allowed to be forwarded at the sender 's risk as to the delivery 
in the country of destination, subject to the usual conditions of censorship when 
sent through the intermediary of Thomas Cook and Son. 

Letters cannot, however, be forwarded direct to enemy or enemy-occupied 
territory. 

British subjects and others in Canada wishing to communicate with 
relatives or friends in enemy or enemy occupied countries should forward such 
letters to Thomas Cook and Son, accompan ied by a remittance of 50 cents to 
cover the expense of transmitting the letter to a neutral country, the transmission 
from there to the enemy territory, and the transmission of the reply to the sender 
in Canada. 

Letters intended for transmission to enemy or enemy-occupied countries 
shou ld be as brief as possible, and shou ld in all cases have the inner cover 
left open in accordance with the enemy censorship regulations, and should be 
confined entirely to private and family notes, without any reference whatever to 
military or naval movements, or to political or economic conditions." 

Figure 1. Newspaper Notice about in itiation of Thomas Cook's service in Canada. 
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do the job. This can be confirmed by the newspaper article from the Montreal Gazelle of November 25, 
1939, shown as Figure I. (Author's note: The author would appreciate knowing of other concurrent pub lic 
announcements or newspaper articles about this service.) 

Why Thomas Cook & Son? 
When World War 11 started, apparently as both a humanitarian service and a modest revenue generation 

effort lo offset lost travel agency bus iness, Thomas Cook & Son proposed to the British government to be 
allowed to offer a forwarding service for civilian mai l between England and Germany via a mail drop in 
Holland. The same reasoning probably applied to Thomas Cook & Son in Canada, except that using the 
Un ited States was more convenient than Holland. 

In format ion about this service apparently was ava ilable through post offices and by writing to Thomas 
Cook in Toronto, but copies of such information has eluded the phi late lic communi ty. Nothing has been 
fo und in print showing what address - or even what city or cities - were used as undercover addresses in 
the Un ited States. 

The information has been deduced from fewer then 1,000 covers and some enclosed slips from Thomas 
Cook in Toronto occasionally fo und in surviving mail. The bulk of covers, regardless of what country 
they are from, are basically all addressed to "Care of Post Box 252, Grand Central Annex Post Office, 
New York, U.S.A." They typically have Axis censorship, are addressed to different names, and also have 
Canadian censorship indicating they somehow went from New York to Canada as it would not make sense 
to have come.from occupied Europe to Canada, and then onward to neutral New York. 

Unfortunately, neither Canada nor the United States routinely postmarked any of thi s mail on arrival 
or in transit. Additionally, most known covers are without contents. I believe that many of these covers 
probably were retained by Thomas Cook and only the contents were passed along from Cook's Office. At 
some point Thomas Cook's empty covers then wound up in the philatelic community. 

While much of the functioning of this service is discussed in correspondence that can be found in 
official Canadian microfilm records in scattered places - and more needs to be found - one such letter 
involving Norwegian seamen wou ld seem of particu lar interest to the collector community. That is shown 
as Figure 2, and is a most interesting complaint. This fo1tuitous letter conveys a story easily lost in history. 
This letter describes the situation quite well. but it does not appear that any accommodation was ever made 
for these seamen. The related co1Tespondence that fo llowed took a typical bureaucratic approach, offering 
nothing. 

Historical Background 
To review the history of the time, Germany attacked Denmark and Norway on April 9, 1940, forc ing 

Denmark to surrender almost immediately. The Germans were unable to seize the Norwegian government, 
which then fought on. By early May, German control covered most of Norway, but fighting continued into 
June in northern areas while the Norwegian government then fl ed to England. 

There was an effort by the Norwegian merchant fleet to get to or stay at sea to avoid the Germans. 
Many subsequently helped the Allied war effort. Halifax, ova Scotia. was an important seaport in that 
effort. 

Discussed here are severa l covers directed through Box 252 in New York to Norwegian seamen and 
others in Canada. These were all fro m the summer of 1940, and from the towns listed in Table I. Other 
covers from Norway that may or may not have been to seamen are listed in Table 2. 

It is not known where in Canada any of these addressees actually were, but Halifax was probably a 
popular location for seamen. Usually " letters home" during wartime survive better, but here no " letters 
home" are known or identified, and we only have these letters "from home" to work with. Hopefully a little 
publicity - such as this article - will result in some of the " letters home" turn ing up, even after all these 
years. 

This forwa rding service through the United States obviously came to an end when the U.S. entered the 
war against Germany in December, 1941 . So did many other ways to contact Canadians one way or another 

> 
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Rfll/S 

l!:> Uice o( 1Ilistrict :ii:ii rector·. oti~ostal '§i>erlJices 

H. S.11ul1•u, Eeq . , 
Ad m.J.nhtr1liv1 Servlc111.,. 

Poet Offlt"e Dep11rtaent, 
Ottll••.· 

~Ir Si r ,- T 

u.11ru:,11. s. 
October Uth, 1940. 

Th• [).itch and tlor.aghn 11allor1 in tbll po:- t 11re 
comphinlng about th• high r. .. they pay in 11 riU.11g t o their 
fn1.ll1e• lo Holhnd and Nor .. y. · 

Th11 all>Ount th~y pay 11 H folloo,-

Poahge to Toron t o,.. . .... f .03 
r •• t or Tho1. Coo k. . ..... .so 
t'o t lll l Note co1:n.h'100 •.. .OJ 
Alr \hll to NH Tort . . .•. , • .06 

CllPP.!f · ···· ·· ···· ~ 
Totll .... ' .92 

It •n pointed out tlat lh11r could write bl ordln1ry ir.sil 
f or 56 e11nt11 but they contend that thh unlc e l• tt"o 1lo• and un· 
cert. in to be Hthhctory. Th•r p_rot.91t 1geln1t po r ing &ueh • 
hi~ r•h a• their m.e11"1 1• H r y meagre •nd ngg11t t l!.•l, b11.ng 
1llh1 t • klng p1u·t t n the "'"r by tren1portlng troopa &ad D.1nlUon1 1 
101N 1p•ch\ 1 rr1ag1111at1 1hould b1 -d• lnr th1lr o.ca11ftlu. 

It 1nr batl•r r11h 'could ba obt1ln1d fro• l u.r1. Thoa. 
Cook 4 Son l t could b• realrlchd to httera brought to lhl• • 
otfl~• by th• Cep\llln1 o r othe r r .. pon1l.bh offlc1r1 Jf U11 
1hlp1 l n qu11tlon, or lh1 Con.1uh o f lfo noe y end Hol\1 -1d. 

I 1h1ll he gl11d toh1<1r Crom you on tht 1u 'l cct. 

Youn truly, 

" 

Figure 2. Letter dated October 11 , 1940, 
from Office of District Di rector of Posta l 
Services, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Table 1. Seamen's Mail 

Postmarks on a tota l of 25 covers seen by 
the writer of places in Norway to Box 252, 
Grand Central Annex, New York. 

Haugesund 
Helgeroa 
Hem (unclear - possib ly Sem) 
N0tterny 
Ons0y* 
Sandefjord 
Sys le* 
Tornd* 
T0nsberg 

*These towns are included in five covers 
to names of known seamen connected 
with the same three ships, but no ship 
name is in the address. The cover from 
Sysle has been positively confirmed as to 
a seaman who was with the "Pelagos ." 

[O n letterhead: Office of District Director of Postal 
Services I 

RFH/S [probab ly sender 's init ials] 
Halifax , N.S . 
October I I , I 940 

H. Beaulieu, Esq., 
Admin istrati ve Services, 
Post Offi ce Department, 
Ottawa 

Dear Sir,-
The Dutch and orwegian sa il ors in this port are 

complaining about the high fees they pay in writing to their 
fa mil ies in Holl and and Norway. 

The amount they pay is as fo llows: 

Postage to Toronto ................... ...... .. $ .03 
Fee to Thos. Cook ....... ... ... ... .... ...... .... . SO 
Postal Note commission ... ... .... ........ .. . 03 
Air Ma il to New York .... ... ... .......... .... . 06 
" " Clipper .. ... .... .............. .. ...... .30 

Total .. ...... .... $ .92 

It was pointed out that they could write by ordinary mail 
fo r 56 cents but they contend that this service is too slow and 
uncertain to be sati sfactory. They protest against paying such a 
hi gh rate as their means is very meagre and suggest that, being 
allies tak ing part in the war by transporting troops and munitions, 
some special arrangements should be made for their necess iti es. 

I f any better rate could be obtained from Messrs. Thos. Cook 
& Son it could be restri cted to letters brought to thi s offi ce by the 
Capta ins or other responsible officers of the ships in questi on, or 
the Consuls of Norway and Holland . 

I shall be glad to hear from you on the subject. 

Yours truly, 
(s igned) 
District Director 

Table 2. Some Seamen's mail 
possible 

Postmarks of add itional fi ve places known 
from Norway to Box 252 , Grand Central 
Annex, New York 

Bergen 
Fred rikstad 
Myrvoll 

Oslo 
Vestrefjord 
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through the U.S. There were proposals for Thomas Cook to offer a serv ice to Americans after December, 
1941 . That apparently never materialized . Some mai 1 routing between Canada and Portuga l, and also 
between the United States and Portugal, did continue in various ways through the war, but on a smaller 
sca le. 

Covers shown here as Figures 3 through 8 are all dated before the District Director of Posta l Services' 
letter of October, 1940 (shown in Figure 2) was sent, a lthough I believe apparently no accommodation 
was made as a resu lt of that letter. The cover shown in Figures 6 and 7 has no indication of involving 
seamen 's ma i I. However. checking 
out additional Norwegian Box 

- • - - - -::: - - - ·- - - > 
252 covers proved interesting. 
Addi tional information was obta ined 
w ith the he lp ofSiri Lawson, who 

maintains a scholarly website about 

Norwegian seamen in general and 
their involvement in World War II in 
particular. 

- . -... . ~ .. ____ --:: ~·-·- --... ~ . .. - ""--~ 

The Norwegian covers di scussed 
here happen to include seamen 's mai l 

to just three ships - the " Suderny," the 
" Pelagos" and the "Si r James C lark 
Ross." ls that a coincidence? Is there 
a common thread between the three 
ships? My guess is that someone 

advised these three about the Thomas 

Cook service, or they saw a noti ce 
about it, and the information was 
passed on to the crews of these three 
ships. 

Figures 3 and 4 show a cover 
addressed to a seaman on the 
" Pelagos." The records indicate he 
was captured w ith the ship by the 
Germans, and later in 1941 apparently 
was returned to and released in 
Norway. Figures 5 and 8 show two 
covers addressed to seamen on the 

"S ir James Ross C lark ." 
The history is that when the 

thousands ofNonveg ian ships at 
sea heard of the German invasion 
of Norway on April 9, 1940, most 
sought to avoid return ing to Norway. 
Three such sh ips were off Eng land, 
and when they dec ided to contact 
British authorities, the "Suderny," the 
" Pelagos," and the "Sir James C lark 
Ross," - "whale factories" apparently 
along w ith "wha le catchers" - were 

directed to go to Halifax for further 
orders. 

6 

d 

< ..... "*::; 

To 

3e ..... "L..n C·rr.:>tcr:i I:. L1rse:i, 
... ,/.., "Pel'l ~os" 

c/ o 8 ... re of Po-.t Box i.o . 2~ N, 
Grc:.n~ Se~tr-1 .Lne-;c Po~t Office , 

u . .:> . l. 

Figure 3. An example of a cover from Temsberg from August, 1940, to a 
seaman on the "Pelagos ." 

ka.:,· be retur..,'3.". to '.;eor· Vren· , 
· ,.,..__ :.. ~ ~l est~ , :~vt:erGy , 

lJor.dy . 

, 

~ l ~ 
~.I 

~ 

~ 

/ 

~ 
~ 0 0 ~ z rJJ z ~ 

~ ~ < u 
~ 
~ 

Figure 4. Reverse of August, 1940, cove r in Figu re 3 s howing Nazi a nd 
Ca nadian ce nsor ta pes. 
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Examining Norway 
Examples 

The evidence from known 
covers suggests that Thomas 
Cook maintained books with 
the names and addresses of the 

Canadian senders, as well as the 

names and possibly the addresses 
of where the mail was sen t in 
occupied Europe. A 50-cent fee 
covered receiving one reply. Of 
course, the addressee in occupied 
Europe would have no way to 

know that, so sure ly additional 
replies were sent, sometimes 
from other fa mily members and 
friends who might concl ude that 
the addressee was actua ll y in New 

York. (How would they really 
know they were writing to an 
officia l " undercover" address?) 

These additional replies from 
Europe may have been either 
held or sent onward by Thomas 
Cook, which requested payment 
from the Canad ian addressee of 
an additional 25-cent fee. They 
may have been held when the 
addressee sti ll owed 25 cents 
from a previous "extra delivery." 
A nice examp le suggesting this 
case is shown by the pencil 
annotation added to the August 

!--.=,=-~ "''111111'" • 

~~* 
)( J <l;uJe. <t~ai-G~ 

i ( .£;,, ? ~ t4 C/:v, ~ <2 rl-1 ' 

( /,Yd l}; rt J(o. 2 Ii 2 

~·icwrJ., ~AaL ~vvdt CfJyd- rf# 
~j,,v-' 7.-Je 1/1) '-' 

Figure 5. An example of a cover from Sandefjord from August 30, 1940, 
to a seaman on the "Sir James Clark Ross." 

•Figure 6. A typical air mail cover 
from Fredrikstad , August 19, 1940, 
to Box 252. For an unknown reason 
it happened to receive a backstamp, 
as shown in Figure 7 . 

..,. Figure 7. The cover in Figure 6, 
backstamped in New York before 
getting Canadian censorsh ip (Tape 
C.64). There is no Nazi censorship 

;!l ___ .;,..-i~~~=~iiiil~iiimjiiiiii.lliiimiiiilliilliillliiiiilimll tape or handstam p. 

The Posthorn, May 2008 7 



19, 1940, seaman cover shown 
in Figure 8. That annotati on 
apparentl y reads "Sent to Hali fax 
Sept 26 - 25 ¢ to co ll ect. " ( I read 

thi s as meaning the contents were 
sent to Ha lifax w ith a note to 
return payment to Thomas Cook, 
and onl y thi s enve lope was he ld 
at Thomas Cook.) It is especia ll y 
interesting as it indicates the 

addressee 's address was in 
Hali fax . 

A few other annotated Box 
252 addressed cove rs are known . 
Aga in , though, even with kn own 
s lips requesting 25-cent payments 

to Thomas Cook in Toronto, 
there is no offi cial paperwork 
linking Box 252 in New York 
and Thomas Cook. The fi rm has 
ma intained that thi s info rmati on, 

Figure 8. Cover of August 19, 1940, with added penc il annotation , 
"Forwarded to Halifax Sept 26 - 25¢ to collect." 

and any records, did not survive the war. 

Mail Censorship 
The censorship of Box 252 ma il is often somewhat di stinctive because it usuall y had both Ax is 

and Canadi an censo r tapes. In a qui ck rev iew of I 00 non-No rwegian covers add ressed to Box 252 , 
the fo ll owing was noted: Three-quarters were from Germany, and a ll but one from Germany had Nazi 

censo rship, and a ll had Alli ed Censorship, a lmost always being Canadi an censorship . The ones from France 

and two fro m Ita ly onl y had Canadi an censorship. Ones from A lli ed or neutra l countri es, e.g ., Sweden, 
Russ ia, had onl y Canadi an censorship . Overa ll , a few had PC 90 censorship, e .g ., two fro m Denmark, but 
a ll the rest had Canadian censo rship. None had PC 90 and Canadi an censorship together. In to tal, onl y th ree 
covers were without Ax is censorship where it might have been ex pected, perhaps suggest ing a 3 percent 
pass-th rough rate of uncensored mail. (" P. C. 90" refers to the fo rm num ber on many censo r sea ling tapes. 

" P. C. " was a fa irl y standard prefi x used to identi fy the fo rms used throughout the British Empi re by the 

"Posta l Censorship," and thi s is th ought to be what P.C. stands fo r. Whether the number is "90" can depend 
on when and where it was used . An attempt was made, beg inning in the spring of 1942, to have P.C. 90 
throug hout the entire Imperi a l Censorship operati on, i.e., the British Empire and its Domini ons.) 

It is noteworthy, therefore, that the undercove r mail from Norway is often w ithout Naz i censo rship . 
Looking at the small sample here, it seems onl y about one in s ix or - 17 percent show Naz i censorship . 

It is known that the Naz is appea led to the merchant seamen to return home to Norway and perh aps took 
minimal act ion aga inst them when they were on a ship se ized by the Germans. Could it be that they wanted 
it to appear that there was no rea l repress ion and censorshi p in Norway? Were letters to seamen required to 
be mailed unsea led at No rwegian post offices so they did not have to be cut open and show censorship? In 
any event, it seems curious how few show azi censorship. Can any reader add deta il to thi s? 

A lso, very few covers addressed to Box 252, rega rdless of ori g in , have the usual A II ied censo rship -
fo r example, P.C. 90 censorship. The first suggest ion here is that the A lli ed censors were aware that Box 
252 mail was fo r Canada and that it would rece ive Canadi an censorship down the line. The Alli ed censo rs, 
therefo re, may not have bothered to censor thi s mail. The Canadi an censorship fo r thi s time peri od is 
shown by the "C.64" or the "C.53" on the censor tapes used on a ll of these cove rs from Norway. (Typi ca l 
Canadi an censor ta pes fo und on other Box 252 cove rs inc lude C. 18, 22, 24, 42 , 50, 54, 57, & 73, and 
others.) O ther censorship on some covers was sometimes Ameri can, done in New York C ity. For those w ith 

> 
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the P.C. 90 censorship tapes, it is more compl icated to know if this was done in Bermuda, or elsewhere, 
before arriving in New York. 

Speculation on Addresses and Handling 
Instructions provided by Thomas Cook were likely printed on a slip of paper or handstamped, in 

English, and enclosed in mai l into occupied Europe. It may have stated that, "Your reply to this letter 
should be addressed to me care of post box o. 252, Grand Central Annex Post Office, New York, U.S.A." 
l say thi s because covers are known from Europe with th is entire text written on them as the address' It is 
odd that Thomas Cook 's instructions might be given that way to a recipient who might not read Engl ish, 
but perhaps this happened where the seaman or other person sending those instructions from Canada didn't 
know English either. Were instructions ava ilable in Canada in different languages? We do not know. It is 
also odd that they did not use the proper American form fo r the address, which would have been " Post 
Office Box 252" or "P.O. Box 252" and the city and state "New York, N.Y," and not j ust the city and 
"U.S.A." l have seen only a few covers addressed to" ew York, N.Y." or specifying" ew York City." 
The rest have the same poorly constructed address forma t. 

As further speculation, I wonder if the address might originally have been proposed as a post office 
box in Buffalo, New York, wh ich would have been most convenient for Thomas Cook in Toronto. It could 
have been that U.S. postal authori ties objected and advised that a ew York City address would be better 
for them. A late change in the address might cause the sloppy address directive. 

Additionally, it is possible that mail to Box 252 at the Grand Centra l Annex post office was never 
picked up by the local Thomas Cook office people in New York but simply bundled at the U.S. post office 
and sent on to Canadian censorship. This is based on personal conversations years ago with Thomas Cook 
office personnel that used the Grand Central Annex post office for their mai l and with conversations with 
their then-retired mail clerk who picked up their mail dai ly from that post office during the war. He was 
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quite certa in he never saw quantity of ma il that was then passed on to Canada, and did not remember 
hav ing seen any such mail , a lthough spec ific box number information was not remembered. Business mail 
wou ld likely have been picked up from a postal c le rk rather than out of a lobby post office box. 

Of course, how the mail to Occupied Europe, including Norway, was handled is st ill unknown and 

different ways may have been used. In summary, th ere are still mysteri es to be revealed regarding World 
War ll undercover mail. 

(The author collects WWJJ Thomas Cook-related undercover mail and irnuld appreciate any additional 
information, comments, or questions. Con/act Ed Fraser; 195 Marine Street, Farmingdale, NY 117 35 
(USA), or email edji-aser@gmail.com.) 

(Acknowledgements: Thanks to Paul Nelson, Alan Warren, Siri Lawson, the late Ari Lind, and Paul 
A /bright.for their help with this article.) 

References: 
Articles about the Thomas Cook undercover mail forward ing during WWI I general ly are about the British serv ice 
through London. The classic overview article is "Post Box 506, Lisbon - Correspondence in World War II ,'' by A. E. 
Gilbert, Stamp Collecting, December 21, 1978. While he did a diligent job, Gilbert was working with a universe or on ly 
166 reported covers at the time. (No Norwegian, 13 Danish , and 5 Fin ni sh. ) There are at least I 00 artic les in many 
philatelic publications on undercover ma il in the past 30 years. 

The origi nal articles reporting Box 252, Grand Central Annex mail as an undercover address for Canada were written 
by Kenneth Rowe, avai lable on line as "The Mystery of Box 252, a World War 11 Accommodation Address" BNA 
Topics, March-April , 1976, and "Post Box 252, New York" Canadian Philatelist, Vol. 30, o 6: Nov-Dec, 1979. At 
that time, no orwegian covers were reported. 

A.E. Gi lbert and Jim Lewis co-authored an article on Box 252 covers in the Third Reich Study Croup Bulletin #47, in 
1978. A fo llow- up arti cle is "Box 252," TRSC Bulletin #58, by Art Hecker. 

References to covers involvi ng Norway are rare. The comprehensive treatise by Svein Andreassen "Norge - Postveier 
og sensur under den annen verdenskrig" (U tgitt av Norsk Fi lateli stforbund og Fi late li stisk Forlag a/s, Bergen 1995, 
259 pages) shows one Box 252 cover from Bergen on June 16, 1941 , and references the Thomas Cook Lisbon serv ice. 
In add iti on, he discusses some Thomas Cook hi story and illustrates some Box 506 Lisbon covers, including one 
Norwegian exampl e. He also discusses severa l other mail schemes used during the war. The book is onl y in Norwegian. 

Siri Lawson maintains a Web site on Norwegian seamen at http ://www.warsai lors.com/oddswar/frameoddlinks.html. 
In formation on the "Suderoy," "Pelagos" and "S ir James Clark Ross" can be found at http ://www.warsa ilors.com/ 
singleships/suderoy. htm l and at http ://www.warsa il ors.com/freefteet/nortraship.html. There is also a review of how the 
Norwegian government in ex il e arranged for control of the huge Norwegian shipping industry in the war and assisted 
the All ied war effort. Crew li sts are apparently incomplete, but some like the "Pelagos," which was captured by the 
Germans in Antarctica in January, 1941 , list captured orwegian seamen in fai r detail. It is also not clear wh ich seamen 
were officia ll y the crew of the whale factory, or may have been strictly whale chaser sh ip crew, or if this changed back 
and forth. 

A Box 506 cover is discussed in "Gertrude van Tijn and the Rescue of Dutch Jews" by Larry Ne lson, American 
Philatelist, September, 2006. 

Correction 

An incorrect caption was attached to Figure 12 in the art icl e, "Ry - a Refugee Camp in Denmark, 
1945- 1949" (February, 2008, Posthorn, page 12) . The capti on should read : 

Figure 12. Lisbeth became ill with a flu infection , and a sick note , dated August 27 , 1947, was stamped 
with a rare rectangular camp stamp "Flygtningelejren Rye ," as well as a two-line stamp "Arbeitseinsatz/ 
Abt Krankmelding ." 
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The Great Danish Postal Robbery of 1845 

74 Wargong. 
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Figure 1 a. Banner from Fyens Stifts. 

The January, 16, 1845, issue 
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the Diocese of Fynen (Fyens St[fis 
Kongelig ene privilegerede Adresse
samt Avertissementstidene) (see Figure 
I a) repo1ted in its national news section 
(F cedrelandet=the fatherland) that there 
had been a postal robbery the previous 

Figure 1 b. The clipping reporting the posta l robbery. 

week on the route from Helsing0r to Copenhagen (see Figure I b). 
The news cl ipping reads: .. In regard to the posta l robbery on the Helsing0r route, a Royal Commission, 

consisting of Assessor Brun and Roya l Attendant, District Judge Ha1thausen, was constituted to investigate 
the case. The suspects have already been brought to Copenhagen ... 

A Stealthy Night Robbery 
What was this all about? 
According to the Royal Archives,1 and an account in the 200-year anniversary booklet issued by the 

Hirschholm (now H0rsholm) Post Offi ce,2 the nighttime robbery took place between January 9-10, 1845, 
apparently in Rudeskov, north of Holte, on the route from Copenhagen (via Lyngby and H0rsholm) to 
Helsing0r. 

The mai l was carried on a diligence(= stagecoach,3 see Fig. 24 ) , which was manned by a postillion on 
the box and a conductor. After 1840, when the package post from Kiel and Eckern forde was robbed and the 
postillion killed, it was common practice to have two men aboard if the transported postal bags had va lue of 
more that 2000 Rdl. 5 Passengers could also fulfill the requirement olhav ing more than one person aboard . 

During this trip, neither the posti llion nor the conductor noticed anythi ng amiss, but when the 
locked mail compartment was opened in Hirschholm (H0rsholm), the bag was missing. The police were 
summoned and the matter referred to the postal authorities. 

The roya l commission mentioned earl ier was appointed to investigate the matter and find the thieves. 
They found that the guilty parties were two stable boys who worked at the Hirschholm postal way station. 
The hostler, one Nie ls Larsen, was also found to be complicit. Larsen was accused of fab ricating a copy of 
the key that the two stable boys used to open the coach 's locked mai l compartment. 

> 
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Apparen tl y, the robbery 
occurred as the coach drove 
slowly up a hill in Rudeskov. 
The thieves had heard that 
there would be a shipment 

-1 8 5 0 -

Di ligence fra 1850. 

of money on this pa1ticular 
coach, and had hidden 
themselves on the road with 
the intention of burgling the 
coach. Luckily, the conductor 
had taken the va luables into 
the coach with him. Since the 
money was not in the locked 
compartment, it was safe. The 
rest of the stolen posta l objects 
were later fo und under a 
bridge near the south entrance 
to H0rsholm. Figure 2: A diligence from 1850 

Postmaster Reprimanded, Released 
The investi gation did not leave the postmaster in H0rsholm , Jens Madsen Hvidberg,6 in a favorab le 

light. He apparently was se ldom in the Post Office in the eveni ngs, even though hi s instructions were that 
he should personally open incoming mailbags. He apparently had asked the postal administration to be 
excused from ni ght duty, but his request had been denied. 

Hvidberg apparently made the decision to turn the key to the stagecoach's mail locker over to hi s 
assistant, Larsen, who handl ed the post from his bed, whenever the post conductor brought him post from 
the incom ing stagecoach at night. Hostler Larsen, who was also a potter at the post office, was known as an 
unreliab le person who was not averse to taking a shady advantage of a situati on. Despite this, Postmaster 
Hvidberg had given him the keys to the postal locker in the stagecoach. It was also known to Hvidberg, 
that when Larsen had the locker key in hi s possession he occasionall y gave it to the stable boys. The 
investigation also showed that Hvidberg occasiona ll y let Larsen keep possession of the mailbags overnight, 
as they frequently came to the county offices when it was too late to deliver them. The mailbags contained 
no trivial amount; frequently I 0,000 to 12,000 Rd!. 

Why was Postmaster Hvidberg so apparently caval ier in hi s treatment of the keys to mailbags 
containing currency and other va luables? As we ll as being postmaster, he owned the local inn and attached 
fa rm(s), compri sing I 00 tdr. 7 land . He had a manager of the inn, one Regina Rei nhard , who saw to the 
inn's operation. Hvidberg thus seems to have been most interested in the operations of the farms and their 
animals, leav ing operation of the inn to Reinhard and the fun ctions of the post office to Larsen. 

Hvidberg received a royal reprimand fo r the incident and a suggested fine of 50-100 Rd!. The King, 
after taking the circumstances of the case into account, and fo ll owi ng some correspondence between the 
General Administrati on of the Post and the Royal Finance Commi ss ion , allowed the situation to be resolved 
with Hvidberg bei ng honorably di smissed. On October 3, 1845 , Hvidberg left hi s pos ition, effecti ve 
January I, 1846, wi th a yearly pension of2 l 7 Rd!. 

At the time, the case took on overwhelming proportions. In all, 21 people were prosecuted for the theft. 
The two stab le boys were sentenced to 7 and I 0 yea rs at hard labor, and Larsen was sentenced to five years 
of hospital com muni ty service. 

Postmaster H vidberg took the matter very much to heart and could not avo id the many mean-spirited 
rumors that circulated. The investigative commi ss ion's chairman, Assessor Brun, was sympathetic to 
Hvidberg 's diffi cult position and tri ed hi s best to get to the bottom of the case. Even though Hvidberg had 
been neg ligent in hi s duty as postmaster, he apparently managed to get ou t of the case with hi s honor (and 
hi s pension) intact. 
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It might be noted that the 1-1 irschholm Post Office enjoys the, perhaps, singular distinction of being 
the subject of a poem by nationally recognized poet Henrik Herz ( 1797- 1870), who wrote " Posthuset i 
H irschholm" as a part of the cycle "Erindringer fra H irschholm" (Memories from H irschholm) in 1832.8 • 

(Acknowledgement: Many thanks to Toke N@rby, a usual, for information and interest.) 

Endnotes 
' Toke N0rby, Den Danske Pos1e1a1 / - 1624-1927 (1983) DDPE-1, Forlag Norbyhus (not yet issued). 
' N.A.L. Christensen, red., /-/irschho/111 Pos1kon1or 200 Ar, p.24-25, ( 1972). Although this piece is written with modern Danish 
spell ing and capitalization rules, the language seems to be somewhat archaic. Thus, the art ic le probably has older antecedents. A 
history of the H0rsholm post office can be found in 1-1 . Hjorth-Niclscn, red., Del Danske Pas/- og Te/egmf Vcesen, Bind I I I, Selskabct 
"Vort Sam fund," p. I 05 (I 933). 
3 The word "di ligence" comes from the French word connoting speed, dispatch, or haste, and is used, although somewhat rarely, in 
Danish today. The word ex isted in English as well, but is now obsolete. In Denmark at this time, the coach seated either 9 or I I , and 
was pulled by a team of four. 
4 From: J. Madsen, red .. Dansk Portrcetgalleri-Det Kg/. Danske Poslrcesen, A. Christiansens Forlag, p.79 ( 1904). 
5 Rbd is the abbreviation for Rigsbankdaler, the basic unit of Danish currency after February I, 18 13. Each Rbd was divided into 96 
Rigsbankski llings (Rbs). On May 24, 1854, the currency was renamed Rigsm0nt, and the un its were renamed Rigsdaler (Rd!) and 
Skill ing Rigsm0nt (sk). Later, Den mark and Sweden formed a monetary union and. on January I, 1875, converted to kroner (kr. ) and 
ore (o) at the rate of 2 kr. equivalent to I Rdl. [1 krone = 100 0re]. See D. Cornelius. A11 /111roduc1ion of the Postal His1ory o/Denmark 
1624 1950, Bath Press, p. 32 1 ff. (2004). 
6 Jens Madsen J-l vidbcrg, baptized 06.07. 180 I , law degree 1829, postmaster in 1-1 irschholm 0 I. I 0.1829 - 31.12.1845, when he was 
dismissed with roya l clemency and a llowed to keep his pension.' 
7 Farmland areas in Denmark were traditionally, and to some extent are still. measured in barrels (londe, 1d1:): The area of land that 
could be planted with one barrel of seed. One tdr. is approximately 1.36 acres. 
8 See http://www.kall iope.org/digt.pl?longdid=hertz20011 2280 I. 

Danish Cigarette Stamps Include Single Pack 
By Paul Nelson, coordinato1~ Scandinavia Revenues Stud)! Group 

A Web site for a particularly amusing product of cigarette papers is 
located at http://rol Iingsupreme.com/Products/Rol I ing_Papers/Rol Ii ng_ 
Card/. Claus Rafner of Copenhagen sent me a pack of these papers, 
complete with the Danish contro l stamp for cigarette papers. 

European Union regulations no longer allow the papers to be taxed as 
they previously were in Denmark. 1 nstead, the Danish govern ment places 
a contro l stamp on the packs. These control stamps look exactl y like 
the former cigarette tax stamps, except for minor varieties in text. This 
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one says "Cigaretpapir" and in this case "20 stk," meaning 20 
pieces. 

Nearby is a scan of both sides of this pack. The entire thing, 
.- ~ .- packaged to resemble a credit card, is enclosed in a stiff plastic 

envelope, which is sealed with the control stamp. Promi nent on 
the package is the phrase "DON 'T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT 
EM," which is an obvious play on the phrase used by a credit card company in the U.S. The paper 
is made in Spain and packaged in China. 

Another item from Rafner shown nearby is a simi lar stamp but for " 1 stk," or one piece. 
1 magine a package containing one cigarette paper, and which bears a control stamp for one 
cigarette paper' Consider the cost involved in packaging and stamping a single cigarette paper. 

Claus Rafner's Web site at www.rafner.dk contains further info rmation about Danish revenue 
stamps in general. • 
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From Norway to the Orient 
By Frederick A. Bro.fas 

I suppo e there have always been restless young men looking around for adventu re. Indeed, such a 
fe llow was my maternal grandfather, Peter Michael Vosgraf Hauff of Arendal, Norway. After a stint at his 
fa ther's business in London, he boarded a shi p and headed for the Far East. 

Eventually, he came to Saigon in the French colony of lndo-China (now Vietnam). There, he joined a 
shipping firm, which among other things supplied the Imperial Russian Asiatic Fleet. In November, 1905, 
the Russian battleshi p " Diana" arrived in Saigon, with its commander Prince Alexandre Lieven. ln the 
course of business, he appointed French businessman Marc Mottet as Honorary Vice Consul. He was to 
take charge of the affairs in that area on behalfofthe Russ ian government. Mottet did this unti l he became 
seriously ill in April , 1910, and had to move to Switzerland. Mottet turned over the job of Imperial Russian 
Vice Consul to his fri end and business partner, the Norwegian Peter Hauff. Hauff continued matters for 
several years until he moved to the south of France, where he died in 195 1. 

Pictured here is a fine example of revenue-stamped paper with a documentary tax stamp imprinted in 
red along the left side. This offi cially confi rmed the transfer of the consulate to the man who became my 
grand fa ther. 

Hauff also did some explorations along the Mekong River, at Angkor Wat, and elsewhere. He was 
awarded the order of the Dragon of Cambodia by the French President, the Order of the Parasol and Mi llion 
Elephants by the King of Laos and was made a Mandarin by the Emperor Bao Dai of Annam. Along the 
way, he married a Laotian woman who became my maternal grandmother. 

Altogether a remarkable man. I am proud to have his medals and dip lomas safely preserved. • 

(Editor :S Note: The authOJ; who is three~fourths Norwegian heritage and one-fourth Laotian, attributes his 
patience in more than 50 years ofphi/atelic writing to his genetic link with the Orient.) 

Vice Consul Hauff wearing some of 
his medals from foreign nations. 

( 
/ ... ("' . / i • 

.J:' •{"'"' • / ,_, f <f""'7 - " 
,.,/, '"~""',. ,:z. /~ ·-:; --.,I-

) , , ~-

,,; / ~.. ,,,,,. ~,,,,. ?<'I',..._ ,, • 

• r/,,_""""...._. 
t~ • .....d". ..,.. 1¥~"4: ~t.- h ,... ,.,,,../6 ,, , , 

/ . . 
/<L.Q~«.t...u~e.o- ,,,,. ,u,,,} ,_, /,/ .,,.<•'"N•<--" ,..,_,,, 7 ..,.,,, {_,...,_,. 

'I..- .o.q""""7~.L 7 { tf~C<#' l ,_ 1' j ,._,,..._µ> ,-'/. 0~- · 

1-<u ·M _,.,,, ,~,..,- ~ C"...-. , , • • •<~-<'T-1~/' C--r L""1<> ' -<?·:,--vt-

-'fu.,._.t,c ~ 0<-.:~r•a ·• , ,,,.,,,,.. ,ro- 4 ..:Ju.1 ~/,,?.,,-_../ 

_...,,~"" .~ F;.,,,,.J 4 . ,"".,:; · 1 ',,,,~ -'• ~~ ~"''y' 

~ .,.,. .. ,. ,,,..,,.,., . , ' • )" - /?' 
/Q) ~ r ~ ~ ;"· .~ .. ·~ ~ f">-:v -

--"' ,q ... #...-tc #.-·~/'# : .... ,..,, - ·..a " .-:rie. ......... ""'~ r/. . 

4. /~ .I. /''{ ~ ... ,_i £..., . # ..... . /' ........... ...;_;:. ~ .. '; (;-_ 

f., ,~ .... ,.., l: .. ~ .. -v ,_ ,,.,.:. ...,. ,,., ., .,., _,..,.. / L·. 

• V' .,.. ,._:£ /~ 7~ _, ,;--· ~ '" 
~~·~-_, ~ • ,. "' - •• / > 

~ ,,,,._ ,___,.,..~ 1, a..,._..r .n~ /., 1~< 
( ,,. 

,..., ff,,. _, • ~ . 

The Poslhom, May 2008 15 



Book Reviews 

Gron/and- Inse/ der Arktis (Greenland - Island of the Arctic) by Gerhard 
MUiler. 53!.x8 '1. inches, 150 pages, softbound, in German, with brief 
Eng li sh introduction. Published by Forschungsgemeinschaft "Nordische 
Staaten," price, including postage, to U.S. (in euros): 14.00 (printed 
matter surface rate) , or 19.00 (airma il letter), or 2 1.00 (registered airma il 
letter), from the secretary Roland Daebel, Stolzenhagener Weg 4, D-16515 
Orani enburg, Germany, e-mail: info@nordische-staaten.de. PayPal 
accepted (contact secretary Daebel for details). 

The book is a presentation of Gerhard MUiler 's former exhibit of 
Greenland postal hi story which reaped, among other distinctions, five 
go ld medals at important international events. Its purpose is to preserve 
a complete record of what must have been one of the more important 
Green land postal hi story col lections of our time by maki ng black-and
white images of this unique material accessib le for philatelic research after 
the co llection was sold in 2006 and subsequently di spersed by an auction house. 

FG NOROISCHE STAATEN EV 

GA0 NLAND • INSEL DEA AAKTIS 

Q 
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NactMse zum Exponat YOn 

Gemard MUiier 

The exquisite material reflects and documents, by way of postal items, many aspects of Green land's 
hi storical development, from early co lon ial times (remarkab le pre-philatelic letters from 1784 and 1824), 
exploration (exped ition mail) , the disruptions of World War II (censored mail , devious postal routes) , to 
the early post-war period with its beginnings of a modern postal service. It features a wide range of unique 
postal arrangements and modes of posta l transport peculiar to Greenl and, such as mail by dog-sled and 
kayak, and illustrates the difficulties imposed on mail distribution by the country's geography and climate. 

Due emphasis is given to the American presence in Greenland, with mail from pioneering flights 
(Byrd, Lindbergh, MacGregor) , research activ ities (Ice Island T-3), and a specia l chapter devoted to 
fieldpost to and from U.S. bases during and after World War II , with a number ofrarities. Fo llowing an 
introduction , 143 ex hib ition pages are presented, all written up succinct ly (to comply with exhib ition rules) 
but adequate ly to bring home the significance and specia l aspects of each item presented. 

- Rolf Dornbach 

LAPE Special Stamp Catalog of Finland. 784 pages, 6 :Y.x9 31. inches, perfect bound, stiff covers, color 
illustrations, Philatelic Service of Finland , Turku, Finland, 2007. ISSN 1797-0644, about $85 plus postage 
from philatelic book dealers. 

This specialized cata log of Finland is not published every year but it remains an impo1iant resource for 
collectors of this country. The previous ed iti on in 2004 was sma ller in size (dimensions) and fewer pages. 
The larger size improves utility. The text is still mostly Finnish and Swedish although each stamp subject is 
identified in Eng li sh as we ll. Parts of the introductory material are also in a ll three languages . 

Fo llowing a short description of pre-stamp mail , the early cancels are va lued for the straight line, 
boxed, single and double ring postmarks. Then, 19111 Century stamped covers are li sted for both domestic 
and foreign destinations. 

The stamp li stings begin with the oval issues and the serpentine rou lettes. The 19111 Century stamps are 
dealt with in some detail in al l three languages. The stamp li sting proceeds chronologica ll y with significant 
descriptions of the major definitive series that touch on paper, watermarks, perforations, sheet layout, gum, 
etc. Va lues are shown for mint, used, on cover, and first-day covers. Issues through 2007 are included. 
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Following the stamp listings are personal stamps, offici al yearbooks and maximum cards, bus parcel 
stamps, fi eld post, East Karelia, North lngermanland, Aunus, stamp booklets, including slot mach ine types, 
Frama labels fo r both Finland and Aland, Christmas seals, shipping company stamps, Helsinki and Tampere 
local post, rai lway stamps, revenues, perfins, postal stationery, rate tables ( 1875-2000), and commemorati ve 
cancels from 1920 to 1979. 

The stamps of Aland ( 1984-2007) are then listed, includ ing booklets, official year sets, and maximum 
cards. All items are shown in color. The LAPE catalogs have been pub li shed fo r more than 70 years and 
this latest one will serve the collector of Finland and related areas extremely well. 

- A Ian Warren 

fs!enskir Stimplar fs !andsp6sts HF, Brtllll; Rilllu og Ve/s timplar 1998-2007 (Bridge, roller, and machine 
cancels of fceland Post), by Gestur Baldursson and J:>6r J:>orsteins, 40 pages, A4 size, piral-bound, in 
Icelandic and English, Felag frimerkjasafnara, 2007, ISBN 978-9979-70-34 7- 1, $20.00 (U.S.) postpaid. 
prepayment required, from Gestur Baldursson, Arnartange 52, 270 Mosfellsbaer, Ice land; email, sturi@ 
ml.IS. 

This recently published book from Felag frimerkjasafnara (The Stamp Col lectors Cl ub) in Reykjavik 
deals with all date cancels by lslandsp6stur hf. - bridge-, roller- and machine-cancels - from 1998-2007. 
It is published in A4 form size (about 8x l I Yi'' ), 40 pages in length, and shows reduced-sized pictures of all 
the cancels. The text is in Ice landic and English . 

lslandsp6stur hf. was estab li shed January I, 1998, and all cancelers and other devices from the former 
authori ties were taken over by the new administration of the Post. These are now described or illustrated in 
the new book by authors Gestur Baldursson and J:>6r J:>orsteins. By 1999, new cancelers were introduced to 
include the name of the new authority in the bridge and some of the machine cancels. This book provides 
the earliest known usage of each of these cancels, information about any post office closing dates, and 
similar data. 

One point that is stressed is that many of the cancels were used for phi late I ic favor cancels at the Post 
center at St6rhof6i Reykjavik beginning March I 0, 2005. These are indicated by an asterisk in the tabular 
data. 

- Paul Nelson 

Norske Studenter /nternerl 1943-1945, by Erik L0rdahl. 94 pages, 6 Yix9 
Yi inches, card covers, perfect bound, in Norwegian, War and Philabooks, 
Tarnasen, Norway, 2007. ISBN 978-82-92826-0 1-0, available from 
War and Phi labooks, Gydas v. 52, 14 13 Tarnasen, Norway, or www. 
warandfieldpost.com. 

As Germany occup ied Nordic countries in the early months of World 
War 11, it sought to control the political unrest and activity of groups of 
university students opposed to the occupation. This book examines the 
treatment of Norwegian students who were interned at camps in Norway, 
Germany, and elsewhere, with a special focus on the handling of mail to 
and from the student internees. 

A few students were sent to Norwegian camps at Berg and Stavern, 
and examples of mail to and from Stavern are shown. A list of postal 
regulations at Berg is reproduced. The first student group sent out of 

ERIK L0 ROAHL 

NORSK~ STUDENTER 
INTERNERT 1943 · 1945 

Norway was interned at Sennheim, Germany near the Swiss border. Examples of incoming and outgoing 
mail for Sennheim are shown including letters, covers, posta l cards, a parcel rece ipt, and related items. 
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There are also many photos of student groups , camp officers, buildings, and work details that convey the 
reality of the camp's atmosphere. The second group of students went to Buchenwald concentration camp 
near Weimar. Others went to Neuengamme near Hamburg. In addition to these major camps, others were 

identified as holding Norwegian students. 
Much of the postal materi a l illustrated in thi s handbook shows a variety of censorship devices 

including resea ling tapes, handstamps, and chemical treatment to detect secret writing. The book concludes 
with a li sting of several hundred students by name and the dates they were sent to the various camps or 
transferred between camps. A brief list of abbreviations and bibliographic references appear near the end of 
the book. 

This fascinating study of student internees and the handling of the ir mail reflects considerable research 
on the part of author Erik L0rdahl and several other postal historians whom he acknowledges. 

The Return Post of the Danish Postal Service, by Kurt Hansen and John R. 
Sabin. 96 pages, 5 !2x8 Yi inches, perfect bound, card covers, JRS Publi shing, 
Gainesville FL, 2007. $35 postpaid to U.S. addresses, $45 elsewhere, from 
John R. Sabin, 415 NW 23'd St., Gainesville FL 32607-2618 (USA). 

This book is essentially the trans lation from Danish to Eng lish of five 
articles by Kurt Hansen that originally appeared in Nordisk Filatelistisk 

Tidsskrift, published by the Copenhagen Philatelic Club, in 2004-2005. John R. 

Sabin translated the articles and added some comments and end notes, making 
this subject matter more widely available to collectors. 

Hansen studied the handling of mail returned to the sender by the Danish 
postal service. He found little information in the literature and so he compiled 

this record of the return labels or vignettes, the return resealing labels, and 

special return envelopes used by Denmark Post. 

- A Ian Warren 

The first resealing labe l was issued in 1878 and was to be used only on returned domestic mail. The 
1890 issue had four printings and thus more e rrors and varieties. The authors also show proofs that exist. 
The labels were printed in sheets of eight and the varieti es can be identified by position. Each printing is 
also identified by perforations and color shade. 

Similar detailed treatment is offered for the redesigned labels issued in 1915, 1930, 1934, 1935, 

and 1964. Further desi gns were released in the latter part of the 201h Century, but there is insufficient 
information to date them accurately. An international resealing label also was used to return mail from the 
dead letter office to the sender abroad, but, again , the period of use is uncertain. 

Readers will see a number of covers in fine color showing use of these resea ling labe ls . Also illustrated 
are several examples of special return envelopes in which the original letter was enclosed and addressed 

to the sender, often without additional postage required. The final chapters describe various labels with 

specific instructions such as Unknown, Not Collected, Forbidden, Deceased, and Insufficient Address used 
for the return of international ma il. The authors describe the printing of such labels in sheets and strips. 

An appendix illustrates multiples of the domestic labels in blocks and strips. Some attempts at 
cataloging were done by AFA and Facit, but the most complete listing is that of Scandinavian dea ler Jay 
Smith. A table relates the three numbering systems to one another. The book ends with a g lossary and 

reference notes . 
Postal historians of Danish philately will ga in a better understanding of the special treatment of ma il 

described in this book. The color illustrations are excellent. • 

- A Ian Warren 
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David Feldman 
PHILATELISTS • AUCTIONEERS 
'Your refia6[e partner over 40 years 

Sell in Euro and get 50% more $$ 

Hammer €7'500 
($11 '700) 

/C,. ,~~""'''' fl:,;fmz~ 
ft-<~. , ~/(;"'-;;;::-(~ l:;;t~(/ I~· 

~· 4-V.'/1~0 ~ 

Lot 10059 from our 2 April 2008 sale 
Starting Price €80'000 ($125'000) 

Hammer Price €190'000 ($296'000) 

Lot 10283 
Start €150 
Hammer €1 '600 
($2'496) 

Next Auction including the third part of the 
Sweden " Kristal! " collection 

2-6 October 2008 
Call today to consign your Sweden or any other areas. 

David Feldman SA, 175 route de Chancy, PO. Box 81 , CH-1213 Onex, Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: 011 41 22 727 07 77, Fax 011 41 22 727 07 78, Email: admin@davidfeldman com, Website www.davidfeldman.com 

Representation in 25 cities on all 5 continents 
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President's Letter 
Mats Roing 

Thoughts of Spring 
In the sp ring, philately sometimes takes the backseat to other act iviti es, espec iall y 

those out of doors . As an accountant, the end of tax season s igna ls the beg inning of 

springt ime for me. This spring has been busy with trainin g and planning fo r an attempt 
to c limb Denali in A laska. This peak is the hi ghest point in North A meri ca (20,320 
feet) and one of the mountains I have wanted to c limb for years. By the time you read thi s, I am probably 
somewhere on the mountain. O ur party has set aside 18 days on the mounta in. Good weathe r is the key, as 

usua l. 

O ne of the many benefits of philately is stress relief. There is additional stress fo r me during tax 

season, but I managed to spend a coupl e weekends o rgani z ing Swedish ea rl y coil s stamps of 1920-193 6. 
Can life be much better th an having some ni ce mus ic in the background, a good cup of tea, and a few 
thousand co il s stamps to orga ni ze? Perhaps we should lobby fo r a nat iona l philatelic stress-re lief holiday! 

Annual Meeting at Chicagopex 
Ivar Sundsb0 of Norway w ill be the SCC visiting judge thi s year. He also wi ll make a presentati on in 

conjuncti on wi th o ur annua l meeting on November 22. There still is time to enter exhibits to thi s ex hibition . 
Warren Grosjean is the primary SCC ex hibit contact fo r Chicagopex. Mark Lorentzen is hi s back-up. For 
NORD IA 2008, the ro les are reve rsed. You wi ll find th e ir contact information on the Officers ' Page. 

John DuBois wi ll represent SCC in the Court of Honor w ith hi s DWI postal hi story ex hibit, which won 

th e Grand Award at NORDJ A 2006 in Helsinki. You can read more about SCC act iv iti es at Chicagopex 
e lsewhere in thi s issue . I look forwa rd to see ing many of you in Chicago, and I can assure yo u that you will 
not regret taking part. 

Welcoming Randy Tuuri to the Board 
Edward Bode has stepped down as Vice Pres ident for Chapters. We are very gratefu l fo r his 

contribution to the society and are pleased that he w ill continue to lead our Cyber Chapter. Randy Tu rri 
of Ca li fornia is takin g over the chapter vice presidency, and we we lcome him to the board. (See Chapter 
Reports for more in fo rm ation.) 

As yo u might know, 2008 is an e lection yea r for certain positions. If yo u are interested in becoming 
more in vo lved on a broader leve l w ith the sec, please contact any of us on the board and we wi ll seek out 

a good fit. 

Stimulating the next generation of collectors 
Something we shou ld think abo ut is creating a " Youth Coordin ator" position, or a s imilar ly named 

post. The purpose would be to generate interest among the youn ger generati on . It 's tou gh com petiti on to 
get the attenti on fro m kid s these days. But we know w hat a rewarding hobby thi s is , and , thus, there is hope 

that others wi ll catch on. 
I soon w ill be visit ing two nieces , ages 5 and 7, in Minnesota. I have an act ion plan for the weekend to 

introduce them to the world of stamp co llecting. In the next iss ue, I w ill let yo u know how it went! 

Monthly E-Newsletter 
Be su re to update me (mr2284 I @ gmaiI. com) or Executive Secretary Don Brent ( dbrent4 7@ sprynet. 

com) with your current e-ma il address so th at you will receive the monthly e lectroni c news letter that I have 

sent out s ince last yea r. • 
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News from the Home Office 

Don Brent 

Membership Crisis? 
As I closed out the membership renewals thi s year, I counted 38 names on the 

non-renewed list. Those are the members who do not respond to the renewal notices 
and not those who inform us they are resigning, or any who we learn are deceased. This 
year 's drops were fewer than the 50 members last year, but still it's not good. Sure, we 
are going to lose some members for a variety of reasons - age, eyes ight, and changing interests. These are 
all val id and expected, but the result is that every year we lose members. 1 can remember yea rs when there 
were 70 non-renewals. The problem is that we aren't gaining new members to replace those leaving. 

For more than 10 years as SCC Executive Secretary, I have seen membership drop from 897 to today's 
total of 66 1 individual annual and life members. ls this a problem? ls it unexpected? As to the second 
question , I don ' t think so. I read in the philatelic press that circulation is down. APS membership is down. 
Societies are no different. A case in point is the recent shutting down of the Philate li c Computing Study 
Group and the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society. 

We are told that there are more stamp collectors today. Where are they? Are they on the Internet? 
Buying new issues from the USPS? We are told dealers sa les and auction results are up. I can believe this. 
As we get older, we probably spend more on our hobby. But I don 't see the new collectors. Go to most 
shows and you see the same faces. Most of us in the SCC would be classified as adult intermediate or 
advanced collectors. So, we fall into that group that is losing members. We are the ones reading philatelic 
publications and belong to the APS and other specialist soc ieties. In short, we are the aging ones whose 
numbers are dwindling. The decline in numbers, therefore, should not be unexpected. 

My first question was whether this is a probl em? In the short term, it probably is not too important 
that membership has diminished . SCC is financially sound. Our journal , The Posthorn, has made dramatic 
improvements and wins awards regularly. It is by far and away our biggest draw. This does not, however, 
minimize our other services and benefits, which also have improved. Combined, SCC offers a terrific 
value to our members. So, for the time being, the drop in membership has not been a problem. Perhaps the 
question should be re-phrased as to whether this slide in membership will be a problem in the future. The 
answer here is less clea r. 

As we get older as a group (and we surely are doing that) , will we be able to continue to enjoy the 
same level of success? To continue to succeed, it seems to me that we must attract new, younger members. 
Our current President is an example of a younger member stepping up. Mats Roing exemplifies the type of 
member we need to move forward. Promoting youth collecting is a fin e ideal and necessary for the general 
health of the hobby, but specialist societies are built with collectors who have moved beyond the beginning 
stages of collecting and have se lected countries, regions, or spec ialties on which to concentrate. 

A strong society requires energetic young adults to fill the ranks and move up the ladder to take 
leadership roles. Where will we find them? The quick answer is that new members will be found on the 
Internet, but that may be only partially correct. The Internet may provide the bulk of new members (as it 
does now), but will these members be able or have the des ire to be directly involved with the running of 
SCC. Ability to lead the SCC may be a problem. While the Internet provides an international platform to 
attract new members, the SCC is a national soc iety. We highl y value our many overseas members. They are 
an important asset linking SCC to other Scandinavian collecting groups. Nevertheless, the running of the 
SCC necessarily is an activity that is based in the U.S. 

As for desire to serve, without direct personal contact how will the new members be persuaded to 
get more involved? I believe some collectors relish the anonymity of the Internet and have no desire 
to be actively involved . We are all different - in vary ing degrees introvert or extrovert. Those pri vate 
indi viduals will be members, read their Posthorn , use the Library and the Stamp Mart, but never meet 
another member. This is fin e and I respect that. An important question becomes how do we develop 
members to actively participate in the running of SCC? This returns us to the question of the future and 
where we are headed. 

(continued on page 24) 
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The Scandinavian Collectors Club 
Founded November 25, 1935 

SCC Website: www.scc-onl ine.org 

Elected Officers 
President: Mats Roing, 39 Englewood Ave., Apt. 6, Bri ghton, MA 02135 ; mr2284 l@gmail.com 

Vice President: Herbert R. Volin , 2726 . Main St., Walnut Creek, CA 94597-2750; HRVolin@aol.com 

Vice President, Chapters: Randy Tuuri, 29 Cambridge Way, Piedmont, CA 94611 ; tuurifam@comcast.net 

Secretary: Roger Quinby, 12425 Danc liffTrace, Alpharetta, GA 30004; rpqu inby@aol.com 

Treasurer: Kauko Aro, 325 Riverwood Rd., Mooresville, C 28 117; kiaro@adelphia.net 

Immediate Past President: John DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp., 22 Kane Industri al Dr., Hudson, MA 
0 1749; j ld@thlogic.com 

Directors: Jerry F. Eggleston , PO Box 829, Breckenridge, CO 80424; jfe3@mindspring.com 

Warren Grosjean, 32 Juniper Rd., Wayne, NJ 07470; warren@ Derma-Safe.com 

Mark Lorentzen, 2910 Nelson Way, #603, Santa Monica, CA 90405 ; pumamarco@ 
roadrunner.com 

Eric Roberts, PO Box 46021 , Houston, TX 77056; eric.roberts@ kbr.com 

John Salmi , 5907 Betsworth Ave., Wi nnipeg, MB, Canada 93ROJ8; jsalmi5@shaw.ca 

A lan Warren , PO Box 39, Exton, PA 19341-0039; alanwar@att.net 

Appointed Officers 
Executive Secretary: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent47@sprynet.com 

Library Committee: Paul Albright, Howard Benson, Roger Cichorz, Greg Frantz, Jim Kilbane, Jeff 
Modesitt. Contact: SCC Library, c/o RMPL, 2038 Pontiac Way, Denver, CO 80224; palbright@wiche. 
edu 

Membership C hairman: George A. Kuhhom, PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle, NC 28594; 
geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

Exhibition Coordinators: Warren Grosjean, 32 Juniper Rd., Wayne, NJ 97470; warren@ Derma-Safe.com; 
and Mark Lorentzen, 29 10 Nelson Way #603, Santa Monica, CA 90405; pumamarco@ roadrunner.com 

Stamp Mart Manager: Eric Roberts, PO Box 46020 I, Houston, TX 77056; eric.roberts@ kbr.com 

Canadian Mart Manager: Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cres.,Winnipeg, MB, R2J I H9, Canada; 
stampman@ mts.net 

APS Representative: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent47@sprynet.com 

Literature Promotion: Alan Warren , PO Box 39, Exton, PA 1934 1-0039; alanwar@att.net 

Webmaster: John DuBois, c/o Thermalog ic Corp., 22 Kane Industrial Dr., Hudson, MA 01 749; jld@ 
th logic.com 

Historian: Roberta Palen, PO Box 364, Forbes, MN 55738; toivossa@ hotmai l.com 

SCC Study Groups 
DWI: Arnold Sorensen, 7666 Edgedale Drive, ewburgh, IN 47630-3062; valbydwi@ hotmail.com 

Sweden Ring: George A. Kuhhorn, PO Box 4486, Emerald Is le, NC 28594; geokuh h@starfishnet.com 

F innish Study Group: Roger Quinby, 12425 DancliffTrace, Alpharetta, GA 30004; rpquinby@aol.com 

Danish Wavy Line: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13 196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent4 7@sprynet.com 

Scandinavian Revenues: Pau l Nelson, Tucson, AZ; pnels l@comcast.net 

The road to a friend's house is never fong 
Danish proverb 
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SCC Chapter Meeting & Contacts. 

I. SEATTLE/NW : 2nd Monday, 9 a .m. at members' homes. CONTACT: Dana S. Nie lsen, I 7428 SR9, 

PMB# J05, Snohomish, WA 98296. 

4. CH ICAGO: 4th Thursday of January-June and September, October; 1st Thursday of December, Des 

Pla ines Public Library, 150 I Ellinwood St., Des Plai nes, IL 600 16. CONTACT: Ron Co llin, PO Box 63, 

Ri ver Grove, IL 601 7 1-0063; (773) 907-8633, emai l: coll inr@ameritech.net. 

5. NEW ENGLAND: I st Wednesday at the Scandinavian Living Center, 206 Waltham St., West Newton, 

MA at 7:30 p.m . in the private dining room. http://scc5.thlogic.com. CONTACT: Mats Roing, (781) 

424-21 83; 39 Englewood Ave., Apt. 6, Brighton, MA 02 I 35; email: mr2284 l@gmail.com. 

7. NEW YORK: 2nd Wednesday (except July & August) at The Collectors Club, 26 E. 35th St. CONTACT: 
Carl Probst, 7 1 Willoughby Ave., Hicksville, NY 1180 I, ema il: cwp I 94 l@aol.com. 

9. NORTH N EW JERSEY: 3rd Wednesday at members' homes. CONTACT: Warren J . Grosjean, 32 

Juni per Rd., Wayne, NJ 07470-6 156, emai l: warren@ Derma-Safe.com. 

I 2. WAS H ING TON DC: CONTACT: Peter Al ten, 9300 Main St. , Manassas, VA 22 I I 0. 

13. DELAWA RE: Last Tuesday at members' homes. CONTACT: Alan Warren, a lanwar@att.net. 

14. TWI C ITI ES: 2nd Thursday (except Ju ly & August) at Lynnhurst Community Center, 50th St. , & 

West Minnehaha Parkway, Mi nneapolis, M . CONTACT: Rossmer Y. Olson, P.O. Box 23377, Richfie ld, 

M 55423, email: RossVOle@aol.com. 

17. SO UTH ERN CALIFORN IA: I st Wednesday at members' homes. CONTACT: Jerry Winerman (8 18) 
784-7277, or ema il : gerj erry@sbcgloba l.net. 

2 1. GOLDEN GATE: 1st Saturday, 11 a. m., at members' homes and at various shows (WESTPEX, 

COALPEX, PENPEX, etc.). CONTACT: Herb Voli n, (5 10) 522-3242, HRYolin@aol.com. 

22. HOUSTON: Varied meeting times and places. CONTACT: Eric Roberts, PO Box 46020 I, Houston, TX 

77056; email eric.roberts @ kbr.com. 

24. MAN ITOBA: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays September through May at Scandinavian Cultural Centre, 764 

Erin St., Winnipeg, MB. CONTACT: Robert Zacharias, 808 Polson Ave., Wi nn ipeg, MB R2X I MS, 

Canada, email: robertzacharias@shaw.ca. 

26. T IDE WATER: 3rd Saturday, 3 p.m., at Larchmont Branch of the Norfo lk Publi c Library System, 6525 
Hampton Blvd ., Norfo lk, YA 23508, (757) 44 1-5335, fax : (757) 44 1- 1451 , email: gwa lker@ npl.l ib.va.us. 

CO TACT: Michae l Fa ll s, 575 Virg inian Dr. , Norfo lk, YA 23505-4242, email : Mfa ll s ice@aol.com. 

27. COLORA DO: I st Saturday September-June, I 0 a.m., a t the Rocky Mountain Phi latelic Library, 2038 

S. Pontiac Way. Denver, CO 80224 . CONTACT: Roger C ichorz, 3925 Longwood Ave., Boulder, CO 

80305-7233, emai l: rcichorz@comcast.net. 

28 . CYBER: Members connected by email to exchange ideas and scans, plus an e lectronic newsletter. 

CONTACT: Edward L. Bode, emai l: edbode@juno.com. 

AUST RA LI AN COORDINATOR: Roger Byrne, email: byrnefam@ internode.on. net. 

NEW ZEALAND COORD INATOR: John Campbell, ema il : johncampbe llnz@hotmail.com 
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(conlinuedjiwn page 21) 

I don ' t pretend to have an inclusive answer but will summarize with a few thoughts. First, we need to 
continue to work on ga ining new members. The drop in membership is not a huge problem now, but it can 
not continue unabated. Probably the most promising ave nue fo r new members is through the Internet. We 
can ga in members by working on our Internet presence. The SCC Web site (www.scc-online.org) is a fine 
site, but we are not actively using its potential to solicit long-term members. It is important to remember 
that the Internet is a tool but not a panacea. It is onl y one way to solicit new members. 

Always the most effective method to sign up a new member is a personal contact. This direct contact 
doesn 't need to be face-to-face. It can include correspondence with other collectors who may just need 
a nudge. Perhaps a simple, " Have you considered joining the SCC?" is enough. It is an open ing to let 
someone know more about us. When you buy or se ll stamps or covers, do you ask the other party if they 
are members of SCC? Thi s is an uncomplicated, low-key way to open the conversation and a first step to 
signing them up. In short, we have ignored the simple solution to acquiring new members - we haven 't 
asked. 

Second, we need more members involved with running the SCC. I have hea rd that some members 
think that SCC is run by a small group or clique. I strongly di sagree with the idea ofa clique running the 
SCC, but I sure agree that it is a small group. It 's true. It isn 't because they/we few (I include myse lf, 
even though I am not an elected officer) want control. It is because we think enough of the Scandinav ian 
Collectors Club to repeatedl y stand up and do whatever job needs to be done. There are a few today who 
have been at it for more than 20 years. I may be wrong, but I think most would happily step aside and give 
another qua! ified person a shot. Thi s may not be a huge problem at the moment, but over the years the SCC 
needs new blood. Neither have we been good at asking members to consider running for elected positions 
or vo lunteering for the appointed positions. These duties are important, but they are not necessarily time
consuming. There are some jobs that do not require Internet or emai l access , although those are important 
tools for communicating within the leadership. Attendance at the SCC national show is sometimes 
necessary for some positions but not all. What is needed is your willingness to contribute. Write to me or 
any of our current officers with some information about yourse lf and what interests you in SCC. It would 
be great if we had a long li st of potential vo lunteers. That will ensure the strength ofSCC. 

Enough for now. My best rega rds to all . • 

Membership Statistics for the First Quarter, 2008 
New Members Recent Donations to SCC or the Library (cash or 
4 117 Bednarek. Michael C .. PO Bo.r 455. Blue Ridge. VA 24064 
4119 Roos. J.Villia111 Carl. 4809 01-erlook Dri1·e. B/00111 ington. MN 55437 

Reinstated 
4 118 Muno=. Laoaro. I 38 Col/field Al'e .. Staten Island. N Y 10302-2420 

Deceased 
724CL Arthur L. Lind 
I 682 Walt Jellu111 
364 7 Rabbi Leonard L. Tann 

Change of Address 

Resigned 
3442 Ras111ussen. Karl 
3470 Thoreson. Rei: Allan R. 
3920 Di'Ck. Mark 

3820 Hansen. Henn •. 1255 Creemrnod Rd.. Pleasa111on. CA 94566 

library materials) 
4098 Stephen P01rell 
3971 Paul .Yegline 
3795 Diether Pascher 
3673 John l/ollenka111p 
1596 Cordon A. llugh111ark 
I 389 Paul A. Nelson 
3 748 P6r Porsteim 
35 78 John DuBois 
3598 Roger Cichoro 

L43!2583 Davies. /;au/ L.. 3697 Mt Diab/a Bfrd. Ste 205. Lafaratte. CA 94549-3754 
1457 Wemei: AmoldC .. 514 KenosiaAl'e. S. Apt C208. Kent. IVA 98030-6080 

Dropped for Non-payment of dues 
381 I Anderson. David N. 3887 Hollingshead. Robert 
356 I Bentlev. Jane£. 2319 Krafl. Rei·. Philip H 
3834 Birds~ng, Lall'rence £. 4086 Lml'iei: John F 
4047 Brach'. David 3838 Leason. Herbert A. 
1749 Ca111j1bell. Frederick H 3777 Lundstedt. To111 
1462 Deis=. Ceo1ge A. 4055 Mi/lei: Paul A. 
4094 Des111adril. Michel 2270 Montello. Lall'rence J 
2743 Fadei: Michael H 4031 Moore, Ji111 
3967 /-Jarden. Tho111as L. 1377 Nolte, 1\frron C 
3972 Herstedt, Thomas /-/. 3475 O/i1·e1: A.dolph 

4070 Os1110/skis. fo e/as A. 
35 I 6 Peters. Donald J 
3948 Prorheck. Tho111as R. 
393 7 Qu;·nn. James J 
4035 Rasmussen. R. Gan· 
4085 Rene Hillesu111 Filc;telie 
3822 Ross. Bruce S. 
3645 Scnrrei: Dm·id A. 
3239 Sell;wu. Ceo1ge A. 
39]9 Si111onetti. Frank 
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1808 Ellis Glatt 
14 16 Jack l.wacson 
1087 Alan Warren 
3969 Rufus /Vi/son 
3962 ,\I/ark Lorent: en 
3053 Karl Klaus 
1\/en·1·11 IVood (non-member) 
Clark Lrda (no11-111e111ber) 

2 I 96 Smith. De11·e.r /-/. 
4088 Stein. Dr 1-/enn· 
4039 T11'(Ji11. Roderick S. 
3843 Vikan. Dm·id 
2080 Warrington. Alla11 £. 
2952 Weigel. Jack IV 
1606 Winick. Lester 
40 I 3 Wvnns. John P 



From the Editor's Stamp Den 

Paul Albright 

Popularity Polls . I have been struck by the contrast in the number of people who 
vote for their favo rite postage stamps in the U.S. and in some parts of Scandinav ia . 
The annua l U.S. Stamp Popularity Poll conducted over several months by Linn :S· S1amp 
News drew 3,264 ballots from its readers. ln contrast the Stamp of the Year 2007 vote in 
Sweden attracted 47,893 votes and Finland's competition for its Most Beautiful Stamp 
of the Year 2007 recorded 46,975 votes. 

Admittedly, this is a somewhat apples-to-oranges comparison. The pub lic was invited to vote in the 
Sweden and Finland popularity polls by their country's postal administrations while Linn :S· directed its 
detailed ballot of best/worst stamps to its subscribers. This difference in responses begs the question of 
whether co llectors are narrowly focused on the minutiae of stamps and postal stationery and less attracted 
by the broader appeal that these products hold for postal users in genera l. 

Big Postal Merger. Collectors and postal customers in Sweden and Denmark probab ly wi ll not not ice 
much difference fo llowing the announced merger of these two post offices into a mega-operation wi th 
$7.5 billion in revenues. The merger, announced April l , was triggered by what a Swedi sh official sa id is a 
rap idly changing marketplace of " European deregulation , harder competition, and electronic alternatives." 
The deal , which will create a pan-Nordic mail and logistics group wi th more than 50,000 employees, could 
be in place by the end of 2008 if approved by the Swedish and Danish par! iaments 

Sweden wi 11 contro l 58.2 percent of the company, Denmark 38.8 percent, and employees 3 percent. 
Mail services under the Sweden Posten and Post Danmark brands are ex pected to continue unchanged in 
the short-term, but a statement from the trade uni ons sa id the merger probably will lead to a "comp lete 
libera li zation of the Danish letter market" before 20 11. The uni ons claimed they will have four of the 12 
seats on the board of the merged company. Post Danmark 's 25 percent ownership of Belgium 's postal 
service will become part of the merged company. 

Stamps for Scholars . Finnish postage stamps are the focal point fo r another scholarl y article - this 
time published in National Identities (Vo l. I 0, # I , March, 2008). The artic le, " Picturing a nation : Finland 
on postage stamps, 1917-2000," uses Finland's postage stamps to "narrate the evolution of the Finnish 
state, nation and soc iety, and reflect the changing relationship between the state and its subjects." In their 
study, co-authors Pauliina Raento of the Uni ve rsity of Helsinki and Stanley D. Brunn of the University of 
Kentucky, exam ined 1,457 Finnish stamps issued si nce Finland 's independence. This is at least their second 
paper on this hi sto ri ca l sociology topic (see also The Posthorn, February, 2006, pp. 29). 

Presidents as Judges. Two former presidents ofSCC will be judging at the 122 11 <1 annual convention of 
the American Phi latelic Society to be held August 14- 17 in Hartford , CN. Alan Warren is on the exhibition 
jury, which will be judging approximately 900 frames of exhi bi ts. Roger Quinby will be one of three 
phi lateli c literature judges. 

Defin itives Reprinted. There are more reprints of some Norwegian definitives. Reprints of the NO K 
50 King Harald V stamps (NK 1149) were made on October I , 2007, and went on sa le December 5. 
Reprints of the NOK 2 posthorn design (NK 1422) and NOK 3 posthorn design (NK 1564) were made on 
July 31 and August I and went on sa le November 26 and November 20, respectively. There are no known 
(or announced, at any rate) changes in printing or paper since the previous issues of these stamps. 
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Personalized items: Stop and Go. Iceland has joined the growing list of 
countries that allow personalized stamps. An "official" stamp to introduce the 
personalized stamp service was released May 8. Each sheet contains 24 self-adhesive 
persona lized stamps and ind icates that they are intended for Iceland 's 50-gram letter 
rate (ISK 75). Finland, Norway, and Aland already have persona lized stamps among 
the Scandinav ian posts. 

- Meanwhile, Norway Post has ended a six-year-old program of sell ing 
iSLAND 1NIWIJ:{ 50g : 

personalized postage-paid stationery to companies. Under thi s program, the stationery 
was franked with a predetermined design and companies cou ld add their logos or 

additional text. Anne Christine Olsen of Norway Post said the program ended when "the customers could 
not decide themselves what stamp they wanted on the envelopes." The stationery was on sale through 
Norway Post's Internet site from 2002 and ended January 7, 2008. 

Postage Due Follow-up. Postcard specialist Charles Fricke wrote in the November, 2007, issue of 
The Posthorn (pp. 32-33) about postage due charges on postcards mai led to and from Sweden in the early 
1900s. The fees were assessed by U.S. postal authoriti es because there was writing on the left side of 
the picture postcards. SCC member Andre Tu let 
fo llowed up with Fri cke to confirm that three 
cards mailed in Denmark to the U.S. in 1906 were 
subject to postage due charges for the same reason. 
A cropped portion of one ofTulet's cards is shown. 

Hurricanes Delay Mail. The philatelic office 
of Greenland Post has been having a tough time sending its mail to subscribers this past winter. Tasiilaq, 
where the philatel ic bureau is located, was hit by no fewer than five hun-icane-force storms in November 
and December. Severe storms are not unusual at that time of year and Green landers adjust for these. But 
the freq uency of these storms delayed by several weeks the shipping of several thousand standing orders to 
collectors and customers worldwide. Weather conditions began to improve in January. • 

Chapter Reports 
Randy Tuuri, Vice President, Chapters 

(Note: This issue introduces Randy Tuuri of California as SCC's new Vice President 
for Chapters afier Ed Bode stepped downfiwn that position. Tuuri collects Sweden and 
Finland and dead countries associated with Scandinavia. He also collects the Baltic 
countries, the U.S., and Canada and their related dead countries.) 

Apologies to all of the chapters that I did not get in touch with soon enough for a report in this issue of 
The Post horn. The next issue wil l have earli er information requests. If you want to send me a late chapter 
report to establish e-mail contact, contact me at tuurifam@comcast.net. 

Chicago Chapter 4 
March and April meetings invo lved members bri nging recent acquisitions from thei r collections. 

The May meeting will be part of the COM PEX stamp show held duri ng the Memorial Day weekend. 
The chapter will break for the summer and reconvene in September. Chapter member Randall Sherman 
is publicity chairman for Chicagopex where SCC wi 11 convene November 2 1-23 for its 2008 national 
meeting. 
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Colorado Chapter 27 
The group has completed a series on "technical issues of stamp collecting" with discussions on printing 

methods, paper types and paper thickness. The March meeting was the members ' auction, which was such 
a success that more frequent auctions were requested. The chapter met in conjunction with the Rocky 
Mountain Stamp Show in May. 

Delaware Chapter 13 
The February meeting saw photos of Tom Bergendahl 's trips to Norway. In March, show and tell items 

included an autographed Norway flight cover, a 1938 Sweden FDC to the Canary Islands censored due to 
the Spanish Civil War, and other interesting items. The Apri l meeting was devoted to settling the chapter 's 
auction. In May, there will be a viewing ofa DVD sent by the Norwegian Ph ilate lic Foundation. 

Golden Gate Chapter 21 
Meetings were held at members' homes in Berkeley and Orinda, and then at Westpex at the end of 

April. Presentations were made and a good time was had by all. 

Manitoba Chapter 24 
Recent chapter programs have included a presentation on Russian exploration in the Arctic and 

viewing of audio-visua l shows borrowed from the SCC Library. Program chairman Bob Zacharias has 
been providing tips in artic les and in person to collectors interested in exhibiting. John Salmi , editor of the 
chapter newsletter, Gnome News, has stai1ed a series of articles on Fin land covers from his collection. 

New York Chapter 7 
The chapter had a quiet meeting going over books and sharing some show and tell items: A Swedish 

commemorative coin, a Danish export license plate, and Danish slogan cancels. 

Southern California Chapter 17 
The chapter meets periodically, devouring mart books, and having occasiona l programs and lively 

discussions. • 

......................................................................... 
• • • • • • • 

INFORMATION NEEDED FOR THE sec ARCHIVES 

• Chapters! Do you have boxes of information from your chapter's activities cluttering up your 
: hon1e? The SCC historian is looking to take that clutter off your hands. 

Papers that are older than five years can be contributed to the SCC Archives. (You may need to 
: use anything that is more recent). The papers will be labeled and placed into a fi ling cabinet. 

• • 

• • If you need information that you have sent to the Archives, the SCC Historian will look up the 
: information and send it to you. Once information is inc luded in the Arch ives, it cannot be returned . 
• Sorry! 

: So what is needed? Reports, programs from banquets, treasurers' balance sheets, and 

: whatever. When in doubt, send it to Roberta Palen, PO Box 364, Forbes, MN , 55734. Questions? Her 
• • email is toivossa@hotmail.com. If you have nothing to contribute, Pa len, who is SCC's appointed 
• • historian, needs to know that, too. Not every chapter may collect materials. It is important that SCC 
• • officers know what you have, or what you haven ' t saved. 

• • • • • • • • . 
• • • • • • • • • • • . 
• • • • • • • . 

• - Roberta Palen • 
• • ......................................................................... 

Online Member Directory @ www.scc-online.org 
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Scandinavian Literature Notes 
By Alan Warren 

News from Denmark 
A century-long run of publishing annual Christmas cards has ended in Denmark. 

Steffen Rii s reports the passing of this 100-year tradi tion in the January issue of 
Dansk Fi/ate/istisk Tidsskrifi. This issue also carries several articles related to thematic 
collecting, including one by J0rgen J0rgensen about some of the fi ne detail s that can 
be included in such exhibits. J0rgen Poulsen continues his series on plate flaw varieties of Denmark's 
1920- 1921 Re-union issue, focusing on the 20-0re va lue. lb Krarup Rasmussen provides the fourth part in 
his series on parcel rates of Denmark, this time the ra tes to Finland 1895- 199 1. 

In the March issue of the same journal, Fri ts J0rgensen wri tes the first in a seri es on booklets made 
from the letterpress issues in the early part of the 20'h Century. Bruno N0rdam continues his long series on 
the essays for Danish stamps, this time for 1985, and lb Kra rup Rasmussen presents a table of parcel post 
rates from Denmark to Belgium during 188 1-1 99 1. 

In the March issue of Nordisk Fi/ate/istisk Tidsskrifi, Helge ehm gives some background on the 
des ign and issuance of the Slesvig Plebisci te issue of 1920. Lars Vil helm Hansen and Bo S0rensen illustrate 
plate varieties of the tenth printing of the 25-0re bi color issue of Denmark. 

Erik Torbensen gives a hi story of the handling of boat mail in the Farnes since the early I 7'h Century 
in the March issue of Posthistorisk Tidsskrift. Another installment in the series on Danish radio letters 
(radiobreve) by Anker Block Rudbeck and Otto Kjrergaard wil l be found here, as well as another in the 
series by Steffen Riis on postal cards of Denmark that are pri nted and illustrated, primari ly for advertising 
use. 

News from the Faroes 
In the I /2008 issue of Newsfi-om the Fa roes , A. E. Petersen tells about the Ii fe of arti st Elinborg 

Li.itzen, known for her ill ustrations of fairy tales. The country recently issued a sheet let of six, I 0-Kr stamps 
showing some of her artwork. Hans Andrias S0lvara provides a brief summary of the history of the town of 
Klaksvik. 

News from Finland (with thanks to Kauko Aro) 
In issue 8-2007 of Fi/ate/isti, Kari Lehtonen writes about the Saarinen design that recently celebrated 

its 90'h anniversary. Matti Sipari continues his series on Finnish registry labels, this time covering the 
1970s. In issue 9-2007, Ari Muhonen discusses building a research exhi bit using the Saari nen design of 
191 7 and the different messages found on correspondence, and Kari Lehtonen writes about perforation 
differences found on the Saarinen des ign issue. Jorma Keturi di scusses SS-Waffen mail and its exam ination 
by either Finnish or German censors. 

Jeffrey Stone provides the readers with a color-photo of an un used I 0-kopek oval from 1859 in 
issue I 0-2007 of Fi/ate/isti. This stamp was fi rst discussed in The Posthorn in August, 1992, by Michael 
Hvidonov as a new and unique fi nd. Stone tells of the events and correspondence that fo llowed the 
publication of Hvidonov's arti cle. 

Kari Lehtonen continues his treatise on the Saarinen design and how this issue is a real treasure trove 
for cancelations. Reijo Nummela descri bes an insured cover usi ng a small 14-kopek ring entire where 
insurance was paid using penni va lues of the 1889 design. 

News from Germany 
Hara ld Mohr adds some information to the plating of the " Fire RBS" issue of Denmark in the 

ovember Phi/atelistische Nachrichten publ ished by the Nordic Countries Group in Germany. Roll' 
Dornbach discusses the postal station of Siorapaluk in Greenland in his continu ing series on these fac ilities. 

> 
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JUrgen Tiemer prov ides another install ment in his tabulation of Norwegian ra ilway station postmarks, and 
L. Skrehot continues hi s seri es on prestamp covers of Aland . 

News from Great Britain 
Christopher King descri bes some postal conseq uences of the Danish-Austro-Pruss ian War of 1864 in 

the February London Phi/ate/isl. The routing of ma il changed a number of times during the confli cts . The 
changes are noted with exampl es of covers and postal markings , including a Pruss ian fi eld post mark . 

Rolf Schaming shows some mai l from the Maud expedition of Roa Id Amundsen in the March 
Scandinavian Contact. Peter Williams reports a number of Norway loca l stamp vari eti es that are not 
recorded in the recent cata log of local s by Sch0yen and Aune. Peter Hellberg continues hi s seri es on 
Greenland 's fi rst air mail connection with the Franck ex pediti on of 1932 and the Rockwe ll Kent semi
offi cial stamp. 

News from Norway 
Peer-Chri stian Anensen prov ides a review of the postal co llection cards (pos tinkassasjon) of Norway 

with history and ra tes, in issue I /2008 of Norsk Fi/atelislisk Tidsskrifi. Anensen also describes the plate 
vari eties of the King Olav V Krone stamps in hi s fifth installment in thi s issue. In the 1/2008 issue of INFO, 
published by Oslo Filateli stklu bb, Thorbj0rn Larssen shows some of the modern registration labels with 
bar codes used in Norway. If anyone co llects these, he woul d like to hear from them (Thorbj0rn Larssen, 
0stensj0veien 206, 0690 Os lo, Norway.) 

In issue 2/2008 of the same journal, Marius Brinch Gab ri elsen illustrates a number of items assoc iated 
with the Christiani a local post (bypost) around 1880. Editor Peer-Christi an Anensen prov ides an overview 
of the postgiro system of Norway and the use of payment ca rds. 

Birge r L0v land illustra tes some of the cancels used over the years by towns on the Hurti gruten in the 
4-2007 issue of Frimerke Forum . These include Harstad, Finsnes, Troms0, and Hammerfes t, among others. 
Trygve Karl sen continues hi s seri es on postal hi story of some remote areas of Norway with a look at the 
cancels of Appel veer (a lso Abel veer) in the December issue of NFF- Varianten. Tor Odd Braseth provides the 
second part of hi s series on cancels of Stein kjer. In the March issue of the same journal, Karl sen continues 
hi s seri es with a look at cance ls of Bj0rn (a lso Bj0rnen and Bj0rnya). 

Erik L0rdahl reviews German Fieldpost censor stati ons in Norway du ring World War II in the March 
issue of the Norwegian War and Field Post Journal. He compares some of hi s findin gs on handstamps and 
resea ling tapes with in fo rmati on prev iously publi shed by Karl Sanne. 

News from Sweden 
Jan Billgren provides another installment on mail sent to or from fa mous Swedes in the 1-2008 issue 

of Svensk Fila telislisk Tidskrifl. Thi s time his subject is Swedish statesman Axel Oxensti erna. Sigge Anders 
continues his column on local post cancels of Sweden wi th a look at those of Katrineholm in 1945-1 946. 

The 2-2008 issue of the same journal features Peter Lorentzon 's research on a vari ety of the 1-Kr 
postage due stamp, perf 13, in which pos ition 33 of the sheet shows breaks in the frame lines at the ri ght 
side of the stamp. Sigge Anders provides part 19 of his long-term seri es on the cancelations of local post 
issues, thi s time those of Kri st ianstad in 1945 -1 94 7. 

News from the United States 
Hal Vogel describes mail during the Winter War and the Lapl and War in the World War 11 period 

of Finland in the Jul y-December issue of l ee Cap News publi shed by the American Society of Polar 
Philateli sts. In addition to several pieces of censored mail with Finni sh and German field post marks, there 
is also shown a piece of Force 138 Norwegian military mail fro m Operation Crofter in Finnmark in 1945. 

A new cata log was published on the Poli sh-born engraver who des igned so many stamps. Czeslaw 
Stania Catalogue of Works by Janusz Dunst was released last September in Poland , and is reviewed in 
the October-December issue of Close-Up, the journal of the Czeslaw Slania Study Gro up. That issue also 
points out the li tt le-known fac t that Slania des igned "ex libris" labels fo r several notabl e book co llectors. 
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The January-February issue of Seaposter from the Maritime Postmark Society ca lls attention to a 
number of Hurtigruten cruise ships that provide special cancels fo r collectors who send requests with 
Norway stamps or in ternational reply coupons. 

In its March 28 issue, Meekel 's & Stamps Magazine reprinted an article on the founding of Sweden's 
only colony in the New World in what is now Delaware. The article by W.R. Hunter first appeared in 
Mekeel 'son March 19, 1983. 

Christer Brunstrom describes some exhi bits on di splay at last fal l's BOFILEX national show in Boras, 
Sweden, in the February I issue of Mekeel 's & Stamps Magazine. The show marked the I 001h anniversary 
of the Boras Philatelic Society. Simi larly, Frank Correl writes of his visit to the annual Frima::rker i Forum 
show in Denmark in the March 28 issue of Mekeel\ & Stamps Magazine. Th is popular event features the 
posta l services of Denmark, Greenland, and the Farnes and an interesting array of exh ibits that Correl 
describes. 

News from Elsewhere 
Issue o. 10 of the occasional journal Fakes Fo1geries Experts, edited by Kn ud Mohr, was released 

last year. The a1iicles are written by expe1is and are about questionable items from many different 
countries. This issue carries an article by Helena Obermi.iller Wilen on faked "Steinberg" covers of Sweden. 
These are 19th Century "class ic" covers of Sweden, some domestic and some sent to fore ign destinations, 
which were created by a German fake artist. The author illustrates a number of them and provides 
information to help detect the fakes. 

In the same issue, I wan Feddersen describes a new method of industrial analysis that is useful for 
study ing stamps. The techn ique, known as mul tispectral imaging, is bei ng used in analytical laboratories 
and quality control systems to study color, texture, and surface chemistry of objects. The author shows 
some examples where the method has detected ink cancelations on supposedly unused classic stamps of 
Norway. • 

Scandinavian Area Awards 
Several Scandinavian area exhibits were seen at the CO LOPEX show in Columbus, OH, in February. 

Steve Kaplan won a gold, the APS 1900- 1940 medal of exce llence, and the United Posta l Stationery 
Society Marcus White award for "Usage of the Ring Stationery of Finland 189 1-19 11." Roger Quinby also 
received a gold fo r "The First Postal Cards of the Republic of Finland - The Saarinen Cards 1917-1930." 
Gary Carlson won a silver, the AAPE novice award, and an AAPE award of honor for " Postal History of 
Sweden 's Engraved Oscar l I Issue 189 1-191 1." 

In the literature section ofCOLOPEX, Roger Quinby won a gold and the Grand Award 
for society journals and newsletters fo r The Finnish Philatelist: Vol. 12, Nos. 1-4. He also 
received a venneil for Postal Censoring in Finland 1914-1918. Qu inby rece ived another 
gold at the Sarasota ational Stamp Exhibition in Florida in February along with the APS 
research medal for hi s " Postal Censorship in the Grand Duchy of Finland 19 14- 19 18." A 
vermeil award went to Robert Hisey for " Finland: Fi rst Issue as a Republic." 

At the Fi latelic Fiesta in San Jose, CA, in March, Roger Quinby won a gold and the Roger Quinby 
Ed & Pat Laveroni award of merit for hi s "Postal Censorship in Finland 1914- 19 18." The 
Wodonga 2007 show was held in December in this town in Victoria, Australia. It was designated a national 
single frame exhibition. David Brindle had two exhib its where the awards are named for gems rather than 
precious metals. His "The Farnes in WWII" won a Ruby along with a special prize, and his " Introduction to 
Swedish Warshi ps and Naval Post" received an Emerald. 

Robert Hisey won a gold and the APS 1900- 1940 medal of excellence for his "The First Definitives of 
the Finnish Republic" at the Saint Louis Stamp Expo in Missouri in March. 
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Wolf Spille received a sil ver at the APS AmeriStamp Expo show in Charlotte, NC, in Jan uary for 
"Ludwig Hessheimer ( 1872-1 956): Passion for Philately." Hessheimer designed the 1930 Parliament 
stamps of Iceland. 

At the Association of British Philatelic Societies' Exhibition in Croydon, Surrey last November, Chris 
and Birthe King received a ven11e il fo r their " Denmark and the Second World War 1939- 1949: Overseas 
Mail." Also last November, Roger Quinby won a go ld at CHICAGOPEX in Arlington Heights, IL, with 
his "Postal Censorship in the Grand Duchy of Fi nland 19 14-1918." In the literature section of the show he 
rece ived a verme il for Postal Censoring in Finland 1914-1918. Another ven11eil went to co-authors Heikki 
Reinikainen, Jussi Murtosaari , and Jeffrey Stone for Finland Type 1875. Paul Albright rece ived a gold for 
The Posthorn. 

Yen11eil awards went to Robert Hisey for "The First Definitives of the Finnish Republic 1917-1930" 
and to Alan Warren for "Censored First Day Covers of Nordic Countries" at the Florex show in Orlando, 
FL, in December. 

At the STEPEX show in Elmira, NY, in October, Alan Warren won a go ld and the reserve grand award 
for his "Denmark: The Christian X Issues of the 1940s on First Day Covers." He received a sil ver at the 
OKPEX show in Oklahoma City, OK, in November for "Denmark: The Frederik IX Issues on First Day 
Covers." • 

- A Ian Warren 

Transfers and Re-Entries 
Alan Warren 

Issue 4/2007 of the Finnish journal, Abophil, had some compl imentary words concern ing SCC's 2007 
annua l meeting and exh ibition at NAPEX, concluding with thi s summation: "It is very significant that our 
country 's (F inland) philately is so prominently displayed on the other side of ' the pudd le,' perhaps more 
significant than we be lieve." 

Sweden Post Stamps now has two firms in the Un ited States representing different aspects of 
their philatelic business for co llectors. Unicover serves as their media relations contact. Co llectors and 
dea lers can reach them at Sweden Stamp Agency in No1ih America, I Unicover Center, Cheyenne, WY, 
82008-000 1. Nordica wi ll represent Sweden's postal service at ex hibitions in the U.S . Nordica also 
represents the other Scandinavian philatelic agencies. Their contact information is Nord ica, PO Box 284, 
Old Bethpage, NY, 11804. 

Iceland 's Stamp Coll ectors Society (Felag frimerkjasafnara) celebrated its 50'" anni versary, having 
been fo unded in 1957 . At a recent meeting of the Philatelic Federation of Ice land, it was decided that l>0r 
Porsteins will continue as ed itor of the federation's journal Frimerkjablaoio. 

Denmark estab li shed a new group for collectors of the late Czeslaw Stania. The Dansk Slania
Samlerklub was founded in September 2007 during the Frim::erker i Forum show. More informat ion is 
avai lab le from Mogens B0rresen, Park Aile 4 1, 3650 0 1stykke, Denmark, or by emai l to Nordfoss@ernail. 
dk. 

Past SCC pres ident Paul Nelson has been named vice-chair of the Postal History Foundation in 
Tucson. 

The well-known co llector of Finland, Eric Keefe, was the speaker last November at a meeting of the 
National Philatelic Society in London. His display and discussion touched on many aspects of Finnish 
philately including stampless mail, the ea rl y issues including the serpentine roulettes, arms types, and the 
Saarinen series, military mail , postal stationery, railway and paquebot markings among other topics. 

Eric N. Jackson , a leading figure in Scandinavia collecting in the United Kingdom, died last 
November at the age of 87 . Jackson was a foundi ng member of the Posthorn Study Circ le and was 
president of the Scandinavia Philatelic Society in the UK from 1991-1993. 
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Norman Hudson of the Faroes Islands Study Circle repo rts that the post office at Skali on the is land 
of Eysturoy has c losed. Its last day of operation was February I. Postverk Foroya 's Philatelic Bureau has 
suppli ed las t-day covers to its subsc ribers who requested copies of specia l postmarks. 

Gunnar Melbo steps down as editor of INFO, published by the Oslo Filatelistklubb. The new editor 
is 0yvind Refsnes. Marit Elind was named to succeed Peer-Christian Anensen as sec retary of the 
Norwegian Philate lic Federation. An en sen was recently named ed itor of the federatio n 's journal , Norsk 
Filatelistisk Tidsskrift. 

The February I issue of Mekeel 's & Stamps Magazine repo1is that Swedish writer Christer 
Brunstrom recei ved the Karl- Erik Stenberg Memorial Fund award for his long years of serv ice to Swed ish 
philatel y. The honor was bestowed at the BOF ILEX show in Boras, Sweden last fa ll . 

For 30 years, exhibitors at major Swedish exhi bitions have sought the specia l pri ze of the 
S ilvarryttaren (S il ver Horseman). T hi s past year the honor went to Magnus Gartrup for hi s exh ibi t " King 
Oscar 11 I 885 - 191 I" at the Bofi lex show he ld in Boras. 

The Swedi sh Philatelic Federation (SFF) announced a new meda l will recogni ze distinguished 
success in internati ona l exhibiting . It is the Wa llberg Medal , named fo r Borje Wallberg, an in ternationa ll y 
recogni zed judge and exhibitor. To qualify for the honor an exhibi tor must have won 10 go ld or large 
go ld medal s, or the Prix d'Honneur in the FlP championship class. The appl icab le ex hibitions are those 

sponsored by the Federation Internationa le de Philatelie (F l P), or the Federati on of European Philatelic 
Associations (FEPA). The recipient will be determined by a spec ial committee ofSFF. 

The Swed ish auction firm AB Ph ilea opened a new office in Skara where the compan y will be 
represented by Costa Karlsson , who was a previous editor of SF F's journa l, Svensk Filate/istisk Tidskrifi . 
In add ition to th e new locat ion in Skara, Philea a lso has offices in Stockholm and Kalmar. 

The Philatelic Federat ion of Fin land recently changed some of its officers. Jussi Tuori stepped down 

as president and was replaced by Heikki Kiihiiri. Jukka Makinen was named vice pres ident and Ari 
Muhonen is the new secreta ry. Merkki-Albert has acquired the 75-year-old stamp store A. Pischow in 
September 2007 which will be managed by Tapio Ylismaa , fo rmerly of NORMA fame. 

SCC past president Roger Quinby was recogni zed in issue 3/2007 of the Finnish journa l Fi late/is ti 
for 10 years of publishing The Finnish Philatelist for SCC's F inni sh Study Group. To learn more about the 

study group, contact Q uin by at rpquinby@ao l. com. • 

Auction Marketplace 
Frank Banke 

David Feldman, Geneva, April 1-5, 2008 
A special vo lume was dedicated to Part II of the " Kri sta II estate" co ll ection that 

offered 598 lots of outstanding Swed ish materi a l accumulated by the late Ingvar 

/C,,>-ckrt";-a Yrt i' If 1/n-~~ 
r~~.;., ~/CM~~t*tu</ ;~· 

A famous cover goes for $350,000. 
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Pettersson. An acc umulat ion of 180 

feather letters (# I 000 I) went for $62,700 . 
A rare first day cancel on 3-sk . Banco with fa ults(# I 0015) 
so ld for 20 percent above the estimate for $35 ,000. A 36-sk. 
rate letter to England bea ring four, 3-sk. Banco and a 24-sk. 
Banco(# I 0023) so ld for $203 ,000 after staiiing at $ 148,000. 

A famo us Nordenskiold letter to Finland(# I 0059) 
bearing a single and a four-block, 4-sk . Banco sold for 
$350,000, starting from $ 14 7,000. A 3-ore local 1856-i ss ue 
with fo ur copies (# I 0146) started at $ 11 ,000 and so ld 
for $35,000. A lovely three-co lor letter(# I 01 19) with 4-, 
8-, and 24-sk. Banco to London so ld for $22,000, twice the 
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estimate. A rare letter fra nked w ith fo ur, 30-ore 1858 
Arms issue sent to the fo rmer Swedi sh co lony of St. 
Barth 's so ld fo r $42,000. 

A scarce set of imperfora te offici a l stamps in blocks, 
3-, 6- , l 2- , 24- and 30-ore of fo ur (# I 041 6), started 
at $ 18,500 and we nt fo r $4 1,000. A uni que I 0-o re 
proof surcharge (# I 0522) of the Offic ial l 889 stamp went 
fo r $ 15, 700. 

Two world ra ri ties fro m Scand inav ia merited the ir 

own catalogs. The fi rst lot (#60083) was the stunning, 
used 39-block of No rway 4-sk. 1855 . It so ld fo r $2 
million, some 20 percent above the starting pri ce. This 
certainly was the hi ghest aucti on price ever paid fo r 
a Norwegian philate li c obj ect. Fe ldman wo ul d not 
identify the buyer but sa id in a state ment that, "We 
can state that the buyer represents a fo reign company 

Newly found Schleswig-Holstein cove r a uctioned 
for $7 45 ,000. 

presentl y acquiring great worl d ph ilate li c rar iti es." 
The other lot (#6004 7) was the fab ul ous letter w ith two, 3-strips of Schleswig-H olstein l S 

Postschilllinge stamp on cover. When it was fo und last yea r, it was a complete surpri se that such a cover 
ex isted. Wi thout questi on it is the greatest Schleswig-H olstein cover that is known. T he cove r went fo r the 
estimate of $745,000. 

Thomas Hoiland, March 13, 2008 
The Dane Jens O lesen, who li ves in Braz il and has 

been co ll ecting for the past 20 years, has dec ided to se ll 
hi s co llection through Thomas Ho il and over the next 
five years. O lesen acq ui red what he fo und interesting 
fro m Den mark, the Faroe Is lands, Greenl and, and 
the Dani sh West Indi es. T he most ex pensive item in 
this one-day, 1,800-lot sa le was the fa mous Dani sh 
S0 ll ested imperfora te stam p of the 15-ore Arms issue 
fro m 1902 (# 139). Two pair are recorded, but thi s 
lot went unso ld at its $40,000 estimate. However, a 

beautiful sing le stamp (# 138) so ld for $ 15,700. 
The Faroe Is lands is in demand . A reg iste red lette r 

/7 h with six co pi es of the 19 19 2/5-ore provisional (#241 ) 9'.'... 

started at $2,600 and so ld fo r $ 15,800. A ra re First 
Day Cover w ith 2/5-ore provisional (#239) went fo r Registered letter brings $15,800. 

$ 14 ,400 and a surpri sing $22,3 00 was paid fo r 
a bisected 4/8-ore 1904- 12 p rov isional t ied 
on piece with 5-ore King's issue postmarked 
"Vaag 20 .1. 19 19" (#249). Lot 287 was a 3-cent 
DWI 1855 issue w ith white gum and cance led 
with Dani sh numera l " I ." But the stamp most 
li ke ly has never been in the West Indies . The 

price paid fo r the stamp was $ 16,200. 
From the Iceland secti on, a letter wi th 

the arri va l mark, "Fra Island ," used in Vejle 
(# 1942) so ld fo r $2,900. A sma ll sect ion of 
the Ice land numera ls showed strong prices. 

DWI stamp most likely 
never in the West Indies. 
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bisect on piece brings 
$22,300 . 
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Numera l 239 Drummboddsstadir (#2042) so ld for $2, I 00 and numera l 74 from Frostastadir (#2048) went 

for a stunni ng $5 ,500, or I 0 times the estimate. 

Two Swedish ski lling Banco letters have been seen in the marketplace several times in recent years. 
This time a letter to Denmark with four, 3-Sk. Banco (#2137) so ld for $75,000 and a letter to Finland with 
two 3-sk. and 4-sk. Banco (#2138) so ld for $59,000. 

Postiljonen, April 4-5, 2008 
Postiljonen marked its 40'h anniversary with an extended auction containing the usual strength in 

Swed ish material and many fine items from e lsewhere in Scandinavia and Europe. An underpaid 3-Sk. 
Banco (# I 046) sold for $23,400. An exhibition co ll ection (# 14 10) of the 20-ore numeral issue perf 14 
& 13 sold for $22,500, starting at $9,000. ln the Finnish section , the extremely rare " Portostempel" 20 
Kopek enve lope (Facit FK2vm) without watermark and sent to Helsingfors (#858) sold for the estimate of 

$27,000. 

One lot (#728) 
provides some 
concern. This 2 
RBS pair sold 
for $82, 700 as 

an unused, never 
hinged pair. That 
was $45 ,200 
more than when 
the same pair (2 
Rigsbankskilling 

Thiele printing, 
plate I, pos. 65-66) 
so ld for at a 

110 

1851. 2 Rigs/Jankskl/ling, Thiele. Plate I, pos. 65-66. Typl' J+..Z. Per/eel 
<1nd extreme/> Jresh PA IR 1-vith full original gum and <I very ">lightly 
tra<e oi hinge. ONLY TWO UNUSED PAIRS RECORDED. Illustrated in 
the book: The Classic Stamps of OenmMk, quotation from the boo/..: • It 
is all too rare to find the combination of rarity and quality to make such 
an eye-catcher. E>. Reddersen. Certifica te Nie/sen: EXCELLENT ITEM 

2 RBS pair described and sold by H0iland in 
2004. 

Never Hinged Pair 

Lot # 728 OJ< 
111 •• 

A fantastic pair of 2 RBS Thiele, plate I, pos. 65-66, type 
3+4. Perfect and extremely fresh with extreme margins. 
ONLY TWO UNUSED PAIRS KNOWN. Pictured in the 
book The Classic Stamps of Denmark. Cert. Molle r. 

EXCELLENT. 

H0iland auction on 
2 RBS pair described as unused never 

November 8, 2004. The same pair sold for $67,400 through H0iland hinged pair in 2008 _ 
in 2003 but was returned by the buyer due to what he cons idered a 
gum crease. In both of the H0iland sa les , the item was described as 
having "a very sli ght trace of hinge." Here, it was described as unused and never hinged. Different expert 
certificates were connected with each of the three sa les. While there can be genu ine differences of opinion 
among experts, one could ask how the same pair sudden ly became never hinged over the last four years. • 

(Editor's Note: Unless otherwise noted, all prices listed include commission and are calculated at the 
dollar exchange rate when each Auction Marketplace article is prepared) 

Iceland Honors School of Education 
A I OO'h year anni versary and the merger of two universities sparked a 

new commemorative released February 14 in Iceland. The 85 !SK stamp 
commemorates the centennia l of Ice land Univers ity of Education, which 
began training teachers in 1908 as the Teachers ' Col lege of Iceland. 

The education university will be united with the University of Ice land 
on July I , 2008 when the degree program in education will be extended 

from four to five years. The stamp shows one of the earli er classes at the 

education school with the 1908 schoo l house in the background. • 
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Greenland Post Helps Fight TB for 50 Years 
Greenland Post is helping once again in the fight against tuberculosis some 50 years after it did the 

same thing with its first semi-postal stamp. Tuberculosis continues as a health problem in Greenland , 
particularly in South Greenland where it is most prevalent among the 
native population. 

On May 24, Green land issued a DKK 5.75 + .50 semi-posta l 
stamp in fu ll sheets and a souven ir sheet (four stamps) with proceeds 
(DKK .50 per stamp) going to the Green land Organization of 
Tuberculosis. The issue comes 50 years after a 30 + I 0-ore semi
postal was issued to aid the King Frederik IX and Queen Ingrid 

Tuberculosis Relief Fund for Greenland 
(Greenland Facit 40). 

TB was the most frequent cause of 
death in Greenland in the 1960s , dee! ined after then , but resurged in the 1990s. 
"With an average of 83 cases per year over the past five years , Greenland now 
has levels which match those of severa l developing countri es," said Jens Otto 
Veje, doctor in chief of Coasta l Management. Among the many objectives in 
fighting the disease are to X-ray the lungs of the entire population of South 
Greenland every second year and to lease a medical ship that will travel the 
coastline seeking iso lated populations who might be infected. 1950 stamp showing ship 

"Gustav Holm" in front of an 
iceberg (Facit 33) became 
Greenland's first TB semi
postal in 1958. (Illustration 
courtesy of Jay Smith.) 

At the other end of the spectrum, the Farnes issued two stamps in February 
marking the 100'11 anniversary of its tuberculosis sanatori um at Hoydalar. The 
write-up by the Farnes Post c la imed TB was eradicated on the is lands by the 
rnid- I 950s through vaccination of the populace. • 

- Paul Albright 

Scandinavia 
The Scandinavian Specialist since 1973 

• Building fine collections for exhibition, research, and enjoyment. Offering approvals 

from your specific want list or a description of your specialized interests. 

• Complete private treaty services for your Scandinavian material. 

• Active buyer of complete collections or individual items. High prices paid. Avoid the 
delays and uncertainty of auctions. I have many customers for your good material. 

• Providing over 400 titles of philatelic literature and catalogs for the Scandinavian collector. 

Call toll-free 1-800-44-STAMP (1-800-447-8267) 

Phone: 336-376-9991 Fax: 336-376-6750 
email: js@JaySmith.com www.JaySmith.com 

Jay Smith 
P.O. Box 650-SCC Snow Camp, NC 27349 USA 
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SCC and Scandinavian Calendar 

2008 
NORD IA 2008, October 23-26, Stavanger, Norway; www.nordia2008.com. 

CH ICAGOPEX (SCC National Meeting), November 21-23; general information and links; www. 
chicagopex.com. 

2009 
St. Louis Stamp Expo (SCC National Meeting), February 27-March 1; www.stlstampexpo.org . 
NORD IA 2009, May 28-31 , Hafnarfjordur, Iceland; contact Greg Frantz, gfcaptain@aol.com. 

2010 
WESTPEX (SCC National Meeting), April 23-25, San Francisco airport a rea; www.westpex.com. 
NORD IA 2010, Finland. 

2011 
NORD IA 2011 , Stockholm, Sweden. 

2012 
NORDIA 2012, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Look to Chicago for SCC's 2008 
Annual Meeting 

Scandinavia and its philately wi ll be in the spotl ight 
as sec members convene for their 2008 annual meeti ng 
and exhibition, November 21 -23, at Chicagopex. The show, 

which will be held at the Sheraton Chicago Northwest in 
suburban Arlington Heights, IL, will have a theme of"Enjoy 

Scandinavian Culture." 
The Chicagopex Show Committee of the Chicago Philatelic 

Society se lected the theme to reflect the Nordic flavor that SCC 
members will bring to Chicagopex. SCC is planning a members' 

dinner on November 21 wi th a genera l membership meeting and 
a Board of Directors meeting on November 22. SCC awards will be presented throughout the weekend 
- at the members ' dinner, the genera l membersh ip meeting, and at the Chicagopex Awards Banquet on 
November 22. 

Nordic culture wil l be refl ected on show cachets that fea ture Danish wri ter Hans Christian Andersen, 
Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg, and Nobel Prize winni ng author Selma LagerlOf of Sweden. 

Some 75 dealers are expected at the bourse with the 320 exhibit frames likely to be filled . SCC 
members interested in exhibiting should contact Exhibit Coordinator Warren Grosjean (warren@Derma
Safe.com). August 3 1 is the application deadline for exhibit entries. 

John DuBois, SCC's immediate past pres ident, will have hi s eight-frame exhibit on Danish West Indies 
postal history on display in the Court of Honor. His exhibit won the International Grand Prix award at 
NORD LA 2006. 

SCC arranged for Ivar Sundsb0 of Norway to be on the Chicagopex judging panel as a visiting judge 
fro m Scandinav ia, a role he last fi lled for SCC at its annual meeting and exhib ition in 1999. Roger G. 
Schnell, another former president of SCC, also will be on the jury, which inc ludes the last two presidents of 
the American Phi latelic Society, Janet R. Klug and Peter P. McCann. 

Other national societies convening at Chicagopex will be the Mobi le Post Office Society and the fa irly 
new Auxi liary Markings Cl ub. More information concerning hotel reservations and other logistics can be 
found at www.chicagopex.com, the Chicagopex Web site. • 
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Looking Ahead to NORDIA 2009 
Gregory Frantz of Colorado has been named by SCC President Mats Roing as SCC's Comm issioner 

to the NORD IA 2009 exhibition to be held in Iceland. Frantz, who also wil l serve on the NORDIAjury, 
has asked that SCC members consider exhibiting at this all-Nordic show. The prospectus wil l be avai lable 
on the Internet and there are no plans to print a bulletin, he said. Frantz would like to hear from possible 
exhibitors at gfcaptain@aol.com . Some 700 frames are being planned for the exhibition. 

NORD IA 2009 wi ll be held May 28-31 at Hafnar~orour, which is abo ut a 30-minute drive from the 
Reykjavik airport. Sigurour R. Petursson, the president of the Ice land ic Philatelic Federation, said Ice land 
hosted its first NORD IA exhi bition in 1984 and its most recent one in 2003. • 

1,000 Frames Fill NORDIA 2008 
There will be 1,000 frames of exhibits at NORD IA 2008 

to be held October 23-26 in Stavanger, Norway. Officials 
sa id in January that app lications exceeded the 1,000-frame 
limitation, but it appears "that all exhibi tors whose applications 
were received within the deadline wi ll get acceptance for at 
least one qualified exhibit." 

More information in English is being placed online 
at www.nordia2008.com, including examples of some of 
the co llectors' items that are available now and apparently 
wi ll be ava ilab le at the exhibition . These include personal 
stamps by two artists , Kjell Pahr-lversen and Helgi Joensen, 
who will be exhibiting some of their art at NORD IA. Other 

personali zed stamps ("mostly in smal l quantities") will be avai lab le at the show, which is the first NORD IA 
that Stavanger has hosted. Norway Post plans to issue a two-stamp co llectors ' sheet in conjunction with 
Stavanger 's se lection as a European Capital of Culture for 2008. 

For those planning to attend, hotel and contact information also is avai lab le on the NORD IA 2008 
Web site. SCC President Mats Roing (mr2284 I@gmail.com) and Director Mark Lorentzen (pumamarco@ 
roadrunner.com) are coord inating SCC's participation in NORD IA 2008. • 

SCC Member Services & Contacts 
Stamp Mart (USA) Eric Roberts , PO Box 460201, Houston, TX 77056 

Stamp Mart (Canada) Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cres., 
Winnipeg , MB,R2J 1 H9, Canada 

Website (www.scc-online.org) John DuBois 

Membership Inquiries Don Brent, PO Box 13196, El Cajon , CA 92022 

Local Chapters See list in each Posthom 

Helpers' LisU Traders ' List George Kuhhorn , PO Box 4486, 
Emerald Isle, NC 28594 

Complimentary Paul Albright, 4615 Hampshire St , 
Classified Ads Boulder, CO 80301-42 10 

Library Services Paul Albright, 4615 Hampsh ire St , 
Boulder, CO 80301-4210 

Cyber Chapter Ed Bode, 829 Western Air Dr., 
Jefferson City, MO 65109-0615 

Study Groups See list in each Posthom 
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eric.roberts@kbr.com 

stampman@mts.net 

jld@thlogic.com 

dbrent4 7@sprynet.com 

See list in each Posthom 

geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

palbright@wiche.edu 

palbright@wiche.edu 

edbode@juno.com 

See list in each Posthom 

37 



38 

New record Sale in our last Auction 
Total Turnover of more than NOK 14.000.000.-

The most expensive 
Norwegian skilling cover sold for 

NOK 2.655.000.-

48 skilling from Bergen to Konigsberg 

You will find a complete list of prices realized 
at our website 

www.frimerkehuset.no 
Participate as a vendor at the auction house 
where the big collections are being sold ! 

F.C. MOLDENHAUER AS 
BERGENS FRIMERKEFORRETNING 

Postboks 258 Sentrum - N0-5804 Bergen - Phone: +47 55 31 44 20 Fax:+47 55 32 63 55 

in co-operation with 

Frimerkehuset AS - 0stre Skostredet 2 - N0-5017 Bergen 

E-mail : frimerke@online.no 
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Cover Corner 

Puzzling Censor Mark on a Letter from Greenland 

By Kim Widen 

Sometimes you get an item in your collection that is 
unusual and puzzling at the same time. This is such an item. 
Some years ago 1 purchased a collection of covers sent fro m 
S0ndre Strnmfjord in Greenland. In the lot was a nice little 
cover with a combined 270-0re rate: 90-0re for the foreign 
letter rate up to 20 grams, 140-0re for registered mai l, and 
a 40-0re airmail surcharge per 5 grams. This rate indicates 
that the letter did not weigh more than fi ve grams. 

It was sent by Dr. Hart Hansen, a leading Danish doctor 
of medicine in the arctic climes, who traveled regularly to 
Greenland. It is postmarked in Sdr. Strnmfjord May 17, 
1972 and has an arrival mark in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
on May 25, 1972. There it received a rather unusual censor 
mark, in French, on the back. 

Unfortunately, the censor mark is difficu lt to read as 
it is pink inking on a blue envelope. The third line of the 
censor mark is very hard to make out, and I have not been 
able to come up with anything that makes sense. As far as 1 
have been able to make out, the censor mark reads: 

"Censure, Republique Khmere, (?unreadable? par 
inperialist'! ), Viet Cong et Nord-Vietnamien." 

The censor mark is, in my opinion, the most interesting 
feature of this Greenland cover, but what does the 
inscription say, and how was censorshi p in Cambodia organized? 1 would appreciate hearing from anyone 
who has knowledge of Cambodian censorship. • 

(Editor :s- Note: Kim Widen can be reached al Forchhammersvej 31 I th., 1920 Frederiksberg, Denmark; 
email, kim widen@sol.dk or kiwid@dsb.dk) 

Sweden Post Turns to Students 
for Stamp Designs 

SVERIGE • S ERIGE : 
11 KR 11 KR : 

: . . 
Sweden Post turned to a class of 13 budding graphic designers to come 

up with its 2008 Europa design on the theme of letters. The challenge to the 
,,Ji Q 

students of the Universi ty College of Arts, Crafts, and Design in Stockholm resul ted from discussions in 
Sweden Post's Stamps' Design Council on how to invigorate stamp design and fi nd new designers and 
creators. 

The post considered the students' designs and decided to produce the work of Pontus Bjorlin, who 
submitted one stamp showing a comma and a second with a semi-colon on it. The pair of 11 -kr stamps was 
released March 27. The punctuation marks, said Bjorli n, " reveal a silence, a tone of vo ice and phrasing; 
they give clues to hidden meanings. They are the writer 's breaths and looks, expressions, and gestures." 

Sweden Posten plans to continue collaborating with the des ign school in 2009. • 
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Albums Closed 

Svalbard Specialist Walter Jellum 

Walter Jell um, whose co ll ecting interests included the stamps, co ins, and scrip of Norway 
and Svalbard , passed away last July after a long illness. He was an acti ve member of Southern 
Califo rnia Chapter 17 and se rved as SCC's vice pres ident fo r chapters in 200 I and 2002. 

He prov ided many pages of illustrati ons and text to webs ites and journals dea ling with 
the speciali zed co ins and paper money of Norway and the scrip fro m Sva lbard. Hi s co llecti ons 
included items not represented in the museum co llecti ons in Norway. His contributi ons can 
be seen on the Numismondo world paper money catalog (www.num ismondo.com, search fo r 
Spitsbergen) and in Wi kipedia (sea rch fo r Grumant) and in rev iews of the Scandinav ian Ba nknote Pri ce 
Yearbook fo r 1997. 

When he joined SCC in 1972 , a 150-mile round-trip di d not dete r him fro m meeti ngs of the Southern 
Ca li fo rnia Chapter. Jellum, who is survived by hi s wife , Joani e, also wa a member of the American 
Society of Polar Philateli sts . 

- Paul Nelson 

Finnish-Russian Collector Leonard Tann 

Collector and author Leonard Tann, a ra bbi in Bi rmingham, England , died November 13 , at the age 
of 6 1. Rabbi Tann was an enthusias ti c co llector of class ic Finni sh and Russ ian materi al and was publi shed 
ex tensive ly in phil ateli c publications in Great Britain and the U.S., including The Posthorn, The Finnish 
Philatelist, and the Ross i ca Society journal. He was a member of SCC since 1997. 

Roger Quinby, past pres ident ofSCC, wrote of Rabbi Tann: " Hi s pilatelic loves included the 19 13 
Romanov Tercentenary Issues and the use of Russ ian stamps in Finland . He had a special interest in kopek 
franked ca rds from the Aland Islands." • 

Misperforated Swedish 
Coil Stamp Surfaces 

Misperfora ted Swedi sh coil stamps showing 
colorfu l red and black ladybugs are find ing their way 
into the philatelic marketplace. The correct perforati on 

SVERIGE 
~REV INRIKES 

SVERIGE 
!RE !NRIKES 

of the non-denominated stamps is vert ical so that they are eas ily removed from the 
co il strips. Some co il s were perforated hori zonta ll y, however, and were re leased to 
customers. 

A customer service representati ve of Sweden Posten told SCC member Charl es 
D. Schm idt that the first stamps had horizontal perforat ions bu t that was changed 
fo r customer convenience. All of the perf vari ety stamps were di stributed in January 
and February to sa les shops, such as supermarkets, convenience stores, etc. The 
misperforated stamps were show ing up fo r sa le fro m dealers and on eBay by late 
March. Sweden Posten does not publish in fo rmation concerning the quantity of stamps 
it issues. 

Schmidt contacted catalog publi sher Facit FOrl ags and was told that they 
were aware of the misperfo rati ons and "we think it's still easy to find it." Martin J. 
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Frankevicz, new issues editor of Scott Publishing Co., to ld Schmidt that a dealer had alerted Scott to the 
perf variety and "when we get it we wi ll li st it." Scott ass igned Sweden No. 2578 to the ladybug stamp 
(marked "Brev lnkrikes" for domestic postage) but li sted no vari ety initia ll y. A souvenir sheet of the 
ladybug stamp was issued with perforations on all four sides. 

The accompanying illustration , suppl ied to The Pas/horn by Erik Hamberg of the Sweden Post 
Museum Library, shows a strip of three vertica ll y perfed stamps and a pair with horizontal perforations. • 

- Paul Albright 

Post Office Move in Aland Brings Protests 
The closing of a post office in 

a government build ing in Aland 
and moving it to a more convenient 
location triggered protests, which 
Aland Post sa id was the result of 
misunderstanding as to its role. 
Postal serv ices at Eckero were shifted 
March 3 l from a l 80-year-old post 
office and customs bui lding that was 
built to demonstrate Russian prowess 
in its relations with Sweden. In the 
I 9'h Century, mail and travelers were 
transported between Sweden and 
Eckero, passing through one of the 
largest structures on the islands. 

The old Eckero post and customs bu ilding is seen from rocks at the 
seaside. The post office was located in the left wing. (Photos by 
Lauri Poropudas). 

In the modern era the office 
catered to summer tourists and co llectors but was not 
conveniently located to Eckero 's inhabitants. The new office 
is in a conven ience store in the heart of the vi ll age ofStorby 
on Eckero. When wo rd circulated that the old post office was 
go ing to close, protest petitions attracted 650 signatures. 

"There has been a lot of misunderstanding concerning the 
mission of the Aland Post," sa id Bjorn Wennstrom , marketing 
manager for Aland Post. " People have not yet reali zed that it 
is not the Aland Post's business to run an in format ion office 
for tourists. ln fact, opening a contract office makes the post 
office se rvices more avai lable fo r customers as they have longer 
opening hours and also open during Saturdays and Sundays." 

The petitions did have an impact, however. There are 
plans to open a "summer sa les" office in the old building and 
Wennstrom sa id it is hoped that "some kind of postal museu m 
can be started in the building soon concentrating on how the 
post was hand led on Aland in the old days." 

There were no Last Day Cancels since the Eckero office 
on ly moved locations and was not shut down , said Wennstrom. • 

A sign on the wall of the post office notes 
that this was an important point along the 
post road dating back to 1638. 

- Information supplied by Lauri Poropudas and Kauko Aro. 
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SCC Library Auction #12 
(Closing Date July 21 , 2008) 

This is the twe lfth aucti on of items being offered to SCC members. These 19 lots are dupli cates of 
current SCC Lib rary holdings. Rea lizati ons will be used to help the SCC Libra ry, espec ia ll y for literature 
acq ui sitions. Place bids with Roger C ichorz, 3925 Longwood Avenue, Boulder, CO 80305-7233 , USA; 
telephone 303 -494-836 1, or e-mail rc ichorz@comcast.net. This aucti on closes on Jul y, 2 1, 2008. 

The terms of sa le are identi ca l to those publi shed on Page 26, May, 2004 issue of The Post horn. To 

conserve space, the Terms are not repeated here (please refer to the May, 2004 issue) . 
The minimum bid accepted fo r a lot is the sta1i ing bid . Wherever poss ible, the auctioneer 's estimated 

market va lue (EMV) or actua l curre nt market va lue fro m dea lers' price lists (C MV) fo r the lot is inc luded 
in the descripti on as a gui de line fo r bidders. The hi ghest (s uccessful ) bid will be placed at one bidding 
increment over the second-place bid. Bidding increments are: $0.50 to $5 = $0.50, $5 to $25 = $ 1, $25 to 
$50 = $2, and >$50 = $3 . Bids are in U.S . currency. 

Lot Numbers and Descriptions: 
Scandinavia: The first three lots comprise issues of The Scandinavian Scribe ( in Eng li sh), the 

publicati on of the No11h Jersey Chapter of the SCC, stapl e-bound , 5 Y2x8 inches . These issues ru n 16-20 
pages and conta in an interesting and useful mi x of a1i icles (studi es of c lassic issues, detecti on of fo rgeri es, 
cancels/postmarks, etc. covering a ll Scandinavian/Nordi c areas) as we ll as chapter news, auctions, and 

proj ects. Many of the issues in a ll three of these lots were franked with contemporary U.S . commemorati ve 

stamps of the peri od. The value of these stamps and items as " modern U.S. postal hi story" is not considered 
in the low estimates. 
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I. Scandinavian Scribe, complete run of Volumes 1-5 ( 1965-69, whole issues # 1-64) plus 33 different issues of 
Volumes 8-11 ( 1972-75) , 97 issues tota l. EMV = $48, Starting Bid = $ 15. 
2. Scandinavian Scribe, complete run of Volumes 1-5 ( 1965-69 , whole issues # 1-64, issue # I is a photocopy). 
EMV = $32, Starting Bid = $ 10. 
3. Scandinavian Scribe, incomplete run of Volumes 1-5 ( 1965-69, 46 of 64 iss ues). EMV = $23 , Starti ng Bid = 
$5 . 
4. Finland: The Finnish Philatelist, quarterly newsletter of the SCC Finni sh Study Group, in Engl ish , edited 
by Roger P. Q uinby, stap le-bound , 8 '/2x 11 inches, incomplete run of 19 issues from Vol. 6, No. 4 (August, 
200 I) thro ugh Vol. 12, No. I (February, 2007) , whole nos. 20-42 , missing nos. 24, 27 , 31, and 41. Extremely 
useful contemporary journal that contains Engli sh- trans lation reprints of articles originall y published in F inni sh 
philatelic periodicals and origi nal research artic les . EMV = $38, Starting Bid = $ I 0. 
5. Postal History/Rates/Worldwide: De Pariteit van Munt en in de Postgeschiedenis, 1700-187 5/Parity of 
Currencies in Postal History, 1700-1875, in Dutch (with six-page Introductions in English, French, and Gennan), 
by Leonard H. J. Janssen, published 2001, 50 I pages, profuse ly illustrated, hardbound, pristine. Although written 
in Dutch, this book is replete with rate tables and monetary conversions, along with illustrations ofprephilatelic 
covers and detailed exp lanations of their postal markings, so it will not be a hindrance to Engli sh-language users. 
A thoroughly documented and footnoted research treatise on pre-UPU posta l rates for all mail s, this book is 
probably the most thorough "a ll in one place" compilation of postal-rates and currency-conversion information 
ever published! A magnificentl y produced, oversized ( 12" x 8") "coffee table"-sty le book, this publi cation 
appears indi spensab le for the serious posta l hi storian , prephilatelic-cover speciali st, or philatelic bibliophile. 
CMV = $66, Starting Bid = $25. 
6. Miscellaneous/Scandinavia: Twenty-First American Philatelic Congress Book, 1955, 160 pages , profuse ly 
illustrated, hardbound, pristine. Conta ins 15 artic les, including frame varieties of the DWI bicolored issues by 
Doris T. Stericker, pre-adhesive mark ings of Christiania (Os lo) by G. P. Grabfie ld and Henrik Thrap-Meyer, and 
pre-stamp postmarks of Norway by Svend Yort. CMV = $35 , Starting Bid = $10. 
7. Worldwide/Forgeries: The Fournier Album of Philatelic Forgeries - A Photographic Composite for 
Reference Purposes, Lowell Ragatz (Ed.), reprint edition by Janet van den Berg, Worthington, OH, 1970, 
175 pages, profusely illustrated , softbound, excellent condition. Conta ins a four-page alphabetical index and 
illustrated reproductions of Fournier 's 1914 priceli st of philate lic forgeries and original Fournier 171-page album 
of facsimiles. CMV = $75, Starting Bid = $25. 
8. Denmark: The Railway Post Offices of Denmark, by Anthony M. Good body, Mobile Post Office Society, 
Holmdel , NJ , 1979, illustrated, 27 pages, paperback, pristine. Usefu l guide that inc ludes the hi story, postm ark 
types, and alphabet ical listing of railway post offices, and a map of Denm ark's ra ilway post office routes. CMV = 
$14, Starting Bid = $5. 
9. Denmark: Danmarks Posthuse 1624-1989/Denmark's Post Houses 1624-1989, in Danish, by Vagn 
Jensen, Henning Kaaber, and Hans Ehlern Jessen, Kj0benhavns Philateli st Klub, Copenhagen, 1990, 317 pages, 
hardbound, pristine; includes a separate paperback summary in English and German, 20 pages. Written in 
Danish, this book comprises tabul ar alphabetical compilations of all Danish posthuse (the Dani sh Post Office 
term for all permanent places of di spatch of mail regardless of size and kind). It lists all Danish post offices 
(including Iceland and the Faroes while under Danish administration), locations, status/type, dates of operation, 
sub-offices, military stations, etc. Essential reference for Denmark postal hi storians and Danish postmark 
collectors. CMV = $ 110, Starting Bid = $30. 
I 0. Denmark: P& Ts Historie ti/ I 71 l !Post and Telegraphs History to l 7I1 , in Danish, by Otto Madsen, Post
og Te legrafva::senet, Copenh agen , 199 1, 437 pages, profusely illustrated, hardbound , pristine. T hi s beautifull y 
produced book is Vo lume I of the Danish P&T's offic ia l hi story, five-volume seri es abo ut the development and 
estab li shment of the Danish Post Office . CMV = $85, Sta1t ing Bid = $25 . 
11. Denmark: Danske Breve 1851-1979, Bind I/Danish Letters 1851-1979. Volumes land Ii, in Danish, by 
J0rgen Gotfredsen and Jesper Haff, Aarhus Frima::rkehande l (AFA) , Aarhus, Denmark, 1979, 224 and 174 pages, 
respectively, profusely illustrated, hardbound , pristine. Postal ra tes and services (Vo lume l) and catalogi ng 
and pricing on cover by stamp issue (Vo lume 11 ); essential books for serious Danish cover and postal hi story 
co ll ectors . CMV = $65, Starti ng Bid = $25. 
12. Denmark: Bogen om Danske SkiL/ingsbreve 1851-1874/The Book on Danish Skilling Covers 1851-1874, 
in Danish, by Ole Steen Jacobsen, Bogtrykkeriet, Gentofte, Denmark, 1995, 159 pages, profusely illustrated, 
hardbound, pristine. An essential reference covering all aspects of the postal history, rates, markings and usages 
of the skilling issues on cover; Danish text, but with useful Engli sh introduction and table of contents. CMV = 
$86, Starting Bid = $25 . 
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13. Norway: Norske Brev.f@r 1855/Norwegian Covers Be.fore 1855, in Norwegian, by I va r Sundsbo, 
Fil ateli stisk Forl ag A/S, Bergen, Norway, 1989, 142 pages, profuse ly illustrated, softbound, good condition. A 
va luable reference about Norwegian prephil ate lic covers, which includes route maps, ra te marki ngs, rate tables, 
and Scandinav ian/European 185 1-1 875 currency-translation tables. CMV = $54, Starting Bid = $ 18. 
14. Norway: Sj@- Postruter pa Utlande/Norwegian Sea Postal Routes to and.fiwn Foreign Countries, in 
Norwegian, by Per Eirik Danielsen, Norsk Fil ate li stforbund/Fil atelisti sk Forl ag A/S, Os lo/Bergen, 199 1, 89 
pages, profuse ly illustrated, hardbound, exce ll ent condition. Im porta nt book about the Bergen-Newcast le, 
Kri sti ansand-Newcastle, and other ma il routes; includes detail s of the ships, postal hi story, and postmarks. CMV 
= $38, Starting Bid = $ 12. 
15. Norway: Feltposttjenes/en i Storbritannia Under den 2. Verdenskrig/Norwegian Mili tG/:)I Mail in Great 
Britain During World War II , in Norwegian, by Hilmar Eri ksen, Norway Post Museum, Oslo, 1972, 48 pages, 
profuse ly illustra ted , paperback, prist ine. Covers thi s feature of ex il e mail. CMV = $ 14, Starting Bid = $4. 
16. Sweden: Svenska brev, Forfilateli fi-an 1600-talet till 1855/Swedish Letters/Prephilately .from About 1600 
Until 1855, in Swedi sh, by Karl-Eri k Stenberg, Bokfo rl aget Forum AB, Stockholm, 1974, 128 pages, profuse ly 
illustrated, hardbound ., pri stine. Twenty-six brief chapters on just about all aspects of Swed ish postal hi story and 
covers. CMV = $ 18, Starting Bid = $6. 
17. Sweden: Skilling Banco Stamps of Coat of Arms Type, in Engli sh, by Hugo Olsson, translated by Eric 
Hall ar, Postal Museum Communication No. 30, Postverkets Tryckeri , Stockholm, 1955, 158 pages, profuse ly 
illustrated, softbound, pristine. Encyclopedic treatment of the hi story, types, printings, plate fl aws, varieties, 
errors, and reprints of thi s stamp issue. CMY = $24, Starting Bid = $ I 0. 
18. Sweden: Sweden Coal of Arms Ore Values 1858-1872, in Engli sh, by Per Sjoman, Eri k Helmers, and Einer 
Wockatz, SPF-authori zed trans lation by Sven Ahman fro m the Swedish Philatelic Federation 5· Handbook, Part 
I - 1961 , Scandinavian Philate li c Foundation, Thousand Oaks, CA, 1984, 11 4 pages, illustrated, softbound, 
pristine. Importa nt treatment concerning the history, proofs/tri als, types, printings , plate flaws , vari eties, errors, 
and reprints of thi s stamp issue. CMV = $18, Sta1ti ng Bid = $7 . 
19. Sweden: Den Gula Treskillingen, £11.frimiirke och dess underbara odenfran aldsta tider till vara dagarl 
The Yellow Th ree Skilling Banco, A Stamp and its.fantastic.fate fimn the early days to the present time, in 
Swedish, by Sven Ahmam, R M Skogs Forl ags AB, Ma lmo, Sweden, 1975, 143 pages, profuse ly illustrated, 
hardbound , good condition except sp ine damage at top; includes a separate Summary in English of The Yellow 
Three Skilling Banco, by Sven Ahmam, 1975, paperback, 40 pages. Interesting book about thi s unique color-error 
stamp. Includes a mounted facs imile/rep rint se-tenant mint souvenir sheet of the ye ll ow 3sk banco alongs ide the 
normal 3sk green and 8sk ye ll ow stamps. CMV = $ 18, Starting Bid = $7. • 

Prices Realized - SCC Library Auction #11 
(Closed January 21 , 2008) 

# I = $4. 50, #3 = $2 1, #4 = $7, #5 = $3 .50, #6 = $35, #7 = $7, #8 = $6, #9 = $8, # 10 = $8, # 11 = $7, # 12 
= $4, # 14 = $3 .50, # 15 = $22, # 16 = $27, # 17 = $ 15, # 18 = $4, and # 19 = $3. 

Summary: There were I 0 bidders, nine of whom were successful in winning one or more lots. In all , 17 of 
the 19 lots so ld, wi th rea li zati ons totaling $ 185.50 aga inst cumulati ve sta rting bids of $ 134. • 

Member Advertisements 

Wanted: Member seeks individual examples or a co ll ection of Thomas Cook-related WWII undercover 
mail. Contact Ed Fraser, 195 Marine Street, Fa rmingdale, NY 11 735 ; efraser@msn.com. 

Library Want List: The SCC Library is seeki ng auction cata logs of Carl Pe lander from the 1940s into 
the 1960s to fi 11 its run of these ph ii a te l ic reference works. For donations to the Library (or to borrow 
materi als), contact Paul Albright at palbright@wiche.edu . (The Library Committee acknow ledges with 
thanks the recent donati on of prev iously req uested Facit cata logs by members Karl Kl aus (#3053) and 
Rufus Wil son (#3969). 
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Amazing results 
at Postiljonen s Jubilee Auction! 

2 RBS never hinged pair - sold for Euro 55 200 

Please view the full list of prices realized at 
www.postiljonen.com and we think you will 
agree that the time is excellent to entrust us 

···: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

with your treasures! 

Contact us today I 

stampauctions@postiljonen.se 

AuctionHouse international 

Postiljonen AB · Box 537 · SE-20 I 25 Malmo· Sweden · Tel. +46 (0)40 25 88 50 ·Fax. +46 (0)40 25 88 59 



View tens of thousands of exciting stamps and covers on our website. 
We are also major buyers of all stamp properties. When you're ready 

to sell, contact us for a candid assessment of your holdings. 

NORTHLAND 
INTERNATIONAL TRADING, LLC 

80 Bloomfield Ave., Caldwell, NJ 07006 
Tel: 973-226-0088 or 800-950-0058 
Fax: 973-403-2601 A_ 
Email: northstamp@aol.com £ 

View our entire stock online ... new material added daily. 

www.northstamp.com 
Send us a want list, or call 1-800-950-0058! 


