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Forty Countries to Issue 
Polar Protection Stamps 

Finland Post is coordinati ng the efforts of approx imate ly 40 
postal agenc ies to issue stamps re lated to global warming that 
ca ll for the preservation of polar regions and glac iers . Most postal 
agencies in Scandinavia are participating in the project with 
stamps being issued between January and March , 2009. 
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Each country wi ll decide on the motif it will use, but a 
shared feature will be a crystal insignia as shown on the Finland 
stamps . In add ition to Finland, polar preservation stamps will be 
issued by the Faroe Islands, Greenland , Iceland, Norway, Aland, 
and more than 30 other countries. 

The Finni sh issue is distinctive in that " Preserve the Polar 
Regions and Glaciers" is printed in Engli sh on its pair of first 
class stamps. A representative of Fi nland's postal agency (Posti) 
cou ld not recall a previous time in whi ch Engli sh appeared on 
a Finnish stamp, although there has been Engli sh printed in the 
margins of Finland sheets. 

Images in the series can be viewed at http: //www.posti.fi / 
postimerkkikeskus/preservethepolarregionsandglaciers.html 

- Paul Albright 
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The Mysterious Danish Emergency Stamp 
of 1963 

By Toke Nerby and John R. Sabin 

Background 
On March 8, 1991 , a story appeared in many Danish newspapers 1 concerning the release of an 

"emergency" stamp that had been printed almost 45 years earli er, in 1963, at the height of the Cold War. 
The ex istence of this stamp had been kept secret for nearly 30 years. Let us begin in the 1960s. 

In the early 1960s, it was not c lear to the world whether U.S. and Soviet confrontations wou ld erupt 
in open hostilities - possibly nuclear. Those were the years of the Cuban missile crisis and the building of 
the Berlin Wall. The Danes were worri ed about their vu lnerability and sovereignty since the area is of great 
strategic importance wi th respect to access to the Baltic. They worried that the Danish is lands, and perhaps 
part of western Jutland, coul d be occupied by Warsaw Pact forces, thus endangering Danish sovereignty 
over those lands and interrupti ng normal civil services, such as the post. Such postal prob lems had occurred 
in Iceland, Green land, and the Faroes during World War II. 

ln 1959, the Danes had passed a law concerning civil preparedness.2 Among other things, this law 
covered the financ ing and protection of various necessary publ ic papers, including postal records and 
stamps. The detail s of the p lans for the post, which were to be kept deeply secret, were known only to 
Prime Minister Jens Otto Krag, Public Works Minister Kai Lindberg, and M inister of Defense Po ul Hansen. 
Apparently records were not kept, as there is no trace of them in ministerial archives. The exact stri ng 
of events is not known, as the contingency plans for continuing postal serv ices if part of Denmark was 
occupied, have not yet been released. 

It is known,3 however, that part of the contingency plans involved production of emergency stamps. 
The planning for production of the stamps, to be carried out in secrecy, was left to the Post Office's Genera l 
Director, Gunnar Pedersen,4•5 and to B.M. Andersen, chief of the Post Office's Third Technica l Division,5 

with help from Ejg il Rasmussen, who was responsible fo r production of posta l forms. 

Production 
The emergency stamps (n0dfrima:rker) were to 

be printed in red with "Emergency stamp, a post horn, 
domestic postage, Denmark" printed on them. A block 
of fo ur such stamps is shown in Figure 1. The stamp 
was undenominated with the idea that it could be used 
in an emergency situation without overprinting as postal 
rates might change. At the time of printing, the primary 
domestic rate was 35 0 re. 

In order to keep the ex istence of the emergency 
stamps secret, it was decided that they should not be 
produced by the Dani sh postal printing service, as there 
were too many people in volved. Rather, a fa mily-owned 
print shop, J. fargensen & Co., at that time located at 
Kristalgade 186 in Copenhagen, was chosen to produce 
the stamps. In the past, J0rgensen & Co. had printed both 
postal stationery and overprints for the postal serv ice and 
was a state-authorized print shop. At the time, J0rgensen 
& Co. was in the process of moving the ir print shop to 
Artillerivej 40, Islands Brygge, on Amager, and most of 
the personnel moved there. Apparently the emergency 
stamps were printed in the old print shop on Kristalgade, 
which would have provided additiona l secrecy, as there Figure 1. Danish e mergency s ta mp of 1963. 

The Posthorn, November 2008 

> 
3 



would have been fewer workers there. Perforation began at the Kri sta lgade location and was finished 
on Artillerivej. The process began in March, 1963, and took nearly a year to complete. Eventua lly, the 
firm was so ld and the records destroyed. S imilarl y, there is seem ing ly no record of the production of the 
emergency stamp in the Danish Postal records. Appare ntl y correspondence conce rnin g the emergency 
stamps was by personal communication through B.M. Andersen, who is deceased. 

The production of the emergency stamp6·7 must have begun with a sketch or concept of the new stamp. 
Unfortunate ly no record of this sketch , or who designed it, remains. B.M. Andersen and A.E. Rasmussen 
discussed the design and produced a simp le paper sketch.8 T he design started s imply with the posthorn 
and crossed arrows symbo l of the Post and Telegraph as shown in Figure 2 . It shou ld be noted that the 
cross arrows of the telegraph serv ice, as we ll as the crown, are absent. One exp lanat ion7 fo r this is that if 
the country was sp lit and the eastern part, notab ly Zee land , was occupied, then the King wo uld no longer 
be ab le to function in the remaining part of the country, and he would no longer have responsibility for 
the post. Th us the crown disappeared , as did the arrows, which represented the telegraph service, as the 

Figure 2: The posthorn and 
crossed arrows of the Danish 
Post & Telegraph office. 

I I 
I I I 
I I [ 

I I I 

telegraph serv ice was not in vo lved in this problem. The posthorn of the 
emergency stamp is identica l to that on Post G iro (savings) cards of that 
time. Due to the necess ity for haste and sec recy, it wou ld have been easy 
and convenient to build the design of the emergency stamp around the same 

Figure 3: An enlarged 
print from the proof print 
leading to the matrix 
shown in Figure 4. 
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des ign then being used for the Giro card. 
After the design on the paper sketch was 

agreed upon, an engraved mirror image of 
the design was set up containing the text and 
posthorn c l iche. A proof print was made and 
approved by the Genera l Post Office. 8 

Fol low ing an etching process this cl iche 
was coated with copper and so ldered to a piece 
of lead. Such a c liche is called a patrice. The 
process was repeated 26 times and 20 of these 
were mounted in four rows of five and were 
pressed into wa rmed plast ic, producing matrices 
of 20 impressions each . Electrotypes were made 
from these plastic matri ces. Eleven of the plastic 
matrices have survived and a re at the Post & Tele 
Museum in Copenhagen. The patrice appare ntl y 

is no longer extant, but a print from it does 
exist and is shown in Figure 3. 

The 11 matrices (see Figure 4) 
were used to produce6 440 e lectrop lated 
mirror images or galvanos. These were 
separated, and each was individually fixed 
to a metal block to be used for printing. 
There is specu lation that the electrop lating 
was done at Egmont H. Petersen , Kg!. 
Hoftrykkeri (later Gutenberg Hus and 
now Egmont) in Copenhagen, which had 
fac iliti es fo r producing the galvanos in 
such a large number. 3 The 400 finished 
printing blocks, or c li ches, were assembled 
into four printing plates of I 00 ( I 0 x I 0) 
printing blocks each. 

The four printing plates were then 
assembled together and used to produce a 
6 I x45 cm. print sheet cons isting of four 

Figure 4: Matrix of 20 impressions of the emergency stamp. sheets of I 00 stamps each. One of the 
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two known fu ll sheets is shown in 
Figure 5. It shou ld be noted that the 
perforations run through both the 
right and left selvage in both known 
full sheets, so they must have come 
from the left side of the print sheet. 
Whether it is from the second or 
third quadrant position is unknown. 

The emergency stamps were 
printed us ing letterpress on a 
paper not used before by the postal 
service, and w ith matte Davac 
g lue.3·7·9 There is specu lation that 
different papers might have been 
used in the print run, but this cannot 
be confirmed due to the lack of 
controlled storage conditions.6 In 
add ition , there is some uncertainty 
concern ing the orig in of the 
paper. One opinion is that it was 
produced at the Silkeborg Paper 
Mi ll , in Jut land,10 while another11 

maintains that this cannot be true, 
as the Silkeborg mill delivered 
on ly watermarked aerogram stock 
to the Post. In fact, the paper was 
Swedish,7 and was procured through 
a company cal led Crown Gummed 
Paper, later Crown Emballage.8 Due 
to the haste with which the printing 

Figure 5: Finished sheet of 100 emergency stamps. 

process was carried out, the print quality is not high.12 The ink is not uniform and in some cases the red ink 
has run into the white lettering. The two complete sheets of emergency stamps available for viewing at the 
P&T Muse um show no plate numbers, so it is assumed that the sheets were printed without plate nu mbers. 

The perforation is I 3x 13. It has been specul ated that J0rgensen & Co. did not have the equipment 
to perforate the stamp sheets but seconded it to another printer w ith a perforating machine, namely E.H . 
Petersen in Copenhagen.6 This apparently is not the case. The emergency stamps were perforated fo ur 
sheets at a time on a special hydraulic perforator,7· 11 bui lt by 
the German company W. Kroll and Co. KG., which was still 
in use at J0rgensen & Co. as late as 199 1. The perforations are 
not uni form, and some sheets are we ll-centered while others 
are certainly not. 13 (A deta iled description and analysis of 
the printing process is given by Schwe izer in Ref. 7, with a 
correction in Ref. 11.) 

The sheets of I 00 stamps each were packaged in bundles 
of 500 sheets and tied w ith a cord and sealed (see Figure 6). 14 

The package that was opened was wrapped in paper marked 
"Agreement between the Danish Dentists Association and 
the Office and Employees Union in Denmark concerning the 
conditions of employment in denta l offices." 5 As th is agreement 
is known to have been s igned on November 19, 1963, it fixes 
the date for the packing of this bund le or emergency stamps 
and provides a general time frame for the packaging. Also 
packed were I Ox I 0 zinc printing plates (see Figure 7), 15 so that, 

Figure 6: Bundle of 500 sheets of 
emergency stamps (from newspaper 
photo). 
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if needed, more stamps could 
be produced loca ll y. The z inc 
plates, weighing 540g each, are 
about 20 percent lighter than the 
normal copper pl ates and thus 
eas ier to transport and store. 

The stamps and plates 
were sea led in lead-lined 
wooden boxes that ca rried 
instructi ons not to open them 
without ex p I ic it directions 
from the government. Eight 
boxes were prepared and placed 
in impo1tant strateg ic places 
around Denmark. Where the 
boxes should be depos ited 
was apparently determined by 
B.M . Andersen.5 A lthough the 
spec ifi c places are not known, it 
is like ly that they were placed in 
mid-Zee land (Copenhagen and 
Nxstved?), Fynen (Odense?), 
somewhere on the Dani sh Figure 7 : Detail of z in c printing plate bundled with the e me rge ncy s tamps 

sma ll er is lands, and two or 
three in Jutl and (A lborg, 
Arhus, and somewhere in S011derjyll and?), and one each on Bornh o lm (R0nne?) and the Faroe Is lands 
(Torshavn?) .3•5•11·16 The boxes were to be pl aced in safe places, but not necessaril y in post offices. For 
example, they might be placed with high-ra nking offic ia ls, 17 and it is not c lea r if they were moved about 
befo re 1991. 5 (The box from the Faroe Is lands was re turned to Den mark when the Faroes became posta ll y 
independent in 1975.) 

Discovery: 1991 
The first crack in the ve il of secrecy came in 1988 when a co ll ector sent one of the emergency stamps 

to the Frimcerke Nyt co lumn in Politiken. 18 A pi cture of the stamp was published unde r the heading " Hvad 
er sa dette?" (So w hat is thi s?). Specul at ion was that it was an essay or proof of a stamp, but there was no 
immed iate answer. The questi on was repri sed a few weeks later 19 w ith the nota tion that no answer was 
forthcoming from postal authoriti es. 

There things stood unti l the ex istence of the emergency stamps was announced by Post Danmark 
three years later, March 8, 199 1. It is unk nown why the ex istence of these stamps was made known at that 
time, but there is specul ati on that the First G ul f War made people think, again, of the prob lems of Dani sh 
securi ty. ln additi on, Lis Birkeda l had recently been appo in ted as the director of the new ly fo rmed Postens 
Frimx rke Center (the fo rmer Postens Filate li ) . As part of her reorgani zati on, she dec ided (at Knud Mohr 's 
suggesti on) that, ra ther than destroying the now use less emergency stamps, they would be made ava il able 
to co ll ectors as an important part of Danish posta l hi story. Thus, their ex istence was dec lass ified and made 
publi c. 

Stamps for Sale 
The Dani sh government prev iously had considered destroy ing the stamps. Knud Mohr, then pres ident 

of the Dani sh Philate lic Federati on (DFF), had the idea that some stamps should be donated to DF F. The 
government, th rough Lis Birkedal, agreed to g ive DFF as many stamps as it cou ld se ll. Severa l conditi ons 
would apply:6 

DFF could ta ke possess ion of up to one million stamps. 
OFF wo uld se ll the stamps at a fixed price, later determined to be 30 Dkr per stamp. 

> 
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Everyone, collectors and dealers, domestic and foreign, would pay the same price. 
The VAT would be determined in agreement with the tax authorities. 
The VAT saved by sa les to foreigners, who need not pay VAT, wil l be g iven to Fl P, the 
internatio nal phi late lic organization. 
The stamps wi ll be de livered to OFF in I 0-blocks (2 high by 5 long), and on ly in thi s format. 
Before delivery all se lvage was to be removed. Thus, the only full sheets of the emergency stamps 
are located at the P&T Museum in Copenhagen. 

• A fracti o n of the proceeds of the sa le wou ld go to the Danish P&T museum. 
The remainder of the proceeds would be used for the good of philately. 
All emergency stamps unsold by December 3 I, 1991, would be destroyed. 

The emergency tamps were provided to OFF only in blocks of I 0, but were so ld to the pub lic as 
I 0-blocks, 4-blocks, si ngles, and various other blocks and strips contai ning fewer than I 0 stamps. OFF 
divided up the blocks before sale. 

Single stamps and blocks were sold in cardboard fo lders with a print of an emergency stamp block of 
four on the cover and entitled: "Emergency stamps. Denmark 1963. A philatelic sensatio n without parallel 
in world postal hi story." (Translated.) There fo llowed a sho rt description of the stamps and their origin, 
and a comment that stamps unso ld by December 3 1, 199 1, would be destroyed. This ca rd was printed in 
Danish, but there are apparently some printed in German as we! I. Were there any in Eng li sh? 

The sale of the emergency stamps began on Stamp Day (Frimrerkets Dag), March 14, 199 1, and would 
continue to the end of the calendar year. At that time, a ll unsold copies of the emergency stamp would be 
destroyed. As agreed wi th the postal and tax authori ties, fo re ign buyers could not deduct the VAT, but the 
authorities agreed to g ive 5.40 DKr to FIP3 for each stamp sold outs ide Denmark. There were 146,040 
stamps sold2021 for a tota l of 3,686, 723.4 7 DKr.22 Of th is, the Postal Museum got 146,040 DKr, and Fl P 
received 72,990. 7 1 DKr. After administrative costs were deducted, that left 2,48 1,87 1.0 I DKr as profit for 
OFF. Of this, one million crowns was deposited in DFF's Foundation account, and the rest was earmarked 
for support of member services and exhibition costs. It is interesting that, at the time of thi s writing, 
emergency stamps are be ing offered for sa le at prices va ry ing between $ 1.50 and $ 13.00 each. 

Today, the emergency stamp is listed in the A FA catalog, but it has no catalog number. 

Further Questions 
One exception was made to the condition that a ll unsold emergency stamps wou ld be destroyed at the 

end of 1991. That was that two fu ll sheets of the emergency stamps wou ld be deposi ted at the Post & Tele 
Museum, along w ith two I Oxl 0 printing plates, and severa l matrices. These objects remain there. 

There should be no ful l sheets of emergency stamps in the hands of collectors. However, there have 
been rumors of the existence of at least one such sheet. As early as 1992, there was a report23 of a full sheet 
that had been bought in Norway and was in the hands of a Danish col lector. At the time, the specul ation 
was that stamps deposited at Torshavn had been opened when the faroes gained their postal independence 
in 1976, and that at least one sheet had been removed at that time. No further direct evidence of this sheet 
has surfaced. 

[n 2000/200 1 one full sheet was found in an estate ofa po lice officer from the fraud department. There 
is no explanation why he had the sheet, but one guess was that he had an orig inal sheet to check against any 
" home made" emergency stamps - if such a situation arose.24 T his sheet was g iven to Lis Birkeda l at Post 
Dan mark. 

[n addition , a full sheet of emergency stamps was offered at auction25 in December, 2004. The bidding 
increased quickly to 5,000 + DKr. when postal authorities (Lis Birkedal) stopped the auction and confiscated 
the sheet, as it was presumpti vely stolen property. Presumably the sheet was destroyed. 

Although much is known about the Danish emergency stamp of 1963, there are still severa l points to 
be cleared up. These inc lude: 

Where did the example of the emergency stamp that showed up in 1988 come from? What 
happened to it? 
Collectors could not resist sending letters franked with the n0dfrimrerke so severa l "used" copies 
exist, but have no value. There are rumors that an authentic canceled emergency stamp exists: It 
would be ni ce to have it expertised. 
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As mentioned above, the haste and sec recy of the printing process led to a print quality that was 
less than ideal. That would lead one to expect that errors exist. Some have been mentioned ,6 but 
there has been no systematic cata loging of errors. Examination of the two full sheets at the P&T 
museum show man y small errors , mostly ink bleeding into the lettering, but no larger errors 
beyond those previously recorded .6 

Similarly, the print quality should lead to the possibility of plating the issue. This has not yet been 
done,6· 10· 12 perhaps as these have not been considered to be real stamps. 
A lthough th is emergency stamp is unique in Danish postal hi story, one might wonder if others 
might have ex isted around the world .10·12 Apparentl y there was a spec ial stamp printed by the 
French Resistance to be used during the World War II occupation but remaining copies were 
destroyed at the time of liberation. 12 Clearl y, such a stamp wou ld not be needed today with the 
advanced technology of franking machines. 
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8 Peter Schweizer, from conversations in 199 1 with people in vo lved with the production of the emergency stamps in 
1963. 
9 Davac dry gum papers are products of the Nashua Corp. of ashua, NH, and are designed for use as water adhesi ve 
labels. 
10 Dan Laursen, The Post horn 48/2, 51 ( 1991 ), The Post horn 4814, 180 ( 199 1 ). 
11 Peter Schweizer, Skilling 1914, 15 ( 199 1 ). 
12 Lenn art Weber, Dansk Filatelistisk Tidsskri/i 5214, 182-1 86 ( 1991 ). 
13 Jan Bendix, Skilling 1914, 10-11 ( 1991 ). 
14 NB : There are no more bundles of the emergency stamps intact. Apparently one bundle was broken up and the stamps 
were so ld. However, there exists one picture of an intact bundle, which is reproduced here. On the paper wrapping is 
written "500 ark nodfritmerker" or "500 sheets of emergency stamps." 
15 Preben Hellelund, Fyns Stiflstidene, 8 March, 1991 , Sect. I, p.13. 
16 Toke 0rby - http ://www. norbyhus.dk/nodfrim.html. 
17 Jan Bendix, Skilling 1913, 4-5 (199 1). 
18 Holger Philipsen in Frimcerke Nyt 7, Politiken, 21 February, 1988, Sect. Husnogle, p.23 . 
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19 Holger Philipsen in Frimcerke Ny! 13, Politiken, 3 April , 1988, Sect. Husnogle, p.24. 
20 Regnskab for N0dfrima:rker, Dansk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift 5216, 3 19 ( 1991 ). 
21 Knud Mohr, Dansk Filatelislisk Tidsskrifl 5314 , 179 ( 1992). 
22 The exchange rate in 1991 was approximately 7 DKr per do llar. 
23 Lennart Weber, Dansk Fi/atelistisk Tidsskrifl 53/8, 350-351 ( 1992). 
24 Otto Kja:rgaard, Dansk Posthistorisk Tidsskrift, 2912, 64-65 (200 I). 
25 Lauritz.com, Auctioneers, Langebjerg, Roskilde, Denmark. 

Faroes Issues Its First Franking Labels 
The Farnes issued its first franking labels on October 

6 at a self-service " Post-n-Go" machine located at a Shell 
convenience store in G0ta. Two machines were to be 
insta lled at Shell service stations in T6rshavn and another 
in Klaksvik later in October. 

The machi nes wi ll issue self-adhesive labels ranging 
from DKK 0.50 to a maximum of DKK 100. Philatelic 
customers, however, must order labels from the philatelic 
office of the Faroes Post with a face value no less than DKK 6.00. First day covers are to remain available 
until April. The plan is to issue a new set of labels annua lly. 

For further information or to place orders, contact: Philatelic Office, Postverk F0roya, F0-100 
T6rshavn, Faroe Islands, or email fi lateli@post.fo. • 

Scandinavia 
The Scandinavian Specialist since 1973 

• Building fine collections for exhibition, research , and enjoyment. Offering approvals 

fro m your specific want list o r a description of your spec ia lized interests. 

• Comple te private treaty services for your Scandinavian material. 

• Active buyer of complete collections or individual items. High prices paid. Avoid the 

de lays and uncertainty of auctions. I have many customers for your good materia l. 

• Providing over 400 titles of philatelic literature and catalogs for the Scandinavian collector. 

Call toll-free 1-800-44-STAMP (1-800-447-8267) 

Phone: 336-376-9991 Fax: 336-376-6750 
email: js@JaySmith.com www.JaySmith.com 

Jay Smith 
P.O. Box 650-SCC Snow Camp, NC 27349 USA 
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The D.W.I. Bisected 4-Cent Stamps: 
Why, When, Where, and How They Were Used 

By Arnold Sorensen 

Part II 
(Part I published in August, 2008) 

Bisect Usage on St. Jan 
D. W.I. collecto rs are awa re of the scarc ity of stamps and cove rs hav ing a St. Jan or a Kingshill cance l. 

T hi s study did not locate any cove rs cance led a t e ither locati on, nor did it include any cover addressed to 
e ithe r place. St. Jan had a 190 I census of 925 people, w ith perh aps I 0 percent I iteracy, so littl e ma i I passed 

th ro ugh that island . Engstro m 's book illustrates the onl y cover known to have been cance led th ere (March 

27). 

Kingshill was a different matter in th at it did not cance l any mail from the late 1870s to about 1909 . 
Kin gshill is not a town, and even today it is not ident ifi ed on St. Cro ix maps. It served a w ide ly scatte red 
population as a ma il co ll ecti on center rathe r th an be ing a post offi ce. ln the Dani sh system, a ma il co ll ecti on 
center had a minima l supply of commonly used stamps and was not required to cance l mail. That was done 

at the fi rst post office that rece ived th e letters. The lack of identifia ble ma il from Kin gshill g ives it eve ry 

appearance th at it fun cti oned as a ma il co ll ection center. 
C hri sti ansted and Frederi ks ted are approx imately 15 mil es apart w ith Kings hill about midway 

between th e two. Every morning two mule-d rawn wago ns carry ing mail and passe ngers wo ul d depart both 
C hri stiansted and Frederiksted , and they would meet 
at o r near Kings hill . The mules would be repl aced w ith 

fresh teams, the mail and passengers were exchanged 

between th e two wagons, and each would retu rn to 
the post office it had departed fro m earlier. The mail 
turn ed in at Kin gshill wo ul d have been ca rri ed on th ese 
wagons. During thi s pe ri od ve ry li ttl e D .W.I. ma il 
had a sender 's address, so mail fro m Kingshill is not 

identifi able. The mule wagons were replaced abo ut 

19 10-1 9 13 by the first automobile in th e D.W. l. 

Bisect stamp usage on St. Croix 
T he first day of use on St. Cro ix has a lways been 

reported as Fe bruary I 0, but it is li ke ly that thi s is an 

e rro r. The post office ann oun cement is dated February 

I 0 , but it was printed in the newspaper, the St. Croix 
Avis, on February 11. Figure 4 shows a reprint of thi s 
noti ce . I co uld no t locate any covers dated earli er than 
February 11, and the " DWI Record" ma inta ined by 

SCC's DWI Study Group records dates of February 11 

and 13 from Frederiksted and February 12 and 13 fro m 

Chri sti ansted. Thus, it appears that the fi rst day usage 
should be changed to February 11 , 1903 . 

Covers cance led on that date a re sca rce. The St. 
Cro ix post offices so ld out of I-cent stamps about 
that date. The initi a l phil ate li c reacti on observed 

at St. Thomas did not repeat on St. Croi x. Three 

weeks had passed, and many covers had been ma il ed 

Cl1pp1ng from St Croix Ar11, al d f'ebruarr 11 TIJOJ 

L \I IO . 

otice to the 
Public. 

•• , I'() •. 

I'. C. I~ 

I.I ll'RI ·u r. 

Figure 4. Reprint from the newspaper St. Croix 
Avis . Though signed February 10, the authorization 
notice was published on February 11 and that is the 
official first day use of bisected stamps on the island 
of St. Croix. There are two different reprints of the 
newspaper notice both with the date of February 11 . 

> 
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from St. Thomas, so the interest had likely 
dwindled. St. Croix was a plantation island 
with a dispersed population. Christiansted and 
Frederiksted both had smaller populations 
(approx imately 1,000 each) with lesser 
business activities, and only 20 percent of all 
the bisect covers were canceled there. 

Two St. Croix fam ilies, Woods and 
Armstrong, accounted for approximately 
one-half of all the St. Croix covers. (They also 
had many covers mailed from St. Thomas.) 
A total of 5 1 covers with St. Croix postmarks 
were indexed, and eight were addressed to 
someone named Woods and 19 to someone 
named Armstrong. The Woodses produced a 
number of covers using stamps from prin ting 
2, as we ll. When I stopped collecting data 
for this study the latest dates indexed were 
Frederiksted March 27 and Christiansted 
April 14. Subsequently, I located covers with 
later dates and Figure 5 shows one of them, a 
rare cover canceled with the last day of use: 

Figure 5. This cover canceled 4 June 1903 has the last date 
of authorized use of the bisected stamp. It is the only recorded 
cover having this date . 

Christiansted 4 June. It is the only recorded cover with this date. 

St, Croix Cancels Dated Earlier 
The official St. Croix first day use is February 11, and to quote Engstrom 's book, "a postmark 013 I 

January has been reported, and it is assumed that the earlier known practice at St. Thomas was perm itted, 
prior to the official notice." This implies the unauthorized early cancel ing of bisected stamps. I believe the 
earlier dates from St. Croix post offices are not due to premature unauthorized use of the bisected stamp. 
The early cancels are the result of the post office practices associated with the public's use of letterboxes 
located on board mai l-carrying ships, and I am indebted to Hi !berg's 1990 article for this suggestion.1 

Figures 6 and 7 are two covers having the earliest recorded cancels from St. Croix , one canceled 
Christiansted on January 3 1 and the other Frederiksted on February 7. Both were mailed from St. Thomas 
without being canceled there. In making 
this statement it becomes important to detail 
certain D.W.l. Post Office practices to verify 
the origin of letters mailed in 1903 and how 
the domestic mail routing is determined by 
examining the multiple postmarks on an 
envelope. 

1 

~6~e~~ 
Covers are commonly seen with the 

cancel from one post office on the stamp, and 
as many as two different cancels on the back 
of the envelope. The stamp was canceled by 
the first post office to receive the letter, and 
the cancels on the back are a combi nation 
of transit and arri va l cancels. Mail from 
Frederiksted to St. Thomas, fo r example, 
wi ll have the stamp canceled in Frederiksted. 
From there it went by mule-wagon to the 
Christiansted Post Office that canceled the 

~~~ 
~,~ 

Figure 6. Earliest recorded St. Croix date of use, 
Christiansted 31 January. This date precedes the official 
first day use in that town by 11 days. It was dropped 
into the letterbox on the mail schooner "Vigilant" while it 
was at Charlotte Amalie. It was canceled after arrival at 
Christiansted . 
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back, and then by ship to Charlotte 
Ama li e where the St. Thomas cancel 
was back-stamped . Alternately, mail 
could have gone by sh ip directly to St. 
Thomas and the back wo uld on ly have 
a St. Thomas cance l. 

Mail fro m St. Thomas to St. 
Croix was most often sent by the mai l 
schooner, " Vigilant," that departed 

( 

the Charlotte Ama li e harbor every 
Tuesday and Friday eveni ng. lt 
arrived in Chri stiansted ea rl y the next 
morning, weather permitting. It and 
other mail carrying shi ps were subj ect 
to the fo ll owing regul at ion dated 
December 2, 190 I: 

Figure 7. Earliest recorded date of use, Frederiksted 7 February, 
preceding the official St. Croix first day usage by four days. It also 
was mailed via the letterbox on the mail schooner 'V igilant " from 
St. Thomas, but the Christiansted post office missed canceling the 
stamp. 

§ 9. The ut ili zation of pri vate vesse ls 

Vesse ls c lea ring from a Danish West India po rt are under th e obliga ti on at th e de mand o f th e posta l 
departmelll lo rece ive and carry the artic les mentioned in § 3 sub le tte rs a-d , g and i. If such vesse ls are 
tradin g as packets, th ey shall likew ise receive and carry th e other ite ms mentioned in 3, and th e posta l 
department sha ll be entitl ed to pl ace in a su itabl e loca lity on board th e vesse l locked lette r-boxes, in so 13r 
as such have not been pl aced by th e fore ign adm ini stration w ith whi ch the vesse l is und er contract. . 

On arri va l o f a vesse l to a Dani sh West Indi a port th e ma il s (c losed mail s, posta l packet s and c losed 

lette r boxes) shal l be landed and all le tte rs ca rri ed o utside th e mails be de livered to th e harbounnasler 
or h is ass istant. 1 f th e re is no one from the post office to rece ive th e mails when landed, the master o f 
th e vesse l sha ll , at th e cost o f th e posta l department , at o nce have them conveyed to th e post-o ffice by 
a re liable messenger. 

The " Vig ilant" letterbox was heavi ly used by the public who could deposit mail on it after the loca l 

post office had closed. St. Thomas used a spec ia l fo ur-ring cancel for ma il arriving with stamps that had 
not been cance led. The ring cancel would be used on the stamp(s) , and then the St. Thomas date cance l 
wou ld be struck on the back. The four-ring cancel is common on D. W. I. stamps and demonstrates just 
how extensive this practice was. It is, however, rarely seen on bisected mail ; this study on ly located three 
such items, one being an enve lope. Sometimes a "C" would also be used to indicate the mail was from 
Chri st iansted. Christ iansted did not have a s imilar arriva l cance l. Mail that had been deposited in the 
letterbox while the ship was at St. Thomas would have been canceled "Ch ri stansted" with a date on the 
stamp s ince the D.W.J. post office required a ll stamps to be cance led. 

Both of the covers illustrated in F igures 6 and 7 are addressed to Frederiksted. The cover canceled 
Chri stiansted 3 1 January onl y has a Frederiksted cance l on the reverse and by itself cou ld be considered 
evidence that it was mai led from Chri stiansted before the authori zed date. However, the cover cance led 
Federiksted 7 February has both the Chri stiansted and Frederiksted cance ls on the back. Apparentl y the 
Chri sti ansted Post Office fa il ed to cance l the stamp and onl y the backside was canceled there. At arri va l 
in Frederiksted the arr iva l cancel was struck on the back, and the stamp was cance led there when it was 
observed it had not been canceled. Both covers are cance led on a Saturday, a day that corresponds to the 
Chri stiansted aITival of the " Vigil ant. " On this basis, it is possible that earli er dates with Ch ri sti ansted 
cancels dated January 24 or 28 may exist. 

Not a ll mail between St. Thomas and Frederiksted was routed via Chri stiansted. The post office 
also routed mail on ships sai ling directly between the two loca les. l have one cover cance led St. Thomas 
27I1 /1903 and Frederiksted 29/1/1903 on the reverse. This cover was in transit for two days . A s imilar 
cover mailed at Frederiksted directl y to St. Thomas also had two days transit time. The increased transit 
time on this longer sea route indicates these ships may have sai led during the daytime rather than overni ght. 

The study a lso indexed the ring cancel on one cover with the ring cance l on the stamp and a St. 
Thomas arriva l cancel on the back (p lus "C"), and two on piece (with the ring cancel). It can therefore be 

> 
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stated that: ( I ) the pub I ic 
soon disregarded the "over 

the counter" announcement 
and used letterboxes 
and, (2) such letters were 
accepted by the post offices 
as long as the bisect

stamped mail originated 

from a locale where its use 
was allowed. Within a short 
time the use of bisected 
stamps had become 
common enough that they 

were treated as ordinary 
mail. Figure 8 shows two 
printed matter letters sent 
from Christ iansted. One Figure 8. Printed matter mail from Christiansted mailed by the same person. 

has the St. Thomas four
ring cance l, and the back 
has both the "C" and St. 
Thomas 4 /2 1I l903 cance ls. 

I know of three printed 
matter items mailed by 

The 4-ring cancel was used at St. Thomas to cancel stamps on mail that had not 
been canceled. The cover was dropped in the letterbox on the "Vigilant" as were 
the covers in Figures 6 and 7 but while it was at Christiansted. The 4-ring cancel 
is the rarest cancel on bisected stamps (excluding the single known St. Jan 
cover). This study located only three examples, one being the cover above. Its 
back is postmarked St. Thomas 21 April. 

this indi v idual to different 
addresses in Germany. The mailer may 
have been generating philatelic mail 
usi ng the printed matter rate. 

This does not mean that there were 
no attempts to use bisected stamps in an 
unauthorized man ner. Figure 9 shows 
a cover dated Frederi ksted 9 February 

that has both the upper and lower half 

of a bisected 4-cent stamp (Print 4, 
position 78, with an oval flaw). On this 
date the St. Croix postmaster had not 
yet authori zed using bisected stamps. 
The cover was sea led and has been cut 
open. It would appear the postal clerk 

refused to accept one-half of the stamp, 
and if the other half not been affixed 
the receiver wou ld have had to pay four 
cents postage due penalty for a letter the 
post office considered stampless. The 

sender may have affixed the other half 
of the stamp if he thought he might not 

ST. CROIX. • D&n. W. I. 

? 

&.,.. ;_,.,... ,;J..-,~-''- -

Figure 9. Mystery cover having both the upper and lower halves 
of a bisected stamp. The cancel dates from before the St. Croix 
postmaster authorized the use of the bisected stamp, and the 
postal clerk may have refused to accept it with a bisected stamp. 
Most of the cover's backside has been removed. 

be allowed to use in the future. It is also possible, however, that the letter was found to be of double weight 
and required four cents postage. 

Two observations may be made: First, the letter likely had commercial content and had to be mailed, 
and second, withi n days bisect use was allowed. Two covers are also known having a bisected stamp with 

the 8 cents on J 0 cents overprint, and they were likely dropped in a letterbox. Each was overpaid by two 
cents, but that stamp was not va lid when bisected, and each cover was penalized 4 cents postage due. 
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The addressee is known for having produced many philatelic items. Torben Hilberg also describes a letter 
mailed at St. Croix before the official day where, ( 1) the bisected stamp was not canceled, and (2) the cover 

was marked 4 cents postage due. This should demonstrate the St. Croix postal c lerks were serious about 
observing the rules, and early St. C roix post office cancels are on ma il that originated on St. Thomas and 
canceled after arri va l on St. Croix. The best method to verify thi s is to check the back of an enve lope for 
transit cance ls. 

Postcards and Printed Matter to Foreign Destinations 
D.W.J. co ll ectors could share their hobby with overseas friends and fa mily by either mailing a postcard 

that required two cents postage, or by overpaying the printed matter rate. The Printed Matter rate could only 
be used if the envelope was unsealed and did contain printed matter. Printed matter could be somethi ng 
as simple as a wedding announcement. It is 
not I ike ly the post office would have a llowed 
empty envelopes to be mailed with onl y a 

bisected stamp. Of the 218 covers indexed, 16 
were postcards and five were printed matter 
envelopes addressed to foreign countries. Some 
of the postcards are without any message, i.e. 
philatelic, while others are picture postcards 
written in languages other than Engli sh. Two of 
the five printed matter envelopes were sent by 
one person from Chri sti ansted to Germany, so 
it is quite poss ible that philateli c interests were 
involved. 

Two printed matter items are true rarities. 
One has the stamp affixed to the St. Croix 
Avis newspaper dated February l l with the 
receiver 's name and address written on the 
newspaper; the other is a newspaper wrapper 
(Figure 10). Both are unique recorded items. 
The St. Croix newspaper is the one that had the 
notice authoriz ing the use of bisected stamps at 
Christiansted and Frederiksted. 

From a stati stics po int of view, only 7 
percent of the bisected stamps were used on 
foreign mail , with 2 percent being printed 
matter, so both types of mai l are considered 
scarce. 

Postcards Mailed On German Steamers 

~------

Figure 1 O.This is the only recorded newspaper wrapper 
with a bisected stamp. It was mailed four days before the 
practice ceased on St. Thomas. Newspaper wrappers 
frequently held more that one newspaper and required 
postage for more than 50-gram weight. 

Covers mailed wh ile on board a German ship represent a specia lty co ll ecting area w ith all items highly 
priced. A ship 's purser could keep a supply of stamps from the country where the ship departed, and under 
the UPU rules he would post them in the first port of call w here they wou ld be accepted without pena lty. 
This practice is a llowed today, a century later. The German steamers had their own cancels w ith the shi p 's 

name that sometimes would be used to cancel the stamp, but other times the purser would use pen and ink 
to write the date (and sometimes hi s initi a ls) on the stamps. Other times the stamp wou ld just be marked 
with an "X" with the date written on the enve lope or postcard. 

A ll German/D. W.I. steamship covers are highly sought, and I am aware of five postcards hav ing a 
bisected 4-cent stamp. The D. WI. post office could not control how the purser treated the stamps. Stamp 
collecting was much more prevalent then, so he may have purposely used bisected stamps. It is a lso 

possib le some steamers that departed whil e I-cent stamps were not avai lable had no other cho ice but to use 

> 
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bisected stamps. Robert Stone conjectured that these postcards could be the result of collusion between the 
D.W. I. Post Office and the purser(s), but the reader should draw his own conclusion.2 The post office may 
have been interested in only approving 4-cent stamps so as to preserve the I-cent supply. 

Registered mail and other combination uses 
Engstrom mentioned that there were no known examples of a bisected stamp used together with a 

regi stration fee, and that it was not known if that practice would have been admissible. Such a letter would 
have had a 5-cents stamp paying the reg istration fee in addition to the 2-cent letter rate. Such an example is 
now known, though it is a clipping rather than a complete letter. It is shown in Figure 11. It has a registry 
cancel next to the two stamps, so it now appears this was an accepted practice. Domestic registered letters 
are quite ra re w ith perhaps fewer than I 0 covers known. 

..... {' ....... -

._:..,..... __ 

I have also seen a piece having two 4-cent stamps plus a 

bisected stamp paying a total of I 0 cents. The explanation is 
that it was from a domestic letter having 60-75-gram weight 
that required five times the normal two cents postage. All three 
stamps were canceled, an indication that the bisected stamp was 
accepted by the post office where the practice was to not cancel 
a stamp or stamps that did not meet the criteria for use. It cou ld 
a lso be a philate lic item that was over- franked and overpayment 
of postage was not a violation. l have a lso seen a cover mailed 
from St. Thomas on April 7 to a Copenhagen stamp dealer 
where the sender attempted to pay the eight cents postage by 
using a combination of a bisect (2 cents) plus a single I-cent 
and 5-cent stamps. The stamps were suffic iently separated that 

the post office only canceled the I and 5-cent stamps, and the 
letter was found to be two cents short. It was assessed postage 
due. This treatment would be in accordance with the original 
instructio ns that a bisected stamp was onl y to be used where 
two cents or less was required. 

Figure 11 . Piece with a bisected stamp and 
a 5-cent stamp paying the registry fee. Also 
boxed "Anbefalet" registry mark used at 
Christiansted. 

It wou ld be interesting to document more examples of such covers to full y grasp how the post office 
dealt w ith unusua l s ituations. 

The ~umber ofConrs Mailed 
When a stamp is issued the total will equa l the number printed minus the number destroyed. The actual 

number used is not known. It is impossible to know how many stamps were bisected and used, whether 

philatelic or on regular mail. One can at best examine the use of the 2-cent coat-of-arms stamp issued May 

23 , 1903, and on sale until July, 1905. It was intended for forei gn postcards and domestic letters, and 2,000 
sheets were so ld in 26 months. How many were used for two-cent mailings, how many were sold and never 
used, and how many were used in multiples or in combination with other stamps? Its monthly use should 
closely approximate the norma l need for the bisected stamp in 1903, with phi latelic use add ing to that need. 

As pure speculation, if only 25 percent of these were used for two-cent mai ling, that would amount to more 

than 1,000 items per month . This conservative estimate suggests more than 5,000 items were mailed in any 
four-month period. Philate li c letters would have greatl y added to this. 

The "DWJ Mails" suggests approximately 2,500 covers were mailed with the bisected stamps. This 
number has to be much too low. Hilberg used the post office records of the number of sheets of 4-cent 
stamps sold during and after the bisect period to show that more than 289 sheets were so ld from January
May, 1903. By postulating that a ll were bisected, he arrived at 57,800 letters being ma iled with a bisected 

stamp. lfthis number is correct, the statistica l data presented here shows that some 2,800 first day covers 
were ma iled, and the tota l mailed at St. Thomas the first three days should have been 12,800 covers. (St. 
Thomas had a popu lation of 11 ,000, and only small percentage were literate.) 
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I don' t beli eve that all the excess stamps were used as bi sects. The fo reign mail vo lume was very 
significant, and it would have been logical fo r persons needing 4-cent stamps fo r fo reign mail to purchase 
extra copies . The post offi ce operation had been chaotic in 1902 and excess stamps were purchased to ward 
off a poss ibility that the post office was headed for another fi asco. On this bas is, fo r every fi ve sheets so ld 
and hoarded fo r such mail would reduce the number of bi sect covers by 1,000. The actual number of bi sect 
covers will never be known , but it has to be in the tens of thousands. 

The Philatelic Press and the Bisected Stamp 
At my request, the Ameri can Philatelic Research Library rev iewed their journals fo r the earli est 

adverti sements by dealers offering bi sect examples fo r sa le. In terestingly, the first refe rences relate to the 
notice in the St. Croix Avis that appeared 21 days after the St. Thomas notice had been published . Mekeel's 
Weekly Stamp News had two adverti sements in its March 7 issue. H. F. Coleman offered enve lopes fo r 35 
cents each, and the ew York Stamp Market offered them at 50 cents each with the fo l lowing statement: 
" ... with every postmark attesting to their deli very to the post-offi ce at St. Thomas and their rece ipt by the 
Federickstadt post-offi ce on the island of Chri sti anstadt." The March 2 1 issue included the St. Croix Avis 
notice of February 11 via the Holton Stamp Company that also adve1ii sed fo r covers. Its ad included the 
statement that a reprint copy of the newspaper noti ce would be included with each order. By March 28 
more info rmation was fo rthcomi ng from readers. Frank 0. Stetson wrote: " It is stated, how authori tative ly I 
cannot say, that the DWI provisional use was about eight days. All the letters I have seen are dated between 
13'11 and I 611i of February." The earli est refe rence in England was in Ewen's Weekly Stamp News on March 7. 
It had an inquiry fo r more in fo rmation fro m a reader in Barbados who had obtained a letter with a bisected 
stamp. The March 31 issue of Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal included a two- line noti ce that it had 
" rece ived a spec imen of the 4 c. perf. 12 Y2 divided diagonall y fo r use of 2 c." Not until April 30 did it print 
the St. Croix Avis noti ce of February 11 . 

It appears that the Ja nuary 20, l 903, St. Thomas publication escaped noti ce, but the stamp journals 
accurately identified the St. Croix noti ce as being signed February I 0 and printed February 11 . 

Conclusions 
There are several questions regarding the use of the bisected stamp that have never had sati sfactory 

answers. It is obvious that the great majori ty of the covers surviving today are philateli c, so one questi on 
would be if the locals suffered from the lack of ava ilability of I-cent stamps fo r the short time they were 
so ld out. An obvious answer would be if many postcards had to be mail ed wi th two cents postage when 
onl y one cent was required. The study showed that very fe w postcards (philateli c) were mailed with a 
bi sected stamp, and it took six yea rs to locate a post card mail ed from St. Thomas on February 27, 1903, 
when the post office did not have any I-cent stamps. It reads: 

" Dear Frank Kind regards to se lf + wife . Very busy, Will write nex t week. Best regards to George. 
Yours E. Kriger" 

and was addressed to Mr. Frank Cruse, Christi ansted , St. Croix. This ca rd appears to be a normal domestic 
mailing that could onl y be sent by overpayment with a bi sected stamp . I am not aware of any other similar 
cards. 

A greater mystery has been why the bisected stamp was used on St. Croix fo r many weeks after their 
use was made inva lid on St. Thomas. If St. Thomas had I-cent stamps, why were they not passed to St. 
Croix? My conclusion is that St. Thomas and St. Croix were separate postal di stricts rece iving their stamps 
in separate shipments fro m Copenhagen. St. Thomas had routine mail connection di rectl y with Europe via 
German steamers, whereas onl y St. Croix had routine steamship connecti ons via New York . Intra-island 
service was limited to sa iling vesse ls, and the Danish government may not have wanted to ri sk los ing new 
stamps due to a sa iling-ship mi shap. The I-cent stamp supply was not in danger of being exhausted, so 
there was not an immedi ate emergency. 
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An article by Victor Engstrom in The Posthorn (February, 1987) included sales dates I isted for D. W. I. 
issues provided by Torben Hilberg.3 The listing shows that St. Thomas received its new 2-cent stamp by 
May 23, Christiansted June 5, and Frederiksted June 8. These dates correlate with the dates the bisected 
stamps were discontinued. Copenhagen likely would have telegraphed the two postmasters as to when and 
how the shipments were made, and they would have known the ship arri val dates. • 

(The writer would be interested in knowing of any unique or interesting covers with a bisected stamp that 
can add to the knowledge of their use. Contact him at valbydwi@hotmail.com.) 

Endnotes 
' Torben Hi Iberg, "Nye oplagstal for den halverede 4 cents fra Dansk Vestindien," Nordisk Filate/isk Tidsskri/i, 
February, 1990 (2/1990), pps. 76-78. 
' Robert G. Stone, "The Mails by German Packets to and from St. Thomas, D. W.I ," Postal History Journal, June, 1986. 
3 Victor Engstrom, "DWI Mails Update Promised With Reprints by SCC Study Group," The Posthorn, February, 1987. 
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D.W.I. Stamped Revenue Paper Clippings 
A co llector on the East Coast recently sent along two clippings of stamped revenue paper to be 

considered for sale. I had never seen the particular patterns on these papers, which are illustrated nearby. 1 
emailed Claus Rafner in Denmark for hi s opinion and explanation. Rafner is a fisca l hi storian by education 
and has written on the subject in Denmark. He replied that these are from the Danish West Tndies and added 
the fo llowing explanation. 

Stamp duty and stamped paper were introduced on D . W. I. according to a law of September 30, 1773, 
to begin in 1774. Two so-called classes of papers ex isted as was the case in Denmark and Norway, namely 
one for the more important and highly taxed documents (deeds, bonds, etc) and one for less important 
and lower taxed documents (receipts, etc): Class I , 32 kinds, numbered from I to 32; class 2, 18 kinds, 
numbered from 33 to 50. 

For instance, the price of one piece of paper of Class 2, number 3 7, was I rigsdaler. This duty is printed 
on these two cli ppings of paper. The duty was abolished in 1784 on the islands of St. Thomas and St. Jan, 
whereas the duty continued on the island of St. Croix . One of the copies shown has a recent hand-written 
inscription: "Is land of St. Croix." Some 123 years later, in 1907, the D. W.I. stamp duty was renewed on all 
three islands and continued unti I the islands were sold to the United States in 19 17. 

One of the copies is rather special as it has the imprint of King Gustav 111 of Sweden ( 177 1-1792), 
surcharged in 1807 with the stamp of King Christian VII of Denmark (1766-1808), and fu1ther surcharged 
in 18 10 with the imprint of King Frederick V I of Denmark ( 1806- 1839) to make the paper va lid for that 
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year. The printed words, "For 181 O," 
were added at that time with the 
date of 1807 crossed out by hand. 
The paper was meant to be replaced 
every year w ith a new supply shipped 
from Denmark to D.W.l. In shortage 
situations, however, invention was 
permissible. It is li kely that shortages 
occu rred in these years of the 
Napoleonic Wars. 

This clipping had been part of 

lhmt. 37·. 

/ 

a small exhibi t of clippings of Scandinavian stamped papers, stated to have once been part of a museum 
co ll ection. The description on the o ld, ye llowed exhibit pages is handwritten , and states that "[T]his paper 
appears to have had fiscal currency throughout Scandinavia." That assumption is incorrect. A Danish West 

20 

Indies ' surcharge on a Swedish paper such as this made the paper 
valid in D.W.I. on ly. 

The other clipping from 1815 has the single imprint of King 
Frederick VI of Denmark ( 1806- 1839). Appearing are imprints of 

fenmiafbo(er. · Danish symbols (3 li ons and 9 hearts), Norway (lion and axe), and 
Sweden (three crowns) . This paper also was val id in the D.W.I. 
only. 

www.fbanke.com 

4 It is a phi late li c shame that these clippings were taken from p,;., the documents of which they were a part. I wonder if the museum 
..k. co llection had been vandalized when these were liberated. • 

fbanke@pandora.be 

- Paul Nelson, SCC Revenue Study Group 
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President's Letter 
Mats Roing 

Elections for terms starting January 1 
As you can see on page 35, we have a new slate of offi cers beginning their terms 

on January I. Alan Wa1Ten, who has been in many roles over the years, will take over 
as SCC secretary fro m Roger Quinby. Both are past SCC pres idents and they have 
been inva luable to our organization over the years. 

Three new directors were also elected fo r four- yea r terms ending December 3 l , 20 12: Ronald Coll in 
of Illinois, Paul A. Nelson of Ari zona, and Jay Smith of North Carolina. All of them are long-time SCC 
members with plenty of experi ence. I very much look forward to working with them and their fresh ideas 
on how to serve our membership better. I extend them a wa rm welcome to the board . 

St. Louis show 
By the time you read thi s issue, Chicagopex 2008 is behind us and we are preparing fo r our 2009 

annual meeting in St Louis February 27-M arch I. Jonas Hall strom of Sweden will be on the jury panel 
as our visiting judge. Furthermore, we have Alan Warren and Greg Frantz on the panel; so, plenty of 
Scandinav ian philateli c knowledge will be present! Also, our very acti ve member John Campbell from 
New Zealand will donate a wa tercolor painting as the runner-up award to the SCC crystal bow l fo r the 
best Scandinav ia exhibi t. Thi s generous offer by John will onl y be done fo r the St. Louis show; so, it is a 
great incentive to ex hibi t there I Please contact Mark Lorentzen (pumamarco@roadrunner. com) or Warren 
Grosjean (warren@derma-safe.com) if interested in exhibiting. Check the Website at www.stl stampex po. 
org/ and let's meet in St. Louis. 

Our latest volunteer 
Rufus Wilson ofPennsylvani a has taken over the Awards Chair pos iti on fro m Don Brent. Rufus is very 

active in the local stamp club where he is treasurer. Just a single additional member who dec ides to join in 
at the national level makes running the organizati on a lot eas ier. Someone like Don Brent, who has a ful l 
plate already as executi ve secretary, is able to focus more on hi s primary pos iti on when someone like Rufus 
steps in and offers to help. We like to see in vo lvement at the national level from a broad range of members. 
Please contact us if you are interested in helping. We have a va ri ety of duties to provide a positi ve impact in 
moving sec fo rward . 

Connecting with the younger generation 
At the APS Show in Hartford , CT, in August, Paul Nelson (our new board member) gave a PowerPoint 

presentation about the Postal Histo ry Foundation where Paul is the vice chairman. Their website is http :// 
www. posta I hi storyfoundation .org/. 

The fo undation located in Tucson, AZ, is ready to ass ist SCC members and other philateli sts, wherever 
they live, to work with youth in schools, clubs, hospitals, stamp shows, and however else it can. We have 
attached the link to the presentation on our webs ite (www.scc-online.o rg) under "on-line publications." 
If you attend ARIP EX in January, it would be a good opportunity to visit the foundation, which I see as a 
vehicle to bridge the gap to our younger generation. 

Getting the schools invo lved is a key. A recent article in SFF 's Fi/ate/isten reported that the French 
postal service worked with a number of schools to arrange fo r an estimated 20,000 schoo l children to visit 
an internati onal show (Le Sa lon de Timbre) outside of Pari s in June. I believe that working with the Postal 
History Foundation provides a platfo rm for which these types of arra ngements can become reality. 

Another Website promoting philately is www.askphil.org/ sponsored by the Collectors Club of 
Chicago. I contacted them recently to add our organization to their links. It 's a good reference for collectors 
to get info rmati on including speciali zed societi es like our own. 
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Monthly email newsletter 
Please make sure to update me (mr2284 l @gmail.com) or Don Brent (dbrent47@sprynet.com) with 

your current e-mai l address if yo u wish to receive the e lectronic monthl y newsletter that 1 have sent out for 

a while. Those receiving it seem pleased, and I want to make sure yo u don't miss out on it. • 

News from the Home Office 
Don Brent 

Dues Renewal & Emails 
Things have rea ll y picked up the last month or so. By now you have received your 

annua l dues renewal notice and I am sure many have already taken care of it. For those 
of you who may have set it as ide, please take a moment and handle it now. Thank you! 
Getting your dues in promptly saves us the expense of a costly follow-up. This time you 
may have noticed that we aga in made a request for emai l addresses. With a correct email address you wi ll 
receive the electron ic newsletter sent by our president on a regular bas is. There are two options for add ing 
your ema il to the database. The first is to send an emai l to scc@sprynet.com from the ema il you wish to 
add. This can be cut and pasted directly to the database. The second option is to print your email leg ibly 
on the dues renewal form. We have received a number of emai ls that cannot be deciphered. There isn ' t any 
room for error on an emai l add ress. 

Membership 
Our membership is steady with three new members and one reinsta tement for the last quarter. 

Unfortunately, we had two members who passed on . For those new members, I would like to welcome you 
again and assure that we are here to help with your Scandinavian co ll ecting questions . 

Annual Meeting 
The annua l meeting of the SCC wi ll be at Chicagopex on November 21-23. This year we w ill add 

Henrik Pollak to membership in the Go lden Life C lu b. Way to go Henrik! Five others - Dr. Yerker 
Andersson , RolfC. E. Luth , Michael R. Robinson , Linda Keefe, and Wayne L. Fry - have reached the 
Quarter Century Cl ub . Congratu lations and thanks for being SCC supporters over the years. There will be 
other SCC awards and some great Scandinavian exhi bits at the show. 

Membership Cards 
Those who have req uested a replacement card or those newer members who have not received a card 

are not fo rgotten.] have a fo lder of requests plus a list of those who neve r received a card and have spent 
some time researching what to do about this. Plastic cards e ither embossed or with labe l tape are just too 
expensive. 1 believe that we wi ll be fo llowing the lead of the APS and go to a membership card printed on 
cardstock. We should be able to get new cards out after the dues ' renewal period. • 

Membership Statistics for the Third Quarter, 2008 
New Members 
4123 Lvda. Clark. DNP 
4124 Moss. Barn'. 3578./ Gra\'s/One D1. Abbot.~ford, BC. Canada V3G I K7 
4125 Fla11er. w,;,.,.en D .. 836 Belon D1. Nashville. TN 37205- 1107 

Reinstated 
1606 Winick. Les 

Deceased 
3978 Richard Hiera 
3606 Frank Buse/I 

Recent Donations to SCC or the Library (cash o r 
library materia ls) 
1416 Jack Isaacson 
2816 Roger G. Schnell 
1087 Alan Warren 
3578 John L DuBois 
./ 111 Geir S<>r- Reime 

3598 Paul Albright 
3345 Roger Cichor~ 
L48, 2516 Peter Bergh 
3798 Bjorn Kristian Wang 
1389 Paul Nelson 

Change of Address 
3660 /Jlllle. D1: Jam es F Ill, PO Box 8220. Medford. OR 97504-0220 
L82 S11ndfor Sandra L 10845 Nelson St .. Wesrcheste1; IL 60154 
3279 Markmann. Knud. 1106-88 Eric St .. Winnipeg, MIJ. R2M 4A 7 Canada 
3931 Usher Charles. 39 Hall Orchards Ave .. We1herb1-. UK LS22 6SN 
3884 Monk. Graham C. 1881 SW Bradford Pl.. Pah11'ci11-. FL 34990-5750 
383GL Bro11•nrer Burt W, 2226 Roseland Al'e .. Kalama:oo. Ml 49001-4544 
L72/2946 Ma;-gard. Erik. Okerveien 5, N-31 79 Asgardstrand. Nornm• 
3185 Offill. Kennell A .. 6736 Amethvst Ln .. Plano. TX 75023- 1934 
3823 Mo/lei-. Carl A age. Bogebje1-g I JC. DK-8400 Ebeltoft. Denmark 
4059 Philip. Neil. 1107 W Evdl'n St .. Le11·isto11·n. MT 59457 
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11 PUBLIC AUCTIONS EVERY YEAR 

All auctions are professionally presented in catalogues and 

on our homepage - WWW. philea.se - the most visited 

philatelic site in Northern Europe . 

Our emphasis is on Scandinavia, but we also offer material 
from all over the world. 

The following auction companies are 
now part of the Philea-group . 

Lars Tore Eriksson Frimarksauktioner 
Frimarkskompaniet AB 
Kihlstroms Frimarkshandel AB 
Goteborgs Frimarkslager 
NOVA 

Contact 
Us! 
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The Posthorn, November 2008 23 



Auction Marketplace 
Frank Banke 

David Feldman, Geneva, October 7, 2008 
Joined in one special de luxe catalog, Dav id Feldman presented Part Ill of the 

" Kri stal! " co llection and the first section of the "G ute" co llection fo rmed by the late 
Gustaf Johansson. Great and important rariti es of Swedish philately were offered with 
the big items se lling we ll. 

A lovely 4-co lor skilling banco letter TCover to Constantinople brings $277,000. 

(# I 001 2) bearing 3-, 4- , 6-, and 24-sk illing 
stamps sent to Constantinople (the only recorded 
skilling banco cover sent to Turkey), so ld fo r the 
estimate of $277 ,000. Another lette r (# I 00 11 ) 
fra nked with three 3-sk. and two 4-sk. sent 
to Gothenburg so ld fo r $ 130,000, or double 
the estimate. A rare blue- in k boxed postmark 
"Laholm" tying a 4-sk. banco on domesti c letter 
(# I 0023) more than tripled its estimate to se ll for 
$ 11 ,500. 

The most ex pensive 
Swedish item was one of 
onl y two known first-day 
letters with the 4-skillling 
banco (# I 0073) and ti ed 
by a boxed "U psala" 
mark dated 1.7. 1855. This 
unusual letter nearl y tri pled 
its estimate to end at 
$360,000. Lot I 0207 from 
the fa mous Nordenskiold 
correspondence sent from 
Stockholm to Helsin ki 
bearing a 4-sk. strip of 
fo ur and a pair (repai red, 

~~~6?~~~ 

~~~ 
--

as wel I) started with the 
estimate of$6,500 and 
ended at $55 ,500. 

FDC from Upsala sold for $360 ,000. 

A well-known double-weight letter (# I 0241 ) fro m the Queen's correspondence to The Netherl ands 
bearing two 6- and 24-sk. banco stamps so ld fo r $24,500. A fi ne 24-sk. si ngle fra nking to Vienna(# 10286) 
sold for $ 13,000. An eye-catcher se lling fo r $ 19,500 was a three-color fra nk ing with a 24- 8- and 4-sk. to 
London (# I 0297). A letter once owned by the legendary co llector Burrus, fra nked wi th two 24-sk. stamps 
to Pari s, so ld fo r $2 1,000. In sum, a total of 490 single lots were sold fo r $1,540,000. It wi ll be some time 
before such an extensive vo lume of Swedish materi al will come under the hammer. 

Postiljonen AB, Malmo, October 4, 2008 
Al though a number of costl y Sweden items went unsold , Postilj onen nevertheless reported sa les of 

€ 1.3 mi Ilion at its auction of Scandinav ian and international items. Apparently the offer of Sweden material 
during the last year has dampened the interest in some expensive items. 

> 
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A striking letter was Lot 40 I, a 
combination of the Swedish 17-ore lion in 
gray shade together with two 12-ore arms
type on letter sent to Rome in 1870. It so ld 
for the estimate of$31 ,500. A single 4-sk. 
banco with first day cancel (#289) but not 
on cover so ld for $ 13,400, about double its 
estimate. A stri p of four of the 3-sk. banco 
(#292) on cover sold for the estimate of 
$79,000. 

There were some good prices achieved 
for materia l in the Danish section. A 2-RBS 
Ferslew printing (#2) described as mint An 1870 letter to Rome sold for $31 ,500. 

never-hi nged was sold for $ 18,000. A 
beautifu l letter (#3) with the earliest reported use of2 RBS Ferslew printing sold for $24,500 and a very 
appeali ng 4 RBS Fers lew lb printing from plate I on cover (# 15) sold for the estimate of$63,000. All three 
items once res ided in the Peer Lorentzen collection. 

Kaj Hellman Auctions Ltd., Espoo, October 4, 2008 
Lot 228 was nothing less than 400 copies of Norway's 4-sk 1855 stamp, some 

with strips of three and four. From an estimate of$24,000, the lot sold for $46,000. 
A good letter with a rare mixed franking 1866 and 1875 at the correct rate of32p 
(1096) so ld for $8,000. A multiple of I 0 of the Sp tete-beche Norma 22LBc (ex. 
Faberge) so ld for the estimate of $8,200 (# I 098) . Another stunning tete-beche 
object was the 25p Norma 26LBn used block of four and the on ly one recorded 
(# 11 23). It sold for the estimate of $25,000. One more block, this time the Sp used 
Norma 24c, so ld for $ 11,400 whi le a 20p yellow block (# 11 50) went fo r $ 12,000. 
A collection of Helsinki local mail (# 1394) sold for $21 ,000 and a collection of 
Skargards Trafik steamship (# 1395) went for $ 19,500. 

A late report from Hellman 's auction in March concerned an unusual lot of 38 
1-mk. serpentine stamps (#629), which was ex-Faberge. The same lot was last sold 
in London in 1938, though with two more stamps. This time it sold at the starting 
bid of $22,000. A three-strip of the I 0-kopek oval stamps (#946) sold for 4, I 00. 

Merkki-Albert, April 5, 2008 

Block of four sells for 
estimate of $25,000. 

The most interesting lots(# 199-202) at this spring auction were four different essays for the 1940 
Helsinki O lympic Games that were canceled because of World War 11. Foreign buyers paid between €2,650 
and €3,300 for the four lots. • 

Correspondence 

To the Editor: 
Just lately having read the auction report in The Posthorn (May, 2008, page 34) about our auction with 

the headline " Postiljonen, April 4-5, 2008," I wish to answer the comments on the sale of the never-hinged 
2-RBS pa ir. 

First, re the information that it was once sold and returned due to gum creases. That is not known to 
us, and we doubt that information as we can not find it in any H0i land catalogues from 2003 ! In any case 
everybody knowing these stamps knows about difficulties with crackling gum and none of the experts have 
remarked on the qua li ty in their certificates. The pair is extremely fresh and in top quality on the back as 
well as on the front! 
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Re the other question about the poss ible hinge marks, we have a very clear opinion that it is never 
hinged. We have examined it very carefull y ourselves and Carl Aage M0 11 er, who is today considered as 
one, if not the very best expert on Danish philate ly has obviously also examined it very carefully before 
making the certificate. He is clearly of the opinion that it is and also was never hinged, when it was sold at 
ear li er occasions. It is absolutely not a question of the pair sudden ly becoming never hinged . 

I have during our 40 years as auctioneer seen many exampl es when expe1ts have made "carefu l 
certificates," which can lead to situations like this and costing the owners a lot of money. It might also be 
interesting for your readers to know that during our view ing the pair was available to be checked, which 
many of our clients did . We got no comments whatsoever of anything negati ve, which almost always 
happens if and when something is wrong with an important item. 

- Claes Arnrup, Postiljonen AB 

To the Ed itor: 
In hi s art icle in The Poslhorn (May, 2008) under "Auction Marketp lace," Frank Banke informs about a 

fantast ic unused pair of2 RBS so ld at Postiljonen in April , 2008. The art icle ends up with a questi on mark 
that I would like to try give an answer to. Essential information in the arti cle is directl y wrong' 

First of all I want to congratulate Postilj onen with a fin e sa les result, but I also want to congra tulate 
the buyer wi th one of the most ex traordinary items of class ical Dani sh ph ilately measured by both the 
outstanding quality (unused or unmounted unmentioned) as by scarcity. There are really good reasons fo r 
buyer as well as for seller to be sati sfied in spite of Mr. Banke's efforts to spoil the idyll. 

After reading the article I asked myself what is a stamp dea ler's (Mr. Banke) intention with thi s article. 
Readers might end up with the impress ion that auctioneers as we ll as philatelic experts are very bad or 
incompetent persons. 

I want to li st the fo llowing facts that in my view are of importance about the pair. The first information 
I have about the pair was when it so ld at a joint auction in the early 1970s by Hermes and fargen Junior. It 
was sold to Reddersen (Aage or Knud Erik) and it remained in the Reddersen collection until the Reddersen 
sale at Corinphila (September, 1998) at which it was acquired by Peer Lorentzen and it remained in hi s 
collecti on until sold at H0iland-auction (November, 2004). I don't be li eve in the informati on about a sa le in 
2003 , neither in a case of reclamati on as thi s would be without any reason at all. 

Then to the expertise. The first certi fi cates were issued by Helge Witt and later by Erik Paaskesen 
( 1998). They both accompanied when so ld at Corinphi la, both probably stating "unused with fu ll ori gina l 
gum ." Both experts did not care much about the wordings " unused with full original gum ," or "unused 
with unmounted original gum"/"unused without any trace of hinge." For Helge Witt, it was not of great 
importa nce as it was not essentia l at that time ( 1960s) and for Eri k Paaskesen it was the easiest to state 
"unused with fu ll original gum ." He was at the time (when he made a se ri es of certificates for Corinphila) 
seri ously ill and described all unused items as "unused with ori ginal gum. " Thi s is confirmed by more 
incidents. 

I fee l that Mr. Banke intends to bring my certificate issued on 14.02.2005 into bad light. It is fo r me 
of greatest importance to underli ne that when I (and all other ex perts) issue certificates fo r an item, I/they 
examine and describe the condition in whi ch it is on the day when the certificate is issued and not how 
earli er experts or auctioneers have observed it. 

Di scuss ing the original gum used on Denmark Nos. I -7, a wide experience and insight knowledge with 
the special nature of the gum used for these stamps is required. The gum is today practically inso luble and 
consequently hinges and hinge remnants spring off easily, often without leav ing any trace in the gum . 

Fi nall y J want to look at the article of Mr. Banke from a commercial view. I have always been taught 
that interfering into other people's business was inappropriate. 

- Carl Aage Mollet; philatelic expert, member EPP and A.J. E. P (President 2005-) 
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The Scandinavian Collectors Club 
Founded November 25, 1935 

SCC Website: www.scc-online.org 

Elected Officers 
President: Mats Ro ing, 39 Englewood Ave. , Apt. 6, Brighton, MA 02 135-7864; mr2284l @gmail.com 
Vice President: Herbert R. Volin, 2726 N. Main St. , Walnut Creek, CA 94597-2750; HRVolin@aol.com 
Vice President, Chapters: Randy Tuuri , 29 Cambridge Way, Piedmont, CA 946 11 ; tuurifam@comcast.net 
Secretary: Roger Quinby, 12425 Dancliff Trace, Alpharetta, GA 30004; rpquinby@aol.com 
Treasurer: Kauko Aro, 325 Ri verwood Rd. , Mooresvi lle, NC 28 117; kiaro@roadrunner. com 
Immediate Past President: John DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp. , 22 Kane Industrial Dr., Hudson, MA 

01 749; j ld@thlogic.com 
Directors: Jerry F. Eggleston, PO Box 829, Breckenridge, CO 80424; j fe3 @mindspring.com 

Warren Grosjean, 32 Juniper Rd. , Wayne, NJ 07470; warren@ Derma-Safe.com 
Mark Lorentzen, 29 10 Nelson Way, #603, Santa Monica, CA 90405; pumamarco@ 

roadrunner.com 

Eric Roberts, PO Box 4602 1, Houston, TX 77056; eric.roberts@kbr.com 
John Salmi , 5907 Betsworth Ave. , Winn ipeg, MB, Canada 93ROJ8; j salmi5@shaw.ca 
Alan Warren, PO Box 39, Exton, PA 19341-0039; alanwar@att.net 

Appointed Officers 
Executive Secretary: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13 196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent47@sprynet.com 

Library Committee: Paul Albright, Howard Benson, Roger Cichorz, Greg Frantz, Jim Kilbane, 
Jeff Modesitt. Contact: SCC Library, c/o RMPL, 2038 Pontiac Way, Denver, CO 80224; 
pa lbright@wiche.edu 

Membership Chairman: George A. Kuhhorn, PO Box 4486, Emerald Isle, NC 28594; 
geokuhh@starflshnet.com 

Exhibition Coordinators: Warren Grosjean, 32 Juniper Rd., Wayne, NJ 97470; warren@ Derma-Safe.com; 
and Mark Lorentzen, 29 10 Ne lson Way #603, Santa Monica, CA 90405; pumamarco@roadrunner.com 

Stamp Mart Manager: Eric Roberts, PO Box 46020 I, Houston, TX 77056; eric. roberts@ kbr.com 

Canadian Mart Manager: Roger Fontaine, 177 Crestwood Cres.,Winnipeg, MB, R2J I H9, Canada; 
stampman@mts.net 

APS Representative: Donald B. Brent, PO Box 13 196, El Cajon, CA 92022; dbrent47@sprynet.com 

Literature Promotion: Alan Warren, PO Box 39, Exton, PA 19341-0039; a lanwar@att.net 

Webmaster: Joh n DuBois, c/o Thermalogic Corp. , 22 Kane Industrial Dr., Hudson, MA 01 749; 
j ld@thlogic.com 

Historian: Roberta Pa len, PO Box 364, Forbes, MN 55738; to ivossa@hotmail.com 

Awards Chairman: Rufus Wilson, RR3, Box 28- 1, Dalton, PA 184 14; rufwil@epix.net. 

SCC Study Groups 
DWI: Arnold Sorensen, 7666 Edgedale Dri ve, ewburgh, IN 47630-3062; valbydwi@hotmail.com 

Sweden Ring: George A. Kuhhorn, PO Box 4486, Emerald lsle, C 28594 ; geokuhh@starfishnet.com 

Finnish Study Group: Roger Q uinby, 12425 DancliffTrace, Alpharetta, GA 30004; rpquinby@aol.com 
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International stamp auctions 

encens fri merl<er 
Klundbyvn. l 03, N-2836 Biri, Norway. Tel. 61 18 15 55. Telefax: 61 18 17 37. e-mail: post@engers-fr imerker.no 

YOUR PARTNER IN BUYING AND SELLING 

From a fantastic collection Denmark, hammer price NOK 51 O 000. 

Our international profile and trust bring exciting material 
to our auctions in Oslo every spring and autumn. 

Great philatelic knowledge, more than 40 years of experience and our own authorized 
expert for Norway, as well as the best contacts within international expertizing give you 
the best guarantee tor serious treatment and maximum profit from your consignement. 

WELCOME TO US 

Detailed information, price lists, agenda, latest auction catalogue etc. 
please visit our homepage. 

www. enge rs-f rime rker. no 
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From the Editor's Stamp Den 
Paul Albright 

Philateli c research by two SCC members has impacted the hobby by influencing 
catalog li stings for some Icelandic and Norwegian stamps. Most recently, the Facit 
Special 2009 catalog contained a special mention of Ellis Glatt's contribution 
re Iceland 's i Gildi overpri nts. Beginning with last year 's edition , Glatt worked 
extensive ly with Karl Norsten of the catalog committee in a major overhaul of the i 
Gildi section based on his years of research, much of which was published in The Poslhorn. The effort 
resulted in many new and corrected li stings for major overprint varieties, along with numerous price 
changes. Among the new listings is the " rediscovered" " Missing i' variety on the 20-au r OS stamp, which 
he wrote about for the fi rst time in the August, 2008 issue of The Post horn. 

Bjorn Kristian Wang's research on the coarse-perforated posthorn-des ign stamps of Norway was 
published in 2003 and 2005 in both The Posthorn and the Norwegian journal Norsk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift. 
As a result, the 2007 edition of Norgeskatalogen shifted these stamps from being simple varieties to having 
their own main numbers in the catalog. 

Whi le skimming a 1940 book on stamp collecting, I noted a refe rence to a 19'" 
Century American col lector who attempted to "corner the market" on Norway's first 
postage stamp, the 4-ski lling coat-of-arms design of 1855 (Facit I). According to thi s tale, 
E.T. Wallis of Indianapolis, IN, attempted the "corner" in 1897 after a stamp periodical, 
Mekeel's Weekly, wondered why someone did not buy the stamp to drive up the price, 
which was then I 0 cents for used copies. Wallis apparently accum ulated 1,000 copies, 
repo1tedly pay ing several dollars each for some copies and later sold them to a dealer in 
New York, "doubtless al much less than what Wallis had paid for them; but the price of 
the stamp had been considerably raised."* 

How well did Wall is succeed in dri ving up the price? Checking prices in Seo/ls for 
used Norway No. I, I fo und: 1897, 12 cents; 1900 and 1905, 15 cents; 19 10, 15 cents; 
1920, $2.50; 1940 (when the book was publi shed), $4.00; 1950, $5.50; and by 2009, $ 130 
(Seo/ts says only a few genuine unused copies ofNo. I are known.) 

Norway #1 (from 
Engers Frimerker 
Auction #98, 
October 10, 2008.) 

(*Paper Chase: the Amenities of Stamp Collecting, by Alvin F. Harlow, Henry Holl and Company, New York, 1940.) 

Here is a quote from Sweden Posten 's Annual Report for 2007: 

" Posten delivers mail to 4.5 mi llion households and 900,000 businesses fi ve days a week, 
empties 30,000 mailboxes, and runs 4,000 service points. Mai l is delivered to about I, I 00 
households 1-4 days a week by rural mai l carriers or through so-called mail bags. These 
households are found pri marily in sparsely popu lated areas in the Norrland region inland and 
in the archipelagoes. 

Are any members fam il iar with th is rura l mail in Sweden, especially these "so-called mailbags?" 
The number of households seems quite smal l to me, and l was wondering if there are any auxi liary 
markings to direct th is mai I to the rura I areas. If so, it should make an interesting modern posta I history 
article for The Posthorn. 
Speak ing of Sweden, its postal service had a public relations embarrassment in August when it notified 
a British woman li ving in Malmo that she wou ld have to move her mailbox if she wanted to keep 
receiving her mail. It seems the di rection of the route was changed so that the mai l carrier now arrives 
at her house from the opposite direction. Ginny Rankin , who is from Jersey in the Channel Islands, 
objected that she would have to place the box across the road on someone else's property. "Jt's almost 

> 
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like they' re the mafia holding our post as ransom," she was quoted in the Swedish media. The situation 
was reso lved a few days late r. "The woman has now moved her mailbox," a spokesperson fo r Sweden 
Posten told The Posthorn . 
As anticipated in this column (The Posthorn, November, 2007, page 40), a mini-sheet honoring 
Swedi sh film director Ingmar Bergman proved a popular item. The sheet contained a single SEK 
11 .00 stamp show ing Bergman directing his cast on a mov ie set. Sweden's Post reported in late 
summer that the mini-sheet had so ld out. The publishers of Faci l thought enough of the mini-sheet to 
feature it on the cover of its 2009 catalog. 

Pas/horn columni st Alan Warren has won two spec ial awards from another philateli c 
society in which he also is active. At its 2008 annual meeting in May, the Mil itary Postal 
History Society presented Warren with its outstanding service awa rd fo r hi s almost 20 years 
of se rvice to the soc iety. In August, the American First Day Cover Society honored him with 
their G Jenn C. Michel special recognition award for hi s 20 years of service as recording 
secretary and many more years on the board of directors. Congratulations to a versatile and 
invo lved leader fo r our hobby. 

Some fisca l clouds hover over Norway Post, partly because of a declining vo lume of"unaddressed 
mail adverti sing," i. e., junk mail. The third quarter financial report fro m Norway Post sa id the vo lume of 
letters fell 0.7 percent and junk mail was down by 1.2 percent compared with a year ea rli er. CEO Dag 
Majdell sa id in a press release that steps are being taken to increase revenues and reduce costs by NOK 
2.3 billion. Meanwhile, there was little comfo rt fo r stamp and postal hi story co llectors in the third quarter 
report from Sweden Posten, which sa id : "[W]e anticipate that the slowing economy will spur the transition 
to electronic communication. " 

The first in a seri es of sometimes heated "cod wars" 
between Ice land and the British is being marked by a 90 
!SK postage stamp from the Icelandic post office. The first 
cod war, invo lving fis hing around Iceland , broke out 50 
years ago - on September I, 1958 - when Iceland expanded 
its fis hing zone from 4 nautica l miles to 12 nautical miles. 
The British responded by fi shing in the di sputed area with 
warships protecting its trawlers. 

There was a colli sion between an Icelandic patrol 
vessel ("JEgir") and a British warship ("HMS Russell") on 

90 50 AR FRA UPPHAFI FYRST A 
l>ORSKASTRIE>SINS 

September 4, 1958. On October 6, another Icelandic patrol boat ("Mari a Julia") fi red three shots at a trawler 
(" Kingston Emera ld"). A settl ement was reached on the 12-mile zone in November, 1958. 

Tro uble broke out aga in in 1972 when Iceland extended its fi shery limits to 50 nauti ca l miles. A third 
cod war began in ovember, 1975, when Iceland extended its fi sheri es to 200 nauti ca l miles. There were 
more incidents with the di spute finall y resolved in Ice land 's favo r th ro ugh a treaty. 

The stamp shows the fl agship of the Icelandic coast guard (Thor) during the 1958 cod war. • 

Please Support Our Advertisers 
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SCC and Scandinavian Calendar 

2009 
St. Louis Stamp Expo (SCC National Meeting), February 27-March 1; www.stlouisstampexpo.org. 
NORDIA 2009, May 28-31 , Hafnarfjordur, Iceland; contact Greg Frantz, gfcaptain@aol.com. 

2010 
WESTPEX (SCC National Meeting), April 23-25, San Francisco Airport Marriott; www.westpex.com. 

NORDIA 2010, To be determined. 

2011 
NORDIA 20 11 , To be determined. 

2012 
NORDlA 2012, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
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(Requi red by ] 9 USC 3685). 
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Iceland Stamp Features Musician-Activist 
John Lennon 

A new commemorative stamp issued by Jceland on October 9 contains 
several unusual features related to musician and peace act ivist John Lennon, 
who was assassinated in 1980. The 120 !SK stamp shows the Imagi ne 
Peace Tower, a beam of I ight 17 meters in diameter that was conceived by 
Lennon 's wife, Yoko O no, and dedicated in Lennon's memory in 2007. 

The light beam and c lo uds over the tower are printed in g low-in-the 
dark phosphorus. A portrait of Lennon, a member of the Beatles musica l 
group, appears on the stamp under ultraviolet light. The lig ht tower in Yidey 
is operated each year from October 9, Lennon 's birth date, until December 
8, the day he was murdered. To learn more about the Imag ine Peace Tower, 

c lick on that name at Wikipedia.com. • 
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Scandinavian Literature Notes 
By A Ian Warren 

News from Denmark 
In the August Dansk Filatelistisk Tidsskrifi, ed itor Jb Krarup Rasmussen writes 

about the detrimenta l effects of some plastic materials used for mounting and storing 
stamps and covers . Also, Bi1ihe King discusses refugee camps in Denmark during 
1945- 1949, and Torben Norup S0rensen describes the first airmail fl ight in Denmark, 
which took place July 1, 1919, between Copenhagen and Stege. 

The September issue of DFT carries an article by Bj0rn H innerichsen on starting a collection of usages 
of Finland 's M-1930 definitives. Jan Lreby describes some unusual ship cancels of the Danish West Indies, 
and Fri ts l0rgensen provides the second in his series on the booklet panes of Denmark during the letterpress 
period. 

News from Finland (with thanks to Kauko Aro) 
The lead arti cle in Filatelis ti 2/2008 di scusses the functi ons of the library in the Post and Tele Museum . 

The Finnish Postal History society has embarked on a project to co llect and publish information on posta l 
se rvices in the 'red' areas of the 19 18 civi l war. Subjects covered will incl ude postal operations in different 
areas ; the system oftranspo1ting mai l, especiall y via ra il s; " red-rates" as of March I, 191 8; detained mai l 
and mail that crossed the fronts; and the last stages of this postal service in April -May, 1918. 

Kari Lehtonen writes a concise summary of the Waasa issue of 1918, which celebrated 90 years in 
March 2008. Matti Sipari continues his treatise on Finnish registry labels, this time describing the final sty le 
before they were discontinued. 

In Filatelisti 3/2008, Kari Lehtonen writes on the perforation varieties of the 191 8 Waasa issue. In the 
same issue, Henrik Ehrnrooth writes about the history of first day cancels and the definition of first days in 
genera l. 

Filalelisli 4/2008 reprints Kari Rahiala 's presentation on the birth of postcards and their co llecting. 
The article had orig inally been in a show bu lletin last year. Reijo Nummela writes on the history of the 
sis Lainetar that became one of the main passenger ships in the Paijanne Lake region. In addition , it also 
carried mail between the Lahti Station and lakeside villages into the 191 Os. 

In the same issue Juss i Makinen gives the readers a brief overview of postal cancellers in use 
during this decade. He laments the gradual disappearance ofhandstamps, which have been a favorite for 
co ll ectors. Matti Sipari concludes his treatise on the Finnish registry labels with installment number 36. 

In Filatelisti 5/2008, Jussi Tuori describes the evolution of exhibiting revenue stamps in Finland , 
specifica ll y Finnish revenue stamps. He cred its a few well-known co ll ectors in Finland whose influence 
changed the practice in Finnish ex hi biti ons where revenues were not all owed to be shown , even outs ide 
competition. Marten Sund berg reports on the Finnish rarities that were part of the William Gross auction 
held in New York City in May where proceeds benefited African charities. 

In Filatelisti 6/2008, Janne Sahlstein of the Finni sh Postal History Society reports the research 
conducted on the effects that the varying exchange rate of the ruble had on Finnish posta l rates during the 
period October-November, 1917. 

News from Germany 
In the May issue of Philatelistische Nachrichten published by the Nordic countries study group, Rolf 

Dambach writes the second part in his series on impo1iant dates in Farnes postal history. This time he 
mentions the eight letter co llection offices established July I, 1903. In the same issue, Reinhard Weber 
takes a look at Finl and 's fig ure cancel No. 46 and shows some examples of the marking. 

ln the Greenland section, Christian Czubek and Ro lf Dornbach describe the 1938 "M iss ion Pol aire" of 
Hubert Garrigue and some of the mail assoc iated with th is Greenland exped ition. Jurgen Tiemer begins a 
new series on the posta l rates of Norway during the ski ll ing period, 1855-1877. 

News from Great Britain 
The September issue of Scandinavian Contact presents a nice overview of the Stockholm transit 

post office markings from 1883 to 1996 by Editor Peter Hellberg. Bruno N0rdam reports on Danish club 
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exh ibitions of 1902 and 1904 in his second installment of this seri es. He illustrates post cards, spec ial 
cancels, and labe ls fo r these events. Jn the same issue Patricia Adams writes the first part of a series on the 
Northern Exp loration Company in Spitzbergen. 

News from the Netherlands 
J. M. Vroom discusses the hand I ing of parcel post in Denmark in the 19'11 Century in the September 

issue of Het Noorderlicht, and Henk van Meeningen reviews the Saturday delivery (lordags utde ln ing) 
serv ice in Sweden. 

News from Norway 
Per Erik Knudsen reports the latest news on the Chri stiani a bypost (loca ls) in issue 3/2008 of Info, 

published by the Os lo Fi lateli stklu bb . A number of these adhes ives are illustrated that were issued from 
198 1 to 2008. In the same issue Knut Arveng reviews how pi lot Bernt Balchen opened airmail routes that 
trave l over the North Po le. 

Ex pert Hans J. Enger illustrates some counterfeit cancelations on the stamps of Norway in an art ic le 
in issue 5/2008 of Norsk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift, published by the Norwegian philatelic federat ion. Tryggve 
Johansen provides the second part of his series on place names that appear on Norwegian stamps, c iting the 
Norgeskatalogen numbers. This is a useful li st for thematic co ll ectors . 

Peer-Christian Anensen gives a ni ce overview of one category of Norwegian postal stationery in 
issue 6/2008 of NFT. He describes postal ca rds, including private cards, and even the fo lded typewriter 
post cards . Peer-Christian Anensen gives a very thorough treatment of the engraved 1978 1.00 NKr 
stamp depicting the Austrat mano r house near Trondheim (NK 8 14). In fo rmation includes printing, paper, 
fluorescent tagging, marg inal imprints, and many vari eties of the stamp. 

Captured Norwegian vo lun teers in the Boer War are the subject of John Torstad 's a1i ic le in the 
September issue of Norwegian War and Field Post Journal. He shows some examples of camp mail and 
lists those who served and became POWs. In the same issue, Egi l Thomassen describes the first leaflet 
dropped by Great Britain over Norway on December 17, 194 l . 

Issue 2/2008 of Norway 's Frimerke Forwn presents the first part in a series on printed postal serv ice 
forms used for va ri ous postal serv ices 

News from Sweden 
Goran Persson discusses the second delivery of Sweden's 4-skilling banco stamp in issue 5/2008 

of Svensk Filatelistisk Tidskrift. In hi s postal hi story co lumn , Lennart Ivarsson describes 19'11 Century 
incom ing mail from fo re ign countries that has been disinfected. Harry Hohndorfwrites about the vo lunteer 
Swed ish brigades that fought in F inland 's war for independence in 1918. 

News from the United States 
Norway's coarse-perforation posthorn design stamps were featured in the A ugust Scott Stamp Monthly 

fo llowed by letters to the ed itor in succeed ing issues. Much of the information derived from Bj0rn Kristian 
Wang's art ic les in the February and May, 2003 , issues of The Post horn. • 

Seminar on Postal History and Thematics 
The Swedish Philate li c Federation and the Swedish auction house Postiljonen, with sanction from the 

Federation International de Philatelie (FIP), are sponsoring a spec ial seminar on postal hi story and thematic 
philately in Malmo, Sweden, on August 21-23 , 2009. The semi nar is open to co ll ectors, exh ibitors, judges, 
apprentice jurors, dealers, and representatives of societies and philatelic federatio ns. 

Internationally experienced lecturers will focus on the latest trends in these two exhibiting classes. 
Participants wil I rece ive credit to suppo1i their app li cation as an FIP apprenti ce judge when they have met 
a ll requirements. Attendance is limited to 50 participants w ith the deadline for appl ications set for April 30, 
2009. Further details and the app li cation can be fou nd at http ://www.postiljonen.se/ lndex_sv. htm, and c li ck 
on " Invitation to F. I.P. Sem inar. " • 
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Chapter reports 
Randy Tuuri, Vice President, Chapters 

Colorado Chapter 27 
After a two-month break , regu lar meeti ngs res umed with di scuss ion of the shows 

attended over the summer. A brief show-and- te ll of a "destinati on" fi nd to St. Paul de 
Loanda, Southwest Africa, and other items was held in September. The October meeting 

was a highl y successful chapter aucti on. 

North New Jerse) Chapter 9 
At the September, meeting one member reported on a Dani sh cover w ith the 4-ore overpri nt on the 

8-ore stamps print ings 120 and 121. 

:\1anitoba Chapter 24 
T he sum mer inc luded a go lf event and member parti c ipation in various loca l events w ith stamp 

di sp lays. Normal meetings resumed in Octobe r. 

New Zealand 
John Campbe ll has written a book Czeslaw Slania - Master Engraver: 1921 -2005, w hi ch wi ll be 

rev iewed in The Posthorn. 

Southern California Chapter 17 
Members continue to enjoy mart books and good fe llowship . 

Australia 
Roger Byrne reports fro m a tri p to Ca irns that he tracked down a dea ler no longer trad ing and lea rn ed 

that at one time e ight dea le rs were act ive in Ca irns but that stamps rust in that tropica l c limate and a ll 
dea lers are now gone. Something to think about when buyi ng fro m dea lers aro und the worl d. 

Golden Gate Chapter 21 
Meetings continue at members' houses wi th good foo d and li ve ly meetings. Discuss ions of recent and 

past fi nds ho ld the interest of those present. 

Twin Cities Chapter 14 
In July, the fi fth annual Fri gstad/Johnson memoria l di nner was we ll-attended. September 's meeting 

rev iewed recent acqui s itions. 

Delaware Chapter 13 
The summer break over, the October meeti ng di scussed to uri st stamps fro m the Nord ic coun tri es. 

Ne\\ England Chapter 5 
The October meeting rev iewed mart books and had a Denali s lide presentat ion by Mats Ro ing. John 

DuBo is a lso showed some s lides from hi s last trip to Alaska . 

New York Chapter 7 
After a summer hi atus, the first meeting of the Fa ll was spent examining Mart books, philate li c 

fe ll owship, and catching up with the members' su mmer escapades. 

Seattle Chapter 1 
Summer meetin gs we re he ld to di scuss purchases, review Ma11 books, and to help one another w ith 

identifica ti on questions. • 
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SCC News 

SCC Selects Slate of Officers & Directors 
In accordance with the SCC bylaws, Secretary Roger Quinby casl a s ing le vote for the entire s late 

of officers and directors submitted by the Nominating Committee since there was only one candidate fo r 

each position. Many incumbent officers were retained and some current directors remain on the board to 

complete their 2007-20 l 0 tenm. The new slate will be insta lled on January I, 2009. 

Officers for two-year term, 2009-20 I 0 
President: Mats Roing of Massachusetts (i ncumbent) 
Vice Pres ident: Herbert R. Vol in of California (incumbent) 

Vice President, Chapters: Randy Tuuri of California (incumbent) 
Secretary: Alan Warren of Pennsy lvania (new) 
Treasurer: Kauko I. Aro of North Carolina (i ncumbent) 

New Directors serv ing fou r-year terms, 2009-20 12 
Ronald Collin of Illinois 
Paul A. Nelson of Arizona 
Jay Smith of North Carolina 

Retained Directors serving through 20 I 0 
Mark Lorentzen of Cal ifornia 
Eric Roberts of Texas 
John Salmi of Manitoba, Canada. 

Meet the new directors 
New directors serving for 2009-20 12 are Ronald Collin, Paul Nelson, and Jay Smith. Ron Collin 

is an active coll ector oflceland and has exhi bited the stamps and stationery of that country. He has 
contributed articles on Iceland philate ly to The Posthorn. He is the comptro ller of the COMPEX ex hi bition 
in the Chicago area and has served SCC in the past as treasurer and awards chairman. 

Paul Nelson, a former president of SCC, is a widely published specialist in Scandinavian revenues 
and has written articles in a number of journals and edited luren for many years . He exhibits Nordic 
country revenues on three-dimensiona l objects and has ed ited and written several catalogs on revenues of 
the Scandinavian countries. He coordinates the Scandinavian Revenues Study G roup for SCC. Ne lson was 
on the organizing committee ofNORDIA 200 1 and was a leader in the Scandinavian Phi late lic Library of 
Southern Californi a. He currently serves as vice chairman of the board of directors of the Posta l History 
Foundation in Tucson and as a trustee of the Scandinavian Philate lic Foundation. 

Jay Smith is a we ll-known dealer in the Scandinav ian area, dba Jay Smith & Associates. He started 
as a dealer at age 11 and later concentrated on the Scandinavian countries. Smith a lso publi shes phi latelic 
books for his own business and for the Scandinavian Phi latelic Foundation. His on-demand printing 
has resulted in publication of books on Canadian and British postal rates, as well as a wide variety of 
Scandinavian philatelic titles. 

The only new officer is that of secretary, which was assumed by Alan Warren . He replaces Roger 
Quinby, past president of SCC, who steps down, having fi lled the remai ning term of the late Don Halpern. 
Warren is a former pres ident and has held a number of other posts in SCC. He is a regular columnist for 

The Posthorn. • 
- SCC Nominating Committee (Alan Warren, chair; Frederick lutt, John Sabin) 

For Online Articles, Exhibits, Archives, and Research Tools 
Click on www.scc-online.org 
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Our next auction takes place in Oslo 
November 14th and 15th 2008 

From Pieter Ahl's collection "Norwegian Shipmail before 1875" 

From Geir Kaasa's collection " Mj0sposten" 

You will find the complete catalogue at our website: 

www.frimerkehuset.no 
Participate as a vendor at the auction house 
where the big collections are being sold ! 

F.C. MOLDENHAUER AS 
BERGENS FRIMERKEFORRETNING 

Postboks 258 Sentrum - N0-5804 Bergen - Phone: +47 55 31 44 20 Fax:+47 55 32 63 55 

in co-operation with 

Frimerkehuset AS - 0stre Skostredet 2 - N0-5017 Bergen 

E-mail : frimerke@online.no 
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Awards Report 

NORDIA 2008: Mark Lorentzen 
wins Grand Prix Nordia 

SCC director Mark Lorentzen won the Grand Prix Nordia 
at the NORDIA 2008 exhibition held October 23-26 in Stavanger, 
Norway. He was up against six other outstand ing exh ibits in the 
Master C lass. 

A go ld award and the Grand Prix International went to Birthe 
King for her " Denmark : Conscience, Conflict and Camps 1932-
1949." Another go ld , a long with the Grand Prix Nord ique, went to 
Jussi Tuori with his "Finland: Saarinen Model 19 17." 

SCC past president John DuBois won a go ld a long with the 
Philatelic Federation of Ice land 's pri ze for his " Postal Stationery 
of the Dani sh West Indies ." Gold medals were also taken by 

Christopher King for "The Duchy of Slesvig: Language, Loyalty 
and Land 1868-1920," and by Geoffrey Noer for "Faroe Is lands 
Post: I 9'h Century to World War 11." NORD IA shows do not offer 
a large go ld medal. 

Mark Lorentzen hoists his Grand Prix 
Nordia. (Photo by Geoffrey Noer.) 

Among other winners at the show, we note Bj orn Kristian 
Wang with a large venneil for hi s CD The Revenue Stamps 
of Norway and Related Non-Fiscal issues along with the 
Nordenfjeldske Fi late listforening's pri ze, and Warren Grosjean 
with a sma ll verme il for "Norway 's First Postage Stamp: The 4 
Ski lli ng of 1855." Grosjean also received a si lver-bronze for "The 
First Forty Years of Skagen 's Phi latelic History." 

Large s il ver awards went to Henk Burgman for "The 
Gu ll foss Postage Stamps," and to John Campbell for " Poland 
and Sweden through the Ski ll s ofCzeslaw Slania." The Posthorn 
received a silver and C harles LaBlonde rece ived a s il ver-bronze 
for "Den mark: Worl d War II Posta l History." 

At least I 0 other members of SCC rece ived awards at the 
Stavanger show. The complete pal mares is availab le at http: // 

www.nordia2008.com/english.htm. 

Birthe King receives her Grand Prix 
lnternatio al award from Ivar Sundsb0 , 
left, while lngolf Kapelrud , honorary 
president of the Federation of European 
Philate lic Associations a nd the 
Norweg ian Federation of Philately, looks 
on. (Photo by Lars Engelbrecht.) 

Earlier Scandinavian Area Awards 
Stephen Kapla n won a gold at the APS Stampshow in Hartford, CT, in August fo r "Usages of the 

Ring Stationery of Fin land 1891- 19 1 l." A verme il award went to Robert Hisey for "The First Definitives 
ofthe Finnish Republic 1917-1930." In the literature section ofthe same show, ThePosthorn rece ived 

a go ld . Vermei l awards went to Jan Billgren for Postryttaren 2008, and to Leif Nilsson for Jcelandic 
Numeral Cancellations . John Sabin received a silver for The Return Post of the Danish Postal Service. 

Anders Wallqvist received a show go ld , the grand award, and the Postal Hi story Society award 
at BALPEX in September wi th hi s "Mail in Free Fin land and the Republic of Finland l. X. 19 17 -
3 I .XII .1930." At the same show, Roger Quinby won a go ld for "The Fin nish Rai lway to St. Petersburg 

1870 to 19 18." At the Southeastern Stamp Show in Marietta, GA, in September, Robert Hisey received 
a vermeil , an AAPE award of honor, and the APS 1900-1940 meda l of excel lence for his "The First 
Definitives of the Finnish Republ ic." 
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Ross Olson rece ived a court of honor go ld at Minnesota Stamp Ex po in July wi th his "The Definiti ve 
Postage Stamps of Sweden 1920-1 938." Steve Lund won a go ld , the Ameri can Philateli c Congress awa rd , 
and the SCC Paul Jensen award fo r hi s "Canceled Lund ." Mike Schumacher took a vermeil and the AA PE 
creat ivity awa rd for hi s " Lee land I 972: The Match of the Century, Bobby Fischer vs. Bori s Spassky." 

Alan Warren received a sil ver and the best fo reign FDC award at Americover in Fa ll s Church, VA, 
in August fo r hi s "Censored First Day Covers of Nordic Countries." Otto Kjrergaard won a gold and the 
APS post-1 980 medal of exce ll ence at the Phil adelphia National Stamp Ex hibition in September with hi s 
"Renegade in the International Mail." 

Overl ooked in the August report was the large go ld and special prize awa rded to Jussi Tuori fo r hi s 
"The Rouletted Revenue Stamps of Finland" at the World Stamp Championship Israel 2008. • 

- Alan Warren 

SCC Convention 2009 in St. Louis 
Fast on the heels of our Chicagopex convention (November 21-23) will be our 2009 conventi on next 

February 27-March l , 2009, in St. Loui s. The show name is Sain t Loui s Stamp Expo and the ve nue is the 
St. Loui s Renai ssance Hotel at the airport with complimentary shuttle. 

The show Web site is www.stloui ssta mpexpo.org. This exhibition is a "youngster" in terms of APS 
World Series of Philately shows as it started onl y in 1994. However, it has become a very popul ar one with 
dealers, ex hibi tors, and show attendees. 

One ofSCC's most successful exhibitors, Mark Lorentzen, will lead an exhibit workshop in St. Loui s. 
Topics covered will include: How to get sta11ed with exhibiting; how to improve an ex isting exhibit; and 
exhibi ting questions and answers. 

SCC has once aga in arranged fo r a visiting judge from abroad. This time it will be 
Jonas Hall strom of Sweden. SCC members Gregory Frantz and Alan Warren also will be 
on the slate of fi ve judges. 

Hall strom is accredited as a national, Nordia, and international (F lP) judge and 
currently serves as a delegate on the FIP Commi ss ion fo r Themati c Philately. He attended 
the Themati c Commi ssion meeting held at the Washington 2006 exhibition, where he also 
won a go ld with special prize fo r hi s ex hibit, "The Hi story of the Square-rigged Sailing 
Vessels." He has wri tten and lectured ex tensive ly on themati c exhibi ting and is secretary of Jonas Hallstrom 
the Swedish Assoc iati on of Themati c Collectors. 

Hall strom serves as Sweden's commi ss ioner to internati onal exhibitions and is 
pres ident of the board of the Swedi sh Committee fo r Jury and Exhibi tion Matters. He has written more than 
I 00 arti cles on ex hibiting and thematic ph ilately du ri ng the past I 0 yea rs, as we ll as severa l handbooks on 
exhibiting, use of the computer to prepare album and ex hibit pages, and on exhi bi ting picture post ca rds. 

SCC exhibitors des iring to parti cipate at St. Lou is Stamp Expo should go the Web site and cli ck on 
"Exhibits" and then "Pros pectus 2009" to pull up the rules and application fo rm. Or write to the show 
committee and request these fo rms: St. Loui s Stamp Expo, PO Box 8277, St. Loui s, MO, 63 156-8277. 
Please contact our ex hibit coordinators Mark Lorentzen (pumamarco@roadrunner. com) or Warren Grosjean 
(warren@derma-safe.com) if interested in exhibiting. • 
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- A Ian Warren 

Look to Iceland for NORDIA 2009 
There are onl y six months between NORD IA 2008 in Norway and 

the next NO RD IA show in Iceland . The dates are May 28-3 1, 2009, 
and the venue is the Sports Hall in the picturesque coastal town of 
Hafnarfjo rour, whi ch will be observing its I 0011i anni versa ry yea r. 
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The chaim1an of the exh ibition is Sigurour R. Petursson, who is wel l-known to SCC members for 
having judged in the United States, while Halfdan He lgason is the general commissioner. SCC's Gregory 
Frantz of Colorado w ill be the U.S. commissioner and serve on the j ury. "I would like to encourage our 

SCC exhibi tors to show in Iceland," said Frantz. "The Iceland ic Phi latel ic Federation is looking for a good 
U.S . turno ut." 

SCC members are e lig ible to exhibit, but they sho uld not dawdle. Applications must be in the hands 
of the exhibition committee by January 15, 2009. T itl e and/o r synopsis pages should accompany the 
application. Further detail can be found on the show Website, www.NORDIA2009. is. Most important 

there are the regulations and application for exh ibitors, which can be printed in pdf format. sec members 
must send their completed appl ications to Greg Frantz, 11 63 1 Dunrich Road, Parker, CO, 80138; email, 
gfcaptain@ aol.com. 

This is the fifth ORDIA exhibition that Iceland has hosted but the first one held outside of Reykjavik. 
Some 700 frames of exhibits are expected, and Iceland Post wi ll release a colorful 200 ISK mini-sheet 
picturing puffins . Another feature wi ll be drawings by primary grade students from Hafnarfjorour. The 
pupils' art work w ill be on display and prizes awarded. • 

Under Review 

FACIT Special 2009 

Facit Special 2009, Fac it FOrlags AB, 928 pages, Swedish and English, 2008, ISBN 91-86564-63-3. 

The new Facit Special 2009 is now available. It 's up to its usua l standards with good bi lingual 
coverage of the Scandinav ian countries ' stamps, co lor illustratio ns, and some added spec ial features. This 
year, specific credit is g iven to SCC's Ellis G latt for hi s contribution to a major rev isio n to the Ice landic 
"I G ildi" section. Posthorn readers will recognize G latt's name from his recent comprehensive articles on 
these stamps publi shed in The Posthorn. The Iceland section a lso features expanded in format ion on bridge
type cancels and U.S. and British World War II mil itary postmarks used in Iceland. 

For the first time in a few years, the Swedi sh revenues, both national and municipa l, are listed, 
illustrated, and priced. The national revenues seem not to have any new information added to those I 0 
pages, and the space limitations continue to keep certai n pri nting, perforation, and paper varieties noted but 
without detail. Municipa l revenues, with seven pages, have new information in the listings for several of 
the towns, both newly listed stamps, revised pricings, and occasionally a bit more detai l. 

Many of these stamps have been auctioned in Sweden recently with a significant number of those cited 
as being unlisted in Facit. The new material is not tota lly inc lus ive as to those " unlisted" items, but because 
there is some uncertainty in Sweden abo ut the provenance and availabili ty of some of this material , Lars 
L iwendahl and Lennart Kron, the editors of this Facit Special section, are bei ng correctly conservative on 
their va luations. Va luations above 500 kronor are noted with an " R," which stands for items only known in 
very few copies. 

As usual, thi s is a highly recommended item for the Scand inavian collector 's library. Perhaps every 
year is not necessary, but for those co llectors of these recent new features and those whose libraries are not 
current, the Facit Special is well worth having. The catalog is available from U.S .sources, of course. 

- Paul Nelson 

Almost 60 Years of Swedish Yearbooks 

Postry ttaren 2006, Post1y ttare11 2007, Post1y ttare11 2008, annua l yearbooks publi shed by the Postmuseum, 
Box 2002, I 03 11 Stockholm, Sweden. 220, 160, and 168 pages respectively, 6 Y2 by 9 :Y,. inches, 
case bound, in Swedish with Eng lish summaries, edited by Jan Billgren. Issued to the Friends of the 
Postmuseum for an annual fee of 200 SEK. 
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Just as co llectors look fo rward each year to the Ameri can Philateli c Congress books, many also eagerl y 
awa it the yearbooks of the Swedi sh Postal Museum . Both annual publications revea l a di versity of topics 
that are quite engaging. The three latest ve rsions of Postry ttaren are the 56tii, 57t1i, and 5gt1i editi ons. 

Volume 56, 2006 
2006 was the centenary of the Swedi sh Post Museum 's opening in 1906. Ed itor Jan Billgren gives a 

bri ef profil e of each of the museum 's nine directors over the yea rs. Erik Hamberg summari zes some of the 
major stamp donations made to the museum during this time. Other authors descri be some of the major 
items in the museum 's co llections such as photographs, postal hi story objects, clothing worn by postal 
employees, and some of the rare stamps. 

Another summary describes some of the 
outstanding ex hibitions held at the museum during the 
previous I 00 years. 2006 was also the I 50t" anniversary 
of the issuance of Sweden's black local stamps. 
These were fo r use on mail within Stockholm and the 
surrounding area. Mats Ingers describes the stamps' 
production and postal hi story. 

Volume 57, 2007 
The lead arti cle by Robert Mattson and Bjorn 

Sylwan detail s many new acquisitions to the museum 's 
co llections, including a 22-pound book of proofs from 
the Post Offi ce Stamp Department. The proofs are 
fo r many of the earl y issues of Sweden. One unusual 
addition pertains to the 1920 special airmail stamps 
consisting of Swedish offic ials overprin ted " Luftpost. " 
The latest acquisition is a hitherto unknown tri al 
overprint using the word " Flygpost" instead. 

Fredrik Ydell describes the handling of mail by 
airship to Sweden and Finland fro m 19 19-1 93 0. Other 
arti cles in the 2007 book di scuss the letter- writing of 
Carl Linnaeus, the abuse of the "free letter" privilege 
during the 17th and early t 8t" Centuries, the story of 
Heinrich Li chtenstein who di scovered the 3-skilling 
ye llow error stamp, and a profi le of Swedi sh engraver 
Maj vor Franzen who produced nearl y I 00 Swedish 
stamps between 1967 and 1987 . 

Volume 58, 2008 
This edition of Postryttaren begins with Thorsten 

Sandberg's appreciation of the late engraver Czeslaw 
Stania, fo llowed by Editor Jan Billgren's review of the 
conformance by Nordic countries to the uniform stamp 
colors recommended by the Uni versal Postal Union. 
Other topics covered in this vo lume include the collecting of picture postcards, postmarks on early Swedish 
stamps, varieti es of the Oscar II copperplate recess issues, 20th Century Satu rday and Sunday mail deli very, 
and Swedish philate li c periodicals that began publication from 1920 to 1949. 

Illustrations in these three vo lumes are in color and have both Swedi sh and Engli sh captions. Brief 
Engli sh language summaries of the articles appear immediate ly after each arti cle in the original language. 
Each vo lume ends with highlights of events at the museum during the preceding calendar yea r. These three 
issues of Postryttaren continue the fi ne tradition of scholarl y arti cles on both class ic and modern philately 
of Sweden. • 

- A Ian Warren 
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To Know about the Danish Postal Service 

Den danske Postetat 1624-1927 (1983) [The Danish Posta l Service 1624- 1927 
( 1983)], by Toke N0rby, Forlaget N0rby hus, 2008, 704 pp. (in Dani sh), ISBN : 978-
87-984623-2-3; ava il able at Toke.Norby@ norbyhus.dk for 250 DKK (~$55 ) , plus 
shipping and handling. See http ://www. norbyhus.dk/. 

In a word , this book is a tom e! It is heavy, printed in small letters, and filled 
with information. A lthough not the book for vacation read ing, it is an abso lute must
have for anyo ne interested in the structure and personnel of the early Dan ish posta l 
service. The book is an "enlarged, reworked , and completed" vers ion of the Dani sh 
postal historian Fritz Johannes Jacob O lsen 's books Poststyrelsen, Postkontorerne 
og Postmestrene i Danmark 1624-1 924 (Posta l Adm inistrati on , Post Offices and 

Toke N0rby 

Postmasters in Denmark 1624- 1924, pub! ished in 1925) and Den Danske Postetat 1624-1927 (The Dani sh 
Postal Serv ice 1624-1927, published in 1929.) N0rby's book represents a prodigious amount of work , 
whi ch has resulted in a remarkably comp lete and useful product. 

The book is structu red in three main secti ons, each wi th an introduction, fo llowed by several short 
appendices . Before delving into the book, however, one needs to realize that the info rmation density is very 
hi gh. This has necessitated the use of many abbreviations and acronyms, which are found throughout the 
book. It is worthwhi le to mai ntain contact with thi s g lossary when using this book. 

The first, and longest, of the main sections, DDP E-1 , li sts postal biographies of more than 4,300 people 
that were leaders of the post offices, or were employed by the postal system, from 1624 to 1927. Postmen 
(postbud) who deli ve red mail are not included . In each entry, the personal and posta l hi story of the entrant 
is recorded. 

The second major section of the book, DOP E- II , charts the posta l administrati on and its members from 
one week after the estab li shment of the Danish postal servi ce in December, 1624, unt i I October, 1983, 
when the last ed iti on of the Dan ish Post and Telegraph 's (P&T) Official Announcements, after which it is 
difficult to follow postal system careers . 

DOPE-II is arranged in order of the various departments of the postal service and g ives the names and 
tit les of the department chi efs, when each was appo inted and subsequently left the job. Many are cross
referenced in DOP E-I , where additional in formation can be found. 

The third section, DDP E-111 , deals wi th post offices and lists each alphabetica ll y by location. For each 
post office, the various ra nking postal adm inistrators w ith time of tenure are li sted. I find thi s an espec ially 
interesting section , as it is possible to see how hi story affected the post by following posta l appointments. 
Rea l-time errata for the book can be fou nd at http ://www.norbyhus.dk/DDP E/errata 120808. html. 

Den danske Postetat 1624-1927 (1983) is an important addition to the posta l hi story o f Denmark and 
should be in the library of every postal historian of Denmark. • 

- John R. Sabin 

Online Member Directory @ www.scc-online.org 

Member Advertisements 

Norway Tra nslator : A vo lunteer(s) is needed lo translate Norwegian into Engli sh as pan ofSCC's He lpers ' List, which makes 
expe rti se ava il ab le lo ass ist fe llow members with their phil ate lic projects. Contact George Kuhhorn, Helpers ' Li st coordinator, at 
PO Box 4486, Emera ld Is le, NC 28594; email , gcok uhh@starfi shnet. com. 

Want to Buy: Sweden Oscar issue. I wou ld like bundles or accumu lat ions. Looking lo r co lors, vari eti es, and cance ls. Email 
ivgusla l@ hotmail.com and let me know what yo u h:w c and the price. 

For Sale: Sweden 2002 Year Pack with MNH stamps in s leeves in original fo lder. Con tact SCC member Arshad Jamil at 
sjrc6fan@gma iI .com. 
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SCC Library Auction #14 
(Closing Date January 19, 2009) 

Thi s is the I 4'h auction of items being offered to SCC mem bers. These lots are duplicates of current SCC Library 
holdings. Realizations will be used to he lp the SCC Library, especially fo r literature acquisitions. Place bids with Roger 
C ichorz, 3925 Longwood Avenue, Boulder, CO 80305-7233 , USA; telephone 303-494-836 1, or e-ma il rcichorz@ 
comcast.net. This auction closes on January 19, 2009. 

The Terms of Sale are identical to those published on Page 26, May, 2004, issue of The Post horn. To conserve 
space, the terms are not repeated here (please refer to the May, 2004, issue). 

The minimum bid accepted for a lot is the starting bid. Wherever possible, the auctioneer 's estimated market 
va lue (EMV) or actual current market va lue from dealers' pricelists (CMV) fo r the lot is included in the description as 
a guideline for bidders. The highest (successful) bid will be placed at one bidding increment over the econd-place bid. 
Bidding increments are: $0.50 to $5 = $0.50, $5 to $25 = $ 1, $25 to $50 = 2, and >$50 = S3. Bids are in U.S. currency. 

Lot Numbers and Descriptions: 
I. Denma r k : The Inland Mail 1871-1902, in English, by Mogens Juhl , Skill ing, Skibby, Denmark, 1990, 69 pages, 
profusely illustrated, paperback, excellent condition. Outstanding postal history reference for the 187 1- 1902 period, 
including the 187 1 and 1888 posta l reforms and the 1875 monetary reform, w ith information about posta l rates, posta l 
service, and currency, C MV $2 1, Starting Bid = $7. 
2. Denma rk: Danske Poststempler/Danish Postmarks, in Danish, by Svend Arnholtz, K0benhavns Philatelist Klub, 
1953, 146 pages, profusely illustrated, softbound, good condition. This book is sti ll considered the classic reference 
on all aspects of Danish postmarks and cancelations even though some sections have been superseded by more recent 
works. Note: Three additional KE (Kirsten Ehlers, Copenhagen) Danish-text postmark catalogs - Fortegnelse over 
Nummerstempler pa J 875 Udgaven ( 1973/74, 14 pages), Danske Nummers/empler Samtlige Udgaver J 851-1884 ( 1975, 
36 pages, water damaged), and Stjernestempler 1973174 ( 1973, 64 pages) - are included in this lot as a gratis bonus, 
CMV = $39, Starting Bid = $ I 0. 
3. Denmark: Danisch Nummern- und Sternstempe! Katalog/Danish Numeral- and Star Postmarks, in German, 
Forschungsgeme inschaft Nordische Staaten e. V., Wiesbaden, Germany. Three catalog editions in good to excellent 
condition: 1975176 (by Dieter Mickel, 72 pages, paperback), 1980, (by Dieter Micke l and Klaus Eitner, 9 1 pages, 
paperback), and 1986 (by Dieter Mickel, 172 pages, softbound). The info rmation in these three cata logs supersedes 
and expands upon that provided in Danske Postslemp/er/Danish Postmarks by Svend Arnho ltz (see lot #2). All three 
catalogs are profusely illustrated and conta in tabular listings, so the German text should be readily usable by Eng lish
on ly readers. EM V = $50, Starting Bid = $ 12. 
4. Denmark: Danske Postslempler/Danish Postmarks, in Danish, by Hans Ehlern Jessen, "om at samle .. ./ 
Focus on .. . " series, Fillatelisti sk Bibliotek K0benhavns Philatelist Klub/Clausens Forlag, 1974, 48 pages, profusely 
illustrated, softbound, good condition. Handbook on Danish postmarks and cancelations. CMV = $ I 0, Starting Bid = 
$2. 
5. Denmark: Sma Kvadrater/Small Squares, in Danish, by Max Meedom, "om al samle .. ./Focus on" series . .. , 
Fillatelistisk Bibliotek K0benhavns Philatelist Klub/C lausens Forlag, 1974, 48 pages, profusely illustrated, softbound, 
good condition. Handbook on the Denmark Rigsbank-Skill ing issues of 185 1-63, CMV = $ 15, Starting Bid = $3. 
6. Denma rk: Danmarks Posif'cerge Mcerker/Danish Parcel Post "Postfcerge" Stamps, in Danish, by Tom P lovst, 
Aarhus Frimzekehandel, 1962; 77 pages, profusely ill ustrated, softbound, good condition. The class ic book and st ill 
the key reference on the Danish "ferry" stamps, including their postal history and use, overprint varieties, p rinting 
quantities, cancelations, etc, CMV $79, Starting Bid = $20. 
7. Denmar k/Clearance Lot: This lot comprises the fo llowing I 0 paperback (staple-bound) booklets and 
monographs: Brevsamlingsstempler, Tilde/inger i Arene 1860-1874/Letter-Co/lection Offices' Postmarks from 
1860 to 1874 (in Danish, by A. Tha ll , Axel ie lsen, Copenhagen, no year, 26 pages, useful monograph), Beretning 
0111 Kobenhavns Philatelist Klubs Virksomhed i Arene 1887-1969/ Report on Copenhagen's Philatelic Clubs' 
Activities During 1887-1969, in Danish, by A. Tholl, Folkebladets Bostrykkeri, Farum, Denmark, 1969, 48 pages), Om 
Transitportoens og den Jnternationale Portos, Afskajfelse og Affosning/On Transit Markings of the international 
Posts, Phasing Out and Relieving (in Danish, by Joseph Michaelsen, 1873, a reprint edition by E. Menne Larsen, 
Hobro, Denmark, 1975, 14 pages, useful monograph), En Dag med Vitus Bering/One Day with Vitus Bering (in 
Danish, by Aa. Kabell, Posthi storisk Forlag, Hobro, 1980, 23 pages, polar topical and postal history), Tonder -
Stemp/er 1848-1976/ Tonder Postmarks 1848-1976 (in Danish, by Aa. Kabe l! , Posthistorisk Selskab, Hobro, 1976, 
12 pages, usefu l monograph), Danske Tekst-Maskinstemp/er 1924-1949/Danish Machine Postmarks with Text (in 
Danish, by Max N0rgaard, Filatelistisk Forlag, no year g iven, 24 pages, usefu l handbook), Danske Ringstempler 1851-
1863, 2. Udgave/Danish Circular Cancellations 1851-1863, 2"'1 Edition (in Danish, by Th. Hege lund , Kobenhavns 
Philate li st Klub, 1942, 23 pages, of more interest to the bibliophile than as a usefu l reference), Danish Postal Rates 
J 624-1965 (in English, by H. E. Tester, May, 1975, supplement to The Post horn, 52 pages, classic monograph), Danske 

> 
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Brevkassetomningsstempler/Danish letter-Collection-Office Postmarks (in Danish , by Max NeJrgaard , Filatelistisk 
Forlag, Copenhagen, no year g iven, 18 pages, useful reference) , and Danske Tekst-Maskin-Stempler!Danish Machine 
Postmarks with Text (in Danish , by 1-1 . Truelsen, Posthi storisk Forlag, 1-l obro, 1976, 16 pages, useful handbook), EMV 
= $60, Starting Bid = $6. 
8. Norway: Handbok over Norges Frimerke1; Antikva Utgavene 1909 og 1929/Handbook of Norwegian Stamps, the 
5-@re Issues of 1909 and 1929, in Norwegian, Volume VU, Chr. H. Knudsens/Norsk Fi late li stforbund, Oslo/Bergen, 
1997, 220 pages, profusely illustrated, softbound, excell ent condition. The definitive reference book about the 1909 and 
1929 5-0re issues (NK 99 and 118), with enlarged comparative illustrations and descriptions of all types and varieties. 
Although in Norwegian, this handbook is readil y usable by Engl ish-only readers because of the detai led illustrations 
and tabu lar information, CMV = $49, Starting Bid = $ 15. 
9. Norway: Fortegnelse over Poststemp/er med "Krone/ Posthorn "/List of "Crown-and-Posthorn " Postmarks, 
in orweg ian, by Bj0m E. Burnes, Norsk Filateli stforbund, Horten , Norway, 1976, 11 9 pages, profusely illustrated, 
softbound, pristine. The onl y catalog listing for these cancelations; each is illustrated with dates of use and other detail s, 
Although in Norwegian, this cata log has a two-page introduct ion in Engli sh and is readily usab le by Engl ish-onl y 
readers, CMV = $26, Starting Bid = $7. 
I 0. Norway: Norske Maskinstemp/er med Tekst I 903-/ 978/Norwegian Machine Postmarks with Text, 1903-1978, in 
Norwegian, Norsk Fi late I istforbund, Bergen, 1978, 173 pages, profusely illustrated, softbound, excell ent condition. The 
standard reference for s logan and pictorial machine postmarks, this catalog li sts and illustrates more than 900 examples ; 
cites towns and dates of use and includes a cross-reference index by topic . Although in Norwegian, the book consi sts 
primaril y of tables and illustrat ions, so it is readily usab le by English-only readers, CMV = $26, Starting Bid = $7. • 

Prices Realized - SCC Library Auction #13 
(Closed October 13, 2008) 

# I = $ 12, #3 = $ 12, #4 = $ 12, #5 = $34 , #6 = $ 12, #7 = $ 17, #8 = $6, #9 = $10, # 13 = $ 10, # 14 = $ 12, # 15 = $5, 
# 16 = $5, # 17 = $3, # 18 = $5, and # 19 = $13 . 

Summary: There were seven bidders, five of whom were successful in wi nning one or more lots. In a ll , 15 of the 19 
lots sold with realizations totaling $ 168 against cumulative starting bids of$153 . Six unsold and duplicate lots are 
sti ll ava il ab le, first-come/first-served, at their starting bids + shipping. Those are: #2 @ $9, #9 @ $ 10, # 10 @ $6, 
# 11 @ $4, # 12 @ $4 , and # 18 @ $5. Contact Roger Cichorz, 3925 Longwood Avenue, Boulder, CO 80305-7233, 
USA; telephone 303-494-836 1, or e-mai l rcichorz@comcast.net. • 

BIGGEST STAMP AUCTIONS IN FINLAND 
Next Auction March 7, 2009 

Complimentary Catalogue on Request 

See our website - www.kajhellman.fi - or write 

HELLMAN AUCTIONS Ltd • P.O. Box 1 • FIN-02611 ESPOO • FINLAND 
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Finland Quick With Peace Prize Stamp 
Finland moved swift ly to issue a commemorative after 

the country's former president, Martti Ahtisaari , won the 2008 
Nobe l Peace Prize in October. The €0. 80 stamp, tinted with the 
blue co loring used by the United Nations, bears a picture of 
Ahtisaari. It w i II be issued December 10, the same day as the 
peace prize will be awarded . The first day cancel reads s imply 

"PAX" (Latin for peace). 
This is the second stamp for Ahtisaari, who was president 

of F inland from 1994 to 2000. A 1997 stamp marked his 601h 

birthday. • 

Albums Closed 

Lennart Hartman. Longtime SCC member Lennart A. Hartman, who specialized in Sweden varieties and 
cancels, passed away August 6 in A lbuquerque, NM, at the age of89. Hartman immigrated with his fami ly 
to the U.S. from his native Sweden when he was a boy. He was well-known in ew York Chapter 7 before 
he moved to the West. He particu larl y worked with varieties of Sweden Facit 9, the 12-ore coat-of-arms 
stamp. Hartman was a career engineer who worked on commercia l and military radar systems, including 
electron ic defensive systems. 

- Carl Probst 

Richard Aimo Hieta. Finnish co ll ector and SCC member Richard A imo Hieta of Lafayette, CA, passed 
away August 20 after a long illness at the age of67. He was a second-generation Finnish-American 
who loved his heritage almost as much as he loved his fami ly. And he espec ia lly liked his Finnish stamp 
collection. 

Golden Gate Chapter 2 1 met at Hieta's home in July, and he purchased Mart-book stamps with every 
intention of fi ling them away and enjoying them for a long time. We should all be so committed to our 
people and our avocations - it confirms an interest in life and the future. It 's inspiring! 

- Herb Volin 

Karsten Hagsten of Denmark died September 25 after a long illness. He was 62. Hagsten was fo rmer 
treasurer and auction chairman for the Danish Postal History Society. He collected several areas but was 
perhaps best known fo r his go ld medal co llection of newspaper stamps of Denmark. 

- Alan Warren 

Knud Tolb0I of Denmark died August 5 at age 70. I worked with him to make Posthistorisk Tidsskrift, 
journal of the Dani sh Posta l History Society, a top magazine. After Knud retired as managing director 
for one of the large printing companies in Denmark, he volunteered to lay out PHT, making use of his 
great experience from his working life. Coord inating and being together with Knud was a pleasure. He 
was extremely careful with hi s work, wh ich he did not do on time but well before. You could not cut any 
corners when working with Knud. Things not only shou ld be well done but also the best. 

So he was as a co llector. Building two go ld-winning exhibits in one li fe speaks for itself. It was a pity 
he had to compete with Peer Lorentzen on having the best Denmark exhibit - a rather unfa ir competition . 

Meeting Knud persona lly you would find a man who was very courteous and humorous in a reserved 
way. He was not o ne to brag about his honors, and he was very businesslike in hi s appearance. His 
precision and accuracy were c learly shown in his two books on Danish postal rates, Taksfortegnelse, a 
pioneer work w ithin Danish phi lately for which many collectors a ll over the world are thankful. 

- Otto Kja:rgaard 
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International 
Spring Auction! 

14 cents DWI in unique quarter sheet. 

Consign today so we also may 
include your treasures in our 

international marketing. 
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AuctionHouse international 

Post iljonen AB · Box 537 · SE-20 I 25 Malmo · Sweden· Te l. +46 (0)40 25 88 50 · Fax. +46 (0)40 25 88 59 
www.postiljonen.com · stam pauctions@postiljonen.se 



View tens of thousands of exciting stamps and covers on our website. 
We are also major buyers of all stamp properties. When you're ready 

to sell , contact us for a candid assessment of your holdings. 

NORTHLAND 
INTERNATIONAL THADING , LLC 

80 Bloomfield Ave., Caldwell , NJ 07006 
Tel: 973-226-0088 or 800-950-0058 
Fax: 973-403-2601 A 
Email: northstamp@aol.com £ 

View our entire stock online ... new material added daily. 
www.northstamp.com 

Send us a want list, or call 1-800-950-0058! 


